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The plight of Native Americans

No group experienced greater changes during this period than Native
Americans. They were conquered and marginalized, denied the rights
of citizens, expelled from their ancestral lands and forced to abandon
traditional lifestyles, cultures and customs. In the new nations, the
ruling élites, whether liberals or conservatives, saw the native peoples
as an impediment to the expansion and growth of a Christian-based
civilization in the New World. Approaches to the “native problem”
varied; oppression came in many forms. For example, Canada
established church-run residential schools to educate, assimilate and
civilize (often abusively) young native children forcibly removed from
their parents. In Latin America, natives were a source of forced cheap
labour on the creole-owned haciendas. Other tribes fought back but
were defeated and forced onto reservations where they became
dependent on the government for the necessities of life and forgotten.

From the Great plains to Patagonia, indigenous peoples were
displaced by territorially ravenous European cultures who believed
they had been chosen by God to rule the new world and its
inhabitants. If the natives of the New World shared one thing—it was
this; they were a conquered people, strangers in their own land. To
their credit, these cultures proved resilient and adapted to incredible
changes and clung tenaciously to their way of life. Yet the cultures
that emerged from this crucible of change would have been barely
recognizable to previous generations.

Case study: The Trail of Tears

Andrew Jackson became president of the United States in 1830.
During the campaign he promised to expel Native Americans from
the southern states and elsewhere in the Americas. Jackson claimed
to support the native way of life, but not if it impeded expansion.
The five nations—the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creeks, Cherokee and
Seminoles—lived in Jackson’s home territory and he wanted them
moved and soon.

Jackson’s plan was to uproot the native people from their ancestral
lands and march them west to the “Indian territories” or “Indian
country” (present-day Oklahoma). The territory was to be permanently
free of white encroachments but he did not take into account the
many whites who already lived in the territory, and its appeal as a
haven for escaped southern slaves. The region also had its own resident
indigenous tribes, who might not react well to their imposed brethren.
Jackson created a Bureau of Indian Affairs to administer the territory
and keep it free of settlers but within 15 years land-hungry settlers
began entering the territory en masse. No one stopped them.

Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act in 1830. The tribes were
required to sign a treaty that legally ceded their homelands and
accepted the compensation of designated lands in the new territory.
The Government promised to protect and supply the tribes on their
journey, but this did not happen. First to leave were the Choctaws
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Comparative
outcomes

Compare the treatment of
Canada's métis peoples with
the mestizos in Pert, ladinos
in Guatemala, /laneros in
Venezuela, mesticos and
mulattos in Brazil, and other
countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean,

How do mixed white-
indigenous cultures
survive in the different
nations?
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who left “voluntarily” after signing the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit
Creek. The Removal Act encouraged voluntary compliance but left
no doubt of the eventual outcome. Fourteen thousand Choctaws
marched west, several thousand perished on the trail. Seven
thousand stayed behind and suffered untold discrimination. No other
tribal group in North America suffered more than the Cherokee.

In 1835, they signed the Treaty of Echota, unsuccessfully contested
its legality, and were forcibly evicted by the US army in 1838. About
15,000 people started the trek and one third perished on the death
march christened the “Trail of Tears”.

By 1840, the clearances were complete. Over 46,000 natives had
been expelled, ceding 25 million acres of prime agricultural land to
the US government.

Indian removals

Reading the following documents relating to the In
1830s and answer the questions that follow:

Source A
President Jackson's second annual address to
March 4, 1833, discussing Indian removals

dian Removals of the

the nation, given oh
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The Trail of Tears, 1988. Tobi g |,
grown walking along the Trail of Tears
with horse-drawn covergd wagons
reenacting the 1,000-mile journ

the Cherokees traveled 150 years ago,
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Discussion point
Clearances

Compare the forced removal
of the Cherokees with the
expulsion of the Acadians in
1755, Rosas' campaign
against Argentine Indians in
183334, the Scottish
Clearances in the late 18th
century, and the Armenian
clearances during the First
World War. Why were these

peoples forced to leave their
homes?

MR AR R R R R R R R R R A N A
L T e

i e I R



2 @ The plight of Native Americans

.....lcv-..o..l.u'.oo.n.‘oc'co...-.o---0.0'0."...........
.

source B
The French philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville witnessed the Choctaw removals
while in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1831, and later published his observations in

his famous “Democracy in America.”

Source C

Historian Elisa Frihauf Garcia discussing Native American Indians in Brazil in
the 19th century.
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Source E |
Cherokee letter protesting the Treaty of New Echota

“To the Senate and House of Representatives”
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Discussion point
The Canadian push to the west
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