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i The US-Mexican War of 1846-48
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; In the 1840s, the territorial ambitions of the United States were o i i i S
M embodied in President Polk and the growing belief in the nation’s i i i

N »Manifest Destiny” to rule the continent. Under his leadership the el
! United States would flex its muscles and expand across the continent Imperialism

from “sea to shining sea”. The Oregon boundary question with
Britain was settled peacefully in 1846 when both agreed that the
49th parallel would divide the United States and Canada. The
situation with Texas and Mexico was more complex and not resolved
- amicably. A war would result that decapitated Mexico north of the
iy Rio Grande and a hegemonic US gained a third of its current
continental holdings. The US annexed Texas and in the post-war

. Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo (Tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo in

. Spanish) of 1848 gained the former Mexican states of Alta California
and Santa Fe de New Mexico (California, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah
and portions of Colorado and Wyoming). By the end of the 1840s,

Imperialism often happens for
very practical reasons, such as
economic expansion, desire
for resources and geopolitical
considerations.

Examine the real reason, as
opposed to the justifications
for 19th-century imperialism
in the Americas: US “Manifest
Destiny” against Mexico,
Canada and Nicaragua; the
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the political map of North America, except for a few minor Argentina—Brazil War; War of

adjustments was defined. This section will examine the causes and the Pacific (Chile against

effects of the Mexican War of 1846 (Intervencion estadounidense de Bolivia and Perd); Haiti against
| ¥ Santo Domingo

Mexico) on Mexico and the United States.
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The road to war |
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2 @ Nations and nation-building in the Americas, 1787
the fact that in the first 33 years as
a republic, Mexico had 49
presidents, some lasting only
months in office. Some presidents
were military strongmen, like the
caudillo Antonio Lépez de Santa

ident ight ;
Anna, who was president on €1g P rought back woe to save. it 1 depen de

occasions, sometimes for very : amo, then 8 brought back to fight the
brief periods. He was a career ?:g?ﬂas‘ mfowm out of office. In nga,eh:’:s’a:uccesgf‘ul but lost his leg in
military officer, who supported French who had landed at yeracm& him back in power as dictator. He was
various causes, liberal and the fighting. The Veracruz v ry P me back with the help of US
conservative, as well as fighting driven outin 1845 and exlled He cauld ke peace but instead led his
against foreign intervention from P:eéidenf polk on the promise ‘hiw?etire d to Jamaica in 1847.

France and the United States. i forces against the US. Defeated, he r€f J

The new government of the
United States, by contrast, had to
deal with a much smaller geographica
majority population. French, German a :
industrialization and immigration fired the economic engine. .
Thousands of immigrants—particularly Irish escaping the famine—
arrived after 1847 and changed the social make-up of the nation.
As land became scarce and expensive along the Atlantic seaboard,
US citizens and new arrivals from Europe looked west and began
to push across the continent, to the area bought by the US in the
1803 Louisiana Purchase. A growing sense of mission permeated
the movement west, a mission to eventually take control of

North America—a movement christened as “Manifest Destiny”.
This mission used the justification to civilize and Christianize the
native peoples in order to populate and cultivate the vast tracks

of what was then seen as uninhabited lands in the west. By 1840,
4.5 mi.lli('m.US' citizens had left the Atlantic seaboard, advancing to
the Mississippi River forcing Native Americans to migrate farther
west. In the way of US southwest expansion was Mexico. The
conflict came to a head over Texas.

] space and a homogeneous
nd even British investment,

The state of Texas

In 1824, Stephen Austin, the man credited with bringi i

of settlers from the United States into the Mexicati111::gll—ltllitgle ‘fus‘t ave
now known as Texas, was granted permission by the Mexi €rrtory,
government to settle 300 families in Texas; known in Tex. e

the “Old Three Hundred” they were followed by thousa as history as
citizens seeking free Texas land grants. Thousands of s gds of US
from the US southem states, poured into Texas, brin .et ers'_mainlY
with them. This stretch of the country was at r,fle ti Ll the}’ slaves
barely 2,500 Mexicans, as the Mexican govemmenftne mlnxablted by
backwater. By 1830, the Mexican government der considered it 4
Anglos (as Mexicans called the EngHSh'SPCaking Uemed that the
outnumbered Mexicans 4 to 1 and tried to eng S x:eSIt:lc:nts in Texas)
addition, a heavy tax was placed on impors an:nmlgration. In
recognition that economic traffic was . €Xports in Te

United States. Mexican officials and s ainly betWeen Texas ands;;he

oldiers e :
A instead promoted smuggling and frictio, MPIoYed to coflect qan y
i ‘ Mexican soldiers. In 1832, Austin, 1 between eCt taxes,

| the Te. :
the uncontesteq head of tﬁ:ugsﬂ and
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ers, went to Mexico City to petition the Mexican government but

was arrested and jailed for two years, until 1834.

The inhabitants of Texas, both Anglos and Mexicans, asked the
president of Mexico at the time, Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna,

for statehood, in order to have more autonomy regarding taxes and
tariffs, as well as land concessions. Santa Anna refused to grant it.

i ted until the Texans declared independence from
Mexico in 1836, with the support in arms and resources, from the
United States. Santa Anna led the Mexican Army into Texas and after
a few initial successes (notably the Alamo) was soundly defeated at
the Battle of San Jacinto and imprisoned. To avoid being hanged,
he signed the Treaty of Velasco granting Texas independence. But the
Mexican government refused to recognize the treaty, declaring that
Texas was still Mexican and drove Santa Anna into exile, though
they recalled their troops in 1836. A year later, the us
Texas as a sovereign state, as did France and Britain, who

wied O] .‘)tt.Ux:ifﬂL“‘;W
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a buffer state between the US and Mexico. Between 1836 Srfersgpra
relations between Texas and Mexico remained le. Ci ‘(' 2 ;r:‘n':fb' -
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2 » Nations and nation-building in the Americas, 1787

Annexation carried the day. The Oregon territory

dispute was resolved peacefully when the Bngsh
finally agreed to accept the 49th parallel as th I
The Oregon Treaty of 1846 added the future sta’ 3
Oregon and Washington to the fold. Mexico was

different problem.

Santa Anna, who had returned to power a few yeazs
earlier, was exiled in 1845 and José de Herrera to
power. Incensed by Tyler’s annexation bill the
Minister to the United States was recalled and on
June 4 Herrera issued a war procamation vilifying
the United States.

Méxi&ms and, if possible, to avoid war.
he sent US Commissioner John Slidell t
authorize‘d to o’ﬁer t!xe’ Mexmm g’o ernI




rmish was actually on US soil. The anti-war forces
remained a vocal minority throughout the war but the majority of
the US supported the president. The pro-war New York Herald
announced a new role for the nation, a “new destiny” that would
ultimately affect “both this continent and the old continent of

Europe.” Manifest Destiny had taken root.

«spot” of the ski

Historian Karl Bauer suggests “the war was a product of America’s
romantic age”; a time of “Manifest Destiny”, when the US would
define her greatness and national character. US citizens believed in
the justification that their divine mission was to carry the gospel of
liberty to the continent and the world and acquire vast tracts of
territory. In fact, upon the US Congress’s declaration of war, the US
navy blocked Mexican ports in the Pacific and the Atlantic and
occupied California and New Mexico, neither of which had
purportedly been in dispute over Texas. It is worth commenting that
whether pro- or anti-war neither side expressed any sympathy for

the Mexican people or that the United States was about to engage in

a war of imperial conquest.

The progress of the war
The war lasted longer than expected. Mexico was favoured by the
vastness of its territory and communications difficulties for the

discipline and resources. m‘ gmge

territories but the war-winnin gy

2 o The US-Mexican War of 1846-48
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cimated and several imp

d to rubble; foreignd ;
utes disrupted an
thern half of ‘
f Mexico’s Jand ar€ ;
o1
llion when oreg )
he length of the contin€ t :
he point where

Mexico’s army was de
and ports had been reduce
destroyed, transportation 0
killed. Mexico ceded the nor
square kilometres (55 percent o1 £
States. The total doubles to 1.6 mi
added. The new border stretched t

; ot ;
the Gulf of Mexico along the Rxo.Grande t e ety required the
turns north due west to the Pacific Ocean.

nd a further
US pay Mexico 15 million US dollars fO.f che,d lahndcse?ied area (about
3.25 million in indemnities. Mexicans living § ke ep their lands
75,000), would be granted US citizenship and t0 ; It))order nd stop
(later rescinded). The US also promised to guard the

Apache raids into Mexico.

iti ted to
Many Mexicans were aghast at the conditions and wan

resume the war, The Mexican government, dominated by t.he ;r(t):?le
élite, feared that further fighting would destroy what remame‘

the nation’s shattered economy. They enlisted the support of the
Catholic Church and the British who wanted the cash to help repay
loans owed to them and Mexico succumbed and plunged into a dark
period of economic and political chaos that lasted until the late
1860s. In 1853, Santa Anna was recalled again to establish order
and promptly sold another 50,000 kilometers of land bordering

New Mexico to the United States for an additional ten million
dollars (the Gadsen Purchase of 1853). Santa Anna was exiled—for
the last time.

President Polk had fulfilled his campaign promises and expanded
the nation. Polk’s plan was opportunistic. He was more interested
in California than the southwest and would have preferred
negotiations to gunfire. He probably just wanted Texas and
California; the territories in-between were an added bonus. But
when the opportunity presented itself he fought a war of imperial
conquest and completed the continental map of the United States
from sea to sea: from the Rio Grande to the 49th parallel. Wagon
trains of settlers soon filled the Santa Fe Trail. Gold was discovered
in California in 1849 and “49er's” flocked west to .
Thousands of settlers made the arduous journe
a golden age in many respects, but the war ha
;?;f::zr Silasvcegn woulq domfnate the national political agenda.
promises failed to resolve the slavery issue
nation founded on the “self-evident” principles of Tiagla
and freedoms. ot Inalienable righ;s

pan their fortune,
Y to the west. It was
d unleashed other

Mexico was weakened and devastated b
reasons for the defeat was the unwillingness of (h :

government to mobilize large numbers of peasa ¢ Mexican
because they feared a long and devastating gue n}s into
United States. So they concluded a histy treat trilla wa
Mexican historian Leticia Reina, the g OVemmy' Afcord
to terms with the United States rather e

Y the war, One of the

the army
I with the

Ing to the
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; v ; than min
the ruling class.” Mexican politician Manualegdfanger the interegs if
treaty would destroy Mexico's €conomy ang €Ion predicreq e

Con

Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo was a de cludeq that the

ath sentence for M

€Xican
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- Roundtable discussion

. Road to war or conflict
resolution

. Conflict resolution between
countries does not have to

. lead to war. Why was the

. territorial dispute between the
US and Britain over the
Oregon territory resolved
Peacefully? Why did the
dispute between the US and
Mexico over Texas lead to warl

Divide the class into two
8roups, each preparing and
answering their response to

the questions in a roundtable
ISCUSSsion,
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xico would be a vassal of the United States.
Discussion point

independence. Me
the conquered territories, Rejon feared, would be

Mexicans living in

treated as second-class citizens and lose their property and civil !
SR For the descendants of Mexican
s were soon justified. A group of lawyers known as land s and ranchers

rights. His fear:
the “Santa Fe Ring” used long le
landholders and acquired lands extending over a million acres.

stripped of their lands by the

gal battles to exploit the Mexican
US courts in violation of the

For the next two decades rebellion, revolution and violence were Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo,
Mexico’s national staples. The misfortune finally ended in the 1860s the treatment of their ancestors
remains a contentious issue.

SO0 BOBODRNOROEDR,

but Mexico had been humiliated by the war and the wounds took a

........I....l....l..“.‘........

long time to heal.

Q What impact did the
The US-Mexican War marked an end to the independence period P Mexican War have on the
in the Americas and except for British North America and a few s ethnic populations of the
Caribbean islands, the colonial powers had been evicted and new, ©  territories acquired? How
independent nations had emerged. In Canada and the Caribbean © istheir ethnic mix defined
nations the road to independence would take a different path. :. today?
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The US—-Mexican War of 1846-48
Source A
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Source C I

Following is an extract from a proclamation by the acting president of the Republic ‘
of Mexico, José de Herrera, issued June 4, 1845, denouncing the intention of the
United States to annex Texas.
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Source E

Following is an extract from ‘Against the Mexican War” by Thomas Corwin, Senator
from Ohio, published in 1847.

Questions
1 What is meant by Manifest Destiny in source B?
a Briefly explain the doctrine outlined by Preside
Monroe in source A.
2 Compare the differing views on the annexation of Texas
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