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and exploited. Electricity powered more and more of the country.
The efficiency of agriculture, mining, textile manufacture, and steel
production dramatically improved, creating new wealth across the
country. Infrastructure networks multiplied throughout the land
led by another wave of railway construction moving raw materials,
finished goods and even consumers across all regions of the United
States. New business models and financial vehicles accelerated the
already dizzying pace of expansion. Terms like vertical and
horizontal integration began to appear and monopolies, trusts and
corporations became powerful archetypes of business organization.
Money, legislation, and land from state and federal governments
lubricated the entire process and iconic businessmen such as
Rockefeller, Morgan, Carnegie, and Mellon arose as commanding
figures in American society.

Such expansion must necessarily be accompanied by some
dislocation. Rapid urbanization created poor living conditions in
areas of many US cities. Workers toiled under poor working
conditions, long hours, low wages and no job security. In response,
workers began to organize into unions large and small, local and
national. With this organization came conflict with those whose essssssecsscacssasnssens,
profits depended on the status quo. Strikes, demonstrations and riots
dotted this period in all major industries from mining, to railways to
the steel industry. New political alternatives such as socialism,
Marxism and anarchism surfaced in response to worker exploitation.

Discussion point

Canada and Latin American
countries were developing

resource-based economies
during this period. How did
the Long Depression affect
this development? How did

It is against this backdrop of rapid economic and social change that
the United States embarked on an increasingly expansionist foreign
policy both within the Americas and around the world. Although this
expansion coincided with another wave of European imperialism and these effects compare with
shared many motives and elements with it, it was also distinct in its those in the United States?
manifestation. It is to this expansion that we now turn. ®sasssssessasnssesscsen®
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med to hold out a philosophical if not scientific justification for
! continued growth of the United States’ industrial economy and
merefore the United States itself,

The ideas of Spencer and Darwin and later Francis Galton—the
father of the eugenics movement—spread around the world.

As Jiirgen Buchenau has pointed out, Latin American leaders who
read these philosophers developed a view of society as evolving
from simple to complex, following the European model. Buchenau
goes on to argue that this is reflected in the massive amounts of
Furopean migration to Latin America at the end of the 19th

century. This migration was encouraged by these leaders to increase
the influence of European values and institutions on their
“evolving” countries.

In Canada, one of Spencer’s chief advocates was historian and

journalist Goldwin Smith. Spencer’s ideas led Smith to the conclusion

that the new country of Canada was not economically develoy
enough to be viable in the context of the late 19 %
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3 @ The United States: setting the stage

steel companies sought new markets and resources around the globe,
and in so doing came into competition with other economic powers
such as the Great Britain and Germany. Other US companies such as
pupont, Colt and Singer also explored foreign markets with their
manufactured goods. The depression that hit the world after 1873
meant that businesses, regardless of nationality, had to work that
much harder to maintain profits. The move to the gold standard by
most industrializing powers by the 1870s also placed downward
pressure on prices until new gold deposits were discovered at the end
of the century. On the other hand, the convertibility that the gold
standard provided greased the wheels of international trade by
making most currencies easily exchangeable through convertibility
into gold. Although the United States had a massive domestic
market, importing far less than it consumed
domestically, there was a growing sense that by the
1890s, the United States economy was destined to ‘ﬁvny eesssvessssenessnasecse s sy
kS A A
produce more than could be consumed by existing :
markets, domestic and foreign, and thus these Data analysis
markets had to expand.

Another depression gripped the United States

in 1893, bringing with it a sense of social and
economic dislocation the solution to which seemed
to some the expansion of the United States itself.
The H:stonan R;lchard Hofstadtex: contends that the
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3 e The United States; setting the stage
the United States government for annexation—to bring them within
die McKinley Tariff wall. The request caught the government and the
yoting public in the US by surprise. Now they had to confront the

reality of the theories of Strong, Burgess, Fiske and Mahan. Did the
S really want to be an imperial power?

The immediate answer to this question was ... not right now. The
new president, Cleveland, may have been moderately in favor of
annexation; he was enough of a politician to understand that the
people of the United States and the politicians that represented them,
and upon whom he would depend to pass legislation, were split on
the issue. He sent a fact-finding mission to the islands and found that
the so-called “revolution” was engineered by US business interests in '

the islands and had little native support. Nevertheless, the provisional i
government put in place would not be dissuaded and Cleveland was

in the unenviable position of having to depose the revolutionaries

with force or to find some sort of intermediate status for Hawaii. He dels
chose the latter. It proved only a temporary reprieve for the anti-
annexationists. By the time William McKinley had taken office as
President of the United States in 1897 the global context had changed
considerably and by joint resolution of Congress the US annexed poss
Hawaii in 1898. v ot '
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A o war?

T over the Venezuelan boundary dispute seemed a def;

War 1895. Evaluate the case for and against war
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ezuelan Response

nstorm possible responses of the Venezuelan government
and US positions on the border dispute, Discuss possible

response. Use the following chart to help.

Possible US reaction | Possible Briti_s_h reaction
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Discussion point
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