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.~ Canada becomes a nati°f‘ e S ' -

i Jonies into the
The confederation of the British North Amenca;lstcl;’t of fortuitous
Dominion of Canada on July 1, 1867, W.a's e rm romise, economic
circumstances, visionary leadership, polites ufes The move to
realities, cultural imperatives and extema.] press“os- when it became
confederate did not gain momentum until the. . uch of the

a serious consideration. The US civil war pro.VldCd mbined Upper and
impetus but not all of it. The 1840 Act of Un}On com ada and was
Lower Canada into a single colony, the Province of Canw st (Upper
divided into Canada East (Lower Canada) and Canada We tand
Canada). Canada East was dissatisfied with the arrangemenFre o
wanted its own government to better serve and protect the o)
Canadian majority. The Maritime colonies of Prince Edward Is and, g
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were being pressured by the Britis
Colonial office to amalgamate into one big colony with one !
legislature, a cost-saving measure eliminating three smaller colonial
legislatures.

These pragmatic considerations
connected with a greater vision
of a Canadian nation that would
someday stretch from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Oceans (a mari
usque ad mare —Canada'’s
national motto). Led by Sir John
A. Macdonald, his French-
Canadian colleague—George
Etienne Cartier—and George
Brown, these “Fathers of
Confederation” provided the
determination, imagination,
dedication and political skill
necessary to make confederation
a reality.
The move to confederation
started gathering steam when the
British Parliament adopted the
key recommendations contained
in Durham’s Report in the Act of
Union of 1840. Upper and Lower
Canada were combined into a
single colony—"The Province of
Canada” with a single legislature
that combined the two districts of
Canada East (Lower Canada) and |
Canada West(Upper Canada)
with the intention of assimilated
French-Canadians into English
. Canadian culture. The system of




The 'Fa.thers of Confederation in 1864, Charlottetown Conference painted by Robert
Harris in 1884. The man standing rear centre is Sir John A. Macdonald.

government that spawned the rebellions went unchanged until
1849 when the British granted the colonies “responsible
government” and ended the control of the appointed legislative
council. Government was not the only thing that was changing in
British North America. The two decades after the rebellions was a
time of rapid growth and economic development that paved the
way for nationhood. By the 1860s, the population was 3.5 million.
The Reciprocity (free trade) Treaty of 1855 with the United States
ushered in a period of rapid economic growth and prosperity and,
as a result, the relationship with Britain changed from dependence
to self-assurance. Despite the benefits of the Reciprocity Treaty,
British North Americans did not trust the United States. The War
of 1812 remained the touchstone for Canadian suspicions, along
with the later issues raised by the civil war, Mexican War and
annexation of its defeated territories, as well as claims of Manifest
Destiny, support for slavery, and the potential infection of
republican ideals only served further to confirm these doubits.

At the same time, British colonial policy changed. Determined to
cut the costs of its empire and end preferential trade agreements
that benefited the colonies the British encouraged British North
America to confederate. British relations with the United States
were tense. They had supported the south in the war and de.cidec.l
that a way to ease tensions was (o withdraw the British garrison in
Canada and leave the Canadians to defend themselves. Yet none of
these reasons were singularly compelling enough to bring about
confederation. That required a convergence of the events and
personalities, fears and passions, politics and policies. And that

is exactly what happened at three important conferences held

between 1864 and 1867.

The Charlottetown Conference, September 1864
The Charlottetown Conference was held in C.h.al‘rlottetown, Prince
Edward Island, on September 19, 1864. The initial momentum came

from the British Colonial office. They wanted Nova Scotia,
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. uce Costs
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island to lg]]tfe;;;rel(sie from these
by amalgamating three legislatures into one. I e- a—a colony that
colonies was apathetic, particularly in Nova Scotl rous. The three
was fiercely independent and economically prospe nference on the
legislatures passed separate resolutions to have a co ounced that the
subject but nothing was done. Then Macdonald ann d everyone by
Canadas would be interested in attending and shocke ing their initial
Proposing they consider a larger union. After ove_rcommg Ve
Ieaction, the Maritime colonies agreed to meet with re-pl'esf B inde
from the Canadas. The location of Charlottetow'n_ (Caplt# Othe
Edward Island) helped to ensure the host’s participation o a
Proceedings. The conference was a success. Maritime umondW :
dropped, replaced by an outline for a larger union. A secon )
conference was scheduled to work out the details for Quebec City
in October.

The Quebec Conference, October 1864 '
The Quebec Conference was held on October 10 to 27, 1864. Thirty-
three delegates arrived in Quebec City including two delegates from
Newfoundland. The delegates were prepared, in some cases eager,

to develop a detailed plan for confederation. Voting would be by
delegation with one vote per colony, except the Canadas which
received two votes. After two weeks of intense discussions,
negotiations and compromise, the Conference adopted the

“72 resolutions” which became the basis for confederation. The
major stumbling block had been the composition of the federal
parliament. Prince Edward Island opposed representation by population
fearing its interests would be drowned out by the larger provinces.
Compromise was reached by adoption of a bi-cameral parliament.
The House of Commons would be popularly elected based on
population. The Senate would represent the provinces. Senators
would be selected by the Governor-General, The number of Senate
seats per province proved a sticking point but ¢ventually a formyla
was approved.

Further discussions included the agreement to split the Canadag
preserving a French-speaking province (Quebec) that would be ;ble
to guarantee French Language, culture ang religion. The Catholic
Church approved the plan on the eve of confederation. Nova Scotj
and New Brunswick reluctantly signed-on but Prince Edwarq ] z
and Newfoundland did not join confederation until 1873 apng 19an
respectively. Despite the fact that 65 percent of Noy, Scotian 49
opposed union, Sir Charles Tupper, Premier of Nova s¢ :
the day, outflanking his opponents by signing the resol
asking permission. He received critica] support from ¢,
Colonial Secretary, Edward Cardwel].
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The final push

Incidents during the US civil war, notably the St. RSiats
Confederate soldiers robbed the St. Alban Vermo xﬁll';):n S raid When
via Canada ; Secretary of State William Seward’s claim « d escapeq
whole continent, shall be, sooner or later, Withj ™ “that this
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the purchase of Alaska; confirmed suspicions that the United States
coveted Canada. Then, in 1866, these fears came true, with the
Fenian raids.

In the Maritimes the anti-confederationists, led by Nova Scotia
newspaper editor Joseph Howe whose slogan was “Confederation—
botheration” captured the essence of popular opinion in Nova
Scotians. In 1866, the Fenian Brotherhood, invaded Canada and all
that changed. The Brotherhood was a para-military organization of
Irishmen dedicated to freeing Ireland from British rule. Their strategy
was to conquer British North America and trade it for Ireland. Its rank
and file was filled with civil war veterans. Several thousand crossed
the border into Canada West and New Brunswick. Major battles were
fought along the borders before the Brotherhood was defeated. The
raids helped convince many Maritimers and other Canadians as well,
to support confederation. The failure of the US government to stop
the raiders raised questions of collusion and fed Canadian annexation
phobia. The Fenians tried again in 1870 and 1871 without success.

The London Conferen
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We are the Fenian Brotherhood,

skilled in the arts of war,
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Activity

Cartoon analysis

e gritannia: “Is it possible M -

| Jonathan any encouragement: ‘ : |
Canada: sEncouragement! Certainly not, Mama. | have told him

Miss Canada: ‘

w:e can NEVER be United?"

spowe

y Dear, thay you have ever given your Couysjp

stions ;
?ueWho does Mrs. Britannia represent an
protecting Miss Canada? sl
ponse is the cartoonist attempting to ev om
e al of the characters? In your answer

in his portr 2 2 =
:zfa:r::clg ﬂ':e Et?araaglteﬁzation of Cousin Jonathan, Mrs Britannia

and Miss Canada.

d why and from what is she

Source B
L “The way brother Jonathan will astonish the natives.” Annexation
Comes in by the Rail, While Liberty Flies off in the Smoke, published

in Punch Magazine, 1849.

Questions

1 Why does the cartoonist fear the “American Eagle"?

2 What recent events could have fueled the fears of annexation?

3 Whatis the origins, purpose and value of the source? What are its

limitations?
Source C
e s et LimeBenHOl o )

meﬂz Pockmar?c?lii?‘r‘gfe “;l_lagl!;ty,\ﬁ:gggr;) attempt to pawn their

= i :
ned around the comer” Published in mnchy,;g;f;;,':g" i

1 Who do the n,

iy aughty Children "epresent and why are they
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