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Political developments indthe
Americas after the Secon
World War, 1945-79

This chapter focuses on political developments and the domestic
: Sapae - ted the domestic

concerns (social, cultural and economic) that domina
landscape of the Americas in the decades after the second World
War. The response to the domestic issues would vary considerably
based on each nation’s political structure, national culture and
ideology. Despite the large sacrifices made during the Second World
War, Canada and the United States emerged with burgeoning
economies and stable democratic governments. This was not always
true for the other 31 nations in the Americas.

Over the next four decades, domestic policy was overshadowed by
the Cold War. Governments throughout the Americas struggled to
develop economic policies that would stimulate the economy, reduce
x poverty and improve prosperity. The United States was the dominant
§, superpower that did not diminish until the 1980s. In Latin America,

many nations would struggle to meet basic needs and would fall
i further and further into debt. The result was often political instability
1! that translated into civil war, military dictatorships and revolution
@l i often with foreign support and involvement. A special case was Cuba.
: Soon after the 1959 revolution, the country became a communist

§ single-party state under the leadership of Fidel Castro.

e Overall, the political boundaries of the Americas remained static
i but this belied the internal turmoil and tumult that took place, to

] some extent, in every nation. In the United States, the civil rights

g movement became a legitimate political force and would change the

{ ; face of the nation. In Canada, the French-speaking province of

’I] Quebec would demand a special place in confederation and in Latin

g America, the search for political stability and social justice would take

on many forms.
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, trace the rise to power of populist leade
recognize the characteristics of populist r
social, economic and political policies; the
and their successes and failures using the
in Brazil and Juan Perén in Argenting

recognize the characteristics of Latin-Am,
induding their rationale for intervention
successes and failures.
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The United States

The post-war era was a time of incredible eco i ;

United States, yet the nation faced serious ec:x?:r:icce::; 1:)2:1 s
problems. Rampant inflation, labor unrest, racial segregation, the
consumer culture and emergence of suburbia changed the falce of th
United States. At the top of the government’s list was reducing :
poverty, and the associated development of rural areas, education
healthcare and civil rights. But domestic problems and policies toc;k a
back seat to the Cold War. Financing the industrial-military complex
would hamper the domestic efforts of all presidents during this period,

A major issue was civil rights. Millions of African Americans endured
lives of abject poverty because of legalized discrimination. But for all the
inequalities faced by minority groups, the nation prospered. A new
managerial middle class of highly skilled and educated workers emerged
and gave the United States its competitive edge. It was a time of great
expectations and unbridled optimism; a long awaited transformation
after the Great Depression’s years of sorrow and the sacrifice of war.

Canada

Canadians feared a repetition of the Depression and Prime Minister
Mackenzie King’s Liberal government responded with a
groundbreaking social welfare programs that eventually inc!uded
family allowances, old-age pensions, workmen’s compensation and
anational health program. Newfoundland, Britain’s oldest Folony,
joined the confederation in 1949 as the 10th province. Regional

alienation between have- and have-not provinces would spark _slgong
debate over the direction of the national agenda. Quebec, a mainty
s undergone a “Quiet

French-speaking province, had by the 1960 _ .
ion” whi i ovince from English Can_a an
Revolution” which emancipated the pr i

domination. Industrialization in central Canada ma« ' 4
of the nation’s robust economy. The auto industry, in particular, gr

: - Seawa
rapidly and symbolized the new affluence. The St Li?;esnt::eie; Y
Wwas completed in 1959; a joint venture with the Urzc Ocean a reality.
Made navigation from the Great

Lakes to the Atlan
The postwar era was a time when Canadians thtedl tzcimndmg
government and expected it to provide solutions to (l’a gon reve
€conomic problems and social inequalities. she pop;:oom and
fapidly, a combination of wartime saving the bal:‘ya' idly growing
immigration, The majority of Canadians biyed ﬁg.,s (aboriginal
dties_ sOme minority groups, espcdauY mt Na
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War, 194572

the Second World

5 « Political developments in the Americas after

could win. Against all odds,
Truman led a brilliant electoral
campaign and became president
in his own right.

In 1949, Truman introduced the
“Fair Deal”—a reprise of his first
attempt at reform in 1945. Again,
he met with limited success
passing only the government
housing initiative. More
importantly, the anti-communist
movement gained steam and led
by Senator Joseph McCarthy
attacked Truman, key members of
his cabinet and large sections of
the government with charges of
communist membership,
conspiracy and collaboration. The
Cold War and foreign affairs
dominated the president’s time
and energy and domestic matters
were given low priority.

The State of the Union
Truman's chief task following the
war was to convert Roosevelt’s
“Arsenal of democracy” from the
production of tanks to
automobiles, and from machine
guns to washing machines.
Millions of soldiers, back from
the war, needed to be retrained.
Truman needed to clarify the
government’s role in the
economy after the centralized
role of the wartime
administration and the New
Deal. Republican hard-liners
wanted to dismantle the New
Deal and get govemmcnt ou of

different plan. =
Pﬂlimlly,



It ’ mman understood the impossible task of s
t groups. The potential for trouble within his owp

qwar wage and price controls =~
- august 1945, the dropping of nuclear bombs on:
.-mmhlmn and Nagasaki by the
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d disposable in
{ it became an
¢ rate fel

United States. Despite inflation, real wages é::
grew and would continue to grOW i pOmf:n
expectation, an entitlement. The unemploYIblc
dramatically, full employment seemed posst .
any talk of government action to make this a r in the
Domestic Product (GDP) would grow 250 times b
the war. More people in the United St-ates wereD 3
poverty line than ever before. Memories of the D¢ reality
and, for millions, the American Dream had bec(?meha arage, @

in the suburbs, a yard full of children, two cars in ld e:)reS. [t wasa
tranquil neighbourhood with churches, sch(.)ols.an § O ited States
bountiful time for the majority of people 1ivin 1 the e

but not for minorities, namely African Americans and Nlalcltricity et
Americans. Many poor whites lived on farms without €l€ st
running water, or lived in cramped urban slums and ghettos.

was both democratic and color-blind.

Labor unrest f labor
Compounding Truman’s woes was labor unrest. The support a

was critical to the Democrats. Strikes in major industries ca.used
considerable problems and stifled consumer goods production. There
were more than 5,000 strikes in 1946 alone. Truman had to do
something and at the same time attempt not to alienate the labor
movement. But this proved impossible. strikes shut down the
railroads. Truman threatened to use troops Lo run the trains. The
strike ended. A coal strike threatened to shut down the steel
industry. Truman took the United Mine Workers to court and won.
The unions in all cases returned to work and the president made
certain they did so with more money in their pockets. Yet Truman’s
hard line came at a price and damaged the Democratic Party’s
relationship with the labor movement—a key group in the
Democratic Party coalition. In his defense, Truman had little choice
but to take action. This was one of his strengths. He could set aside
political considerations and do what was best for the nation despite
the consequences for his presidency; a trait that won him the
grudging respect of his most obstinate political opponents.

The Taft-Hartley Act, 1947

The union support that Truman lost was regained thanks to th,
Republicans’ anti-labor legislation, the Labor-Mana S
of 1947, more commonly known as the Taft-
Republicans Senator Robert Taft and Conglf':!sH?Sm:l:%rtfit }(xsa“pported by
saw the Act for what it was—an attack on collective barga ’T‘le‘/): Labor
gained in the Wagner Act of 1935, The Taft-Hartle Anl’g_alnms rights

1o strike by giving the president authorization 1o 0{ i limited the right
injunction against any strike that was deemed a thy an 80-day coury
health, welfare or security. As well, any union thy, eat 10 national

was to report the names of any of its members wif}?mn-mg strike action
Communist Party to the government, was a ‘fmiﬂtion 10 the

gement Relations Act

among Republicans and conservatiye Democract:mmomy el soliel
unpatriotic organizations and a front for comy,
subterfuge. Truman vetoed but the Republicanu

that the unions were

Cnist mmtration i
ONgress overrode (e
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age 00 evew major issue, He was a self-proclaimed “ideal;
without illusion.” Problem-solving, Kexmedy style, w ) eah.Sl
[echm'fal solution.lo a problem: establish a prograr'n :Stm fnde
committee, investigate alternatives. These were his éacct' o

qactics of those he recruited to cabinet and as aideé He 3 ar}d the
pimself a pragmatist and did not champion futile cénus ity
Frontier’s ideological centerpiece, the Peace Corps wa:S" i
help improve the image of the United States overs'eas 'I‘ll?lended :
corps recruited thousands of young people in the Us.fo ; Pea‘ce
service in disadvantaged regions of the world. 1t earned rKOVETSCaS
admiration of the first wave of baby boomers. e

Kennedy’s other measures included an increase in the mini

wage, a federal housing act, a development act for rura] ar;mum

tax cut. His reform efforts, however, experienced limited adi::,nd-a

a conservative Congress. Congress eventually passed about halfCefm
the six hundred bills Kennedy proposed in his first two years bu?
these did not represent the important half. Congress raised the
minimum hourly wage from $1 to $1.25 and approved $4.9 billion in
urban renewal grants. Notably, however, Kennedy’s big ticket items
were defeated, including Medicare, mass transit and education. Many
of Kennedy’s programs would find new life in President Johnson’s
Great Society programs.

Kennedy’s new economics

In the Senate, Kennedy had consulted with academic economists and
continued the practice as president, appointing several academics as
advisors. He ended a period of tight fiscal management and balanced
budgets to keep interest rates down and sponsor economic growth.

At the time of his inauguration unemployment was at 7%, double the
rate during the 1950s. The debate over the reasons for the increase in
unemployment was important. Unlike Eisenhower’s administration,
which attributed spikes to changes in demographics and labor
markets, Kennedy’s advisors argued that spikes were part of the
economy’s cyclical nature and resulted from shortfalls in the demand
for goods and services. The president’s position on the debate
determined the methods for recovery. In his first budget, he would
side with those advocating a balanced budget and was encouraged by
an upturn in the economy. Tax reform was next, and in 1962 he
agreed to a tax cut to bolster the economy in an effort to stimulate
private investments. The federal deficit was nearly $12 billion, but the

tax cut had the desired effect and stimulated the economy: GDP,
ower years, now averaged

which had faltered at the end of the Eisenh RS
5.5% in 196163, As well, industry enjoyed healthy growth, inflacon
stayed under control and unemployment fell. Yet i :mag:i;l
of debate whether Kennedy’s deficit model of ﬁnfmcmg was eflﬂe1 i
in the long term. The resulting government deﬁfltsr carryng :gﬂe d
heayy interest payments and high rates of inflation, together

Tather than stimulated the economy-

Kennedy on civil rights

There is little doubt that Kennedy 0We .
courtship of the African American commus
release of Martin Luther King from jail o the eve of the

d his electoral victory 10 his

by orchestrating the
21 1960
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. t out 1O S e H e The assassination of 3
0 . equality and § jyil right>r 7
b'etwecn political 'and ;C-(?l;?x‘;i?gram had three pmnd mead i uUS Presndent
sides of the equation. His ] ¢ cenceat hom & e
an end to poverty; the promotion © P : ane ours Compare ¢
the final days of his life, JEK had set AmETc? Otn sssassinations of presidents
tragedy is that he did not live t0 $€€ it take 100t © Lincoln and Kennedy and its
« relative social, cultural and
ines johnson: . historical impact on the

“The Great Society”: Lyndon Ha United States.

1963_69 e h_nson was SWOI'n
November 22, 1963: Vice President Lyndon Bamesd JZ e Oty just
in as the 36th president of the United States aboar lhim a5 the
hours after President Kennedy’s assassination. Next to S
aggrieved widow of the former president. Five days later, best, that is
Johnson addressed Congress and the nation “I will do mY' “Wé v
all T can do!” Then, he set the stage for what was to con.l‘('!I-t < now thiie

A : ights. .
talked long enough in this country about equal rig
to write it in the books of laws.” He was determined to show the

nation that he was in charge and prepared to continue Ke@edY S y
work. JFK’s untimely death opened a window of opporrum”ty that he
was prepared to exploit. In private, he revealed his plan to take the
dead man’s program and turn it into a martyr’s cause.”

In May 1964, five months after taking office,
Johnson introduced his program to give a hand-up,
not a hand-out to disadvantaged groups. Speaking
at the graduation ceremony at the University of
Michigan, he used the occasion to declare his vision
of the Great Society and present himself as the great
reformer.

The challenge of the next half century is
whether we have the wisdom to rich and elevate
our national life, and to advance the quality of
our American civilization. The Great Society
rests on abundance and liberty for all. It
demands an end to poverty and racial injustice,
to which we are totally committed in our time.
But this is just the beginning ... Lyndon B. Johnson being sworr-in
aboard Air Force One by Federal Judge
Sarah T. Hughes. Lady Bird Johnson is

on his right and Jacqueline Kennedy o
his left.

He identified three issues central to the Great Society: the need t
resurrect and reclaim urban life, and achieve a greater qualit f(;i
for all its citizens; to update, upgrade and preserve the rural K < =
ensuring future generations enjoyed clean water, clean air o
natural environment; and to guarantee equal access to a h'iand the'
education from kindergarten to college. President Joh gh-qualuy
build on the legacy of the New Deal and Fair Deal Henson oo
lfennedy's civil and voting rights bills that upheld 'th W0u1.d enact
rights of all citizens. He would declare war on pov © constitutional
education and locally initiated, federally funded eel'tY thr.ough
improvement plans; head-start classes for pfe-sc’h C0n01.mc
tuition loans for high school graduates. He WOUIdOOI cl.nldren and
housing, medical care for the elderly and take h Provide decen¢
cleaning up polluted cities and waterways. It v ran e D

-t was a bolq vision_
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mes::hnson (1908-1973)

Lyndon gaines Johnson was the first child of Sam and
ek Johnson, and grew up on the family homestead in
5 where he was raised in a comfortable setting byt
% munded by rural poverty. He graduated from high

at 15 and became a teacher, working in poor

neaghboums of mainly Mexican descent. In 1934 he
naried Claudia "Lady Bird" Taylor; and had two daughters
ynd3 gird (1944) and Lug Baines (1947). He entered
the House of Representatives in 1937 and the senate in
1948, Arguably the most successful US senator of all time
e colleague stated that he never saw Johnson win a '
debate ON the floor of the senate but never saw him lose
one behind closed doors. This became known as the

Treatment” or the “Johnson way”". He was able to
qeate coNSeNsuS behind closed doors, by bullying,
plackmailing and charming opponents as required. He
could be ruthless one instant and beguiling the next. Tall
and lanky, he towered over his target gesticulating with his
big hands as a force to be reckoned with. He revelled in

get his way. Johnson was Senate Minority Leader in 1953,

politics and would use any means at his disposal to

S5e 1ht‘ doﬂle

Stic policies of Us

presidents: Truman to Nixon
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and Senate Maiori
61. In 1960%2?32 Ilf.feader Wogy
28m‘0cr§tnc Party presidential
Omination to Kennedy but
l;ecame vice-president. He
Siaacame president of the United
as:s" on November 22, 1963 (JFK's
iy dswf\:tvon). Elected president in 1964
i efeated Republican nominee Barry 'Goldwater
eﬁprgldem he oversaw the escalation of Ameticz;'s W
. ort in Vlemam. and on the domestic front focused o:r
the |mplemen’@t|on of his program for the “Great Society’,
rough dedanng a war on poverty. In effect, he lost both'
vr::rs and did not seek reelection in 1968. Johnson (LBJ as
was also known) died of a heart attack on his Texas
Ranch, January 22, 1973, age 64. Johnson's presidential
legacy remains a source of great controversy. During one
of the most turbulent periods in American history, he tried
(and ulimately failed) to defeat communist aggression in
South East Asia and defeat poverty and erase radsm
in America.

N

Fate had given Johnson the presidency, and he made use of it to pass
a frenzy of legislation at a rate never witnessed before or since.

In 1964, Johnson had declared war on racism and poverty. He knew
how to outflank the Republican Party’s penchant for blocking social
legislation that they believed expanded the power and reach of the
federal government, diminished state sovereignty and expanded the
influence of the Democratic Party. Johnson'’s vision was impressive,
ambitious, wide-reaching and ultimately unattainable. For the first
time since the end of the Second World War, foreign affairs would
temporarily take a back seat to domestic policy. Unlike Roosevelt or

Truman, whose initiatives founder

ed on the Senate floor, Johnson

knew how to steer legislation through Congress. Buoyed by

his election in November 1964, W
ultra-conservative Republican candidate B
the Democrats in control of Congress Johnson,
worked on over 200 pieces of “Great Society
impressive for its courage and vision,

o Civil Rights Act (1964) and the Voters Rights Act

s Medicare and Medicaid

* Social Securty benefits—increased pay

¢ Elementary and Secondary Schoo
underpriviledged areas)

* Student Loans (assist High school gradu

* Head Start programs: prepare pre-school

s Affirmative Action: saving a plac

peoples and groups

Immigration Act of 1965—opened

Immigrants.

ments

e for historically disa

hen he soundly defeated

arry Goldwater, and with
in 1964 and 1965,

» legislation. The list is

and included:

(1965)

1 Acts (build schools in

ates with college tuition)
children for school

dvanted

e doors 10 non-European

Economic Opportunity Act (1965)






e rvative approach lo_eliminating poverty, It was to b
ts initiative, cmpowermg and €ncouraging local com
conffom their own economic malaise and work to chan
- orained defeatist attitudes of the urban poor. The pro
be local, autonomous and self-managed, providing the
ills, education and assistance for low-income groups to build a
petter life. This indu@ed better housing and schools. But the program
;an into @ turf war with local governments who resented the
resence of the federal government in their communities,
Conservatives claimed CAP was the federal government’
door in local matters. Liberals thought Johnson was not
enough and should simply end poverty. But Johnson w
1o ensure equality of opportunity for all citizens of the United States,
but to ensure that the initiatives under CAP would guarantee
equality of outcome as well. The entitlement age had begun.

¢ a grass-
munities to
ge the

grams were to
training,

s foot in the
doing
anted not just
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Assessing the Great Society
success or failure?

Historians continue to debate the merits of LBJ's Great
Society. In this activity you will examine the views of
historians and contemporary commentators to develop
your own assessment of the Great Society, and its

impact on:

e poverty e education

o life expectancy e thearts

e public health e voter's rights.
Historian’s views

Source A

S e NV LB O P RN PPN AR ENEREARSARRRERREERES. ,

Source B g
George McGover, Democratic Senator and 19
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Making an assessment

To what extent do you consider the Great Society to
have been a success or a failure? Refer to the areas of
focus, the views of the historians quoted here, and
undertake additional research on the specific
programs.

Joseph A. Califano, a former Johnson aide and speech writer.
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o
Source C advisor @

: economic i \
John Kenneth Galbraith, former White House — .
Professor of Economics. :

Source D |
Murray N. Rothbard, Dean of the Austrian School of Economics. L :
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: es;urce F :
: the historian William H. Chafke, :
No one could gainsay Johnson’s achievement. He wanted t :

"L the whole bunch of them,” and in many ways he succe‘;;:d'theysertegesl: of them :
3 the very

urse of attempting to realize his dreams, =
O political philosophy that contributed toJ‘l)ul'lsn\i‘::cli :i)[zlhlbneg fatals flaws of personality
happen. - through personal will, his own brand of dog‘ix;m e alone would make it all
peThe n:agedy of Lyr_xdon Johnson was that both his e fie on the .emire nation.
assumptions proved inadequate to the dimensions of the f o) .tY and.hxs political
tensions that would emerge during his presidency oreign policy and domestic

I T

.......

Sesesassassnssncs

»
,....-ou-t

in the end, despite Johnson'’s deep personal commitment, the G
gociety became a casualty of the Vietnam War. As he put'it- "Ther;al
pitch of a war killed the lady I really loved—The Great Soci.ety P
Johnson's believed he could fight two wars simultaneously: th'e war
against poverty and the war in Vietnam. Unfortunately, he was
wrong and Vietnam overwhelmed and ultimately undermined the
effectiveness of Johnson’s presidency.

*essonse
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The New Federalism: Richard Nixon, 1969-74

Richard Nixon effectively and shrewdly created a new conservative
coalition built around patriotism, effective law enforcement, and
support for middle-class values. He unquestionably had his thumb on
the pulse of the nation in his perception that people were fatigued by
student radicalism, the civil rights and anti-war movements, and an
activist Supreme Court. His domestic policy, however, lacked the
moral ascendancy of Johnson’s Great Society. Nixon's approach was
pragmatic. He was more interested in foreign policy and felt that this
was his true calling. Nonetheless, he made advances on the home
front that surprised both Republicans and Democrats. Without
Watergate, it is likely that his achievements in domestic affairs would
have been viewed more favorably by historians.

Nixon did not follow Eisenhower’s Jead and incrementally maintain
or increase Democratic social welfare programs or try to manage them
better. He was not interested in creating more government programs
but wanted to administer existing programs differently with less
federal involvement. His brand was “The New Federalism”, a system
that would divert money and power from the federal bureaucracy t0d
the states and local governments. The notion was not new, Nixon ha
believed since arriving in Washington in 1946 that money spent at
the local level would be more responsive to local needs.and
requirements than one-size-fits-all federal programs: o2 approad:i
was Jeffersonian. For example, in 1972, he created the State an

Local Assistance Act that initially redistributed fottlllr bill(i)(;l federal
dollar ities. When the pr At
s to the states and local authort B e O Eillion

cancelled in 1986 by President Ronald
dollars. Not surprisingly, Nixon's plans Were & iy u‘h;;t:;:;o
and local governments and opposed by Washington burea
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feared job losses and congressional politicians wanting to pla
R
Hood and deliver federal monies to their consntuenﬂis. it

Nixon moved quickly to shut-down “Great Society” programs
were unpopular with his party. First to go was tlitey;fﬁceochc;‘:::!m
Opportunity (OED), the agency charged with leading the “war :
poverty.” The Community Action Program (CAP) was remgamzeon
and other programs were shuffled to different deparmenm 5
funding reduced or cut entirely. Nixon'’s war m povert theu
directions. Fi:st,heproposedafamﬂyall .y.tmktwg
direction of the Urban Affairs ¢ il
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rs feared that they would lose their OWn jobs. Ni

0 get the plan appr()ved, and as the 1972 elem]onsa';‘:)l:(:an l:«vas unable
¥ opped it from his agenda. In response, he increased feqd ched he

of the Food Stamp Act and Medicaid. eral support

worke

Nixon on civil rlight:

eon wanted to slow down the civil rights
:’:st and support of the south. School dgesegr::e?;‘a/fir:r?x;nf(‘j iy
Nixon PrOposed federal funds to local districts to build n o,
@ mmunity schools. He said it was better if students waliwd
nearby neighbourhood school rather than take a long buse ‘(;0 :
strange part of town.. For many parents this was an attractir\lzee b
argument, although it was a newer version of “separate but %
with an emphasis on equal. Federal courts disagreed and ordeequgl %
desegregation to continue. Fifteen years after the Plessey rulinre
overturned, nearly 70% of black children still attended segre agtwclias
schools. Nixon complied with the court order and moved %hega ind
forward with commendable speed; by 1970, less than 10% of b%ack ,
school children attended all-black schools. Nixon was a capable
politician. He could assuage the south that his hands were tied by
activist courts, and he could show the liberal elements in the nation
that he supported the civil rights movement.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was up for renewal in 1970 and the
president wanted its provisions extended to all states to avoid
«discriminating” against the south. Next, he wanted state courts
empowered to adjudicate alleged voting-rights violations instead of
federal courts. This initiative was scuttled by Republicans on the
House Judiciary Committee, but was followed up by the revisions of
a bipartisan committee that extended voting rights to 18-year-olds.
Despite these apparent setbacks, Nixon’s efforts convinced many

southerners to support him.

Nixon also supported the women'’s movement and the Equal Rights
Amendment, and despite considerable opposition increased the
number of women holding high rank in the government. He created
the Presidential Task Force on Women'’s Rights and ordered the
Justice Department to prosecute sexual discrimination cases under
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act. Title VII prohibited employmer.xt.
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

In addition, he ordered the Labor Department t0 add sexual ,
discrimination guidelines to the Office of Federal Contract Compliance.

Finally, the Philadelphia Plan was a Labor Depfll:trnent 1n.1t1at_u{e
0 provide training and employment opportunities .f<.)r n}lnonnzs.
Federally funded, the government used l'aCi?l das.smcau_ons gd a
quotas in these desegregation programs. Affirmative e
libera] program, had been initiated by @ Republican prest ent.

gixon on the environment o L
n Earth Day, April 22, 1970, millions of peo ixon the
100k to the streetP; to raise environmental awaiche a]::r? lI{;h!ton
environmental activist was born. Over the next IOUE1E 7

; jslation 1O
sent many groundbreaking pieces of € omnirilrt;lnﬁiliapoﬁcy i
Congress, The centerpiece was the Natit_mal En

+ for the first
(1969) which gave birth to the Clean Air Act (1970) pre i

in the United States
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ime addressed aut : o
"trhe Environmental Protection ?,ﬁe:lsz; oxics
an important agency today- f‘“x s of Pa Kks”
Safety Commission and the “L¢8 ed federal Jands t -
Federalist initiative) that transferr tional areas- It was 1
establish parks, beaches and recread “hown little Of
work for a man who previOUS_lY e ragmatist. He res
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Nixon on economics front rampant inflation.
During his first term in office Nixon had to €0 " v wage and price
On several occasions Nixon would impose tempor err with voters tired
controls to slow inflation. The measures erre popu : The economy Was
of price gouging but not so with the business sec‘;oﬁdt o the st
floundering, beset by inflation, and the first t.rade e Boonomics Was
World War. Unemployment was also on the increase.

K din
not Nixon’s favourite area but he came to realize its m_lpor;?ufgfe;enwok
1971 declared his conversion to Keynesian economics. £t Tobn

S mocratic governor, Jo
the unusual step of appointing former Texas De i
Connally, as Secretary of the Treasury. On Sunday August 15, NIxor
announced his “New Economic Policy” that contained wage and price
controls, abandonment of the gold standard, depreciation of the dollar
and deficit spending. It was a brilliant political move. Whether these
measures were in the nation’s best interests long term was not Nixon’s
primary concern. He was concerned about reelection and needed the
economy to be running effectively. Specifically, he added a 10%
surcharge on import duty—notably on oil imports, which would lead to
shortages during his second term. Prices, wages and rents were frozen
for 90 days to be followed by a more flexible and lasting system of price
controls. The public approved of Nixon’s economic measures, deflected
the criticism of the Democratic Party, while also confounding
Republicans who advocated market-driven solutions and control of the
money supply, rather than direct intervention, As his advisors
predicted, the effect on the market was immediate and on Monda
August 16 the stock market made the biggest single day’s gains in fts
history. The economy took off and Nixon was reelected in 1972, Social
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federal healthcare plan similar to Medicaid. Although n;
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The Watergate scandal
The Watergate scandal was a result of Nixon'’s des
second term in office. Surrounded by a band of
operatives, they employed every dirty trick in t
pemocratic campaign. Disguised as the Commij
president (CREEP) millions of dollars were diy
coffers to finance their defamation campaign
succeeded. Nixon won, destroying the Demo
McGovern, by winning 49 states outright. B
watchman at the Watergate Hotel, they mi

Peration to achieve 4
ruthless and loyal
he book to derail the
ttee to Re-elect the
erted from Republican
and dirty deeds. Ang they
cratic candidate, George
ut for a vigilant night
ght have got away with it.
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,» an exclusive location in
Georgetown. The plan was to install phone wiretaps and listenin:
devices but they were caught and arrested. Two Washington Post £
reporters tracked a trail of hush money that lead to the Oval Office
aided by a secret White House informant code-named “Deep-throat”
The drama reached its peak during the Senate Watergate Committee.
hearings. This bipartisan committee interrogated Nixon aides and
gathered evidence that would lead to the indictment of 40 high-
ranking members of Nixon’s administration, including his closest and
most prominent advisors—Haldeman and Erlichman. Nixon
steadfastly claimed his innocence and distanced himself from the
guilty. But, eventually, it became apparent that Nixon was privy to the
break-in, if not before then shortly after. The infamous White House
tapes also revealed a seedy side to Nixon'’s personality, notably his foul
language and bigotry. Impeachment proceedings initiated in the
House of Representatives forced Nixon’s resignation in August 1974.

As a result of Watergate, the presidency was tarnished, some feared
permanently. Yet, in another sense, it was a crowning moment for the
United States. The constitution had worked as intended and the
checks and balances designed to prevent the abuse of executive power
eventually overwhelmed Nixon. In later life, he blamed a conspiracy
of the left, particularly the media, for destroying his presidency.
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The domestic policies of presidents Truman, Eisenhower,
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon: 1945-74

Based on your understanding of the domestic policies of the ;irb:srl‘i L)
above, address the following questions. Further research may
Truman Eisenhower Kennedy
(Fair Deal) W(Middlei\.ya)'
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