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country was in a state of anarchy. In September 1975,
Argentine Industrial Union, comprised of the nation’s foremost
business leaders, met with the army commander General Jorge
Rafael to plan a coup. Six months later, the military was back
in power.

The process for national reconstruction

By the time of the takeover, the military had
become accustomed to governing and considered
themselves the guardians of the nation. They
determined that it was their mission to impose
order on an unruly and revolutionary civilian
population, cleanse the society of communism,
populism and collectivism and steer the nation
along the path of order and security. They were
willing to use any means necessary to achieve these
goals. Unlike in Brazil, they did not assume power
gradually, but took over the entire nation from the
start. The new regime was headed by three officers
who held the reins of power until 1981. Generals
Jorge Rafael Videla and Orlando Ramon Agosti and Admiral Emilio
Eduardo Massera all took a turn at the presidency, effectively
running it as a triumvirate.

Shortly after taking power they declared their intentions and
promised a fundamental reorganization of the nation, under a plan
known as EI Proceso de Reorganizacion Nacional (The Process for
National Reconstruction). The Proceso was based on the model
provided by General Pinochet in Chile: the economic guide was
supplied by Milton Friedman, from the Chicago School of
Economics, who favoured supply side capitalist solutions; the military
tactics were based on the measure applied by the French
counterinsurgency in the Algerian civil war. The Proceso had three
goals: reinstate the essential values of the state (as defined by the
military), eliminate subversion, and promote economic development.
A military model was imposed on the courts and civil service, and
democracy was suspended with opposition political parties and
unions outlawed. The constitution was ignored and elected
assemblies were dissolved. Admiral Massera became the regime’s first
president with the self-declared mandate that: “God has decided that
we should have the responsibility of designing the future.~

Economic policy

The first step was to control inflation and reinvigorate the economy;,
The goal was to reintegrate Argentina into the world economy, l'edl;C
state control and end ISI policies and tariffs, The measures Wer’e €
draconian. Real wages were reduced, social welfare benefits were
stopped and foreign investment and loans flooded the econom

Similar to Brazil, the lower classes suffered the most as the sta[::j
living plummeted, unemployment increased ang government ard of
dried up. The importation of cheap foreign goods o (Sjupport
Argentinean industry that had been protected for 50 long b ;

and now found they were unable to compete, The govergm:emettl)ilk

The ruling triumvirate: (left to right)
Massera, Videla and Agosti. These men
orchestrated the 1976 coup and “Dirty
War" They were later tried and convicted
of war crimes.

General Augusto Pinochet ousted

the democratically elected socialist
government of Salvador Allende ina
coup on September 11, 2003, with the
covert support of the CIA. Pinochets
regime was infamous for its brutality and
became the example for the “Dirty War".

Milton Friedman was an influential,
the University of Chicago. In the 19605,
‘argued that it would cause stagflaton
(high inflation and minimal economic
growth). He advocated reduced
of industry.
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Military regimes: an assessment

Brazil and Argentina were two examples of repressive military
regimes that dominated Latin America for two decades during the
1960s and 1970s. These regimes emerged as a direct response to the
success of the Cuban Revolution and Fidel Castro’s threat to €xport
revolution throughout the region. Following the Cuban Revolution,

euphoria swept Latin America among left-wing radicals and
vitable. But the
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