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: 5  Canada's domestic policie

a return to the low, dishonest days of th, .
;:dbad planned for the end of the war and eief:)c:i‘::l;s;:;r::&d A SEAE
® eterans, converted the economy to peacetime production and R <5 2, @
‘h:th stage for over two decades of unprecedented economic -
$¢ 1 and low unemployment. He retired in 1948, worn out (ag oy
%_ He had effectively managed the nation during some of its igﬁﬁi
™ 5 days. Canada had emerged from the war self-co:;ﬁd:ﬁ

mécpcnaem, respected and one of the world’s most pow, rfy LA

pr merous nations.
khlﬂ was succeeded by Louis St. Laurent, who also Pro
sery capable leader at a time in which Canada beg:

the United Kingdom and strengthen its relationsh
United States- He was also bilingual. St. Lauren d man
. ing in 1949, when Newfoundland, the UK oldest ¢
’w Canada’s 10th province. He convinced Eisenhower to agi
10 the St. Lawrence Seaway project, a joint Canada-U Vi ;
ompleted in 1959, that allowed ships to- ap the

_rence River from the Great Lakes to
ihe threat of long-range Soviet bombers, the
joint air defence arrangement that integrated the
Luructures of the US and Canadian milita ‘
Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) w
construction of a radar line (DEW 1 a
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ian domestic politics: '
s Canadians expected their

i following the war, : ions and
il (zh fe?ieral and provincial) to provide solutions

i i blems. The
direction in resolving important economic apd so;:l E::(;ian approaCh
Marsh Report (1943) set the stage for adopting a bly il 4
to the economy and social welfare programs, notably 1 Bid
national health insurance scheme. Several key bureaucrat_s )

i oxford and favored his demand
personally studied under Keynes at OXI0I¢ & :
based economic policies. In the post-war period the federa.
government ran “Crown corporations” in sucl? areas. as regﬂ .
transportation, air travel and radio and television. Direct involvemen
of the government in the economy was here 1o stay. Canada was a
large country with a small population and big government was
viewed as the best way to ensure regional equality and promote
economic development and full employment. Unlike the division of
powers in the federal system of the United States, the majority of
power was to reside with the federal government. During this period,
the provinces demanded more money and more power. Negotiations
between these two levels of government would dominate the
Canadian political landscape particularly around taxation and
constitutional reform. Federal-provincial conferences became an
important device to resolve sticky issues.

governments (b

In Canada, social welfare programs were implemented gradually over
three decades. There was no “made-in-Canada” version of Truman'’s
Fair Deal or Johnson's Great Society. The more cautious approach
reflected Canada’s preference for incremental change based on
consensus and compromise rather than radical reform. i

out, by the mid 1960s Canadians enjoyed a cradle-t(;l-lgri:‘\rrled ;(t);};rlned
?velfare net that included: family allowances (1945); unemplo
insurance (1940); old-age pension (1927, revised in' 1951 . dYment
u:nco.r;.)orating the Canada Pension Plan from 1965); and T
significantly (in comparison with the US model), a Tistic pn
healthcare insurance plan (1965). i

It is considered a statement of fact b
: y Canadians t
;Zs:lat;lt;on created not one nation but two, Canatki‘: tv:::se Us
e women who wished to remain loyal to the Byi Geated by
ti-US sentiment, based on a fear of US d. ritish Crown,

: Ominati
Canadla_n as maple syrup and the Mounties Pos:\s(a);l tal'lxpe L
. , these

powerful US media and wa
sb i
Successive governments took :Commg a branch of the Us

implementing regulations Lo 101 10 stem the tide through

radio, stopping the sale of Canadian compans content on TV apq
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1s and through providing government grants to promot
. e

nte’e " culture.

canadia” I

r cause for special treatment, by the 19605 .
Afu ‘i:n Quebec as the Ql.lit‘l (or Silent) Revofuot?orvxv.a,: l:zwmt?rvcr;cm

e e and em.r,gprencu.nal Québécois had emerged who deme:ndoii
i Quebec be gl”Vt‘n speaa.l status and deserved special treatment v
. Chez Nous” (masters In our own house), they cried. The Silém
Revoluﬁon brought about sxgn}ﬁfant changes and reforms to the
palance of power between Québéc, the federal government and the
her provinces. But by the late 1960s a more radical movement
anted QquCF to secede from Canada. This separatist movement was
ed by the brilliant orator and former Liberal cabinet minister René
Levesque- In 1976, the 'Levesque-led “Partis Québécois” became the
provindal government in Quebec. A darker development in the
<eparatist camp was the appearance of a terrorist group, Le Front de
jibération du Québec (the Quebec Liberation Front, or FLQ). A terrorist
el numbering about 100 members, the FLQ used violence to promote
their message of independence. Bombing an armoury and mailboxes
they injured a small number of people. In October 1970, the FLQ
kidnapped a British diplomat and a Quebec cabinet minister (whom
they subsequently murdered). Prime Minister Trudeau implemented
the War Measures Act to meet the threat. Previously, the Act had been
used during the first and second world wars to give the government
emergency powers. Trudeau’s implementation was the only time the

Act was invoked during peacetime.

In the postwar era, the provinces demanded more power and
governments at all levels played an ever active role in the daily lives
of Canadians. Taxes increased to pay for these programs and defense
spending was slashed as government priorities shifted from guns to
butter. The economy, despite a few bumps, continued its upward
trend and average household incomes more than doubled. The
nation’s population exploded with 4.5 million births (the baby
boomers) and 1.5 million new immigrants (mainly European),

and by 1960 was more than 17 million, expanding to 24 million

by 1980. It was a good time for most Canadians. But, despite high
employment levels, disadvantage persisted in many areas of the
country and the First Nations (indigenous) peoples were
marginalized and segregated on reservations. Their children were
forced to attend church-run residential schools to be converted into
Christians and cleansed of their aboriginal heritage. For the first
time in its history, equality for all Canadians was about to become a

national imperative.

( The Canadian system of government

Canada is a constitutional monarchy. This means that the powers
of the monarch (the British monarch) are administered by an
elected assembly named the House of Commons. The monarch’s
Tepresentative is the governor general who carries out the duties
of the Crown in Canada. The governor general is the head of state. | |
&ﬁmﬁ minister is the head of the government. The federal © .
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central government) & ; d* g U
ﬁystem of governmem is p;rl;alr}l:: sup?]eme law—maklgipo
it del. Parliament Na supr oveinis

ﬁxr:lri:tir:r? The provinces and ter.moru:[sal ;1; n?odel.
assemblies that also follow a parliamen 5
ral, meaning it has two legis :: i
House of Commons based 0 S Thi
tical party that wins the most s€a- -
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made up of the prim
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tive bodies- ‘
Parliament is bicame ntation

most powerful is the :
by population. The poll
House of Commons becomes the

In the Canadian system, the executive 1S e ehionsé il
minister and cabinet who are elected mem

nsible
directly responsible to the House of Commons. 1:1655?1;); e
government is the key to this system and it r{lea T e
minister and cabinet must maintain the COIlfld(:!nCC '1(“)hjs it
or they are obligated to resign and call an election. L
in 1979 when the prime minister resigned after his budg
defeated on a vote of no-confidence.

The party in government selects the prime minister who, in

turn, selects cabinet ministers who are also members of the
house to lead the various departments and government posts.
The electorate, therefore, do not vote directly for the prime
minister or the cabinet, but will know beforehand who will be
prime minister if a particular party wins enough seats to form

the government.

The senate is the other house and is appointed based on
regional representation. It provides “a sober second look” at
legislation passed by the House. Its powers are limited by the
fact that members are appointed. Members are appointed for
life (to age 75).

Provincial legislatures are unicameral (one house) comprised of an
elected assembly based on the same parliamentary principles of
responsible government as the federal government.

The Canad-a Act (1982),.0{'i'ginally the British North America Act
of 1867, stipulates the division of powers between the federal
and provincial governments as contained in sections 91 (federal
and 92(provincial) powers. The Supreme Court of Canad ot
on jurisdictional disputes between the levels f S,
. puts ol government and
interprets the constitution. A Charter of Rights and Freed
was ad.ded in 1982 to protect and defend individual B
collective rigl_ns. Unlike the US presidential system 2
may _hold office for a maximum of five years beforé ; glfi\rllemmem
e;:lctlon. However, for a variety of reasons, electio e an
C gd more freguently. In some cases (as we will Tk u§uauy
z:g«_::&, the'pr‘xme. minister has formed 3 goverm;eeenin t!ns
Con mjnton-xa]onty in the House of Commons, This i e

rity government. To maintain power the ;al':tierred o

; Y with the

shortly after taking office and has called

majority government. Others have succ an election

0
essfully s g secure g

making d, i iti
& g deals with the opposition parties, din office by

e - e
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john G. Diefenbaker, 1957-63

john Dpiefenbaker became the first Conservative prime minister i
22 years after ? surprising victory in the 1957 elections defesatei;ln
st. pLaurent’s Liberals and forming a minority govemmém Eve : ith
minority government, Diefenbaker seemed to be dynamié and f(‘j:’l e
making changes that ensured his popularity with Canadians. He cClllilVC'
rsonal income tax and raised old age pension payouts at a'time wh
unemployment was low and government revenues were high Leadir‘in
in the polls and with the Liberals holding a leadership conveniion to :
replace the retired St. Laurent, Diefenbaker called an election with th
slogan “Follow John” in 1958. Diefenbaker’s Conservative Party wone
the largest majority in Canadian history taking 208 out of 265 seats j
The Liberals got 48 seats, mainly in Quebec. It appeared the era of :
Liberal dominance was over. Diefenbaker had a clear mandate to bring
about meaningful change after decades of Liberal government.

PPy VTN

The new government began with significant advantages including a
huge majority and tremendous talent in cabinet that included the first
female cabinet minister, Ellen Fairclough, who was the Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration. Diefenbaker advocated a “Northern
dream” to open up the north to development. He promoted regional
development that included building dams in his native Saskatchewan
and railroad expansion in the hinterlands. He wanted to attend to those
sections of the country the Liberals had ignored or forgotten,
marginalized by the Liberal focus on central Canada, notably Quebec.
He advocated “unhyphenated Canadianism”; a new vision of '
citizenship that was no longer English-Canadian or French-Canadian
but simply Canadian. This fell on deaf ears in Quebec, where it was
known that he did not speak French. To Diefenbaker’s credit, he offered
voters a “made-in-Canada” vision of the future which was a distinctive
shift in style from the ad hoc managerial approach of the Liberals. He
offered Canadians a future based on equality for all. One of his greatest
achievements was granting the franchise to the First Nations.
In the end, however, he was unable to convert ideology into policy. It
started in cabinet; he could not build a consensus. Diefenbaker, the

le to lead. The “Northern

prairie populist could preach but was unab er
dream” was impractical, untenable and too expensive to be realistic.
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niste
in his first specc : un-hy
On March 29, 1958 In his fi a}lcd s vlhn

H o = e
of Commons, Diefenbaker rev

Canadian: or English or French

; i of neith ey
£ o e firs) prine 12 2 ki countryti Canadian citizenship
origin. So I am determined to bring abou S e able 10 53
: 1 1 ‘m ve :
that knew no hyphenated consideration. 1 Ver) PR e members o f

that in the House of Commons Ukrainian origin—

Italian, Dutch, German, Scandin
and they are d

today in my party w
avian, Chinese ar’1,
1l Canadians.

ned St. Laurent’s economic progmnil,s
nt was rocked by scandal anc
contributed significantly to

For the most part, he maintai
with minor tinkering. His governme
infamously bad decisions. Several events
Diefenbaker’s demise.

In 1959, Diefenbaker cancelled the Avro AITow Project. T!w A»” oW
was a Canadian designed and built fighter interceptor quIg"ed

to meet and defeat the threat of Soviet bombers. The fighter was
considered the best of its generation but was made obsolete by

the advent of long-range nuclear missiles. The cancellation cost
thousands of jobs and precipitated an exodus of talented people

to the United States from Canada’s small but highly developed
aerospace industry. The United States pressured Canada to accept
anti-aircraft missiles to replace the Arrow. Fifty-six missiles were
deployed in northern Ontario and Quebec, designed to carry nuclear
warheads, rendering the missiles virtually useless. After the Cuban
Missile crisis of October 1962 President Kennedy blamed Canada for
failing to deploy nuclear missiles. The Minister of Defence, Douglas
Harkness, who had advocated the nuclear warheads, resigned in
disgust. Diefenbaker appeared indecisive on both issues and his
government looked rudderless. In an effort to slow inflation, improve

276 The Avro Arrow, Canadian Air Force,
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{he balance of payments and encourage tourism, Diefenbak
devalued the Canadian dollar to an unheard of ‘;2 5 ce e
Liberals dubbed it the “Diefenbuck” and made it 11.1e el:ctts' US: fos
in 1962. Diefenbaker could not stem the Liberal tide Thelgn b
done, his majo'rity vanished and he stumbled back ir;to offis:tn a'geh
another nﬂnqnty government. After more than 20 years in gis
opposition, Diefenbaker and his cabinet were suspicious of th i
dvil servants who had loyally served the Liberal Party and h. fisemor
Liberal leanings and connections. Rather than trying to win ?he'
Joyalty, Diefenbaker tried to govern by avoiding consultation w:trh his
senior bureaucrats. He appeared anachronistic, advocating the British
connection at a time when the bonds of empire were slipping. His
rural background made him an outsider among the urban élit.es of
central Canada.

on a personal level, Diefenbaker had a bad temper and could be
vindictive and paranoid, blaming the media for his failures. While
the Conservatives appeared to have taken control of the government
things went downhill quickly. After the Cuban Missile Crisis debacle,'
his minority government was defeated on a vote of no-confidence
and the nation went to the polls in April 1963. The Canadian people
were tired of Diefenbaker’s antics and antiquated rhetoric and the
Liberals were returned to power.

Advity I‘lll.‘...l.‘..C.tolll.."Q.-..l'i..l.-ic.'.l'
Research and evaluate Diefenbaker's domestic policies

This is an activity to be undertaken before writing an essay on the
success and failures of John Diefenbaker's policies. As a representative
of Canada's prairies, Diefenbaker implemented a series of policies to
assist the shrinking agricultural sector of society and connect the more
remote, northern areas with the rest of Canada. Due to these policies
the Conservatives enjoyed the largest parliamentary majority in Canadian
history, but in retrospect were his policies effective?

Policies implemented Effect Success oF Reasons
| Failure

o ;[-_

o

Primary sources from the archives of the Canadian Broadoasfing COrpOfahon
Capital Punishment: http;//ard1ives.dnccra/sodety/crime_just:oe/dlps/:':33;i)/°
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Further resources canada.gc.ca

Library and Archives of Cana
Prime Minister of Canada: http://pm.gc.ca
Montreal Gazette: http://www.montrealgazette.com
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da: http://WWW.coIIections
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Lester B. Pearson, 1963-68

Pearson’s domestic plans were significantly influenced by his early
career as a diplomat and soldier; he saw internationalism and
domestic policy as opposite sides of the same coin. His vision was to
make Canada an outward-looking nation that would put an end to
provincial rivalries that had so defined Canada’s national political
culture. At the core of his domestic considerations was the idea of
establishing a more positive relationship with the United States,
where much of its economic and military stock lay. Pearson—like his
contemporary, President Johnson in the US—believed in government
intervention to improve the lives of average citizens. At the root of
Pearson'’s programs was the principle of “universality” which
mandated equal access to government programs for all Canadians,
most notably education, welfare and healthcare.

During his five years in office the Liberal Party never enjoyed

a majority in parliament but through the support of newly emergin
parties he implemented a series of policies favorable to Canadian :
and contributed to his legacy as a great statesman. s

The Auto Pact, 1964
The Canada-United States Automotive
Agreem
the Auto Pact, of December 11, 1964, wagra R s
that permitted the free trade of automobiles
tahcross Fhe border. The agreement had more i
e Umted. State§ In terms of jobs and helped reduce the bal
payrr:)ents inequity betv./veen the two nations, The agre e
purpose was twofold: first, to reduce production cogts EI;::;S .
ucing

duplication; and second,
: related to irst,
conbumieis. therals 10 the fu-st, to reduce the cost to

free trade agreement
tires and auto parts
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gr—;ﬁes Pearson (1897-1972)

Bowles Pearson was bom in Toronto to parents
who were both of Irish descent. His father was a
ist minister and a Conservative, his mother was a
Liberal. In 1913 he entered Victoria College, University of
Toronto, at age 16 but his studies were interrupted by
the First wgrld War. He volunteered for duty first in a Canada's NATO delegation and
hospital unit an.d tht_en transferrgd to the Royal Flying was Canada's ambafsador to the
Corps. He was invalided, suffering from physical injuries United Nations. In 1957, he brokered

to the formation of the United
Nations (1944-45). Postwar he
continued to hold high-ranking
positions in foreign affairs
including stints as the Chair of

_a“d Psyd‘;':mg"?;lln:i‘g?jan;;: ﬁn:hed the war an the Suez Crisis ceasefire agreement that ended the
“'St'umm" 5519, Pl twolty e eamed his first conflict and eamed him the Nobel Peace Prize. He
ld_:s"ee Eat o s fegllowsl*zear: g\x%nvate industry successfully ran for parliament and quickly became the
whleoaheu - ob: A MPF: 4 rd University leader of the Liberal Party, replacing Louis St. Laurent.
ere 9 In 1924, he joined In 1963, he defeated the Conservatives winning a slim

b zo I 1;;?]5'0 S D By at the University  minority govemment. He tried again in 1965 to win a
of xonto. in e :fwas persuaded to join Canada's  majority but was unsuccessful. He retired from public life
fledgling Depa t of External Affairs. He would spend 1968 and became president of Carleton University.

the next 40d|)_'e“;’)'5 in government service. He held a Diagnosed with cancer in 1970, he wrote his memoirs
number of diplomatic posts and participated in The prior to his death in 1972. Unquestionably Canada’s most
Hague Conference on Intemnational Law (1930), the successful and respected foreign diplomat, he was

Washington Naval Conference (1930), the Geneva World  instrumental in creating Canada's image as a trusted ally,
Disarmament Conference (1933-34), the London Naval  humanitarian and peacekeeping nation. His record as
Conference (1935) and numerous session of the League  prime minister was considered less successful by his

of Nations. In 1942, he led the Canadian legation in contemporaries, but in retrospect this might not be

Washington and was involved in the negotiations leading  accurate.
\_ .y

Ontario benefitted more than the rest of the country as the
automobile manufacturing sector was concentrated close to the US
centers of production with easy access to transportation routes. The
pact was critical for increasing domestic support for the Liberal Party.

Defense spending

In the 1950s, Canada rebuilt its military to meet the
threat of Soviet expansion. Twenty-five-thousand
Canadians fought in the Korean War. And, by the
mid-1960s, the armed forces numbered 120,000
with 10,000 permanently stationed in Europe as
part of Canada’s NATO commitment. However, the
Glassco Commission (1963)reported that the
military had been very wasteful in its expenditures
and recommended that the armed forces become
more “flexible, mobile and imaginative” in its
structure while maintaining a commitment to
international peacekeeping. As a result, Pearson
ordered a force size reduction of 20,000 and under President Johnson and the prime
the direction of the Minister of Defence implemented unification of minister of Canada, Lester Pearson, share

the armed forces (the army, navy and air-force) in order to reduce a Iau%h. Re!ang;:s between the two were
administration expenses. Many senior officers resigned in protest and  notaiways jovial

the debate in parliament and the press revealed deep divisions.

Pearson, however, had sufficient support and the bill was passed on

February 1, 1968. Pearson understood that Canada'’s social welfare

programs would require an every larger portion of the federal budget ‘
and that cuts to the military would go a long way t0 pay for these

costly programs.
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Adversaries in Parliament
faced each other daily in t
When one was the prime

leader of the opposition. e
relationship which was the subject of many editorial

cartoons. In this activity you will have the opportunity
to evaluate the significance of three such cartoons.

Diefenbaker

for over @ decade, they

he House of Commons.
minister the other was the

It was a tempestuous

You write the caption
For each of the Cartoons, provide your own caption
based on your understanding of Canadian politics
during the 1960s and explain your caption with
reference to the historical context. :
Diefenbaker is on the left (John" on his belt), P -
the right (with “Mike” on his shorts). s

Cartoon 2

Cartoon 3
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province of Quebec. The ony represents th
man f . e
standing behind her is the Tommy Douglas (leader of

er of the NDP), hold i

] s the scissors,

premier of Quebec.
.......... pearson IS i
.... : Sewin ;
Ensign, c. 1965, 8 and Diefenbaker holds the British

ve
.e
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tee
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gzcnal welfare programs

< nf;n Pbe:rri(;n cut military spendin

Soyirg Programs that were v
mong all Canadiang reg:rls
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schools. The goverment developed risk-sharing agreements with the
panks in which the federal government acted as the guarantor of the
Joans and would underwrite defaulted loans and associated costs. The
rogram cost to the federal government was calculated to prO\;id;;‘
0% of the assessed financial need to a maximum of $165 dollars

a week for full-time students. The remaining 40% was the

responsibility of provincial loan schemes.

Another program was an update of the Canada Pension Plan in 1965
Far more comprehensive than its predecessor, it improved the .
existing old-age pension plan and permitted the provinces to

establish their own plans with federal support. Recognizing that the
majority of workers did not have a company pension plan, pension
penefits were expanded and extended. The program also prescribed
survivor benefits.

The 1966 Medical Care Act provided universal healthcare for all
Canadians. While all 10 provinces had healthcare programs by
1961, they were unequal. In addition to ensuring basic standards, it
also allowed the federal government to provide proportionately
more funding to the poorer provinces. Despite some protests by the
medical community and the defection of some doctors to the
United States, the program, although costly, has proved extremely
popular. A further development was Canada’s racially-open
immigration policy. By the 1960s, European immigration had
slowed and Canada most notably encouraged immigration from
India and Hong Kong.

Canadian nationalism

The need for a distinctive Canadian flag had been simmering
since the 1890s and, under Pearson, it became a reality. Young
Canadians, an increasingly vocal force in the nation, wanted
something uniquely Canadian that captured the nation’s new
vitality and autonomy as the Canadian Ensign emphasized colonial
ties. A 15-member committee appointed by Pearson vetted over
20,000 submissions before deciding on the red maple leaf with 11
points. But veterans from the Second World War objected to the
retirement of the Ensign, as it was a symbol of their participation
in war and controversy ensued. In the end, the new flag was
enthusiastically accepted by most Canadians as a unique
representation of their country.

Similarly, Pearson’s government persisted in the approval of “O
Canada” as the national anthem and “God Save the Queen” as the
royal anthem. Both had been the de facto anthems for decades but
this ensured their place as national symbols. “O Canada” became a
bilingual anthem with English and French versions.

Pearson led two minority governments with skill and brought abgut
significant and lasting reforms that succeeded in his goal of equality
for Canadians, yet the nation faced serious questions about the
future of confederation. Upon his retirement from public service in
1968 Canada faced critical and violent challenges as separatists
gained support in Quebec.

Stanley.

. Compare the two Canadian
. flags

2 Why would young Canadians
: 3 What makes the maple leaf

* 4 There are eleven points on

-5 There was a proposal for flags

6 Based on your knowledge of

The Maple Leaf Flag (February 15,
1965), designed by George F.

»
©

°
.
°
©
°
.
B

1 What symbolism do you see
in the ensign?

want to change the flag?
uniquely Canadian?

the leaf—why do think it was
created that way?

with the fleur-de-lis; who
would be in support of such a
flag and why?

Canadian history and culture,
what would you include on
the Canadian flag? Why?

*ecsnescesnnescescnnscns®

.‘.l.c.'l'lc'e'..’.llan.o.-unl--o-o"-o

Ol | R |
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pierre Elliot Trudeau
1968-79, 1980-84 '
Pierre Trudeau was a charismatic
leader, a product of the 19605,
who found tremendous support
among Canada’s young people;
they responded to him in a
visceral fashion that the press
called “Trudeau-mania”. Although
his opponent, the Conservative
leader Robert Stanfield, had more
political experience he could not
compete with the firebrand
oratory, razor wit, wry grin and
dynamic persona of Trudeau.
Except for a six-month hiatus
during Joe Clark’s short-lived
Conservative government (1979-
80) Trudeau was prime minister
for the next 16 years (1968-84).
Always a controversial figure, he
was either loved or hated by
Canadians. Many of his policies
were a continuation of initiatives
begun by Pearson. Proposals based on reports from the previous
governments were implemented. He continued unification of the
armed forces and further decreased troop levels. He expanded social
welfare programs and benefits, adding to existing programs. He made
Canada bilingual and multicultural, championed a strong federal
government and rej;cted Quebec’s call for special status and
separatism. He was despised in the western provinces for his national
m policy, reviled in Quebec for being a traitor and loved elsewhere
r his opposition to the separatists and progressive social policies.

On taking office, Trudeau’s first maj ic initiati
. jor domestic initi
;Fhmve Pearson’s objective of making Canada ofﬁcia.all-;-v;ilvi‘:;l::l and
1culturaé by ensuring that all Canadians had access to bilingual
services from the federal government. At the same time, th
of other Interest groups was coming to the fore, in parﬁ;uhergrressure
representatives of the First Nations of Canada. At first 'Ifﬁdeau 75

Canadian civil rights movem € increasingly vocy] -
decades minori : €Nt came of age anq iy The
1y group rights foung g, over

€ a more inclusive ang toll)pon in the Constitution ¢

€rant
Nearly as controversial for some, was e

o ntroduce metric conversion, [ e 7o EO¥€mments
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from Fahrenheit 10 Celsius (for several years both measurem

ssed); kilometers replaced miles; gallons became liters: and Z':(;S e
= verted to meters. Opposition was loud panicularly'Irnm 1Id e
canadians who found the conversion difficult and veterans’ %
claimed it was not what they had fought for, although the fu?lr(c);:ps
over Was implemented gradually. Nevertheless, by the mid-19805a ok
metrication was a reality in Canada. It was part of Trudeau’s vision to
make Canada more internationally minded and it distinguished Canad
from the United States, one of the few countries in the world to h ;
retained the older system of unit measurement. i

In his first term, Trudeau also tried to bring about a repatriation of
the constitution and he held a meeting in 1971 in Victoria with

the ten provincial premiers to ratify changes that would redistribute
the powers of federal and provincial governments. At first he
seemed to have consensus but Quebec’s premier Bourassa
demanded that the provinces be given control over social policy
(welfare, unemployment, etc.) with federal funding for these
programs. When Trudeau refused, Bourassa left the talks. Shortly
thereafter, the meeting ended without agreement; constitutional
reform had to wait until the 1980s.

The October Crisis

In 1970, Trudeau faced his most trying moments when confronted

i with the violent turn that Québécois separatism had taken. In

| addition to the founding of a parliamentary party in 1968—the Parti
Québécois(PQ)—the separatists also created La Front de libération du
Québec (the Quebec Liberation Front, or FLQ) in 1963. Although the
FLQ lacked the support of most Québécois, who viewed them as a
fringe movement of dissidents who did more harm than good to the
separatist movement, they persisted in trying to bring about a
separate state through violent tactics. Although it never numbered
more than about 100 members, between 1963 and 1970 the group
seats in the 1970 election and planted 95 bombs in government
buildings and mailboxes, anything that could be tied to English
Canada and the federal government. Canadians, including
Québécois, deplored the violence that resulted in three deaths and
numerous injuries. The police broke up several terrorist cells and

about two dozen FLQ members went to jail.

In October 1970, the FLQ changed tactics, possibly in response to the
failure of the Parti Québécois to win more seats in the election, or

as a logical expansion of their own campaign. On October 5, they
kidnapped British Trade Commissioner James Cross from his home in
Quebec City and demanded $500,000 in bullion and the release of
23 jailed FLQ members as a ransom. The government refused to
negotiate but did allow the FLQ’s manifesto to be read over public
radio and TV in both official languages. Upset by the government’s
refusal to negotiate, the FLQ kidnapped Pierre Laporte, Quebec
Minister of Labour, on October 10, 1970. Trudeau respondt.:d by
ordering the army to patrol the streets and government buildings in
Ottawa and invoked the War Measures Act (1914), which

suspended civil liberties and allowed the police to se?arch and seize
without a warrant and arrest suspects without a writ of habeus corpus
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(e without being BB parey (NDP), TOIIRY Douglas, said ¢ Discussion point

;?:; ;:;iir ct:i g:ieng a peanut with sledgeh:flmmer. butt o B + Was Trudeau's invocation of

overwhelmingly Canadians endorsed the prime minis € e - the War Measures Act justfieg

The Quebec police were unable to locaté the kidnappers desp Foin :  under the circumstances or

thousands of tips from the public. Trudeau and Bourassa agree * was it an over-reaction? py;

they would continue to refuse to negotiate with the FLQ. + yourself in Trudeau's shogs: :

- . e hat + what would you have dong) )

Less than 48 hours later the police received an anonymous tip t M e Vi

lcdthemtothelifelessbodyofPierreLaportestuﬂedinthetrunkof i
a taxi. The FLQ made it clear that the survival of the other hostage

was unlikely if the government continued to refuse to negotiate.

Trudeau and Bourassa remained steadfast and public opinion polls
rted the prime minister’s position.

showed 90% of Canadians suppo
For the next three months the kidnappers avoided detection but in

early December their hideout was discovered and surrounded. The

kidnappers agreed to release James Cross alive in return for a plane
to Cuba. To this request the government agreed and five FLQ
ally returned to Canada

members were flown to Cuba. They eventu
(as they were not made to feel welcome by Fidel Castro in Cuba) and

served time in jail. The crisis was the high-water mark of the FLQ;
compl«_:tely discredited by most Québécois, it no longer had a
following. The Parti Québécois was the force to be reckoned with in

channelling support for separatism.
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The October Crisis, 1970
Source A
Canada: ‘This Very Sorry Moment" Time magazine. Monday, October 26, 1970
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source B
from the manifesto of the Front de libération du Québec (FLQ), 1970.
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source F
prime Minister Trudeau's address to the nation, October 16, 1970.
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t for Trudeau. It ensured his control
control of
for Trudeau was that

The election was a turning poin
of the Liberal Party which gave him unfettered
government policy. Another turn for the better hruge
Quebec was demanding less of the limelight; his actions in the ;
October Crisis seemed to have brought about the decline and demise
of the FLQ. The price of oil was also a significant problem. In the
early 1970s, the supply of oil decreased and consequently the price
rapidly increased. The government ordered the prices at the gas
pumps to be kept below world prices—a policy that made the
Liberals unpopular in the oil-producing western provinces but won
them the support of Ontario, Quebec and the Atlantic provinces.
Using this popularity to his advantage in 1974, Trudeau gave
parliament a budget he knew they would reject. Defeated on a vote
of no-confidence the Liberals resigned and an election was called.
Trudeau again won a majority with the Liberals being elected in

141 of 265 seats.

However, the economy was worsening. Inflation and rising
unemployment undermined efforts to effectively plan and manage
the economy, improve existing programs or implement new oneg
Canada was suffering from “stagflation”, a situation where the .

when the Liberals’ fiye.
the polls looking for a chan ;
ge. Co i
appear at first glance (q p. o (r)lfservatxve leader joe Clark diq
defeated for the first ime in five eleifticam el Try &
on

opposition was to be short, S. His time as leader of the
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joe clark, 1979-1980

on June 4, 1979, Joe Clark was sworn in as prime minister the d
pefore his 40th birthday. Canada’s youngest prime minister woulf;y
have @ short-lived government due to continuing economic probl

and the challenges of running a minority government. Durix:) th:mS
campaign, Clark made promises that he could not keep: for e>g(am le
privatization of government-run oil companies; reduction of persci))na;l
income tax and of the budget deficit. When none of this happened
Clark appeared ineffective and weak-willed. Although he war; a
pilingual Anglophone, Quebec’s support for him was short-lived as
they historically supported the Liberals. As with Diefenbaker's
cabinet, Conservative Party ministers did not trust the senior federal
pureaucrats who were mainly liberals; 16 years out of power made
them suspicious of the civil service.

on December 11, 1979, Conservative Finance Minister John Crosby
delivered the government’s first budget and although he warned that
it contained tough measures, the public was aghast at what was
presemed. The government'’s intention to raise the price of gasoline
by 18 cents per gallon, effective immediately, met with consternation.
Even though this measure still left the Canadian price at 85% of the
world price for crude oil, the public would not stand for it. On
December 13, the Conservative budget was defeated by a vote of 139
to 133 constituting a vote of no-confidence. The nation went to the
polls again, and February 1980 the Liberals won another majority
taking 146 of 281 seats. Canada’s love/hate affair with Pierre Trudeau

was not over yet.

Trudeau’s final term in office ended in 1984 and in some ways this
was his most effective term. Trudeau shifted his gaze again to the
constitution, signed by the Queen in 1982. He met the separatist
threat head-on by not supporting sovereignty associations with
Canada in a referendum. Trudeau characterised Levesque’s vision of
an independent Quebec that retained economic ties as “Divorce with
bed privileges.” The PQ remained in power but would not threaten
separation again until the mid 1990s.
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nited States, 194 the ways the leaders of their respective countries
Canada and the United States shared similar experiences  addressed important domestic issues and the relative
during the post-war period. Both nations emerggd from merit and success of their solutions.
the Second World War with burgeoning economies and 1 Social welfare programs Johnson's Great Society
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8 ot the folowing chart n point fo™ the rights legislation? :
What conclusions can you reach based on ¢ Responsible govemment in Canada and the

United States.

| First A
e speculate on the im : :
| Nations o Seaway project and the Auto Pact in developing

7 economic ties between Canada and the United ;::
: that led to the North American Free Trade Agreemery
of the mid 1980s.

select the US president and Canadian prime minjster
that, in your opinion, had the most effective and
successful domestic policies? To what extent was they
approach similar?

evidence gathered?

Civil rights | Women's
rights
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portance of the St. Lawrence

Leaders
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’ The Quiet Revolution

In the 1960s, Quebec entered a dynamic period of social, economic .
and political change and transformation, known as “La Révolution . Discussion point
tranquille” (the Quiet Revolution). Québécois nationalist views were
promoted by Union Nationale (Union National Party) under Premier
Maurice Duplessis (arguably Canada’s most corrupt politician) in the
1940s and 1950s. During the 1960s, young Québécois, irritated by
the slow pace of change, demanded fundamental change and reform.
These Québécois rejected the conservative Catholic, rural values that
had long defined Quebec and instead they sought modernization and
secularization that resulted in interventionist government policies
that 'expphasized social policies and an increased bureaucracy to
administer new programs. These did not come without a cost,

however, Quebec went from bein:
2 g the least tax i
least debt to the most taxed and the most i & yncwin, e

Terminology

In Quebec the leader of the
provincial government is called |
the prime minister. In the
other nine provinces the
provincial leader is called the
premier. The Legislative
Assembly or Provincial
legislatures are the names
commonly used to describe
the legislative bodies of the
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The Quiet Revoluti i .
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