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6 The Cold War and the
Americas, 1945-1981
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This chapter looks at the Americas between 1945-81, a period that,
as stated in the IB Diploma Programme History Guide, “was
dominated by the global conflict of the Cold War.” The Cold War is
often studied as a contest of ideology, diplomatic movements, military
activities, and political actions involving two protagonists, the United
States and the Soviet Union, locked in a contest for dominance across
the Eurasian land mass, focused on Central Europe and far eastern
Asia. From its beginnings, the Cold War policies of the two
'superpowers, especially the United States, had significant and
continuing effects on the countries of the Americas, from Argentina
and Chile in the south, to the islands of the Caribbean, and to Canada
in the north.

While the United States pursued policies designed to solidify the region as

a bulwark against the Soviet Union and communism, some nations of the
region chose to oppose the US, others to dlosely ally themselves with their
large Northern neighbor, while several charted a neutral path. Regardless,
Cold War pressures affected all countries in the Americas, significantly
con 'Bu nse tomtemauonal
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Looking back 20 years after the dismantling of the Soviet Union,
the effectiveness of President Truman’s policy of containment as a
means of combating the influence of Soviet-style communism
appears to be confirmed. The policy of what became known as
containment influenced relations between the United States and
its hemispheric neighbors, dominating attitudes towards Latin
America. The battle against communism was located in not only
the official defense and foreign policy of the United States, but
also in a multifaceted effort to rid the homeland of any influences
of communism, an effort that began with the Red Scares following
the First World War, and peaked with the McCarthyist tactics of
the 1950s. The fight against communism influenced popular
culture, making its way into films, plays, and even television
artoons. The Truman years set the stage for the Cold War abroad

and at home.
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6 @ The Cold War and the Americas, 19451981

When the Second World War came to a close, the leaders and peoples
tributions to the war

of the nations of Latin America believed their con
effort, including subordinating and linking their economies to the !
needs of the United States, had earned the right to greater recognition
and influence in the hemisphere. This was confirmed by the Inter-
American Reciprocal Assistance and Solidarity (or Act of Chapultepec)
agreement of March 1945. They looked forward to a return to. and
enhancement of, Franklin Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor policy. The Act
of Chapultepec guaranteed each nation’s national sovereignty and
diplomatic equality. At the same time, the leaders of the United States
came to focus on Europe and Asia, treating their Latin American
neighbors almost as an afterthought. As the Cold War developed,
the Truman administration and the nations of Latin America met.
diplomatically several times, including at international conferences in
Rio de Janeiro (1947) and Bogotd (1948). At these conferences the
differences in the views of the United States and its southern ;
neighbors, most significantly in terms of the relationship between
‘economic aid and development and hemispheric defense concerns,
became increasingly apparent.
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mamment plan without any choice

R and wi :
reciprocal benefits. without receiving any

whilc Latin Amer.ican nations were
ssistance; lht.? United States continueq 10 press f i

(o hemispheric defense and paid scant attention :)r 2 united approach
issues. The Poll.cy Planning Staff of the State De a:)r L
ihe Latin American perspective, enunciated in apF Ilmem i
Jnonymous fncmo that expressed the need for gr < )ru.ary'1948
rechnical assistance, and an easing of the polici:s arfm o

jmport Bank. But despite awareness of these issu 2 I};le wl
administration approached the spring g

: 3 1948 Pan- ;
conference in Bogota, Colombia, with fliegea

a sole focus on d :
i i efense i
Jeading to the formal formation of The Organization of Americasxiues’

states (OAS) as a regional defense pact similar to NATO. | f

Us diplomats attending the conference were advised to ;va:)'; <
financial commitments. The difference in perspectives was clleai::1 i
the responses to the riots that occurred in Colombia during the p
conference. Sparked by the assassination of Liberal leader Jorge
Eliecer Gaitdn on April 9, violent demonstrations took place across
the country. While most Latin American leaders saw the
demonstrations as confirmation of the desperate state of the
economy, the United States representatives believed that communist
instigators were behind the riots.

clamnring for €conomic

The overwhelming emphasis on hemispheric defense at the expense
of socio-economic advancement and support for democracy within
the region might have changed for the better following Truman’s
inaugural address on January 20, 1949. In what became known as
“Point Four programs” (it was the fourth main point of the speech)
Truman announced scientific technical assistance and monetary aid
to developing nations. Unlike Africa and Asia, however, Latin
America received little benefit from Point Four as the administration
promoted private enterprise reminiscent of long-discarded and
discredited pre-FDR Dollar Diplomacy. Truman's attention was
focused on Europe and the victory of the Mao-led communists in
China. The monolithic Latin American policy prompted a response
from Louis Joseph Halle of the State Department’s Policy Pla.nmng
division, who wrote an anonymous article in the July 1950 issue ?f
Foreign Affairs, the same periodical that publishec.i Qeorg_e Kennax;( sfor
Mr X piece. Halle, writing as Mr Y, took the.admsztratlon' tlo tjvsas i
its lack of economic support for Latin America. But the’aruc et'on
have little effect as events in Asia commanded Truman’s atiention:

On June 25, 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea, res.ulnngh}n
the marginalization of Latin America yet again 10 US. fore;igsrtlafxcect};
while also, paradoxically, intensifying anti-communist ?sm in Asia:
the region. As Truman focused on containing Commumsm enetrate
but the administration feared increase pwis P

d Soviet attem
Latin America, using an emergency meetil

g of the OAS in early 1951
ericas.
10 proclaim communism as a threat to the people of the Am

. illion of
Anew law, the Mutual Security Act of 1951 pm.“d:.ﬁa:?iifggrplus

Military assistance specifically designated for Latin ither as aid or for
Second World War weaponry was made available, €
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Discussion point

1 Why was the Truman
administration unresponsive
to economic concems of
Latin American countries?

2 Towhat edtentwould a
focus by the United States
on economic assistance
have served the purpose of
combating communism?

3 Why was economic
assistance to Westem
European countries
considered vital by the
United States, but not so for
the countries of Latin
America?
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6 » The Cold War and the Americas, 1945-1981

internal security, even as public declarations of support for i
democracy and non-intervention were being issued by the o
Department. In the eyes of Latin America, developments m

¥
!
g jlity and
‘ g purchase. More emphasis was placed on government stability
¥ for
{ showed that the United States was continuing to ignore calls B
[ economic assistance and assumed hemispheric support for US Col
i War policies.
il The last year of the Truman administration saw little change in
policy. Following a legitimate election in 1951 in Bolivia that was
1 annulled by the ruling rightist government, and a subsequent
' revolution in April 1952 to remove the autocracy, the Truman
administration withheld formal recognition of the left-leaning.
Bolivian government of Victor Paz Estenssoro, a government that
‘brought universal suffrage as well as land reform. The threat ot

e

government caused concern in the White House

yéa;r, the National Security Council issuedthem
. In line with the earlier NSC-68, d : '
unism was the focus, but this time in Latin
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olicy of containment, resu
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colossus 10 the north continued to ignore e

1o the detriment of the regi

ame countries to solidly support the United States’
i 3 otdles
combating communism around the world ‘

Mccarthyism and anti-communism

The Red Scare of the late 1
anomaly; serious historian

must view it in the wider context of a pattern of anti-immigrant
: > . e T n
sentiments and fears of subversion that began even before ?he 1917

polshevik Revolution in R

Congress that began in 1947 set the stage for Joseph McCarthy’s

e of the United States toward |

ric relations. In the view of Latip
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Latin Am

§ erica, o toirtee
lted in weak framed within its

and Increasingly contentious
American nations the

: cpnomic and social needs
s, while €xpecting those very
mission of

on’s people

594?5 ar}d early 1950s was not an
Ol anti-communism in the United States

ussia. However, developments in the US

public crusade against communism. TR ;
A woman posing with a box of anti-

communist chewing gum.

1947 marked the intensification of the actions of the House of
Unamerican Activities Committee (HUAC), an organization that was
created in 1938 to counteract potential subversives within the

United States.

HUAC, with California Congressman Richard Nixon taking a

prominent role, began inv
producers, directors, write

soviet propaganda in popular films. Hollywood personalities were
called to testify publicly before the committee and were asked, “Are
you now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?”
Among those compelled to testify were screenwriters Ring Lardner,
Jr. and Dalton Trumbo of the famous Hollywood Ten declared

criminally in contempt of
questions fro

often “took the Sth,” meaning they chose to remai
rights enumerated in the Fift

m members of the committee. Witnesses before HUAC

estigating the film industry. Hollywood
rs, and actors were accused of imbedding

Congress for their defiant responses to

n silent under

h Amendment to the United States Members of the movie industry not only

appeared before HUAC, but prominent

ituti i issible, and not supposed to impl
Constitution. While legally permissible, an PP ply ket hal s

any guilt, under repeated

attorneys the witnesses often seeme
the hearings, but not tried or convic
to cooperate, some because they felt
threat to the United States, naming Ho

communists. Well-known

American Communist Party in th

the Hollywood communit

term wrath of many fellow actors a

remained even when Kaz

achievement in 1999. The hearings
the industry as hundreds of movie
were “blacklisted,” meaning studio

anyone so designated.

HUAC did not limit its investigations \
famous case involved Alger Hiss, a Ml
Department. The controversial prosecu

frorq oIS memb'crs caix;)d Humphrey Bogart (right) demonstrated
d guilty. Many were taintec by against HUAC in Washington, DC, in this
ted of subyersion. Others chose 1947 protest march. Also seen in the
that communism was a real photo is Paul Henreid, who starred
llywood colleagues as as Victor Lazlo in Casablanca (1942).

director Elia Kazan, a member of the
e 1930s, named several members of

y as communists, engendering the long-
nd directors, hard feelings that
d the Oscar for lifetime '
did serve to intimidate many 1n

ployees and contractors
d to hire

questions
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| In 1948, a self-identified
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the 21st centu : '

mgr‘::ﬁaﬁgt{n V:Vohit:kir Chambgs, accused Hiss of providing ’ S.e eing from both :
him with classified government documents during the 193(";' A : sides :
knowing that the destination was Moscow. It was not e s : You are an advisor to ;
to the time between the alleged crime of espionage and the ch?rgems ¢ President Truman. Prepare ty,
to prosecute Hiss, but eventually he was charged with perjury o *  300-400 word statements |
testimony. The case riveted the nation with testimony of micro *  with evidentiary supportto |
hidden inside hollowed-out pumpkins in Chambers’ garden and a + persuade the presidentto: |
typewriter of Hiss’s tested and confirmed to be the origin of several ! 1 Expand the effectiveness of
documents. Republican Congressman Richard Nixon took a special ; Loyalty Boards in findng
interest in the case; his role in pursuing Hiss solidified his credibility - and terminating federal :
as a fierce anti-communist, making him a national political figure, - employees who show
but also led many people, especially Democrats, to regard Nixon as, & signs of allegiance orless
unprincipled. The conviction of Hiss damaged the Democratic than absolute oppositionty

ishme any, including lllinois governor and future . communism. ;

-ntial candidate dlai Stevenson and Secretary of State Dean : 2 Terminate the program as -
heson, made forceful public statements in Hiss’s defense. In fear of ¢ there is no threat fiom g

r : ron communism or dupes, Democrats learned to : communists in the

i & govemment and the 4

: P4 process weakens the ¢

s govemment by creatingan |

3 atmosphere of fear ¢

2 i b
P 5 U
M u«m |
%et e 7
*mf-m,}v



6 o Containment under President Truma?

'..0......‘!"-.....-.nl.IQC.ID!.IIl-.ll..‘.I.l-...'.'................‘...
source analysis

following documents concern the perceived threat to the Ur
Z?ewmmumst o e United States
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The reason why we find ourselves in a posi
powerful potential enemy has sent men (0 invade
the traitorous actions of those who have been trea

been the less fortunate, or members of minority groups v ealthiest Nation
this Nation, but rather those who have had all the .bencfxts that the w
on earth has had to offer ... the finest homes, the finest €0

jobs in government we can give.

Source: Speech of Joseph McCarthy, Wheeling, West Virginia. February

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6456.

tion of impotency is
our shores ...
ted so well by t

not because our only
but rather because of
his Nation. It has not
who have been traitorous to

llege education and the finest

9, 1950. History Matters.

Source D

Questions
1

What does source D reveal about the extent of media
attention paid to the govemment efforts to combat the
threat of communism?

Compare and contrast sources A and C regarding the
activities of international communism.

With regard to its origin and purpose, how does source
B assist historians’ understanding of the US
govemment's concems about communist infiltration in
the federal govemment?

Analyze the use of language in sources B and C to
determine the appeal to emotion and reason.

(TOK link).

Using the documents and your own knowledge assess
the level, legitimacy, and approaches of the United

Actor Gary Cooper is shown on the witness stand at the e
House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) hearings,  States political leadership to the influence of

.

Washington, DC, October 24, 1947.

‘-.o'..cn-.c'.!l.h..nlcn--"luutoouqlluioootitnoonuvolicc-.. -
. -

The active and public pursuit of disloyal citizens increased the fever of
the Red Scare. In 1950, it led to the passage of the McCurran Internal
Security Act, which became law over the veto of the president.

The Act, among other provisions, required the registration of all
communist groups with the federal government and determined

that their internal documents were not private. The act furthered the
intimidation of those who had been involved in legal, but unpopular,
political activities. A top-secret program that deciphered Soviet '
communications, VENONA, provided information that revealed spies
within the Manhattan Project. While the source of the information
remained secret until 1995, British scientist Karl Fuchs was exposed
as having given atomic secrets to the USSR, The uncovering of 'Fuchs
began a trail that eventually led to Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, who
were accused of being spies by Ethel’s brother, David Greenglass
Greenglass had been exposed as a spy by Harry Gold, who was '
revealed by Fuchs. Greenglass confessed, turning in his wife Ruth
as well. In exchange for a sentence reduction and his wile’s ;reed :
Greenlass provided testimony to investigators and prosecutors th::tm
played a major part in the conviction of the Rosenbergs,

communism during the Truman administration.

V-



bergs insisted they were innoceny of turning
e 1 to the Soviets, but in 1953 became the only Us gvt;fe:suze::
atf"”d joc splonage Siuing the Cold iy Decades later, in 1996,

Greenglass revealed that he had lied aboyy his sis i
p.ridm his wife, but continued 1o insist thag Julh::;Em o
order soviet spy, a belief, while disputed, that was

a 2 corroborated b s o
was records and other testimonies. The revelation that aths Eay )
nd US citizens had freely given atomic secrets 1o Stalin’s Sovint ks

served to further intensify fears of communist infiltration. i ol
yUniont y, the victory of Mao Zedong’s communists over gzil;ng 4
. chek’s nationalists in China in 1949 seemed to project a rising
d" sh ing communist tide. To the citizens of the United States,
d’.kwyemafteranAllicdvictorythatwas.tothem,atﬁ\nnph ;
of democTacy and freedom over totalitarianism, the “loss of China”
cerbated fears of communism.

senator Joseph McCarthy

py New Year's day, 1950, the federal government's pursuit of

domestic communists was well under way. Liberal organizations,

induding the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and the .

w Association for the Advancement of Colored People +

mks;Amondzlater.onPchmaw&inWheehn%mém
“Wisconsin Senator Joe McCarthy announced L mand

L




6 @ The Cold War and the Americas, 1945-1981

weeks after his initial speech, McCarthy began using his Fommmee {
to investigate many areas of the federal government. Assisted b}/ A
David Schine and Roy Cohn, who even traveled to overseas offices .
to investigate, and with information provided by FBI direcFOF Harbeit

Hoover, McCarthy used the Senate Permanent Sub-committee 0“.

Investigations to publicly intimidate and often destroy the reputation -
of government officials. In committee hearings, McCarthy coulq not .
be pinned to any specific accusation; when asked to produce a list he .
claimed secrecy, when challenged on a specific charge he altered his
language so that his accusations were moving targets. When

challenged to produce one name, in March 1950, McCarthy named :
Owen Lattimore, a college professor of Asian Studies, who McCarthy :
stated was a “top Russian agent.” Lattimore was not a public figure, .

and the charges were not supported by solid evidence. Lattimore’s
closest tie to communism seemed to be a lack of criticism of either

the Soviet or Chinese leadership. Lattimore was to be the last person tl
McCarthy accused by name. The failure of the example of Lattimore fc
did not appear to affect McCarthy, who tied the names of Illinois N
governor Adlai Stevenson (Democrat nominee for president in 1952 i

and 1956), and Secretary of State Dean Acheson to communists, and
further accused George C. Marshall of losing China. In Senator
McCarthy’s words the entire Democratic Party was responsible for
“20 years of treason,” and the Truman administration had through its
own weaknesses encouraged communist subversion.

North Korea’s invasion of South Korea in June 1950 further justified
McCarthy’s claims and added to the fear of communist encirclement.
When the Communist Chinese army assisted North Korean forces
that winter and overran US troops, the threat from Bejing and
Moscow appeared even greater, coinciding as they did with relentless
charges from McCarthy.

re AN A DD SO

President Truman responded to McCarthy, stating that the
accusations were untrue, and that McCarthy and his followers were
the “greatest asset the Kremlin had.” Truman, however, was not
running for reelection. In 1952, several incumbent Democratic
Senators who had vigorously stood up to challenge
McCarthy’s charges were defeated at the polls. Few
newspapers openly opposed him and most reports
accurately detailed his speeches, but few attempted
further investigation; McCarthy wisely maintained
good relationships with individual reporters. As
Haynes Johnson wrote in The Age of Anxiety: From
McCarthyism to Terrorism, a number of periodicals
and several reporters including MaryMcGrory, 1. E.
Stone, Drew Pearson, Edward R. Murrow and
cartoonist Herblock repeatedly tried “admirably to
hold him accountable for his falsehoods.” But that
was a small minority of the press. To Johnson, the
press’s failure to hold McCanhy accountable was a
major contributor to the damage and longevity of

Lo e A A

McCarthyism. m’ml’h McCanhy testifies against the US army d“':f
In 1954, McCarthy’s downfall came as quickly as \my-McCarthy hearings, Washington, DC, June 9, 19"

his rise. Provoked by accusations from the army, cCarthy stands before & map which charts comrmunit

\
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The same event can take on different meanings wh
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tesnnee

.....

od through diffe i 3
ydemt ; rent media. How do historians Form a group of two or four students, then perform

{ decide the “truth” of any specific historical moment?
* you decide. This activity involves understanding i

the dialogue out loud. For an extra interpretation,
record the reading, then listen to it. Wite down your

: Army—-McCarthy Hearings and involves five steps: impressions.

! ¢ o to the link (American Rhetoric: McCarthy ; 4 Watch the 12 minute video on the American Rhetoric

: gxchange): hitp// americanrhetoric_corn/s;:ée\i\;\e(_l(‘,;i/1 website, Write down your impressions as you listen.

: wekh—mccardwy.l.'\tml. 5 Compare and contrast the impressions created by the
2 Read the transcrpt and look at the photos. Write down different records of the event. Decide which method

. your impressions.

T LR L R R AR ° T EREEY

that McCarthy’s aide Roy Cohn attempte : :

for fellow assistant David Schine, whopw:s‘c(i)r(;})t:ea;;:?: ftllaé ;rrer:;mem
McCarthy issued the C,Ol_lmer.d.large that the accusations were in'
response 10 McCarthy's inquiries into the loyalty of certain members
of 11'1e US army. This resulted in the Army-McCarthy hearings from
April 22 to June 17, 1954. Although McCarthy was exonerated of
assisting Schine (he was found to have no foreknowledge of the
actions of Cohn), the nationally televised hearings, revealed an
sbusive, rude, and evasive Joseph McCarthy to the nation. It was the
beginning of a quick end to Joseph McCarthy. Nearing the close of
the hearings, Senator Stuart Symington of Missouri told the
Wisconsin senator, “The American people have had a look at you for
six weeks. You are not fooling anyone.” In September, a Senate
committee charged with investigating McCarthy’s conduct concluded
that he was not only “vulgar,” but that his behavior as chairman of
the Senate Permanent Sub-committee on Investigations was
“reprehensible” and inexcusable. In December, the full Senate voted
67 to 22 to condemn him for abuse of power. McCarthyism lost its
star protagonist. After the Senate action, McCarthy’s drinking
increased and health problems from heavy alcohol consumption
eventually developed into acute hepatitis. McCarthy died on May 2,
1957. While the boorish, shrill, and shifting tactics of McCarthyism
faded when its demagogue was exposed, the government’s hunt for

subversives continued into the 1960s.

McCarthyism and anti-communism:

an assessment
he United States supported

There are man hy people in t
y reasons why P ' : ;
the hunt for subversives and McCarthyism. First postwar event

illustrated the strength and aggression (;(f t(;le f}?;’i:;;fg;‘i’;g";‘fm
salami tactics i Berlin blockade: ( _
mi tactics in Poland, the e o munist victory in vhe

atomic and later thermonuclear S

Chinese civil war and support for North Koreas invasion (:: csr(é;tgy
Korea. Internal developments such as the theft of atomic i
Klaus Fuchs and the exposur€ of Julius Rosenberg als}c: 1[>rP et
reason for fears of subversion- Additionally; the fact tha
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provides the most accurate understanding.

Discussion point

What is the long-term legacy
of McCarthyism and anti-
communism on the politics
and policies of the two main
political parties in the United
States?
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Truman and Congressman Nixon both used the levers of e tian
government to attack communism at home, provided a biparti
affirmation. Politically, McCarthyism proved valuable to
Republicans attempting to become the majority party alfer twe
decades of Democrat control of the White House. Top Bep“bhcan
officials, including Senator Robert Taft and President Eisenhower, :
maintained public silence about Joseph McCarthy when he attacke
Democrats. Democrats, for their part, were often timid in
opposition. Lastly, fears of communism dated back to the se.cond
decade of the century and fears of subversion to the beginning of
the nation, as demonstrated by Benedict Arnold’s defection to the
British during the War of Independence. Lastly, there was the :
demagogue McCarthy himself. None of these factors alone explain
the frenetic nature of the McCarthy era. Even when taken as a
whole, the relative effects of circumstances and personalities remain
difficult to quantify.

%

Entertainers, McCarthyism and communism

Many people within the entertainment industry were targeted by HUAC as
an industry infiltrated by communists. Below are statements from four
‘prominent representatives, Pete Seeger, Lillian Hellman, Arthur Miller, and
John Wayne. HUAC, along with many citizens of the United States,
considered the possible infusion of artistic expression with communist ideas
to be a significant threat to the "American way of life '
Source A

S

stimony of folk singer and song writer Pete S

4syemcecsssessesensvsenensne
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source B

llowing is a letter from the writer Lillian Hel| :
rF:asonS for not testlfylng man to HUAC stating her

D ™

willing, now or in e future 0
My past association with them, were completely
! that was disloyal or subversive. I do not like

Source C

Following is an extract from an article published by Arthur Miller in
The New Yorker
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6 @ The Cold War and the Americas, 1945-1981
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Communists 1o
thing, and anarchy and treason are quite another, that allOWfs :::, n‘z:s, filling them with
serve as teachers to pervert the natural loyaltes o ldea;s :ll our heroes of the past?”
fear and doubt and hate and down-grading patriotism an

Playboy: You blame all this on liberals?

: Well, the li to be quite willing to hav ‘

iv:as{hn:ol‘.h',;l:le tg:&miefglized tt?at they couldn’t start a workers rscv:::lcﬁggni:;n[il;:
United States, since the workers were too affluent and too progressive. : the kids. And
decided on the next-best thing, and that’s to start on the schoolf, start ":1 e Righ
they’ve managed to do it. They’re already in colleges; now they're gcn;) gof
schools. I wouldn’t mind if they taught my children the basic pl}ﬂosop Y ehody like
communism, in theory and how it works in actuality. But I don/t, want som
‘Angela Davis inculcating an enemy doctrine in my kids’ minds.

Source: Warren Lewis, Richard. “Playboy Interview: John Wayne! Playboy Magazine. May 1, 1971. http:
www.playboy.co.uk/print/print-article/item64826/.
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e Communists teach their kids
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Questions
1 For what reasons and in what ways are artists qualified
to comment on political and sodial issues?

limitations of Miller and Wayne's statements for
historians US public opinion on fears of communism
and responses to it during the Cold War?

2 Compare and contrast the approaches taken by _ : '
sources A and B to HUAC requests for testimony. 4 Actor John Wayne's interview (source D) took placg in
Which message is more effective? Why? 1971. In what ways do the sentiments expressed in the

3 Sources C and D express deep-felt concem over interview reflect the policies of the Nixon administration

destructive elements to the United States. Referring to toward communism?

both their origin and purpose, what are the values and

9P 000000000 NREPINIIIICTIIRNOIBRIRLIOIURSIRRBRIRIRIRERAECTCRARBSBTSRSSS
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Social and cultural effects of McCarthyism
and the Cold War

The Cold War and anti-communist hysteria of the late 1940s and
1950s created a society in which, according to historian Howard
Zinn, “The whole culture was permeated with anti-Communism.”
Still, much of the life in the postwar United States centered around
suburbia, the quest for material goods, family, and entertainment
of every kind. To assume that North Americans thought about the
Cold War constantly is to exaggerate its influence, but to a
significant extent it did steer many of the cultural elements of the
period. Film, television, education, music, literature, theater, and
the role of religion both influenced and reflected the anti-
communist mood.

The film industry was affected significantly by the blacklisting of
writers and actors. Fame and popularity did not deter the HUAC or
the State Department: even film great Charlie Chaplin, a British
citizen who had worked in the United States for four decades, was
refused reentry into the United States for his alleged sexual
immorality and sympathy toward the Popular Front, even thoy o
he had never been a member of any communist or associated

! ~organization. Many writers could no longer work, or had a front
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resent scripts. Producers were ¢ 6 © Containment under President Truman

motely endorsed communism
qodal order. Fllms. such as The Grapes of wr
ncples anddmalm C(;lmpon(‘nts of Cabital
jted States uring the 1950s. Vict
;JJZMCS (1980), observes that Sodal-t}?;rl::gé}?ﬁ’ author of Naming
in the 19305 and early 19405 almost complete : :11.1‘“ were common
initial cold War perqu and were replaced by e?lhlsappeared in the
emenainmem or anti-communist themes, Evi] er Dure.
amagonists of more than 40 Hollywood films COmmgnlsts were the
one Hollywood studio, during the late 19405 ;"“g"ucnons of all but
McCarthy in 1954. Titles included 1 Married.a é’ the fal} of Joseph
aa,mmunistfor the FBI (1951), Invasion, U.S.A (ol'g’snumst (1949), I was
My Son John (1952), and Big Jim McLain (19~52-) 4 ?-g), and the films
a2 communist son and a mother who exposed l;imy B‘{n Jf)hn featpred i
starred John Wayne and James Arness, both i MCLau?
: , well-known actors
westerns. In the film, federal agent Jim McLai i
7 J 3 in (John Wayne) hunts
down murdering communists and finds romance in Hawaii. The
opening scene shows disgust and anger by McLain and his ﬁot-
headed partner Mal Baxter as alleged communists refusing to testif
are released without punishment. Revealingly, John Wayne .
expresseld particular disdain for the western, High Noon (1952.) The
film, scripted by soon-to-be-blacklisted Carl Foreman, features a
reluctant sheriff, played by Gary Cooper, who is forced to stand alone
against bandits because of the cowardice of the townspeople. Wayne,
who in a Playboy Magazine interview decades later called the movie
“the most un-American thing I've ever seen,” interpreted High Noon
as criticism of HUAC’s methods and those who cooperated. Films
defending the free speech of defenders of leftist political views were
few. Instead, Elia Kazan'’s On the Waterfront (1954), a story about mob
informers, allegorically defended Kazan's naming names in his HUAC
testimony. Taking the opposite point of view, Arthur Miller wrote the
play, The Crucible (1953) as a Broadway theater production (the
Theater was not attacked by HUAC the way Hollywood was and
remained mostly free of blacklisting). The Crucible addressed the mass
hysteria of the Salem Witch Trials in the 1690s to examine and
criticize the anti-communist witch hunts in which people were
attacked and their lives ruined for being acquainted with a suspected
communist, or refusing to name people. Films depicting the dax;zgers
of nuclear war were also popular, and included The Day the Eart,

Stood Still (1951).

Although movies attracted significant attention from govel.rnmetm
officials, by the end of the 1950s it was 1o longer theo domma}rll
entertainment medium. Movie-goers declined by 50% over the x4
decade. Television was on the rise. The penetration of televxs;i);dgs 3
. houscholdsin 195010 0%t UslltluOl:Z; alds By
1960. According to Stephen J. whitfield, author of. Cu frradiO

War (1996), television also coincided with the dechm;l 0 Lz gy
listenership and magazine readership. As a trustworthy ey
the public rated television equal t© newspapers. Entering

i ice, i of
ata faster pace than any previous technological dewtc:r, its rate
adoption was only surpassed by the personal computex: @

fzth that challenged the
1S were not made in the

- b ‘



6 @ The Cold War and the Americas, 1945-1981

In the 1950s television programming was dominated by comedies,

variety shows, theater and dramas, and, as the decade wore Ofl.

westerns and game shows. For the 1958-59 season, eight of the top

ten most popular shows were westerns. That same year a car o

Rocky and Friends, featuring a heroic flying squirrel and his skl

a moose, battled villains named Boris Badenov and Natasha ]?ata"l'&

Game shows such as “The Price is Right” and “$64,000 Question
entertained audiences while promoting consumerism, the pursuit of
wealth, and, sometimes, displays of intellectual prowess to reinIOICf

the advantages of both capitalism and a US education over the Soviet
system. The Cold War’s influence was not absent from the small

screen, but its day-to-day appearance was often subtle. Dissent was

not tolerated in the new, popular medium. Edward R. Murrow,

famed for his 1954 denunciation of McCarthy, commented that
“Television in the main is being used to distract, delude, amuse and
insulate us.” Whitfield argues that the primary motivation for
avoiding controversial conte M '
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yirginia BOar(;i f;f Education vs, Barnette), mog; ubli ontainment under President Truman
conducted a daily flag salute, with Pressure to p:rtv ¢ schools
dassmates and school staff commonplace icipate from felloyw

with the threat of Soviet “godless Communism”
cffort by some religious groups to emphasize ?}: ca
in the lives of US citizens. In 1954, the Cathol; ei
gnights of Columbus, lobbied to modify the P;C )
indude the words “under God.” The Us Congree(sj

and with President Eisenhower’s sj et P]S gassgd a law,
gOvemment-n.1andated acknowledgement of a Sue ge mclu‘ded a
protection against the menace of communism, preme being as

me an increased
Mmportance of God
Tganization, the

ge of Allegiance to

Affer the Suc'C.CSSful' Octot?er 1957 !aunch and orbit of Sputnik, the
faith of US citizens in their system’s technological Sedod

the Soviet Union was shattered. If the Soviets could f;:orl:ty i
satellite, why not a missile directed at Washington DC?n(C)n .
response was the National Defense Education Act '(NDEA) :f 1958
In addition to loans for college education, the NDEA provided $306
million over four years for science, mathematics and foreign
language education in public schools from elementary to high school
to enable a the younger generation to defeat Soviet technological
prowess. NDEA was the first comprehensive federal education law
and presented a challenge to the tradition of state and local control
of schools. The irony of one federal law official decreeing a supreme
being and a second federal law promoting advanced creative and
independent thinking, both to defeat Communism, illustrates the
importance to the majority of elected officials and opinion leaders
of the battle against communism.

The federal government did not just concern itself with educating
children, but also in educating the general public of the dangers of
the Atomic Age. In 1951, the Federal Civil Defense Administration
(FCDA) was created. Its mission was to assure Americans that steps
could be taken to survive nuclear war. The agency contracted with
private film makers to create a series of instructional movies. Many
of these are featured and satirized in Atomic Cafe, a 1982
documentary collection of 1940s and 1950s Cold War government-
produced or contracted instructional films. The most famous of the

films was “Duck and Cover,” featuring a turtle nameq Bert.
the nine-minute film

Produced specifically for school children, i
taught studI:;lts acrc},ss the United States to fall to their l‘mees under
their desks and to lower their heads while covering t}_xelr necks;
whenever the teacher shouted “drop.” Part of the logic for the “drop
drills” was to make students feel that in the eve-n.t of nuclear ¥var
they were not helpless. Survivability was a sigplﬁcant theme no;ear
many other FCDA films for all age groups. designed to conve

into a sense of calm.

Popular music of the Fifties seems to be mostly about mma(;::c:'songs
fa}l@ flawed or all-consuming, but many l:ici’p a:;:f‘;&fg’:ley' et
d"le related to the Cold War or nuclear disaster. 4 the Clock” and

the first Rock ‘n Roll artists, famous for' “Rock Verout::l (and only One
“See You Later Alligator,” recorded “Thirteen om
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7 in 1954.
Man in Town)” as the “b” side of “Rock Around the Clock” in

The lyrics begin:

Last night I was dreaming,

Dreamed about the H-Bomb.

Well the bomb it went off and I was caught

I was the only man on the ground.

There was thirteen women and only one man in town

Haley proceeds to sing his multiple romances and the domesticcl wir
benefits of being a man surrounded by women; all due to a nuclear -
war. The song was later recorded by Dinah Shore as “Thirteen Men.

Sex symbol/actress Ann-Margret also recorded “Thirteen Men.” AT z%
ob Dylan released “Talkin’ WorldWarlBluesv" V\Vhlﬁ'h KANCH: S e AT v
a contrasting view of nuclear war: i Tt ADNR AR Y .

L5 LM P AN SOl Setaa i
I afodest B bR s s =
I35 J' -—3’/', m‘.l_ v

b e ““IJ\L R nm
zuz«ryﬂ“



tical of US §0cietY and (jlllture Was not subject 6 © The Korean War, 1950-53

sraints as fllm_s or tel'cvnslon, leaving avenues 0;) t‘he same

2 time when increasing numbers of people w dissent open, but
ere

in : e } !
. formation from television programs and SpOnsors'ge:mg their

advertisement

s,

i s
social criticism in book form had limited audience =
reach,

e culture and society of the late 1940s
aﬁected by the Cold .War. Society reflectegr;ddlezi’ir(e)sfwas ;
and fear of mmmumsm_and nuclear war. The arts ‘_)T “?110“‘?1 unity
elevision, .were constrained by the political mood ;ﬂzieaal]}/ film and
manipulative govgrnmemal pressure of the period ; outright or
with some exceptions, played to popular themes a;ldogmar culture,
challenge the prevailing conventional wisdom; chall id not
esablishment were commonly viewed as un- o :;fes to the

greatly

The Korean War, 1950-53

s 98 ® 0 ® 00 0 00 00
...."""OOooooouoonoooo-oono

On _.Iune 25, 1950, 109,000 North Korean soldiers equipped with cﬂvm s, hskilvdadea
soviet battle tanks, artillery and fighter planes crossed the 38th AT %
parallel and invaded South Korea, announcing a new phase in the : Limited warfare

Cold War: one that would be repeated in Vietnam, Afghanistan and Research further definitions of

2 dozen other locations. The North Korean objective was to reunite “imited warfare!” Which conflicts
Korea under the communist government of Kim Il-Sung. They in the Cold War period conform
planned for a two month war. The United Nations declared the to this definition? What kind of
invasion illegal and authorized the United States to take command precedent was set by the

of a UN force and restore the borders. Fifteen UN nations committed Korean War?

their military and the Korean War became the first real test of the
United Nation’s concept of collective security. Intended to be a
“limited war,” it would drag on for three years, ravaging the
Korean peninsula: the Chinese intervened, the United States
contemplated using nuclear weapons and millions of Korean civilians
became casualties and refugees. The war would end where it started,
with no changes to the borders and the lessons learned would dictate
US foreign policy and that of other nations in the Americas until the

Cold War ended in 1989.
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Background to the Korean War

The Korean peninsula borders China to the north and is 1:e1atively
dlose to Japan to the south-€ast. The Japanese had occupied Korea
since 1910. At the end of the second World War, aft§r Japan had
surrended in August 1945, the Soviet Union and United States

divided llel with the Soviets occupying the
Korea at the 38th para it of the country. The

North and the United States the southe nt
respecti ; d nine million and 21 million. The :
pective populations numbere o 1947, with n0 i

occupatio to be temporary
Ipation was assumed oded thepa ‘istration of South Korea

sight, the United States han , g
e e S e sovila stageed TR G e
should withdraw and let the Koreans sort it out but the ng]in:' el
fejected this solution, concerned about the build-up 25 ! ; 1947,
* the North, which the South could not mateh OB AVBIEL Sy
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