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4 o The Great Depression in the United States
. in the market fell along with stock prices, increasing the vi6 oish s anevs e eE
C@g:c; forcing prices lower. Small investors lost their life sagvtngs _A‘Rﬂvlny ':
% day. Contrary to common thought, the crash alone did not lead ¢ Srevance : .
jirectly to the Great Depression. : Applying history to the
eral trends occurred in the 1920s that, when combined, can be : present E l
i to have caused the Great Depression. While gross domestic * With the exception of very few ¢ |
L u ct increased during the decade, so did income disparity. Uneven 4 count:x:es, there was a worldwide E ]
istribution of income resulted in wealth becoming concentrated in + recession that beganin 2008 ¢ =
“re upper classes: by 1929, almost one-half of families in the United and continued at '@;W the ]
sates lived at subsistence level or below. The declining income of the ;:? d:gm ok “
pwer classes reduced their purchasing power. Secondly, much of the & 2 °Tel T T Fanms
economy depended upon the automobile and construction industries = govemo i E;f mekdgeralkeserve 5
and the growing aviation, motion picture and consumer product E Bank in theﬁrst decade of the i |
companies were not large enough to take up the slack when % 2000s. Then explore the causes  + ‘
construction fell by 20% in the three years preceding the crash, * of the first major fiscal crisis of = 1
along with the decline in automobile sales. Productive capacity * this century. Respond to the & |
continued to grow during those same years, as capital flooded the * following question in eitheran = |
market, eventually outstripping demand, resulting in layoffs and : essay or dlass debate: : :
lower wages, which accelerated the decline in the purchasing power : |
of the populace. At the same time that US industries were suffering . 2 |
om domestic economic weaknesses, the market for its productsin = . |
;urope dropped. A combination of several European countries . :
tion while other economies weakened because of :






p——

pespite the shame that accompanied asking for
help. increasing numbers as.k'cd the government
for assistance. because charities could not handle
the vast demand for help. Loca} and state officials
were, however unable to provide relief, as any
programs that existed were rr‘nmmal in the best of
(jmes. In cities across the nation men walked the
streets looking for work. People searched garbage
for food scraps and clothing. Soup kitchens saw
Jines go for block after block. Families split up as
men left to 100K for work. Families that lost their
pomes moved to the outskirts of towns and cities.
Ghanty towns sprung up. The new settlements
pecame known as Hoovervilles, named with

anger directed at the ineffective action of

the president.

In the heartland
while much of the discussion of the Great
Depression focuses on cities, the financial sector,
and industry, a long-term drought struck much of
the middle part of the country, hitting farmers
who were already suffering from a devastating
drop in income. The drought began in 1930 and
continued for a decade. While much of the United
states and Canada was affected, the area of the
southern Great Plains was particularly impacted.
Years of farming practices, involving the removal
of native grasses to be replaced with seasonal
crops, deep plowing and failure to rotate crops to
replace nutrients, took the deep and fertile top
soil for granted. As the drought wore on, crops
failed and farm animals were brought to the
slaughter house in a desperate attempt to make
some money. Many farms in Oklahoma, Texas,
Nebraska and neighboring states were abandoned
as the drought continued. The winds that often
blow across the plains picked up the fine dust that
a century before had been held down by tall
grasses. The dust formed into massive clouds that
daﬂfened the sky, making breathing difficult and
fouling farm machinery. The Dust Bowl was born.
?(‘]’g" the next few years approximately
193;111110n acres of top soil blew away. In May
ash'ia dust storm darkened skies as far away as
i tzlvgton: DC The condition caused more
White c"lmllhon farmers, shop keepers, and
'€ collar workers to leave the plains for
e :m‘a_and other destinations. The Dust Bowl
terrible ecological disaster that added

another i
ther dimension 1o the Great Depression.
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Hoovenville on the outskirts of Seattle, Washington, on the tidal
flats adjacent to the Skinner and Eddy Shipyards, Port of Seattle,
June 10, 1937, one of many similar shanty settlements built by
Americans who lost their homes during the Great Depression.

Deserted farm in Great Plains region of the United States. As
a result of land misuse, erosion and years of drought, the
ecological disaster known as the Dust Bowl lasted through the
1930s, resulting in useless farmland and homeless people in
their hundreds of thousands.
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The effect of the Depression on minorities

An overview of the effect of the Great Depression on Americans must
examine the consequences for African Americans, Hispanics, and
women. overall, the 1930s set all groups back, whatever economic
gains had come about during the previous decades were lost.

African Americans

In some areas of the United States, African Americans had seen
jmprovements during the 1920s, mostly in the northeast, as the
Harlem Renaissance flourished. But in many ways, the 1920s
represented stagnation as most African Americans failed to benefit
from the economic growth of the decade. Lynchings continued into
the decade, although less frequent than the number of killings at
the turn of the century. In the economic downturn, African '
Americans lost the shaky economic status they had obtained.
one-half of all blacks lived in the south. Rural southern blacks

Jost farms as cotton prices and other agricultural products dropped : ;
in price. In the cities, blacks lost jobs as white men took the low-
pay, low-status jobs such as street cleaners and janitors. The
farmers’ first move was often into southern cities, where they ‘
joined other unemployed African Americans. Some whites formed ‘
groups to keep blacks out of work. “No Jobs for Niggers Until Every

White Man has a Job!” is representative of the mood and obstacles

blacks faced. By 1932, 75% of black people were unemployed

compared to the general figure of 25%. Relief programs run !

by local governments went to whites first, leaving many black

families malnourished and homeless. African Americans did

benefit from several federal programs including the Public Works

Administration, the Works Progress Administration, and the Farm

Services Administration Schools. Blacks comprised a quarter of

residents in federal housing projects.

Employment in government agencies often, but not always, followed
non-discrimination regulations. In fact, Roosevelt appointed several
blacks to positions within the administration, including attorney '
William Hastie, and Mary McLeod Bethune, an important adviser
who played a significant role in the Black Cabinet. Some divisions
harmed African-Americans. The Agricultural Adjustment
Administration, whose policy enforcement favored landowners over
tenant farmers, penalized blacks, who were mostly sharecroppers.
The National Regulatory Authority’s industrial non-discrimination .
"age policy encouraged businesses, especially in the south, to fire
,Afnfan American workers who had been paid significantly less.
Federal programs, administered by local whites, often denied relief to
African Americans. Intimidation, including lynchings, increased as
e 'D‘,emesﬁon_deepened.-Efforts by the the National Association f(?l.’
i Ad"m‘ﬂ!!ll«‘,nt of Colored People (NAACP) to pass a federal anti-
md“hglﬂW, in response to the rise in lynchings, foundered as
outhemn Democrats prevented its passage in the Senate. Black
Nl were also affected as jobs as domestic servants went to white
As a result of the worsening economic and social conditions,
a million blacks moved to northern cities to find work (in
e millions who moved north during the Great Migration

{







Wmm ents tried to force Mexican Americans out. In raids on
M parrios US citizens as well as true “illegals” were rounded up

%

in the climate of discrimination and fear that motivated many to : Research presenta;’i
ve. The intimidation caused close to a half-million Latinos to . and essay
move 10 Mexico during the Great Depression. It is estimated that 5 The dlass is divided into lhree‘ “-'.
half of all Hispanic Americans relocated during the Great * groups: Each group is assigned 3
pepression- . research presentation task. The & 8
¢ taskis to create a presentation 8
E and outline on the following, in = e
The effect of the Great Depression on the lives of women is 5 preparation for a comparison/ § : 3 &
maenzed by a worsening of their circumstances, and increased  * Conﬂzsfte;s;ay discussing ﬂ)eme 08 ’ X
nsib;lity in the need to fend for themselves and their H e mu_n_onng; AR |
when their husbands went on the road to ; ' L . . 8
In (heDuSt Bowl region, entire families b1 e v 2
s and moved west; women fulfil - role . ‘g
of taking care of the family, even in nngtantfmmpg and on 'éht:, o i
side ot the road Smne women became en‘ ey : . E §
cmnomy.nurmg the NewDeal, women (i alvs.utban) &
mtheiederalgavemment,butthe S o0 'poooooog--on-qg}y gi /
rather than !'CVOlunonafY (= 0100 S EUIATT “‘Tm
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The role of women in the workplace had
decadesoftheZOthcentury 'I‘he C
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The jobs that most women had during the Pe

roles or domestic work. As jobs became S

pushed out of traditional fields such as educanon. :

clerical and retail positions. African American wom
s into different endeavors Black WO
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source analysis i gl =
The following documents address the lives of people during the Great [ epression.

source A 2
om America in the Twentieth Century by Fran reidel and Alan Brinkle
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Source C uary 20, 1937.

: dress, Jan
From President Roosevelt's second |naugura| ad o) i
; ion I see 1€ =
- In this natl P ry moment a
our democracy ion—who at this very s
f its whole popula® ds of today call the n

Jowest standar o meager that the pall of

5 ; 5S el ES
of life, I see millions of families trying to live on “:;iolﬁfns whose daily lives in Clt-:;t
family disaster hangs over them day by day. I se¢ ent by @ so-called polite soclety
and on farm continue under conditions labeled indec reation, and the opportunity 1o
half a century ago. I see millions denied education, rtlfc o acking the me ans to buy
better their lot and the lot of their children. I se€ millio

: ing work and )
the products of farm and factory and by their poverfyddefn :1 nagtion ill-housed, ill-clad,
productiveness to many other millions. I see one-third 0

ill-nourished.

Source: Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States.
http://www.bartleby.com/ 124/pres50.html.

...But here is the challenge to
its citizens—a substantial part 0
denied the greater part of what the very

Source D

Photo of man looking for work in Detroit, Michigan. He holds a placard
that says “Work is what | want and not a charity. Who will help me get a
job—7 years—in Detroit ..."

Questions
1 What is the message of source B?

2 Bxplain the impact of source D.

3 Compare and contrast the evidence in sources A
and C of the difficulties that US citizens
encountered in the Great Depression.

4 Referring to the type of document, as well as to
the content, explain the values and limitations of
sources B and D for historians seeking to
understand wheat life was like in the 1930s.
Using the sources and your own knowledge,
discuss the harmful effects of the Great

Depression on the lives of people from all social
810Ups in the United States in the 19305,

Source: Archive Photos, Getty Images.
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sident Roosevelt
and the New Deal

in Delano Roosevelt,

New York’s Der{xocraft governor,
won in a Jandslide victory over
gepublican mmlpbent,
ﬂcrbcn Hoover, 11 the 1932
elections. Roosevelt l:an ona
financially conservative

Jatform, not the multitude
New Deal programs that were
10 come over the next four

ars. Many political observers
considered FDR an intellectual
lightweight, with little to offer
a struggling nation, but
Roosevelt would prove them
wrong. The new president,
working with a sometimes
cooperative legislature, tried
many different programs over
the next two terms, some more
successful than others.
Roosevelt’s public persona was
as important as his
governmental programs; his warmth and use of |
the media, especially radio, contrasted greatly
with his aloof predecessor. By the end of
Roosevelt’s first two terms, he and his “Brain
Trust” had created a new understanding of the
role of government in people’s lives, and had been
the catalyst behind a realignment of US politics,
spearheaded by a group of Democrat politicians
who became known as New Deal Democrats.
The new coalition lasted as a political force into
the 19605. Roosevelt’s administration worked
hard to institute beneficial reforms from 1933 to
1941. But what pulled the United States out of
the decade-long Depression was the entry of the

Unied States into the Second World War.

‘,‘..«.‘..........'............
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Leadership qualities

The Italian Renaissance philosopher Niccold
Machiavell wrote: i
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4 ® The Great Depression and the Americas, 1929-39 Two days

. le. :
develop a sense of confidence in the Amencankli)rigliloliday, closing
after taking office, Roosevelt proclaimed a banb itted the first of
all US banks for four days. He subsequently su le Act. Congress
many pieces of legislation: the Emergency Ban 11 ;gar ¢ banks, gave
passed the bill in one day. The new law stabilize hg dollar off the
the Federal Reserve Bank additional powers, took t fhe Treasury
gold standard, and mandated inspection of bar.nks by v,
Department before they reopened. A second bill, the hC SR
quickly followed. The new law attempted to.balance the
budget by cutting salaries and reducing pensions.

The two bills reflected Roosevelt’s fiscal
conservatism and were in no way reflective of '
British economist John Maynard Keynes’ theories
on government and the economy. In fact, cutting
government spending acted as the opposite of a
stimulus. But there was another purpose to the
first week’s legislation: Roosevelt wanted to
rebuild confidence in the economy of the United
States after almost four years of decline. He gave
his first national radio address in the evening of
March 12. Over the radio, Roosevelt explained to
the people of the United States how the new laws
would work and what they could expect in the
upcoming days. It was the first of three-dozen
fireside chats over the 13 years of his presidency.
The talks played an important part in building

support for the president’s initiatives and allowing US president Franklin Delano Roosevelt
time for the economy to turn around. During speaks into four radio microphones,

1933, Roosevelt delivered four such talks, which sit on his desk during one of his
speaking in an informal manner as if he was live nationwide ‘fireside chats’ in 1935.

sitting in each family’s home by the fire. Each

address dealt with an important concept, The May talk
explained the New Deal program. The many agencies
formed by legislation and executive action became
known as the Alphabet Agencies.

A‘tivity .....---n--ctooonn---o-......o.c-co-----co.-.
Organizing information

Fill in the columns of the table below with evidence of
and statements by the three presidents that contriby
views of people living in the United States befo,
Depression.

policies, actions
ted 1o the politica|
e and during the Great

President Cause for concern

] Inspiredrconfidence

T e 2 e L e
S—

.I....'..Il...'..'....'.II.'.....
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feovs
Stese

-



4 o The Great Depression in the United States

he Agricultura] Adjustment Agency (AAA) was formed in May.
T urpose was to raise farm prices so that farmers could survive
Tll:; gut a halt to the abandonment of farms. Even in the midst of
fhe pepression, farmers produced more food than Americans could
consume Or purchase. The surplus put a downward pressure on
rices and, combined with general deflation, resulted in prices well
pelow the cost of producing food. The AAA attempted to reverse
the trend by paying farmers to let land lay fallow to reduce
roduction and paying subsidies to farmers to cover the shortfall in
market prices. In addition, the AAA slaughtered over six million
.gs that year and ordered the destruction of many crops. Some of
the pork was distributed to the needy, but the destruction of so
much food at a time when millions of people were going hungry
was alien to many people. The AAA lent money to farmers as well.
These programs tended to benefit large-scale farming operations,
although the credit was granted to many small farmers, but rather
than helping individuals, the administration was attempting to
stabilize and rebuild a critical sector of the economy.

The banking system was also a focus of reform. Congress passed the
Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act which was written to address a
main cause of the Depression and to renew confidence in banks.

As a significant amount of the money that fueled the stock market
speculation of the late 1920s came from banks, the Glass-Steagall Act
prohibited banks from underwriting securities. Essentially, financial
institutions had to choose between being a lender and a stock
underwriter. The Act also created the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC), an organization funded by banks that insured
individual bank deposits up to $2,500. The FDIC brought confidence
to depositors, inviting trust in banks, which helped to stabilize and
rebuild the banking system.

Congress passed the National Industry Recovery Act in 1933 to
prompt economic recovery through promoting confidence among
workers, industry, and investors. The National Recovery
Administration (NRA), directed by General Hugh Johnson, worked
10 end wage deflation through a minimum wage, establish a
Maximum limit to weekly hours to promote new hiring, end child
labor, and restore competition to the marketplace through business
codes that included the elimination of price fixing. Perhaps the
Most famous symbol of the New Deal was the NRA “Blue Eagle,” a
Sticker that cooperating businesses placed in their front window.
Many companies agreed to abide by the NRA rules, but not all that
Professed compliance actually followed the codes. During the two
i)::rs of the NRA (before it was declared unconstitutional),

Ustrial production rose by 22%.

gge?fd leg of Roosevelt’s New Deal concentrated on relief. The

e Bm Emergency Relief Agency (FERA) was simply a rebranding of
Origina] 'gency Relief Agency, formed by Hoover a year before. The _
FERA Purpose was to create new jobs through loans to states. But ‘ s
did much more. Under the leadership of Harry Hopkins, who ‘ i
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t
would become an important part of the R Ooie:;llent
efforts to end the Great Depression and mVZ ;/ocal gov
World War, FERA granted funds to state an 4 fobs for mOre than
In the two years of its existence, FERA e nofas
20 million workers. Part of FERA was the Cfeauo lera
the Civil Works Administration (CWA), Wt_uCh accg puilding roads,
creation in late 1933 and early 1934. Jobs md‘udje uary 1934, more
repairing schools, and installing sewers. BY mid- a]:jdition 10 jobs
than four million people worked at CWA Jobirle d funds for adult
through state and local governments, FERA .PTOV‘de ttaretan
education, began projects that employed artists and wrll] ;jeclared
placed women in jobs along with men. FERA ended when

unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1935.

Ranking

Make a chronological list of New Deal agencies. Note the activities of_
each agency under the three purposes: relief, reform, recovery. Organize
your list by placing the most effective agency at the top and the least
effective at the bottom. What are your criteria for the ranking? Compare
your criteria and rankings with your classmates.

stration’s

admini
. Le Secon

sevoee gy

New Deal Agencies

1 AN [l
& AN ol A i |
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T1.1e first two years of the New Deal brought more agencies to assist
with reform, .rehef,. and recovery. The Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA), established in 1934, brought power and flood relief to the
Tennessee River region. The Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) was created the same year to provide oversight to the stock
market to make investing more transparent by Curtailing insider
trading and market manipulation by large investors. The Publi

Works Administration, established in 1933 as a result of the Nc :
Industry Recovery Act, spent federal funds on building const at19nal
projects including dams, bridges and a multitude of public b ruction
One agency that is fondly remembered by participants ang uildings,
lasting effects on the landscape was the Civilian Conse n .produced
(CCC). The CCC was created to offer temporary em: 1orVauon Corps
young men, many of whom were homeless, hup gr;) aY:inent for
road. CCC projects ranged from planting win d-brea]; n qn the

the Dust Bowl to building the Blue Ridge Parkway ; tree lines acrogg
Mountains. The CCC paid the young men, by ser{tm the A-ppalacian
the money to their parents. All told, 1933 and 1 934tll)1e majority of
agencies into the government, many of which, |jk Tought 17 new
SEC, Federal Communications Commissiop, (F'Cc € tl}e.FDIC, TVA,
Authority (changed to FAA in 1958), and e Fed)e'rg-llvll Aeronaytics

Administration (FHA) continued throughout he 20thH0uSing
CenturY.
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ek ctual success of the many agencies is debated. There is no
Joubt that the United States’ economy grew during the first two
ars of Roosevelt's first term. The New Deal programs were
ye “make-work” boondoggles, filled with waste, and an
cfficient way t0 provide relief. Job creation was more expensive
handouts. The programs were also attacked as being anti-
capitalist by interfering with the free market, thereby leading to
..o, Finally, in May 1935, a hostile Supreme Court found
y of the laws unconstitutional on the grounds that they granted
the president pOWeTs that violated the intent and words of the
Constitution, immediately voiding any program established under
he National Recovery Act. The Supreme Court ruled the
Agricultural Adjustment Act unconstitutional in January 1936.
The court showed itself to be hostile to a large government role in

the economy.
Roosevelt and the court system o RANT Y
The court’s decisions led the Roosevelt administration to follow : ; pontind (1 poeelin
two paths. The first was to craft new laws that would meet court LU Al R AR S

Ty MR PR IR A Y

scrutiny, and the second was to alter the court itself to being more +
favorable towards government involvement in the economy than the e -of SR
laissez-faire majority. In April 1935, the Works Progress EE e R T

Administration (WPA) was created. Included within the WPA were

projects for writers, musicians, artists, and thespians. Among n !
projects, the Federal Writers Project recorded more than
thousand interviews with former slaves. In June 1935,

right to collectively bargain. Later that month,
Administration was created under the WPA. In August, Congress
passed a law creating the Social Security System, a retir
contribution program for workers. Many programs continue
operate, and the WPA expanded inc
and assisting flood victims. Bu

oosevelt to seek major change
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source €
the following extract is from American History: A Survey, by Alan Brinkley.

On one level, the affair was a significant victory for Franklin Roosevelt. The Court was
no longer an obstacle to NFw Deal reforms ... But the Court-packing episode did lasting
damage 10 the administra.uon. By giymg members of his own party an excuse to oppose
him, he helped destroy his congressional coalition. From 1937 on, southern Democrats
and other Democratic conservatives voted against his measures much more often than

in the past. In combination with Republicans, they constituted a powerful enough force
to block many New Deal measures.

source: Brinkley, Alan. 1999. American History: A Survey. 10th edn. Boston: McGraw Hill. p. 892.
————

sesassses

source D

Following is a political Cartoon on Roosevelt's court packing, published
February 14, 1937.

————————— —
comnavnsas

Source: Fotosearch/Getty Images.

Questions ir origi
1 What evidence is there in source B that the Supreme 4 m;hv::ee;egﬁ tl?mﬂ:;:zgg ;T&ﬁamm
2

: Court.had acted to stop New Deal programs! historians studying Roosevelt's attempt to “pack” the
What is the message of source D? Supreme Court?

3 Compare and contrast sources A and B for 5 Using the documents and your own knowledge and
evidence that Franklin Roosevelt was justified additional research, assess the short- and long-ter
In proposing a significant change to the structure effects on the New Deal of FDR's attempt to modify
of the Court. the Supreme Court
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Opposition to the New Deal rtening to those Who 5
The Supreme Court’s response wasf dishea  omied by opponems
favored Roosevelt’s programs, but it waS:v (fn the left, including the
the New Deal. FDR was opposed by thos little to change the

: R s ing too 5
Communist and Socialist Parties, for doi @ nist Party :
ommu .
economic structure of the country. In fact, the tion came from - The MMM’M[

osi ] e :
gained membership during the 1930s. Greater Opp a vocal critic of  issued in 1946, the year _
the Republican Party, even Herbert Hoover becanlltethe New Deal death, commemorated his i
the programs. Many businessmen and bankers éein the free market, * with the March of Dimes. The
targeted them, got the government too involve Lt | m of the March of Dimes was

; : d ha ame : .
and weakened their companies by forcing needless E;relvelt so much  the National Foundation for Infanile
regulations on them. Some conservatives hated Roo R en et ft m started'byFDR‘ B
that decades after the Great Depression they woul'd nob three ictener masked Inmaima-
Roosevelt dime. Political opposition was also voiced }’ i ,I :.‘. ;\slhlte Houseto : t the
charismatic men of vastly different backgrounds, each of w mthe , ‘ SUPMV PonTe

. ; cause. The name of the organization
commanded national attention. ' offc Iy i to March of
: officially changed to March of L
Francis E. Townsend, Father Charles E. Coughlin, and Huey P. Long ln 19'79

attracted significant followers in their challenges to the N_CW Deal.
Townsend, an elderly doctor from California, proposed his own
program, the Old Age Revolving Pension Plan, after seeing many
senior citizens living in destitute conditions in his city of Long
Beach. The central concept of the plan was that the elderly should
retire and leave jobs to young people, thus lowering unemployment.
The retirees would get a monthly payment from the government of
$200. Within two years his organization had more than a million
members. Townsend became a significant political force and elements
of his program made it to the House floor to be voted on. The bill was
defeated, but many congressmen were intimidated by his fame and
following; consequently, almost half of the House abstained from the
vote. Townsend's influence declined after the bill’s defeat, but the
popularity of his proposals did lend momentum to expansion of
Social Security in later years.

Religious radio broadcasts became popular during the 1920s. Father
Charles E. Coughlin was a Catholic priest, originally from Canada
who had a small parish near Detroit, Michigan, Coughlin started ;
broadcasting sermons in 1926. During the late 1920s he gained
listeners from an increasing area of the Midwest, and in 1931 CBs
signed him to preach on nationwide radio, Eventually, the audie

for Hour of Power reportedly reached over 40 million listeners c’lllce
week. As the severity of the Great Depression solidified COugh?i
turned his sermons to economics, He spoke about univé &

the banking system and alter the monetary Syster Dm;‘; ;itl;iorllghze
y €193

election, and the first two years of the Roosevelt Preside
Coughlin voiced strong support. But after being denieq tr}l1 b
the White House that he felt he had earned, anq Sbeiss € access 1
reject many of his economic Proposals, Coughlin beca g
opposition and established the National Unjop for So lee a vc.nce of
After Roosevelt’s reelection in 193¢, Coughlin spoke = _J}lstlce.
fascism in Italy and Germany, proclaiming that ne pomxvely about

ith (ol
nor democracy were the answer 1o the b country’g :Z OCapltahsm
Nomic
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and the arts

The Federal Government . Urged by

There were several federal arts Programsholﬂd not
his wife, Eleanor, who felt that the artsl a ported
be just for the élites, President Roosevelt 1 : a
the arts for another reason: it would empioy with
great many people. Initial involver'{l(?nt begé;ln
the Public Works of Art Project div1s.10f1 Of the i
CWA. A major focus was the commissioning ©
murals for public buildings such as scho?lsl
libraries, and other public buildings. Artists were
commissioned, in the first instance, because ﬂ}CY
were on relief. But also, of course, for their skills.
Artists who participated in the program included
Thomas Hart Benton, Jackson Pollock and Grant
Wood. The program was short-lived and ended
when the CWA was abolished in 1934. The PWAP
was followed by a painting and sculpture program
housed within the Treasury department under
which artists competed for funds. In the short life
of the program, more than 1,300 works of arts
were commissioned. In 1935, the Treasury Relief
Art Program (TRAP) was created. TRAP focused
less on relief, not adhering to WPA's standards, and
more on the skill of the artist in response to
complaints of the established arts community.
TRAP continued the placement of art in public
buildings, including a mural in at least one post
office in every congressional district. The most

significant arts program began under the auspices
of the WPA.

Federal Project Number One

Federal Project Number One (FPNO) be
was much larger than the previous arts
encompass many different art forms inc
writing; it would also contribute to do
with gathering and organizing histori
FPNO began, more than 40,000 peopl
projects across the country.

FPNO had a significant dramatic arts sectj
Not only did it remove over 12,000 people from ¢
it established community theater in COmmunitjes
across the country. Ethnic production Companies
American, French, German, Italian anq Yi
even crossed into CCC camps. Joseph Cotton
Burt Lancaster were among the particj
contributed more than 20,000 works of art ranes
to sculpture from artists such as Jacob .
Arts education was an important com
Project with 100 arts centers that se
studs Terkel, Ralph Ellison and

LaWrCHCe a
POnent of
Tved HIillions.
argaret Walke,

P thousands of writers who wrote fiction & ere
. )
e? and collected folklore. One of the mg; hgistlgglz:ﬁ;(s to stga tt;le
slgmﬁcant ’
Projects

on that operateq

8ing fr.

Mark
the Fe X Rothkg,

Titers sycpy as

dewny

ity

Does the US Constitution allow thap
0

cs of Roosevelt have a‘rgued that the
far beyond the intention of those why
d the words of the United States

>

Many criti
Deal went
framed i'g and ’
Constitution itself. .
Read Article 1, sections 8 and 9 of the Consiion

itution allow for arts programs?
the Constitution a | .
ggz: it prohibit Congress from funding such
agencies? "
8 For what reasons is it beneficial or harmful for
the government t0 fund the arts?
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The Sodial History of Missouri painted by Thomas Hart Benton
the Missouri State Capitol, Jefferson City, Missouri.

gan in 1935, The program
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. TOK

 using oral history

‘ Visit Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers” Project,

. o 1938 at http://memory.!oc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html.

Read ceveral slave narratives. Discuss the content of the narratives, and the

role of memory in reconstructing a distant past. Also discuss the role of the
who recorded the narrative in preserving and creating history, and

n
ﬁgf the narratives helps you to formulate your understanding of history.

Address the following questions from the ToK Guide, page 29. Form your
answers Using the narratives and other documents of your own choosing.

1 Does the historian record history or create it?

2 cmmehistoﬁanbefreeofbiasinmeselecﬁon and interpretation of
material?

3 Could it be reasonably argued that the personal understanding of historians,
despite or even because of their possible bias, is necessary of even
desirable in the interpretation and recording of history?

........O'ID.OD.O"‘I.n..cc..'.C-.oo...-'ot!....'..'

'-o-uoo-oo.-c.noooouootnnooooo-ou-toc'

P R R R A

was the recording of narratives
from former slaves. Additionally,
artists created more than 2,000
different posters to publicize
theatrical and musical
performances and subjects such
as health and safety, and
education.

An unlikely agency, the Farm
Services Administration, was the
source of many of the iconic
images of the Great Depression.
The FSA hired scores of
photographers. Included were
some of the finest photographers
of the era: Esther Bubley, Walker
Evans, Dorothea Lange and
Gordon Parks. They were sent out
10 document conditions for
Workers on the road, in camps
and on farms. Dorothea Lange’s
Migrant Mother” portrait, for
‘,ﬁ‘:‘g the image of the displaced
Jus .:qul.f?rmer;,fis but one of







4 » The Great Depression in the United States

'..‘ Jple 10 stop spending money, which slowed down the economy.
% Keynesian school also blames the Central Bank, and Roosevelt
Th bruptly attempting to balance the budget. FDR was concerned
for ¢ the puild-up of federal debt. Furthermore, the New Deal relief
ab‘(’i“recovery programs were temporary measures to help the poor
and o imulate the economy. As the economy had grown steadily
fa:rfoul' years, Roosevelt an‘d the Cor}gress increased taxes and
dect cased spending, removing the stimulus. A third possible cause
as the reform aspe(:'t of the New Deal. Those sympathetic to
businesses and favoring an unregulated market blamed the many

Jations on the failure of business, despite the Court’s limiting of

e
regt ent’s hand.

the governm
n response o the downturn, Roosevelt increased government

funding to 1936 levels. The recession eased in July 1938 and the
economy 8rew in the second half of the year. By the end of the year,
GDP surpassed that of the year preceding the recession. The economy
continued to grow in 1939 and 1940, when GDP reached pre-Great
Depression levels, but unemployment remained high at 14%. In

1941, the United States economy posted the largest GDP in its

history, as output rose by more than 20%. Federal spending,

especially defense spending, increased greatly that year. December 7,
1941, brought the entry of the United States into the Second World
d FDR switched from “Mr. New Deal” to “Mr. Win the War.”

War an

Were Roosevelt’s policies successful?

There are a number of ways to look at the Roosevelt response.
Looking at the numbers, the economy recovered over the decade

and returned to pre-Depression levels, however, unemployment did
not return to 1929 levels until war production absorbed millions of
workers. The reform aspects, farm and industrial policy, as well as
banking and stock market regulations, encountered significant
opposition from interest groups, many members of Congress, and

the Supreme Court. The administration’s policies were developed to
prevent the events that led to the Great Depression. The government
programs that lasted well beyond the Depression include Social
Security and the SEC. While there was some success in reform,

most efforts were watered-down, leaving the agricultural, industrial,
and financial sectors with less freedom than in the 1920s, but more
freedom than many members of the administration intended.

The many relief programs provided work in many fields, from

theater to construction and conservation. Millions were employed,
housed and fed. A further outcome were the many new parks,
schools, hospitals and environmental projects that started many
devastated areas on the path to renewal. But benefits to minorities
Were uneven at best, and some programs caused more harm than
gm- Il‘lliStf)rians sometimes criticize Roosevelt fqr not providing
fecovi stimulus to the economy and fo.r. removing it bef.ore

e hisrz'ewas complete, as we}l as for failing -to enac.t major reforms,
S hist??nse was pragmatic, rather than ideological. .

, The e rians have even called that approa?h conserYanve-

\ ; veness and legacy of the New Deal in the United States .

15 still g
still discysseq and debated today.




