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was still an impressive importer as well. US capital, pr 70
German economy and playing a substantial role in many ot ¥
meant that as went the US economy, so went the world- econg -
There were elements of continuity with the prewar period. U
companies continued to buy and lease huge amounts of foreign 4
land in their voracious search for raw materials for the Overheat; t
US economy. The relative weakness of other economies mea Byt
there was limited competition from overseas firms. But Lo
“incursions” into foreign countries and markets were piloted by
private enterprise, albeit with a helping hand from the US
government. The Washington Treaty helped short-term ¢
with Japan—an important trading partner and the Dawes P
helped rehabilitate the German economy such that it could resume
payment of reparations to Britain and France, which would then
find their way back to the Allies’ American creditors.
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Canada and the First World War
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Having gained independence in domestic issues in
1867, Canada still labored under a confusing
foreign policy structure in 1914. As a Dominion of
the British Empire the British government
essentially controlled Canada’s foreign policy,
which meant she was bound by the course that
the British would take in the July Crisis of 1914,
Over the course of the preceding 12 years, the
Canadian military had been gradually drawn into
a more centralized command structure in terms of Adlvity""'----.----u-----...-...a-»-.
imperial operations and by 1912 Canadian forces ' o
wc;r)e integrated into imperial defence plans. Canada’s economic context
Despite this integration, there were hints that the Research the economic situation in Canada in the
issue of British command of Canadian soldiers penogi 1912-14. Use the following topic headings
would prove contentious and in fact would come to guide your research:
to a head during the war. In 1904, Wilfred Laurier ) Manufacturing
officially placed the countries militia under the o Unemployment

® Agricultural production

Discussion point

What were the advantages of Canada integrating
her military with British forces? What were the
disadvantages? What effect might the position of
the United States have played in this decision?
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command of a Dominion-born officer. From 1907,
however, integration continued with advances in

seasascnne

common training and standards among the imperial e Trade
forces. On paper, Canada had a permanent force of 2

about 4,000 soldiers and abou.{t 50,000 militia with ?“esnons

some training. The navy consisted of two warships, How was the economic context related to Canada’s

ability to fight 5 war in 19142

2 What 5
ha ;fﬁd might the unemployment situation
€auiting efforts in the autumn of 1914?

3 ‘M]at 5 .
e::f,:t did this €Conomic situation have on

fevenues? How mi s
Canada's abjj ' How might this impact
mightda b: :g:l,z 0 €quip an army and navy? What
govemment Possible solutions for the

Mobilization

In the midst of a heated debate regarding the
construction of the Canadian navy, Wilfreg T
had declared that when Britain was a¢ o Canéda

was at war. Although Canada had beep, debati
% place in the British Empire almost since the s?g‘:]gil:lger
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3 o Canada and ﬂ‘ {’. g
ritish North America Act with some '
dence and others arguing caution a

Of ﬂ]e B advocating greater

] nd the benefits of
inion Status”, in 1914 the fact remaineq much as Laurier had

cterized it. While it is true that Canada tumbled into the conflict
with Britain’s declaration.oi Wwar in August 1914, as the South
African War of 1899 had illustrated, the manner of Canada’s i
icipation was a matter for the Canadian Parliament to decide. . G
That said, there was lftﬂe debate. Canada and her population of eight ‘
million would corflfmt to the total war effort. It would send men and
material and mobilize the home front to the war effort. The initial
commitment was a contingent of 25,000 men equipped and delivered
to the European theatre at Canada’s €xpense—initially estimated at
some $50 million. To facilitate this mobilization the government ,
d the War Measures Act at the outbreak of the war. The Act ¥
reserved for the federal government the right to govern by executive 28
decree in times of perceived “war, invasion, or insurrection.”

The mobilization effort would be dominated by the character of the
minister of militia, Sam Hughes. Hughes operated free from
governmental interference, method and scruples. Within a month of
the outbreak of the war, over 30,000 men had assembled at
Valcartier, Quebec, for training. Assembling men was one thing, but a
modern army had to be equipped and clothed and this proved a
challenge. Khaki uniforms and the Ross rifle were ordered in huge
quantities. Ships were contracted and preparations made, albeit at
times unorthodox and somewhat haph reparations. The







new divisions. The brutal arithmetic of the trenches, however
iqlo :ci that each division that was fighting would chdl owever,
dl,dl‘;c‘emems at a rate ‘“I some 15,000 men a year. The decentralized
= uiting System continually lowered medical and height s’mndard:

,Cr S . -
B reet the need for men. Volunteer recruiting peaked i
-dKCQ In

or 10 11
order 10 : ;
“;r]}f 1916 and fell off from that point. Nevertheless, when the Battl
€ ras erupted in the spring of 1917 and the Canadians began Ihq(
s ’Nr

of AIT
agsaull on
in France
pumbers cou

vimy Ridge, the Canadian Corps consisted of four divisions
with a fifth waiting in Britain. But by this time reuuil‘ :
1d not keep up with battle losses. j

Canadian Machine gunners in shell hole during the advance at Vimy Ridge, near Arras,
France, 1917. The Battle of Vimy Ridge is considered an important event in the
development of Canada as an independent nation. How can the experience of war

foster nationalist feelings?

Quebec

Recruiting in Quebec had lagged behind
beginning of the war. The reasons Were numerous. There was one
French-speaking regiment—the Royal 22 Battalion ”Th.e Van Doos"—
but it was primarily led by English officers. Demographically, men
married earlier in Quebec and this shrank the available pool of single

men as compared to Western Canada and Ontario. Recrun_mg in the ‘
ergymarn, excluding the most

Province was organized by a protestant cl

: £ ‘holi ch—
influential social institution in the provmce——The _Cathollc Clh(l;rn 2l
from the recruitment process. Anti-French education laws 11

and Manitoba epitomized an attitude that COHVh.lCCd many Frentch
Canadians that this was not their war. The growmg emé)lcl)ly;rrlllcifnh g
opportunities afforded by increased war production an t - Segn e
that accompanied them seemed t0 young Quebecers a morr S5
decision than enlisting. Politically, Henri Bourassa was[e;l(ils) na}ionalisre
Opposition 1o the war openly by 1916 as were many oher .

allies and this curtailed Quebec recruitment even further.

English Canada from the

YT EEAREE RN NN

What are some reasons for
the decline in volunteers
from early 19162 How
might the Canadian
government have
addressed this problem?
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Canada’s willingness
Source A

The following is an excerpt by historians J. Finlay and D. Sprague-
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3 ® Canada and the f

The First World War was developing into 2 human tragedy of

hile thiic proportions, it was fundamentally changing the shopt-
“ﬂsuopditio n and long-term structure of the Canadian economy.
term €on countries, Canada entered the war while in the depths
Like othel'depression. The increased production required by a
of a sharp war and the prospect of a vastly €xpanded army meant
Euxopeana period of realignment—and in fact a brief deepening of
that after ion—unemployment would be a memory, When the
the df!prfsscreas e in demand that accompanied a war of this

sive gz was combined with the physical devastation and

masn“‘} n of established European national €conomies it meant
disl-"f:‘:::’;a da, her fields and factories safe on the other side of the
tantic,could expand into this niche,

O A : ; i itional role of
ially, in Canada, this expansion would be in the uamt}gnal role ot
mimn; g: primary resources. Acreage under cultivation sened,

;':p’ nmllY early in the war and this pushed Trhieal prodyction to

levels. Thereafter, production would sta ,
The massive demand created by the disr.
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5 jon of
* 1915, Imperial Munitions Board coordinated pl'f’dut?airplanes
artillery shells and later other materials from sglg:ilital'}’
e 1915, War Purchasing Commission coordinate
procurement gy ‘sed the
® 1915, Munitions Resources Commission supemcsteign
conservation of natural resources for war produ rt, production
® 1917, Fuel Controller coordinated fuel import, €Xport,
and distribution keting
® 1917, Board of Grain Supervisors managed Wh¢?? :;1112 rses
1918, War Trade Board managed import and e?‘P‘,’buﬂ i
® 1918, Canadian Food Board supervised food distri

Financing the war

With a massive war effort comes a massive financial burd?nl-) c;;;andj
like all countries had two means at its disposal to meet thlsm:lni u
taxation and credit. Taxation was anathema to the finance ulutudt’:
Thomas White, but there really seemed no alternative. A mu ey
of indirect taxes descended on the Canadlanpumlcs‘eamsmp g
railroad tickets were taxed, as were items such as Gﬂﬁee L
tobacco, cheques, and telegrams. Tariffs increased.




gestion of leadership

prought into sharper focus an issue that C

Tha:i :::tha d been grappling .with increasingly over tahrz:ag:e?;gi: X
le: ears-—'namely the dominion’s relationship with Great Brita?n T
2'0 Yle fact that a declaration of war by the British Parliament iy
simP 4 Canada to war highlighted the limited nature of Canada’
iczdtpen ence as qid the fact that her constitution was in fact an Azts
S the British Parliament and would remain so into the 1980s. It s
© se that when tl}e ?““Sh Parliament declared war in August 1914
here Was 00 hesitation on the part of both Borden and Laurier .

. alf somewhat cool to imperial integration. Canada would commit
completel y to Bﬁtai_[.),'s cause. But as Canada’s commitment grew and
the war dragged on in its vicious stalemate, questions of dominion

ty began to emerge. Nowhere was this more clear than in

vereignty
:ze matter of the leadership of Canadian troops.

At the outset Of the war, the British High Command gave brief
consideration as to how the Canadian troops would be distributed
among existing British formations, but very early determ G
the Canadians as a division led by a British general. Borden favored
the idea that Canadian officers would lead these units. While he was
Jargely successful in these efforts, the Canadian Expeditionary Force
(CEF) would become, for operational purposes, part of the British
Operationally, the Canadian troops would g come ex
mder the C mmanders as the w:

A
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Quebec ]
The initial wartime consensus welded together by war e &M 1
Patriotic outpouring soon began to show cracks and as lght ]
expected these were most evident in French-English ,elaﬁon$ Lever |
Wilfred Laurier, ever an eloquent advocate of Canadian unity, ne:d |
wavered in his exhortations to cooperation. But as the war dlagg, |
on, recruiting numbers began to reveal a perceived gap AT )
English volunteers and French volunteers. Lack of d““nam ' |
military units and a perceived prejudice against French offies 1
combined with anti-French language legislation in both on'ml?o - g ' i
Manitoba to further enflame a tense situation. The Quebec nauomﬁm vy e e |
had furthered their alliance with the Conservatives early in thewar f
| by joining Borden’s government. The nationaliste leader,'gHCm?i 1 ke %00 RN Y ® Jj
_s Bourassa, however, had turned publicly against the warby 1916.

Much of this was brought to a head by the conscription crisis and % T P Tt RS
subsijcquent 1917 federal election campaign Tlile'’]"-'-‘1"3""“1P arty under Bt 5 f" ) '“AL fT Lo ' sl
Lauﬂer' Whﬂse powerstretchedacrosstheQuebe » .:_ _--'- b { B A1 52 BT L5 31 vl

was severely split by the question of conscriptio
w Liberals who either supported conscrip




who had little use for the formalities of Parliamen:
polit ent or his own prime minister. He did, however, have 4
v't'dcal of use for people W}'{O Supported him and the quirky ideas
:to'ok his fancy. His championing of the Ross rifle, 3 fine targe;
: t
WC_CI"’?'d:;ora] district) in which it was produced f] sh.
soldiers bereft of a workable rifle in Franc
recruiting system created chaos
nds of Canadians signed up. Mountin
m finally pushed Borden to fire Hy,

unsuitable for the dirty rigors of trench warfare, left "

with
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The Canadians in battle
in numerous

From their initial blooding in 1915, the Canadians took part plete
battles on the western front. Research the following battles to com
the following chart.

significance

iption
Canadian Commanders | pescriptio
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| The conscription debate

wide into two groups. One group will take th s
position and the other will take the anti-con € Pro-conscription

Scription position
ate on whether or not the Canadian govem%ggtzhould iata::: S

conscription into law in 1917. In researchin :
indude a representative sample of perspecﬁvyeosu lr ndudlposl?nmg-'s be sure to
o The Western Prairies

, British Columbia

English-speaking Quebecers e rSghe sy
French-speaking Quebecers ‘ e adieae o Sote-
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The shortcomings of the Ross rifl
evident and Canadian soldiers would aband

robust Lee Enfield of the British army when




