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To war?

War over the Venezuelan boundary dispy
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Britain and the United States. To what degree do you thin’k":h Great
a real possibility throughout this crisis? At war was
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The Venezuelan Response : P
In groups, brainstorm possible responses of the Bl saui W
A ot Venezuelar j
‘ fre BﬂﬁSh and US positions on the border disnm:z l[J)l e :
' S 107 €ach response. Use the following chart
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estimated 20,000 Cubans living in th f
these organized a committee tO agitate in f?vor 0 %
lobby the American government tO recognize .the g fight the
government organized by the rebels an_d to raise red 10 gain
war. Centered in New York, this comuittee aftex® It 0
support of organized labor, springing from th? suppo stories 1O
makers union. The committee also fed sensational newspress” 0
newspapers across the country. The infamous ~Ye‘110.w d on these
William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer capitalized © ly the
stories eventually sending their own correspondents 10 su? S Ya'or
lurid copy. Mass meetings and demonstrations Were l?eld mhﬂjl ]
cities such as Chicago, New York, Kansas City and Philadelphia-
When the issue reached the floor of Congress, many of the ed
ideological arguments for expansion were again voiced. Some argu
that a free Cuba would mean expanded markets for US business-
Others invoked the Monroe Doctrine in support of the rebels. A
friendly Cuba could help the United States navy protect the eastern
approaches to the much-heralded canal to be cut across the Isthmus
of Panama in the same way that Hawaii could protect its western
approaches. Despite this initial furor, interest in the plight of the
revolutionaries did not hold the popular US imagination for long and
President Cleveland steadfastly refused to intervene. Even during the
1896 election campaign, there was little talk of Cuba. The war,
however, was hurting some American interests more than others. By
1897, the revolution in Cuba had significantly affected the sugar
market in the United States. Likewise, tobacco imports from the
embattled island were shrinking, driving prices higher.
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The Yellow Press : PR

In groups of three, choose a current event in your country that |
or more clearly identifiable and opposing positions. Or 1
newspaper article or draw a cartoon keeping as stri
established facts of the event. The other two o
article or draw a political cartoon on that event ir
Press, each taking an opposing point of view. Th
Spanish—American War at the PBS site on its series
(http://www.pbs.org/crucible/frames/_jduma]_ism o .
Use the following chart to help: a7 A Pl T
| Posirtiron? | Factsto emphasize? | Facts to ig

Event?

2 Analyze the lan, ge

Discussion questions: }
1 How much did the three articles/car :
fac;s/ideasﬂ}atappeare,d n all th :
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The US diplomatic response

esident McKinley, wl}o succeeded Cleveland, was more wi
g nfront the Spanish diplomatically over their conduct irel :;?givnvgrm
than cleveland had been, but stopped short of advocating US
intervention. Nevertheless, he was torn by conflicting domestic
sentiments about tl'le war. The business lobby, on the whole, disliked
the idea of war while some politicians of both parties advocated more
aggressive action. Much of the public saw intervention in some way,
shape or form as a moral duty while diplomats worried about the y
response of European powers to any sort of US involvement.
McKinley attempted to strike a middle ground in his inaugural
address by promising a foreign policy that was “firm and dignified ...
just, impartial and ever watchful of our national honor ...” At the
same time this foreign policy “want[ed] no wars of conquest.” His
inaugural address went on to warn against the “temptation of
territorial aggression.” The Yellow Press, nonetheless, continued to be
filled with stories of Spanish cruelty in Cuba. McKinley, again trying
to walk a middle line, put the Spanish government on notice that its
conduct in Spain was unacceptable and that if it did not remedy the
situation the United States would take further action. This threat
seemed to have the desired result. The Spanish government recalled
General Weyler and proposed some limited reforms. By the end of
1897, the Cuban insurrection again appeared to recede from the
public eye in America.

“Bver watchful of our national honor” took on a more immediate
meaning in early 1898. The Yellow Press, in this case the New York
Journal, printed a letter that had been leaked from the Spanish
ambassador in Washington, Dupuy de Lome, to the Spanish
government in Madrid in which he derides McKinley as a weak and
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nents in the Unke

¢ from a foreign
Congress againl
ition of the

pandering politician. Although his political oppO
States made the same accusations, when theY cam
country they took on the robes of a national insult
took up the cause, dormant for some time, of recog us and deadly
revolutionary government. A week later, a more serio aUS

blow to “national honor” occurred when the USS Maine,

e crew.
battleship, exploded in Havana harbor killing 260 of her
uiry was ordered

McKinley’s response was initially measured. An nq hat it had
into the causes of the explosion. The inquiry cf(f)nCIUdEd i
been an underwater mine that had touched off ex : r
ship’s magazines. Congress allocated $50 million to the loo.mII;gct‘;‘('):
and the press and the public increasingly called for aggreSSlVeC ngress
against Spain. Although still wary of war, McKinley went to f;hg

on April 11 for the authority to use force against the Spamsly

Teller Amendment, one of the resolutions that Congress p'assed‘
authorizing the war, stated that the United States had no intention

of annexing Cuba.

plosions in the

The United States invades the Philippines

On April 19, Congress authorized the use of force against the Spanish.
Although Spain’s colonial holdings included Guam, Puerto Rico, Cuba
and the Philippines, the fighting was largely contained to Cuba and the
Philippines. The United States navy was well-prepared for the war. It
was a modern fighting force that had developed a strategic plan should
war with Spain come. Once the war broke, it put this plan into action.
Commodore George Dewey assembled a squadron of seven ships of
the American Asiatic Squadron in Hong Kong in February and with
this force set out for Manila Bay in the Philippines in late April.

The Spanish naval force defending the islands consisted of older ships
that were outgunned and out-armored by the US force, although the
Spanish commander, Admiral Montojo, had hoped that shore
batteries could support his ships in defending the islands against a US
naval attack. The Spanish preparations were still underway when
Dewey’s squadron arrived in the Philippines on April 30. After
seeking out Montojo’s fleet, the United States attacked at dawn on
May 1. After an hour and a half of action, the Spanish force was
destroyed. But what to do now? Dewey had enough marines to holq
the naval yards in Manila Bay, but not to wrest the city, much less
the islands, from the Spanish troops stationed there. The US na

held the waters around the islands and waited for 5 landing force
arrive, which it had by the end of the summer and by August 13 b
Philippines were in US hands. The first major success of the vy e
Battle of Manila Bay, had been won half the globe away fro "
fight to free Cuba. Fithe

The United States army was not the modern fi
United States navy was in 1898. At the outbreak of the wa

regular army consisted of 28,000 soldiers and officers sy L, the
across the continent. State militias were estimated ¢ hgvead out
under 115,000 additional men, although the federa] = © Somethijp
authority to press them into overseas service was debag le)rnrnem.s
Volunteers would be needed. In this instance able

ghting force that the

, the war fever that had

sessane

eenve

@ "0t c0sene0sreseRORDOOIRORIOBAROGETDS

Discussion point

did McKinley mean by
szz:mal honor?’ What type of
affront to this honor do you
think would proyoke a war?
What do you think would
rouse your country to war?

Adivit)’ Ay

President McKinley
and war fever

There has been considerable
historic debate on the forces
that led President McKinley to
war with Spain in 1898. Some
historians have argued that it
was the Yellow Press that
incited the public to pressure
the government to take action.
Others have argued that it
was the business lobby that
influenced the president.
Analyze the arguments of
historians such as:

e Walter Lefeber
e Julius Pratt

e Howard Zinn .
e Robert C. Hilderbrand
e John Dobson
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. ed the country i'n lh.e.
ding months paid dividends.
= s of the United States
onded to the president’s call
for 125,000 volunteers
othusiastically. It was, however,
2 thing to call for 125,000
onleunteers and quite another one
v:dothe, arm, equip, train and
iransport that many men.

These problems were soon obvious.
As regulars and volunteers
assembled in Florida, Tennessee,
and Virginia for the anticipated
invasion of Cuba, it became

evident that the army was not prepared. The camps were rife with
disease- Despite the fact that they were going to fight in a tropical
dlimate, the majority of the men were issued with the traditional dark
woolen uniforms. While the regular troops were issued with modern

US troops crossing over a river,
Philippines, 1899.

S0 0000000000000 RORRNRARNNS

repeating rifles, much of the volunteer force had to make do with the g
springfield single- shot “Trapdoor” rifle. Q of what strategic

importance were the
Confusion also characterized the early command decisions made by Philippines to the United
the army. Lacking a coherent strategic plan prior to the Congressional States in 18997 What

challenges did its
occupation of the
Philippines pose for
the United States?

resolutions, the army high command, led by General Nelson Miles,
debated how to proceed and where to attack. Havana was considered
and then rejected, as the bulk of the Spanish force was stationed
there. Eventually, it was decided to launch an attack from the :
Florida camp, in Tampa, on Santiago. The regular army units were in
Tampa as was the volunteer cavalry force that became known as the
Rough Riders led by its second in command, Theodore Roosevelt.
The Rough Riders, the regular army units and the state militia that
embarked at Tampa on June 6 for the invasion numbered some
17,000 men and were led by General William Shafter. This force
would face about 125,000 Spanish troops. Spain’s land forces were
augmented by a squadron of obsolete ships under the command of
Admiral Cervera that had managed to elude the US fleet and slip into
Santiago Harbor, only to be subsequently trapped.

After a chaotic landing in Cuba, the US forces moved toward
Santiago. En route they fought the battles of El Caney and San Juan
| Hill, defeating the Spanish forces and by early July found themselves
’ in front of Santiago, exhausted and lacking supplies. Within days the
Spanish fleet attempted to break through the US naval blockade and
was destroyed, leading the Spanish commander to negotiate the
surrender of his forces defending Santiago. Meanwhile, a force of
18,000 US soldiers embarked for Puerto Rico, another Spanish
Caribbean possession defended by 9,000 Spanish soldiers. After a
series of battles in early August, the Puerto Rican campaign was cut
short by an armistice signed by Spanish and US officials on
August 10. The war had lasted a matter of months and cost the
United States about 2,500 dead, only about 16 per cent of which
Were battle deaths, the remainder perishing from disease. ‘
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Discussion point

How did the Spanish—American
War differ from the other wars
that the United States fought
in the 19th century? In what
ways was it similar? What
lesson might the US have
taken from the organization
and conduct of the war?
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The aftermath: The imperial del_’ate Lesentatives
From October to December 1898, US and Spamsrlfrff:ris ceded Puerto
negotiated a treaty in Paris. The resulting Trealy Ofes her independence
Rico and Guam to the United States. Cuba W0111_d g as the

as the Teller Amendment prohibited its annexation. It VYSh were less
Philippines that proved to be a difficult Pomt‘, s Sptimln possessions,
ready to relinquish it than they had been their Carib cd D emands
but had no realistic way of holding them against Amer-lcad states for its
backed up by a naval squadron in Manila Bay. The ns he growing
part recognized the strategic importance of the islands to t rgmlll .
China trade. In the end, the United States agreed to pay $20

the Philippines. But the real debate was only getting started.

2 ifi he
In the United States, the Treaty of Paris had to be ratified by t

Senate with a two-thirds majority. Groups such as the Merlckan
Anti-Imperialist League with prominent members like Mar ,
Twain and Samuel Gompers formed to argue against the annexation
of the Philippines. They were joined by many Democrats, S.ugar
growers and isolationists. The Republican Party led by President
McKinley, the navy and those who would benefit from increased
Asian trade argued in favor of annexation. In early February 1899,
the fate of the Philippines was put to the question in the Senate.
Annexation carried the day by the narrowest of margins.

While the Teller Amendment ensured Cuba’s nominal political
independence, the United States still maintained an occupation force
on the island until 1902. During this period American capital poured
into Cuba. The infrastructure was modernized while the occupiers
renovated the financial system and government administration.
American fruit and tobacco companies bought up huge tracts of land
such that by 1901 much of Cuba’s economy and trade was dominated
by the US. How, then, to protect these extensive interests while at the
same time upholding the Teller Amendment in word if not in Spirit?
The answer came in the form of the Platt Amendment. Passed in 1901,
the Platt Amendment “guaranteed” Cuban independence by forbidding
Cuba from entering into any other foreign treaties. The amendment
further reserved for the United States the right to intervene in Cuba to
protect this independence and to be sold or leased military installations
on the island for this purpose. Amid popular Cuban protests, the Platt
Amendment became a part of the Cuban constitution.

The status of the Philippines was less complicated; it was part of th
United States. In 1899, under the leadership of an erstwhile Us a11e
Emilio Aquinaldo, Filipinos rose against their colonizers and capr: Y,
on a brutal guerilla war until 1901. By the time Aquinaldo arried
captured the US had come to understand the price of em irwas
building—the war had occupied some close t0 100,000 ngdie
cost close to 5,000 US lives. It is estimated that ove'r 200,00 er§ 'ar%d
died in the two and a half years of fighting, When Willi 0 Filipingg
over the governorship of the Philippines in 1901 he em;m Taft took
paternalistic program of reform that involved the £ arkefi on a
schools and infrastructure to support the US-dominag Izlst_l'ucnon of
the creation of a political assembly to practice a limiy Z mdustry and
rule. Despite this, it would take the severe dislocatio ed form of self-
the end of the Second World War to secure Phiﬁppinlzs i;ficompanyin
ependence‘




ing is an excerpt from an essay
W'm:':elgsi; a wealthy steel magnat
p‘e::ialist League.

written in August 1898 by

e and vice-president of the
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