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There are certain dates that become a recognized form of shorthand
for the events they represent. Two such dates are 1492 and 1776:

the former represents the beginning of the sustained conquest and
colonization of the Americas; the latter signifies the conclusion of this
period of colonization. Europeans made their way to the Americas in
a variety of ways with numerous objectives, but always considered
themselves Europeans. Only with the United States Declaration of
Independence did the colonizers residing in North America decide

to rupture their ties with the mother country and create new,
independent states. After 13 British colonies declared independence
and achieved a surprising victory against the British Crown, other
colonies in the region were encouraged and began their own wars of
independence. The first and most brutal of these wars was in Haiti
where the slaves had suffered tremendously under French rule and
sought to eliminate Europeans from the country. In one of the later
movements, Brazil achieved independence from Portugal in a
relatively bloodless fashion. In the middle (literally and figuratively)
were the wars for independence among the Spanish American
colonies: similar, in that they were fighting the same European
power, but each distinct due its own history, demography and

relation to the Spanish Crown.

The era of independence movements began in the 1760s and lasted
well into the 1820s. It covered most of the two continents and
involved the European powers. In the beginning there were colonists;
by the end of this period, there were Americans, Peruvians, Mexicans,
Brazilians and Haitians. It was a turbulent period for the entire region
but the different means and methods of independence came to define
the countries that were created out of these movements.









