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were sent to the town of Concord to ke any mihtaty provisions that
were being held there. Colonial militiamen resisted in both Concord
and Lexington, forcing the British Regulars to retreat to Boston,
which was then attacked by colonials.
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A Second Continental Congress was convened that ap

George Washington as commander of the Continental army

recognizing that he had much work to do with limited resources 4

this army was composed of untrame soldier: d not yet
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1 ® The American Waf

Declaration of Independence, 1776

At the beginning of the war of Independence, the objectives of the
colonists were not entirely clear, even to those fighting. Once again,
the Continental Congress was convened to decide the collective war
aims for the 13 colonies. It was determined that the colonies had to
present a united front, and that unanimity would be necessary for
any decision: there were 56 representatives from the colonies with
diverse and often disparate viewpoints represented. In June 1776,
the Congress named the Committee of Five to write a statement of
common action with the understanding that all representatives must
approve the document for it to be released. The Committee included
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert Livingston and Roger
Sherman, but the true author of the draft would be Thomas
Jefferson, a representative from Virginia. The draft was presented to
the Congress which debated the terms and edited it so that they
could reach consensus. The final product left most of Jefferson’s
words intact: this was to become the Declaration of Independence,
which was approved on July 4, 1776. The Declaration was a formal
statement of the liberation of the 13 colonies from Britain and

the creation of a new country—the United States of America.

The Declaration showed the commitment of these colonies to merge
into one political unit that would work collectively to overthrow
British rule. It also gave the rationale for independence and
explained the grievances that the colonists had against King George

I and the mother country.

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

The third president of the United States and main As American politicians became
author of the Declaration of Independence was born polarized on the issue of the
to wealthy landowners in the colony of Virginia. French Revolution and the

He attended the College of William and Mary and nature of government, Jefferson
studied law. In 1772, he married Martha Wayles Skelton  became a supporter of the

and went to his home in Monticello to run the estate. Democratic-Republicans against
He was a member of the House of Burgesses and then the Federalists. He was an opponent

the Continental Congress; while a quiet member of of strong central government and ,
wrote vehement articles advocating states' rights. He

Congress, he was an eloquent writer who used his A g
talent to sway people to the cause of colonial ran for president |n_l79§ and |qst to John Adams by
autonomy. In 1774, he wrote A Summary View of the three votes, becoming vice president, and in 1800 he
Rights of British America” in which he criticized the was elec}ed presndeqt .by one vote, In his first term, the
Coercive Adts and justified colonial actions such as the US acquired the Louisiana Purchase from France
Boston Tea Party not just on legal grounds but also as (1803) and he supported the Lewis and Clark
part of the natural rights of British Americans. At the expedition to explqre the territory PeMeen the United
age of 33, this “silent member” of the Congress was States and the Pacific Ocean. In his second term, he
asked to draft the Declaration of Independence with confronted more pressing domestic issues in the wake
the assistance of four others. of US expansim:h and sought to avoid his country’s

. s participation in the war between France and Great
au?;gstf\ ﬁ;‘:;?:;gg;;%og:ﬁ{ﬂiﬁn:j's Britgin. After his second term he retired to Monticello,
Minister to France and served as Secretary of State until sglhng his books to the US goyemment o for_m the
his endorsement of the French Revolution led to ubrgry of Congress and fou'ndmg.the niverdty °f.
conflict with other members of Washington's Cabinet, Virginia, the f;rst non-sectarian university in the_ United
s0 he resigned in 1793, States. He died on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary

i of the document that made him famous.
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Extracts from the Dedlaration of Independence:
Source A

-

this what is Jefferson explaining?
1  In this passage, i ?
2 V\hatdoesjeﬁetsonmeanwhenhemmemat'allmenareaeahedeqlﬂ”

Source B
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The Battle of Saratoga

The Battle of Saratoga represented a key turning point in the
Revolutionary War. The advance of troops began when the British
decided to send an army from Canada to take upstate New York and
the Hudson River, to divide the Americans in New England from the
rest of the colonies. After successfully taking Fort Ticonderoga from
the patriots, the 6,000-man royalist army led by Major General
Burgoyne advanced to the city of Albany which they found protected

by 7,000 Americans led by Major General Gates.

September 19, 1777, marked the first Battle of Saratoga. The British
attacked the patriots at Freeman’s Farm and drove them into a retreat
to Bemis Heights with substantial casualties on both sides. The British
kept up their assault on the patriots but this only served to wear them
down, so on October 7 the patriots decided to counterattack. The full-
on attack stunned the British who were then forced to retreat; when
they reached Saratoga, Burgoyne surrendered to the patriots.

The British never managed to sever ties between New England and
the rest of the colonies, and seeing the success of the patriots, the
French decided to support the cause of American independence. The
colonies consolidated their control over the north, and the British
switched their efforts to fighting in the south where they thought

there was a greater chance of victory.

Foreign intervention: France, Prussia, Spain

At the beginning of the war, the Continental Congress met with the
French to try and secure an alliance, although France was eager to
reverse the fortunes of the British after their victory in the French
and Indian War. In 1776, they began the covert support of the
revolutionary forces by providing the Americans with armaments
and use of their ports. Seeing the American success at Saratoga, the
French were convinced of the viability of the American forces and in
1778 signed treaties of commerce and alliance with the newly-created
United States of America. Spain and the Netherlands also joined the
war on the side of the United States in 1779 and 1780 respectively.

The French proved to be an especially helpful ally on the high seas
where the extent of the British Empire had stretched its navy thin,
leaving it unable to patrol all areas. French, Spanish and Dutch navies
prevented a British blockade of the United States and allowed
provisions to continue to arrive, while also interrupting the flow of
trade from the West Indies to Great Britain. In 1776 alone, the amount
of sugar shipped to Britain was halved. However, ‘the American victory
over the British would prove costly to France, and the French Crown
in particular; it cost the French more than the three previous wars



it had fought put together. This left the Fr
that would ultimately end the regime of




