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$ @ Political developments in the Americas after the second W

odel, in
100,000, was closely modeled on the Cuban examar;llec.oau ﬁltry——-for
Bishop’s words, “of what socialism can do m.a sm 4 prostitution
health, education, employment, and for ending p.OVd Y o e
and disease.” Cuba was true t0 its word and pr9v1de ;ull)p thé Gl
with the construction of an airport at Point Salines 10 elp o
Caribbean nation develop its tourism, much to US conc::jr'r;l taemal
they regarded as a Soviet-Cuban base. These threats and 1 Hep )
divisions within the revolutionary movement saw the end of Bl

regime at the hands of his own movement in October 1983, and the
subsequent US invasion.

Perhaps the most revealing complication of the Cuban model, apd its
international allegiances, however, was revealed in Cuban relations
with Allende’s Chile, from 1970. Castro was a long-time friend and
supporter of Salvador Allende, the newly elected president and

leader of the Chilean Socialist Party, who himself was possibly the

warmest supporter of the Cuban Revolution within Latin America.

Castro’s problem was his newly established allegiance to the Chilean
Communist Party that meant he could no longer show support for

the revolutionary movement of Allende’s. His relationship with
: Allende became strained and his presence on a state Vvisit to Chile
proved unsettling to the country’s bourgeois democracy, contributing
to internal opposition that ultimately led to the September 1973 coup
in which Allende was deposed. As a Soviet-backed state, Cuba

became increasingly isolated and turned its attention to the new
states and allied regimes in Africa.
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}. Populist leaders in Latin America
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Populism, in Latin America, was a response t iti
; o , o the political i “Gi !
and sogal conditions and challenges nations faced l:luring ;nC;OIIOmlC e balcar'ty ang de
gollowmg the Great Depression. It was founded on a charismatic b Do
eade.r w_l'}o created a rgmu-class political alliance that represented doat harfe Veinsod,
the significant economic and social changes which had occurred i
in

S . : President of Ecuador
many Latin America nations because of industrialization and h
growth of a prosperous and educated middle class and s

organizing working class. Historian Robert Dix defines a rapidly
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the working class and/or peasantry, but wlﬁc‘l’lp:;:e: 963
the autonomous organization power of either of

supported by non-working class sectors uphol
quo ideology.

€ mass of
not result from
dinthese sectors, It is
8 an anti-statys
Source: Dix, Robert H. "Populism: Authori
‘ . . ] oritaria Dem
Latin American Research Review, vol 2“0an i e

no2, 1985, p 29,
In some nations populists challenged the long-standi

elites and the Catholic Church for control of the masn
military exerted an ever-increasing influence that o 2
meaningful change and in many cases resulted in r
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e key y element was a charismatic leader who adopted the
The causes of the people, promised immediate rectification
'P"p;las supported by the military (at least initially). Populism was
as ideologically driven as communism, socialism or capitalism,
not should be thought of as a political tactic used to gain and
political power in a multi-class political environment
;dylﬂ on mass support. The successful populist was able to
uallY adjust government priorities and programs to satisfy his
ters, often commanding a coalition government. The appeal
the populists was a new nationalism that promised economic
pendence from foreign control and a better life for the people. It
os:ered a new sense of patnonsm Urban-oriented and thus
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indepen:

.mu'ems industriahzanon and nanonahzatien of resou
works. The programs, initially at least, offerec somer.hing for
- panacea and plaoebo. Higher wages ende
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Populism in Argentina

Juan Perén was an important Argentinean leader for
three decades from 1945-74. His popularity peaked
during his first term as president (1945-91), when he
was married to Eva Peron. Together they captur‘ed the
hearts and minds of the people with their prormise of
better days ahead. Per6n’s rise to power was meteoric
and unexpected. In 1941, he had joined the Gripo de
Oficiales Unidos (the Group of United Officers or GOU)
comprised of military officers from middle class
backgrounds. Ardent nationalists, they believed in
industrialization and modernization and were deeply
distressed by the corrupt nature of Argentina’s political
parties during the 1930s labelled the “Infamous
Decade”. In 1943, they could no longer tolerate the
machinations of President Ramén Castillo and took
control. Perén was appointed to a minor cabinet post as
Minister of Labor. The government was pro-German
and pro-fascist. Perén studied Mussolini’s writings, and
many officers had been trained by the German military.
They had grown to admire the manner in which
Germany transformed itself in the 1930s from a
vanquished and humiliated nation into a proud and Juan and Eva Perén in 1946. The
mighty world power. Like Germany, the GUO took control of the glamorous couple became intemational
unions, censored the media, suppressed opposition and jailed dissidents. celebrities.

As in Germany, the government in Argentina demanded territorial

concessions from its neighbours and threatened to destabilize the

region. Unlike Germany, however, the tactics failed to intimidate the

working classes or neighbouring states.

Perén was gaining power within the GOU. Cunning, capable and
charismatic he used his position as labor minister to win the trust and
support of organized labor by offering pensions and benefits. In short
order he became the Minister of War and then vice president. Rival
officers feared his ambition and disliked the “left-wing” programs he
implemented and had Perén jailed. But his supporters in the labor
movement staged a massive pro-Perén demonstration in the streets
of Buenos Aires that forced his release on October 17, 1945,

An election was set for 1946 and Peron ran for the presidency
extolling the virtues of democracy. Standing on balcony, above
adoring crowds, with his glamorous wife Evita at his side, Perén
spreading the message of Argentina for Argentineans, made the
election seem like a formality. He was unwittingly aided in his bid b
the US Ambassador to Argentina who publically called Perén a .
fascist. Peron captured 54% of the vote.

Perdén’s economic plan

Peron called his vision for Argentina “Justicialismo” iti

that advocated making accommodations betwesgocc;;g:ilzcal dogma.
and political forces (i.e. capitalism, collectivism and comm g.economlc
The objective was to attain social harmony, economic prosmm),

and political stability. Peron’s allegiance to Justicialismo halt)iel?r:z’i

and was shelved continually when challenged by the rea] ol ts
events and practical problems. Per6n’s success relied on tlfr(:ae tac(:ifcs




creating a coalition of the traditional €lites and the
dases, second, extolling patriotism and
sm by attacking internal and extemal forces that
d Argcntina from attaining its try
key industries); and thi:
sodal benefits (health, educa

_Perén was removed. His pn i
\t are contained in a letter wri
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