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The United States and the First V

b eion poli :
While President Wilson was trying to craft a o l@ s embra¢
looked to morality as a guiding Pﬁndple' p
old notions of narrowly defined self-interest g
politics. By 1914, this path saw Europe descend
of the First World War. In the early B
powers committed to war and in the case of
commitment stretched around the globe 02
The United States did not feel the same gra!
In many ways, Wilson saw it as




ability to enforce it, is only neutrality so long as other states allow it
to be so. Belgium was unable to maintain its neutrality even with the
guarantee of Great Britain and so was dragged into the war by virtue

of her geographic position. The United States would fi ;
difficult for different reasons. ind neutrality

The US had, as we have discovered above, emerged into world
prominence in the decades preceding the German invasion of
Belgium, Luxemburg, and France in 1914, Her economy was now
tied more closely to a world economy than ever before and the
disruptions caused by the war were sure to have ramifications in the
US economy. US financial institutions caught a glimpse of these
disastrous possibilities when the outbreak of the war caused a need
for cash in belligerent nations. When these states began to sell off

their US securities, Wilson suspended the sale of stocks to prevent
a panic.

The Allied blockade

US neutrality was only as good as its ability to force other countries
to respect it. Early in the war both sides indicated that they were
not willing to do so. This situation laid bare the prejudices of Wilson
and most US citizans in favor of the Allies at the same time that the
commercial potential of staggering war demand began to dawn on
American industry. Although international law prohibited the
blockading of non-war material—non-contraband materials—such
as food, these restrictions would make the blockade useless as a tool
of war and both sides ignored it. The blockade was designed to
prevent the importing of goods to enemy ports. Given the
geography of the war, this was primarily directed at Atlantic
shipping. The Allied blockade, enforced primarily by the surface
fleet of the British Royal Navy, proved less deadly than the
submarine warfare of the German navy. Regardless, war orders
from the Allies were more than enough to keep the US economy
producing at capacity especially when credit restrictions were eased
and later lifted altogether.

The deadly nature of a blockade enforced by German submarines,
without the provision required by international law that adequate
measures be taken to ensure the safety of passengers and crew, was
brought into sharp focus in May 1915. A single torpedo fired by a
U-20 struck the passenger liner RMS Lusitania as she steamed off the
Irish coast. The Lusitania carried passengers as well as US-made
munitions destined for Britain. She went down with 1,195 of her
passengers and crew, 123 of them US citizens. The Germans claimed
that, as well as civilian passengers, the British ship was carrying
munitions, which in part was true.

The sense of Allied outrage was partly due to the nature of the
attack on a ship carrying civilian passengers. This, despite German
warnings printed in US newspapers that such attacks were possible
and warning US citizens that they traveled on British ships at their
own risk. The outrage was also derived in part from the growing fear
that Germany would ignore what the United States saw as its
maritime rights as a neutral, regardless of the position of Great
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The sinking of the
Lusitania

Press coverage

After doing further research on
the sinking of the RMS
Lusitania, write a newspaper
article or an editorial on the
sinking from one of the
following perspectives:

e Brazil

e Germany

e United Kingdom

e United States

Compare your article to those
by other students who chose
different perspectives. What
elements of the event did you
choose to emphasize? What
elements did other students
choose to emphasize? What
effect did the sinking of the
Lusitania have on US public
opinion? What effect did it
have on Wilson's views on the
war? What does this exercise
tell us about how historians
use newspaper articles and
editorials in studying history?
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The US economy, with its prodigious loans an
was increasingly dependent on Allied success.
economic support alone made any blocka
weak. While the Germans backed down in 1
conceivably get to the point when it would take more th
stop them from attacking US ships.

The British were not above aggravating US neutrality. In 1?16'
Britain banned a number of US firms from doing business in Great
Britain on the grounds that they also did business with the'enemY-
Although this enraged Wilson and many in his administration the US
continued to supply the Allied war effort.

Getting ready

Wilson ran for reelection in 1916, partly on his record of keeping the
United States out of the war. The reality, however, was that US
neutrality was rather one-sided. Further, the first years of the war
illustrated that if the United States wanted to maintain what
neutrality it had, a credible military threat was going to be necessary.
These arguments, anchored by Republicans and industrial interests
but also echoed by important members of Wilson’s administration,
fueled a vigorous debate in the US as to the extent to which a neutral
country should militarize. On the other side of the question, pacifists,
socialists and organized labor worried that expanding the military
could provoke war and should the United States be able to maintain
its neutral position would only serve to profit industrialists at the
expense of the taxpayer. By the end of 1915, Wilson w
around to the idea that the war, which was now revea
the long, bloody stalemate that it would remain unjj
the US was neutral or belligerent, would require

modern military. Wilson took his argumentqto COZ;ng:md more
people. By mid 1916, after difficult legislative Wwrangling | the

and some compromise, Wilson guided his bills thr, hgé ong debate,
into law. ongress anq

National Defense Act, 1916

e Increased the army from 80,000 to 223,000
e Brought state militias under federa] contro]

e Gave the president power to mobilize the Nati

e Expanded the National Guard to over 4 ational Gyarg
o

i T 10

as coming
ling itself 1o be
1918, whether

oug

BntlSh recryj
encourage
forces, ¢,
with Us

ting poster. Recruiters in all
ed emotional appeals to
Men to enlist in the armed
rempcjife and contrast this poster
ek CTuiting posters you can find



—A T oaeem,

3 @ The United States and the First World War

VLY S i es s s nimnsiadiin Bl aan
o Multi-year building plan AdD b ?
. 10 Dreadnoughts . ebate
o 16 Cruisers . “To arm or not to arm?”
e 50 Destroyers

Naval Expansion Act, 1916

- inide the class into two groups, one opposing expanding the US military
Merchant Marine Act, 1916 *in 1916 and the other supporting the expansion of the army and navy.

» Research the arguments of thos iti
m o e who supported each position and
° Federal_gove ment could » conduct a class debate on the question
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o Increased federal power to Against expansion: In favour of expansion:
regulate shipping e Farmers e Industrialists
e Socialists e Military leaders
The drift to war * e Organized labor
The Democrats campaigned e Pacifists
in 1916 on Wilson’s neutrality . e Others

record. It is therefore il i de Oie el b e E e e RN S BN e NS MBS SIS
understandable that the Republicans would attack this record and

in the process they began to be perceived as the party more likely

to guide the country into the war. Wilson did his level best to

encourage this perception. On a deeper level, this debate revealed

the development of a foreign policy split that would continue for

40 years.

There was of course any number of variations on these two main
themes. For example, some internationalists, represented generally by
eastern industrial interests, advocated for a strong military to help
“police” the world while other internationalists spoke more in terms of
universal disarmament and the use of economic sanctions and collective
security to enforce the peace. By 1916, Wilson was a committed
internationalist. He attempted to bring the belligerents in the European
war to the negotiation table to no avail. Early in 1917, he presented his
vision for a post-war world, a world in which disputes between
countries were negotiated, armaments were greatly reduced, ships plied
the seas unmolested, and nations cooperated in a organization to ensure
the stability of the international economic and political system.

The realities of the war were, however, conspiring against Wilson’s

lofty intentions. While he was putting the final touches on this plan,

the German Chancellor, Bethmann Hollweg, was meeting with his

military commanders. Generals

Hindenburg and Ludendorff Internationalism | Isolationism
argued that if the German navy PR i

could unleash its fleet of 100
submarines on all shipping bound
for her enemies, they could
strangle Britain within six months.
This timeline was important,
because all present at the meeting
understood that should Germany
resume unrestricted submarine
warfare it would entail sinking US
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vessels and this would likely bring the
Germany. The German
could take up to a year for any US soldi
western front and by this time Britain WO
knees. On January 31, 1917 the Ge
announced that, starting
origin would become targets for their

Us into ;
Command ré reasoned:
o ers t0 mate
uld have been
rman ambaSsador in ‘
the next day, all ships regardless of
submarines.

While some of Wilson’s administration urged an imme s

of war, the president could not bring himself to do it. He

would further divide his country and wreck prosp “j;ﬁfmm
post-war settlement and his role in its construction. AP~ :

breaking diplomatic relations with Germany, Wilson
take a curious diplomatic episode to push him and the 7

United States over the edge to war.
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The Zimmermann telegram

The following telegram was sent from the German
foreign minister, Arthur Zimmermann, to.
minister in Mexico. It was intercepted by t th
‘turned over to the United States.
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Regardless of how realistic such a prospect was
was not, it had a serious effect on public opinior‘:\,r
After the telegram was made public, people in th.e
United States who had been ambiguous about the
situation in Europe saw Germany as meddling and
conniving. More serious than diplomatic intrigues
however, was the fact that German U-Boats were :
sending US merchant ships to the bottom of the
sea throughout February and March. Wilson now
believed that the United States would have to
enter the war.

On April 2, 1917, Wilson gave a solemn address to
Congress in which he outlined his case for war.
He understood that it was a “fearful thing to lead
this great peaceful people into war. ...”

The extent to which it was a fearful thing that still
deeply divided his people was evidenced by the
pro-war and anti-war speeches, marches and
demonstrations that seemed to appear daily in
cities across the country. Four days later, the
formal declaration of war was signed.

US Army recruits at Camp Wadsworth South Carolina, 1918.
What challenges did the United States face in mobilizing an
army to fight in Europe in the First World War? How did it meet
these challenges? What were some of the motivations for
young men to enlist in the US army in the First World War?

M""""”"""‘"""“"""“"""“'”‘”""""'“""""""""'

A .

- Declaration of war
E Read President Wilson's April 2, 1917, address to Questions E
+ Congress in which he asks for a declaration of war. 1 What evidence is there in the speech that Wilson was .
: You can find a copy of the speech at http://www. hesitant to go to war? .
’ firstworldwar.com/source/usawardeclaration.htm. 2 Why does Wilson say that “Neutrality is no longer .
: Use the following chart to analyze Wilson's reasons for feasible ..."? 4
< taking the United States into the war. 3 \What evidence is there that in asking for the dedaration =
Ml Immediate reasons for Long-term reasons for (sittlwan mion is already looking to a postwar ¢
M entering the war entering the war EXRELE: .
C PUBEaREEE T A W R 4 What does Wilson mean when he says that “The world &
. must be made safe for democracy?” What implications =
: does this have for the postwar settlement? 4
. 5 Wiite a reply to Wilson's speech from the perspective .
3 of the German govemment. .

-............."..........lIOCUOC..l'..lO.....'lll‘I.Ill........‘.ll'.....l.'....

The Selective Service Act, 1917

In his address of April 2, Wilson had clearly stated that in his view
the massive mobilization required by the war must be managed by a
strong central government centered in the executive branch. It
would require a financial commitment that would require higher
taxes. Just as wealth would need to be conscripted, Wilson also
argued for the draft to swell the ranks of the small US army.
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ear had provided
Although the National Defense Act of the preVIOUuSiZed that this be
for an expanded army, the declaration of war reqlsoﬂ's prefel’ence
drastically expanded and expedited. Although Wi e understoo
would certainly have been a massive volunteer arm};;erefore urge
that time and sentiment would not permit (?nc. e ;d draft young
the passing of the Selective Service Act, which wou hat the divisions
men into the army. The debate that ensued proved 2 orated with
that had preceded Wilson’s April 2 address had not evap assed in May
the declaration of war. Despite the rancor, the Act Was phe draft.

and by June millions of Americans were registering oL

Financing the war

Once the United States entered the war it became pe}tem.ly CY‘d;E:;ge
Wilson and the US government how desperate the situation o
had become for the Allies who needed money, men and material. -
U-boat campaign was biting deeply into Britain's food stores anq a
belligerents were close to bankruptcy. While Wilson wanted to finance
the war with as little recourse to credit as possible, the dire need of his
new Allies could not wait for new taxes to make money available for
loans while, at the same time, mobilizing and expanding the armed
forces. Congress authorized a loan of $7 billion to get mobilization
moving and shore up the finances of France and Britain.

The issue of taxation was another that divided the country Wilson
was trying to unite behind a war effort. Both the extent of a new tax
regime and the distribution of the tax burden were hotly debated. In
the end, taxes provided for about 30 per cent of the cost of the war.
As in other belligerent countries, to income tax was added a wide
variety of duties on a wide variety of goods and services. An
extensive Liberty Bond campaign raised money from all quarters of
the United States.

The scale of the First World War led all participants to expand
government management of national economies to an unprecedented
extent. In the United States, this meant the creation of thousands of
government agencies to shepherd the economy toward war
production.

The Food Administration

Led by future president Herbert Hoover, this age

production and distribution of food through lagrgrex]?l ‘:zf:]:tged the
measures. The Administration bought crops at a fiye done ary
proved profitable to farmers. Hoover encouraged foo ¢ ¢ that
while food production increased dramatically under th
of the Food Administration.

Onservation,
€ Supervision

The War Industries Board

The WIB led by Bernard Baruch coordinateq the pr :
purchase of war materials. All industries inVOIVedp' oductiop and
were subject to its direction in what woylq be pro(;n War prody, ction
whom. The Board worked to fix prices and ge & uced anq 1,
Factories that had supplied consumer ang St ages ang hours,
were converted to production of war materialg €acetime .
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Discussion point

Apart from how they are
constructed, how are conscript
armies different from
volunteer armies? What are
the advantages of
conscription? What are the
disadvantages of conscription?
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Fuel Administration

Just as the }iuover had guaranteed a profitable price for grain to
encourage increased production, the Fuel Administration did the

same thing for coal with a similar effect on production

National War Labour Front

This organization, with representatives from government, owners
and labor sought to regulate labor relations without rGCOl’lI‘SG to
Jockouts and smkgs so as to keep wartime industries producin
without interruptions. §

Railroad Administration

This board coordinated the transportation of goods from mines
factories and fields by operating the various lines and spurs of KIJS
railways as one system. Again, money greased the wheels of
coordination. The government provided funds for upgrading
existing lines.

The Shipping Board

This body oversaw the expansion of shipbuilding to maintain the
merchant fleet in the face of the U-boat campaign. Over the course of
the war, US shipping tonnage increased by a factor of ten.

Committee on Public Information

Just as war production was to be coordinated, the Wilson
administration also attempted to coordinate public opinion.

The CPI published pamphlets, posters and newspapers articles to
garner support for the US war effort. Tens of thousands of its
speakers trooped around the country presenting the government’s
case for patriotic support for the war. The propaganda effort extolled
the virtues of the Allies and their cause while demonizing the enemy.

Women and the war

As in other Allied countries such as Great Britain and Canada, the
jobs vacated by soldiers were filled by an increasing number of
women. While women had always played an important role in the
industrial production of the United States, the war saw them enter
occupations traditionally dominated by men and in numbers never
seen before. These jobs were in the industrial sector such as
munitions factories and in white-collar positions such as clerks.
Women also flocked to more traditionally female occupations such as
nursing, many thousands of them serving overseas.

ndent income that accompanied these
d themselves with a greater degree

of social freedom. While many of these jobs disappeared when the war

ended, with the reduction in economic demand and soldiers returning

to fill their old jobs, the contribution women had made to the war
altered permanently.

effort was significant and their social position e
Women'’s suffrage activists wished to capitalize on this importance and

accelerated their demand for the vote. By 1920, they were successful
with the passing and ratification of the 19th Amendment.

————— N

Partially because of the indepe
new economic roles, women foun
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Opposition and repression J—
Opposition to the war continued after Wi.ISOn s Ap ing pro.waf'for
This resistance could be issue-specific while re impo,iﬁbn'bf‘*th“c
example there was widespread resistance‘to the us. enterlns the
draft by many who were generally in favor of theresistance 10 the
war. Critics could also be broad and deep in thcf_f S ‘tion to any
war as a whole. The Socialist Party maintained its OpPOStHO= »
US participation in the war.

The Espionage Act, passed in June of 1917;‘,2 ) s & po :
with which to keep dissent in check. The Actan"wedj;r %},
sentences of up to 20 years for anyone who, in times : B
caused or attempt to cause insubordination, AL

refusal to serve in the military.
not be used to limit discussic
government’s policies or actions.

Platform
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hat the Republica_ns t_ook control of both houses of Congress in the
1918 elections. This did not bode well for Wilson as he left for th
peace conference at the end of the war. .

S0 BBNORENNANTANRERARNS,

Discussion point

To what extent should the
government have the right to
restrict personal liberties in
times of war? Does war justify
this action? Why or why not?

us armed forces overseas

British and French hopes that the United States should be rushed
soon as possible to shore up the existing Allied positions became &
more acute when the Bolshevik revolution and subsequent Treat R AT
of Brest-Litovsk took Russia out of the war and made scores of .
additional German divisions available for action in France. The near
collapse of the Italian army and the French mutinies of 19. 17 made
this situation even more desperate. The US government and army
resisted this impulse. General Pershing wanted to enter the war
with a US army distinct, intact, and strong enough to fight on its
own terms alongside, not mixed in with, her new Allies. In the face
of allied pleas, Pershing softened his position somewhat, but it
would not be until early 1918 that US troops would move to the
front in significant numbers—at about the same time that the
German High Command would make one last attempt at breaking
the stalemate.

.
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The United States in battle

From early 1918, until the end of the war, the American Expeditionary Force
contributed to Allied defensive and offensive operations. Research the
following battles to complete the following chart.

Battle Commanders ‘ Description Significance
s L s SR P, o =L S
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President Wilson and the Peace of Paris

Wilson had advocated for a “peace without victory” before the 4.
United States had entered the war. In many ways, Wilson’s decision

to enter the war was taken with a keen eye to the postwar world s ‘
system as much as it was to the protection of US shipping. Wilson'’s ; i i )
notion of internationalism based on liberal democratic ideals, , 2 Hossher 18O |
capitalism, freer trade and the dissolution of colonial empires, he /it 3 YR TN
believed, required US leadership and to have a guiding hand in the i) AN AR

peace required a contribution on the battlefield. Regardless, for ‘ ¥ VAT

these principles to prevail, Wilson believed that Germany had to be - 2 A Y e P g
defeated, While Wilson had floated a number of these ideas in ' R RS e TR e i '

public since 1917, they were crystallized as the 14 Points in a LR Tt IR L v

January 1918 speech. . SRR gl BAS iyt NN
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The 14 Points 2 lasso::m“ of nations must be formed
Synopssofthe 14 Points: nan tsfor the purpose of
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Data supplied by the United States War Department, February 1924
Source: Trueman, John et al. 1979. Modern Perspectives. 2nd edn. Toronto: McGraw,
Hill, Ryerson. p. 411.

The Peace Conference seemed to amplify Wilson’s previous tendency
toward autocratic decision-making. At various times, he found
himself at serious odds with the British prime minister, Lloyd George,
and the “Tiger of France”, Georges Clemenceau, who at one point
threatening to pull out of the negotiations. He did not feel bound by
secret treaties concluded by the other Allies such as the Treaty of'
London with Italy nor to any promises made to Japan. Most of his
objections to these agreements, apart from their l'argely secr?t na_ture,
were that they amounted to a division of the spoils of war violating
his concept of national self-determination. The staggering number of
national submissions by countries, territories, national g’rctups
complicated matters immeasurably and exposed Wilson’s ignorance
with regards to European politics—the byproduct of 150 years of US
isolationist policies.

As Wilson gradually gave way on some elements of the 14 Points, he
seemed to gxl‘:ce mzrg and mgre‘ confidence m his ptqposed League of
Nations to mitigate what he saw as deficiencies in the broader treaty.
Rather than creating the League under a sep'flra.te ‘treaty, Wilson sought
to bind the participants more closely to it by Insisting the Covenant of
the League be included in the actual Treaty of Versailles.

6,160,800

2,197,000

8
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Discussion point

To what extent was the

League of Nations a reflection
of Wilson's Moral Diplomacy?
To what extent does the
League mark a departure from
US foreign policy?

How do the principles of the
League compare to the
principles of:

e The Monroe Doctrine?
e Big Stick Diplomacy?
e Dollar Diplomacy?
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Back in the United States, the Republican- pena R ion point

aspectsofthe League to which they could no Healy o S

- What happened to each of
‘th‘e 14 Points in the final

settlement? Discuss
ﬁ‘e reason why some of the
oints were not included in

the settlement.
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‘ Lodsevs.WiIson on the League S
~ gource A et whon . o
tollowing is an excerpt of a speech given by H
Thet Lodge in August 1919 addressing the issrxe 2? 2

d‘axeague of Nations.
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But the treaty is so much more than that. It is not
merely a settlement with Germany; it is
readjustment of those great injustices which

underlie the whole structure of European and
Asiatic society. ...

It is a people’s treaty, that accomplishes by a great
sweep of practical justice the liberation of men who
never could have liberated themselves, and the
power of the most powerful nations has been
devoted not to their aggrandizement but to the
liberation of people whom they could have put
under their control if they had chosen to do so. ...

At the front of this great treaty is put the Covenant
of the League of Nations. ...

Unless you get the united, concerted purpose and
power of the great Governments of the world
behind this settlement, it will fall down like a
house of cards. There is only one power to put
behind the liberation of mankind, and that is the
power of mankind. It is the power of the united
moral forces of the world, and in the Covenant of
the League of Nations the moral forces of the world
are mobilized. For what purpose?

Reflect, my fellow citizens, that the membership of
this great League is going to include all the great
fighting nations of the world, as well as the weak
ones. It is not for the present going to include
Germany, but for the time being Germany is not a
great fighting country. All the nations that have
power that can be mobilized are going to be
members of this League, including the United
States.

And what do they unite for? They enter into a
solemn promise to one another that they will never
use their power against one anther for aggression;
that they never will impair the territorial integrity
of a neighbour; that they never will interfere with
the political independence of a neighbour; that
they will abide by the principle that great
populations are entitled to determine their own
destiny and that they will not interfere with that
destiny; and that no matter what differences arise
amongst them they will never resort to war
without first having done one or other of twq
things—either submitted the matter of controyer
to arbitration, in which case they agree to abide by

the result without question, or submitted j 10 the
consideration of the council of the Leagye of
Nations, laying before that council all the
documents, all the facts, agreeing that the ¢oyp e
can publish the documents and the facys 1o th“;‘@l-

- 59 that we 4pa ng:l ;i)lb}m’ (A
€xcept oy own,

~80L:1§is OWn course i a 10 any man who wants to
v
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ng that there shall be six

the mature consideration of
uncil, and agreeing that at the
{ the six months, even if they are no
ccept the advice qf the council with
ttlement of the dispute, they wil]
for another three months,

world, agreei
owed for
by the c0

whole
mon[hs all

expiration 0
then ready t0 @
regard to the s€
still not go to war
ds, they consent, no matter what
s, to submit every matter of dnffe.rencc
o 'them to the judgment of mankind, and
petween rtainly as they do that, my fellow citizens,
e soilclebe in the far background, war will be
wafhwd out of that foreground of terror in which it
pus ke ¢ the world for generation after generation,
:;fi nign will know that there will be a calm time

of deliberate counsel.

The most dangerous thing for a bad cause is to
expose it to the opinion of the world. The most
certain way that you can prove that a man is
mistaken is by letting all his neighbours know what
he thinks, by letting all his neighbours discuss what
he thinks, and if he is in the wrong you will notice
that he will stay at home, he will not walk on the
street.

In other wor

He will be afraid of the eyes of his neighbours. He
will be afraid of their judgment of his character. He
will know that his cause is lost unless he can
sustain it by the arguments of right and of justice.

The same law that applies to individuals applies to
nations. ...

Let us accept what America has always fought for,
and accept it with pride that America showed the
way a.nd made the proposal. I do not mean that
America made the proposal in this particular
instance; I mean that the Principle was an
American principle, Proposed by America. ...

ggﬁzlzetr;rl;tlh ¢ heart of the whole matter. What
memory giv;e lllit:Ver am certain that I can from
Iam sure thata I teral repetition of jts language, but
1ts meaning Amc Sn 8lve an exact interpretation of
member of ¢ € ten provides that eve

‘mber of the Jeq Ly

t Will impair somewhat the

ged to take any advice
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Questions

1 M\at‘evidmceisﬁ\ereof\hﬁl;son’smralcﬁplmawh
source B? What evidence is there of a pragmatic
appmadnoforeignpoﬁ_cy?
have ideals, even if we differ from those who
have tried to establish a monopoly of idealism” in

A?
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3 ® The emergence of the Americas in global affairs, 1880-1923

s, the United states | mwﬁmvﬂmedm i

t i iffs i z .
oward higher tariffs in the US through the 1920 opping UP the MWWW%

was still an impressive importer as well. US capital, pr 70
German economy and playing a substantial role in many ot ¥
meant that as went the US economy, so went the world- econg -
There were elements of continuity with the prewar period. U
companies continued to buy and lease huge amounts of foreign 4
land in their voracious search for raw materials for the Overheat; t
US economy. The relative weakness of other economies mea Byt
there was limited competition from overseas firms. But Lo
“incursions” into foreign countries and markets were piloted by
private enterprise, albeit with a helping hand from the US
government. The Washington Treaty helped short-term ¢
with Japan—an important trading partner and the Dawes P
helped rehabilitate the German economy such that it could resume
payment of reparations to Britain and France, which would then
find their way back to the Allies’ American creditors.
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Canada and the First World War
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Having gained independence in domestic issues in
1867, Canada still labored under a confusing
foreign policy structure in 1914. As a Dominion of
the British Empire the British government
essentially controlled Canada’s foreign policy,
which meant she was bound by the course that
the British would take in the July Crisis of 1914,
Over the course of the preceding 12 years, the
Canadian military had been gradually drawn into
a more centralized command structure in terms of Adlvity""'----.----u-----...-...a-»-.
imperial operations and by 1912 Canadian forces ' o
wc;r)e integrated into imperial defence plans. Canada’s economic context
Despite this integration, there were hints that the Research the economic situation in Canada in the
issue of British command of Canadian soldiers penogi 1912-14. Use the following topic headings
would prove contentious and in fact would come to guide your research:
to a head during the war. In 1904, Wilfred Laurier ) Manufacturing
officially placed the countries militia under the o Unemployment

® Agricultural production

Discussion point

What were the advantages of Canada integrating
her military with British forces? What were the
disadvantages? What effect might the position of
the United States have played in this decision?

ePessconveone,
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command of a Dominion-born officer. From 1907,
however, integration continued with advances in

seasascnne

common training and standards among the imperial e Trade
forces. On paper, Canada had a permanent force of 2

about 4,000 soldiers and abou.{t 50,000 militia with ?“esnons

some training. The navy consisted of two warships, How was the economic context related to Canada’s

ability to fight 5 war in 19142

2 What 5
ha ;fﬁd might the unemployment situation
€auiting efforts in the autumn of 1914?

3 ‘M]at 5 .
e::f,:t did this €Conomic situation have on

fevenues? How mi s
Canada's abjj ' How might this impact
mightda b: :g:l,z 0 €quip an army and navy? What
govemment Possible solutions for the

Mobilization

In the midst of a heated debate regarding the
construction of the Canadian navy, Wilfreg T
had declared that when Britain was a¢ o Canéda

was at war. Although Canada had beep, debati
% place in the British Empire almost since the s?g‘:]gil:lger
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