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On _.Iune 25, 1950, 109,000 North Korean soldiers equipped with cﬂvm s, hskilvdadea
soviet battle tanks, artillery and fighter planes crossed the 38th AT %
parallel and invaded South Korea, announcing a new phase in the : Limited warfare

Cold War: one that would be repeated in Vietnam, Afghanistan and Research further definitions of

2 dozen other locations. The North Korean objective was to reunite “imited warfare!” Which conflicts
Korea under the communist government of Kim Il-Sung. They in the Cold War period conform
planned for a two month war. The United Nations declared the to this definition? What kind of
invasion illegal and authorized the United States to take command precedent was set by the

of a UN force and restore the borders. Fifteen UN nations committed Korean War?

their military and the Korean War became the first real test of the
United Nation’s concept of collective security. Intended to be a
“limited war,” it would drag on for three years, ravaging the
Korean peninsula: the Chinese intervened, the United States
contemplated using nuclear weapons and millions of Korean civilians
became casualties and refugees. The war would end where it started,
with no changes to the borders and the lessons learned would dictate
US foreign policy and that of other nations in the Americas until the

Cold War ended in 1989.
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Background to the Korean War

The Korean peninsula borders China to the north and is 1:e1atively
dlose to Japan to the south-€ast. The Japanese had occupied Korea
since 1910. At the end of the second World War, aft§r Japan had
surrended in August 1945, the Soviet Union and United States
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the UN created the United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea
(UNTCOK) to oversee withdrawal of occupation forces and to
supervise elections that would reunify Korea. The North Koreans
denied UNTCOK entry. On May 10, 1948, the UN supervised elections
in the South and Syngman Rhee was elected president. In the North,
the reins of power where firmly held by Soviet-backed leader Kim ||
Sung, who refused to hold elections. Korea thus seemed destined to
permanent division.
After the elections were held and power consolidated both the
Soviet and US forces withdrew from the peninsula. While the
Soviets equipped the North Korean army with heavy artillery, tanks
and armoured veh.tcles, the US feared South Korean agression and
left them w1th limited military resources. Both sides claimed they
were Km'ea s legmmate government and North Korean armed
cursions into the South became common. UNTCOK warned of a
) possmle civil war.
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15 UN nations offered to help.

military developments

stage 1: Invasion and Inchon

Four days after the invasion started, the North captured Seoul,
south’s Korea’s capital. The South’s army had been routed and was
in headlong retreat to Pusan in the southeast corner of the peninsula.
US units arrived from Japan but were too few and too lightly armed
1o make much difference and were brushed aside with heavy losses.
The roads were clogged with refugees making reinforcement all but
impossible. US air power however, was able to slow the North
Korean advance and by late August the invasion had run out steam
and, as more US ground forces arrived, the front stabilized around
the port of Pusan called the Pusan Perimeter.

On September 15, in a bold and
dedsive manoeuver, General
MacArthur landed two divisions
(about 25,000 men) at Inchon on
the west coast and moved inland.
At the same time, the allied forces
broke out of the Pusan Perimeter.
Faced with being cut off and
surrounded the North Korean
army fled retracing their July
victory march, this time in retreat.
MacArthur’s forces quickly
recaptured Seoul and crossed the
38th parallel.

Stage 2: Chinese
Intervention
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November, the North Korean army was all but finished. In late
November, as US and South Korean forces neared the Yalu River (the
border between China and Korea), MacArthur received warnings that
the Chinese were coming. He scoffed, believing the Chinese would
never dare to fight the US army, and if they did come he would use
the opportunity to teach them a lesson. When he and the president
had met in October he told the president that the Chinese threat was
overblown and did not pose a serious threat. Truman supported his
General MacA.rthur downplayed a coup]e of brushes with Chinese
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ghe war had lasted three years and 2 days. The
casualties ot it ‘f"fl?‘d@d Koreans on both sides of
the border, with civilian losses were estimated at 2
{0 2.5 million. North and South Korea, respectivel
Jost 215,000 and 137,00 soldiers. Chinese casualt 5
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officially, the Chinese report about half a million .
casualties but US sources contend it was over a
miltion. The United States came next with 36,000
pattlefield deaths and the other UN forces lost' 3,600
soldiers. The limited war had proved costly totallin
over three million lives on all sides. 8

truman was heavily criticized for his handling of the
war, particularly his firing of MacArthur and

inability to negotiate an end to the fighting. With his
popularity at an all time low, he decided not to run

for a second term. Dwight D. Eisenhower came home from his NATO
command, accepted the Republican nomination and defeated Adlai
stevenson with the slogan “I will go to Korea.” Ike fulfilled this
objective, when in 1953 he went to Korea and shortly after signed a
negotiated settlement. The war ended without a clear victory but with
asense of relief. In the eyes of the United States it was a nasty little
war, in a faraway place that cost the lives of too many US soldiers.

canada and Colombia in the Korean War

Canadian prime minister Louis St. Laurent cautiously brought
Canada into the war. He and his cabinet were determined to support
the UN and initially offered a token force of three light cruisers and
an air- force transport squadron but no ground forces. Following the
Chinese intervention, and pressured by the defense minister and
Secretary of State, the prime minister authorized the recruitment of
a special volunteer force comprising an infantry brigade, tanks and
artillery. He decided against using existing standby forces, fearing a
da eventually sent 27,000 soldiers,
argest UN contingent after the
500 Canadians were killed

Soviet move into Europe. Cana
sailors and aircrew to Korea, the third 1
United States and United Kingdom. Over
and 1,500 wounded.

Colombia also sent roughly 6,200
participated in the Battle of Pork C .
war, from March to July 1953. A regimen
the US forces and suffered heavy
were killed or wounded. Colombia a
participant in the war; in a sign of hemispheri
was dispatched and the last Colombian
Peninsula until 1955.
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US public attitudes
toward Korea

Research the attitudes of US
citizens to the war in Korea and
the outcome of the conflict.

What were the public
perceptions of the war, and
the region at stake?
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of the West in the Cold War was won in the
Korea.” US historian John Gaddis offers a
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