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I’ The emergence of the Americas in

" global affairs, 1880-1929

The end of the 19th century was marked by dramatic global
integration. As the countries of the Americas emerged into this new
global reality, they were exposed to the benefits and drawbacks of
more closely linked national economic and foreign policies. To the
profit of expanded trade had to be added the costs and dangers of war
and expansion. This was perhaps most evident when the global
calamity of the First World War impacted countries throughout the
region, even those determined to stay out of it. Of course, the roots of
the Americas’ emergence into global affairs lay in the mid-century
and it is here that we begin.

puring the second half of the 19th century, the United States was
emerging from a period of bitter civil war and fitful reconstruction
into a period of rapid economic expansion. Industries such as
railroads, mining, iron and coal production made great advances and
in the process created great fortunes. Such economic growth requires
ever expanding supplies of resources and ready markets for the
finished products. To this end, ambitious settlers from the United
States began to look to territory beyond the continental United
States. Opposition to the notion of territorial expansion also grew
during this period forcing the United States to seriously consider the
status and role of the republic in the community of nations.

The status of the United States’ northern neighbor also underwent a
drastic change from the mid-century. From 1867, the Dominion of
Canada was independent in all matters domestic. Foreign policy,
however, was still the purview of the United Kingdom. At the same
time, Canada was undergoing her own version of territorial and
economic expansion that would challenge her dependence on the
United Kingdom. While in the United States the debate was whether
or not to become an imperial power, in Canada it revolved around
whether or not to remain an imperial dependent. The strains of the
First World War and Canada’s response would help bring some
resolution to the question.

South of the United States the countries of South and Central
America were likewise caught between the economic and territorial
expansion of the United States and Europe and their own ambitions.
The internationalization of trade and the increased availability of
credit sparked immigration and economic growth in South America,
changing both domestic social and economic structures as well as the
place of these countries in the global economy. Central American and
Caribbean states labored under challenging economic structures and
their strategic position in relation to the United States.
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Discussion point

US president Harry Truman
once said that the
“responsibility of the great
states is to serve and not to
dominate the world

To what extent do powerful
countries have an obligation
to ensure the stability of the
global community? Do they
have an economic obligation
to countries that are less
well-off? To what extent did
the powerful countries of
the world fulfill any such
obligation in the years
1870-1929?
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The most deadly war in US history came to an €n
1865. By the time General Robert Lee had surrende
northern Virginia to General Grant and the remaining :
armies had laid down their arms, over 620,000 citizens O
" States had died. What lay ahead was the difficult process of The
Reconstruction. How to bring the secessionist southern states ba
into the union in a meaningful and productive way? At the same
! time, the northern economy had to adjust to a decline in industrial
demand that would accompany the peace. Banking, railways, and
other industrial interests had all expanded during the war. In an
effort to maintain this growth, government land grants, subsidies and
loans flowed to the private sector, most notably to the railway
industry. The inauguration of Ulysses S. Grant in 1869 ushered in an
aggressive period of Reconstruction that would sweep over the
southern United States. Industrial interests became political interests
‘ and accusations of political corruption were common.

The 1870s were also a period of economic dislocation G B
‘The rapid industrial expansion of the war y 6% B e e
Reconstruction period had caused an expansion of the ey
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and exploited. Electricity powered more and more of the country.
The efficiency of agriculture, mining, textile manufacture, and steel
production dramatically improved, creating new wealth across the
country. Infrastructure networks multiplied throughout the land
led by another wave of railway construction moving raw materials,
finished goods and even consumers across all regions of the United
States. New business models and financial vehicles accelerated the
already dizzying pace of expansion. Terms like vertical and
horizontal integration began to appear and monopolies, trusts and
corporations became powerful archetypes of business organization.
Money, legislation, and land from state and federal governments
lubricated the entire process and iconic businessmen such as
Rockefeller, Morgan, Carnegie, and Mellon arose as commanding
figures in American society.

Such expansion must necessarily be accompanied by some
dislocation. Rapid urbanization created poor living conditions in
areas of many US cities. Workers toiled under poor working
conditions, long hours, low wages and no job security. In response,
workers began to organize into unions large and small, local and
national. With this organization came conflict with those whose essssssecsscacssasnssens,
profits depended on the status quo. Strikes, demonstrations and riots
dotted this period in all major industries from mining, to railways to
the steel industry. New political alternatives such as socialism,
Marxism and anarchism surfaced in response to worker exploitation.

Discussion point

Canada and Latin American
countries were developing

resource-based economies
during this period. How did
the Long Depression affect
this development? How did

It is against this backdrop of rapid economic and social change that
the United States embarked on an increasingly expansionist foreign
policy both within the Americas and around the world. Although this
expansion coincided with another wave of European imperialism and these effects compare with
shared many motives and elements with it, it was also distinct in its those in the United States?
manifestation. It is to this expansion that we now turn. ®sasssssessasnssesscsen®
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the Spamsh and Portuguese empires in the Americas
1ascent and largely unstzable mdependent




