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The plan relied on stealth, a bit of luck and the support of the Cub
population. _The exiles had been planning the invasion for over a W
year, and it is estimated that the US government spent close to

$5 million on the project. However, intelligence gathered by the CIA
revealed that, despite the propaganda leveled against the Castro

g anedy was ambivalent about the ¢
eated by Eisenhower and Dulles, A
would launch an amphibious invasj
yprising on the island as it was assy
castro’s rule. With US air support, t
head, and a government-in-arms
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assist it in stabilizing the country

e Kennedy's inaugural :
address, January 20, 1961,
at http://www.yale.edu/
lawweb/avalon/presiden/
inaug/kennedy.htm.

e Kennedy's Alliance for
Progress speech, March
13, 1961, at http://www.
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regime: most Cubans would not support an armed insurrection. hmt;c:/l%l e

The exiles were largely hated enemies of the Cubans who remained 7 ' ¢
and it was foolhardy to expect them to support the return of those cessesvsssssssssnsense
who had exploited the previous system.

Kennedy himself was unsure as to how to proceed. He promised to

be hard on communism and to support the exiles yet the plan was “[1]f the nations of this

not sound A State Department memo argued for the .cancellauon of hemisphere should fail to meet
thg invasion on l§gal grounds stating t'hat.such an action would their commitments against outside
violate US commitments to the Organization of American States and communist penetration—then I
the obligations incurred by signing the Act of Bogotd. Congressmen want it clearly understood that
further argued that this was an immoral action that exaggerated. this government will not hesitate
Castro’s threat to the region and was an invitation for Soviet actions. in meeting its primary obligations
Ata press conference on April 12, 1961, Kennedy said, “I want to say which are to the security of
that there will not be, under any conditions, an mter"e’}ﬁ‘m in Cuba our nation.”

by the United States Armed Forces. This government will d.o. A President Kennedy, April 20, 1961
everything it possibly can ... I think it can meet 1ts responsxlbﬂmf:s, to

make sure that there are no Americans involved in any actions inside

Cuba .., The basic issue in Cuba is not one between the United States

and Cuba. It is between the Cubans themselves- US assistance to Latin America under
D pite Jates on the morality and legality of US support the Alliance for Progress
m“ﬂ;te:aigf ?tutl:)glecb;?::me invasion was a disaster; at the last
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6 * The Cold War and the Americas, 1945-1981

the Soviets in the defense of Cuba. This, in
turn, led to the Cuban Missile Crisis.

In the summer of 1962, US intelligence
began to report heavy Soviet activity in
and around the island of Cuba. Agents in
Cuba dispatched reports of Soviet trucks
hauling machinery into the countryside
and U2 spy planes photographed images
of cruise-missile launch sites. On the
strength of these reports, the US stepped
up surveillance and Kennedy warned both
the Cubans and the Soviets in speeches
that the US would defend itself and its
neighbors from hostile attacks.

On October 16, 1962, President Kennedy
was informed that a U2 spy plane had
taken photos of medium range ballistic
missile sites in Cuba. On October 22,
Kennedy gave a televised address to the
American public informing them of the installations and announced
that a quarantine was placed on Cuba and that any violation of the
quarantine would be seen as a hostile action that would force the
United States to retaliate; on the following day the OAS approved the
quarantine. This asserted the policy of brinkmanship in an instant,
and the ideas of massive retaliation and mutual assured destruction
became potential realities. At the same time, the Soviets dispatched
a ship heading to Cuba; the US would consider this an act of war.
Subsequent negotiations and compromises, however, resulted in
Khrushchev ordering the ship to turn around, and the Crisis was
averted. The Soviets agreed to dismantle and remove the weapons
under UN supervision. For his part, Kennedy promised that the US
would not try another invasion on Cuba; it was also secretly agreed
to dismantle and remove nuclear weapons it had in Turkey.

The implications for the Cold War were immense as many citizens
were confronted with the possibility of nuclear war. And while
Castro was left out of most of the decision-making process, his
regime remained unharmed and able to develop. In the future, Cuba
would become a center for revolutionary and guerrilla activity in the
region and around the globe. This did not end US activities in Cuba;
the US continued its boycott on Cuban goods, not allowing trade or
travel with Cuba. Additionally, it kept its embassy officials withdrawn
although there were unofficial American advisors in Cuba. Covert
operations also continued. It was later revealed that the CIA had
made several failed assassination attempts on Castro that have passed
into legend: exploding cigars and poison-infused shaving cream were
two reported methods used to try to kill Castro.

US relations with Cuba during Kennedy’s administration show how
many aspects of the flexible response policy were used, and the

commitment to the Kennedy Doctrine that was articulated so early in
his presidency.

g Soviet actions in the early

A US spy photo taken in October, 196;,
of a medium-range ballistic missile base
in San Cristobal, Cuba, with labels
detailing various parts of the base.
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Discussion point

One point in the Act of

Bogotd states that “the

territory of a State is

inviolable; it may not be the
object, even temporarily, of
military occupation or of other
measures of force taken by
another state, directly or '
indirectly, on any grounds :
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my Whatsoever ..." ’
g What does this mean for

Cuba regarding US and
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the Johnson administration

if the Missile Crisis was emblematic of Kennedy:
president Lyndon Johnson's legacy was Viol:,:dy s presidency,
residf:’nCY due to Kennedy’s aSSaSSil‘lali(m'm:iI:‘. /.\bsumlng the
commmmﬂ;: to Kennedy’s policies until he c('oulzmed s
pimself. In the Americas, then, he was i ‘Tun f()r.clc.cuon
Alliance fo.r Progress and containing and eliminati 0 continuing the
assist him 1In Latin America, he enlisted an old fa_‘lng communism. To
Thomas Mann, .w‘ho had been the key advisor Lne[;fi from Texas,
pis regional policies. Mann was named A“ianc:)[ isenhower
administrator and Assistant Secretary of State ftorolr s 3
affairs, and he deve{loped a new line in regional aﬁ‘;fr-?ﬂ)’encan
poctrine, revealed in March 1964 attempted to re dress. e l,Ma_nn
interests 10 tbe region. US policies should focus on: it !lctmg s
with neutrality towards social reform; protection ofeucgJ Ilo.m S5 ok
{nvestments; opposition to communism; and non-imer\?errlx‘;'ate
Lastly, the US should have no moral reservations about coom(?r.at'
with military generals to achieve its policy goals; there shou?d b o
preference for democratic states or institutions. it promoted stabcilli]t;
over d'en-locr‘acy and protected US private investments in the region.
Few distinctions were made between anti-US politicians and groups
and pro-communist forces.

in

In April 1964, the US had the first opportunity to implement this
new course. The Brazilian president Jodao Goulart was overthrown in
a coup that installed a military dictatorship. The United States offered
assistance to the regime in the form of $1.5 billion in economic and
military assistance (25% of all money that went to Latin America)
and, in return, Brazil adopted a pro-US, anti-communist policy.
Taking the policies even further, in spring 1965 the US sent 22,000
troops to the Dominican Republic to maintain the pro-US
government there. Johnson and Mann also went on to give support
to Duvalier (Haiti), Somoza (Nicaragua), Stroessner (Paraguay) and
numerous other dictatorships that were anti-communist, if also

brutal dictators.

a substantial toll on US assistance

US military commitments in

d to cut funding elsewhere. As a
tance—but not military
continued, the money

The war in Vietnam was taking
through the Alliance for Progress. As
Southeast Asia grew, there was a nee
result, Johnson cut funds for economic assis
assistance. Even where economic assistance
rarely reached its intended destination.

é eginnings of revolution w

El Salvador and Nicaragua: the b
E i by dictatorships that early on
s g dogunel®s 7L ommunism. When a group

3 iming anti-¢
recognized the value of claiming 0 1960, the US withheld

of moderate officers tried to take power 11l

: iy
iti nta’s collapse. It was subsequently
L R viewing Alliance statistics,

replaced by a right-wing regime. Upon review .
El Salvado}r, see;‘ned {0 be a model of success: it had high g‘r:evrzh
rates and its exports increased; however, Alliance monies

and the peasants -©

usually diverted to the landowning oligarchy,
S /




“A revolution is Coming
revolution that will p,
we are wise enough; comp
if we care enough; ""‘
we are fortunate enoug h“’m
revolution that is Coming Wheth
we will it or not”

Senator Robert F, Ktnnedy
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S(reams. The U.nil(‘d States had intelligence stat : ¢ =S o
momt?red Soviet sub-marinc fleets and ‘ht‘ré a"o.ns in Chile that
cffect in South America. Kissinger fely that urv% fear of a domino
serious threat than Cuba as the Marxistscin Dlz:]cc I}):)Sde(é a more
¢ had been

democratically elected in free and fair elecy
the Chilean congress. A elections, and ratified by

the US used both covert operations a
nd economi
ende. F mic measu
oust .{\ll B rom 1970 to 1973, an estimated $10 milli e e
in trying to bring about his downfall. To do so, the US ¥

o cut off all economic assistance to Chile, amounting to $70 milli
: , : ;
» discouraged foreign private investment ion

» opposed international credits and loans
an ;
and Inter-American Development Ban;from ey

o tried to disrupt the international ¢
s Opper m. 113
Chilean economy) PP arket (critical to the

» put diplomatic pressure on other Latin Ameri .
€rican co
oppose Allende untries to

¢ gave money to the opposition
» used the CIA to bring about a strike of truckers
o organized a break-in of the Chilean embassy in Washington DC.

In reality, the popularity of Allende and his UP had begun to wane.
The Chilean military and middle classes strongly opposed his
programs for social reform and were willing to take action
themselves. The country was in chaos with reforms that were costly
and a lack of income to pay for ambitious social programs. In August
1973, Augusto Pinochet was named commander in chief of the
Chilean military, sealing the fate of Allende’s administration. On
September 11, the navy seized the port of Valparaiso and by 4 p.m.
armed forces that stormed the presidential palace announced that

Allende had committed suicide.

With the benefit of hindsight it seems that Chile was headed towards
political change with or without US intervention and in that light the
covert operations seerm like money unnecessarily spent. However,
itis significant that the US was willing to go to such lengths to
overthrow a democratically elected government. The US embraced
the Pinochet regime and enthusiastically supported it as it brutally
repressed the opposition and removed all soci.al reforms tpat h-ad
been put in place to assist the poor. But the Nixon administration

was soon embroiled in its own affairs, and while covert actions ?lllightl
have been acceptable overseas t nly immoral but illega

hey were not oniy If .
at home. Nixon resigned, facing impeachment, leaving the affairs of
Latin America to Gerald Ford un

til the 1976 elections.
The Rockefeller report of August 1969 add

ressed Latin America and
assessed that there was potential for political upheaval and a strong
therefore m

Marxist presence in the region; it ade sense t0 iflollaborate
,.wm‘ military rulers to prevent the spread of communism
the region.
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Perception
The following poem was translated from the Spanish
and written shortly after the fall of President Salvador
Allende of Chile. In it, women of two distinct classes
give their views of their lives under the short-lived

socialist government.

.0--0‘0.0..0‘.;:;.

d together we began to plot with the p,
e return to freedom. ope
1 saw his heart begin to beat with hope of freeq
~ atlast. : s
y, the return to freedom.
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it was one course after another, :
one after another they came after s, The rice—I've replaced it with chicken
teak
we nearly burst we were so full, iaet e
Lunging plunging—sisters bleeding, sisters dyin s s Sl
1t was magnificent to be free again! & Amli( the parties continue night after night to
? hardly a relief t . make up for all the time wasted.
iy : 0 have survived. And my silent tears are joined once more by the
The beans have almost disappeared midnight cries of my children.
The beans have disappeared. i
e © :

In pairs, read the poem, with each pers :
" (9] .
the poem answer the following QUet)stionQ: R 08 At numading

1 What facts do they remember that are similar?
What facts do they remember that are different?
How do their interests differ?

How are their interests the same?

Are there any universal experiences here?

Vi AW

Source: http://www.regrettoinform.org/education/html/writing02.htm.
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The Carter administration

The presidency of Jimmy Carter marked an initial shift away from
what had become traditional Cold War foreign policy. When he took
office in 1977, Carter asked the US public to put aside their
“inordinate fear of communism” and embrace a new program.

He promised to: reduce the US military presence overseas and exhort
other NATO members to pay more for their own defense; cut back
on arms sales that had reached $10 billion per year under Nixon; and
slow the arms race with a new round of nuclear weapons talks.
Instead, he wanted to address environmental issues and improve
human rights abroad through US assistance and pressure. .But Carter
found shifting the public’s perception of foreign policy difficult at
best. Part of the problem was a division in his own govement: NSC
head Zbigniew Brzeshinski was an anti-communist hardliner who
was suspicious of Soviet motives; Secretary of State Cyrus N

on the other hand, advocated a policy of “quiet diplomacy and
rapprochement. Carter’s main foreign policy advisors were often in

opposition with one another.

The other problems that Carter
presidency from external event
step up their involvement in Afgh
invoked the Brezhnev Doctrine an 7 s talks
country. This led to the deterioration of détente axclf fﬂlrilfgr;mrt US-

stalled; a US boycott of the 1980 Moscow (.)lYmp1 lfed Iran and led

Soviet relations. At the same time, revolution .engu were held hostage

10 a foreign policy crisis wherein American atlzer?;uary the US ‘
by an incoherent government angered by the sa

faced came towards the end of his
5. In late 1978 the Soviets began to
anistan, and they eventually

d invaded the neighboring
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rovided the deposed Shah. As a result of the international
defense budget ballooned to over $15 billion.

the Am s, Carter’s policies were focused on human rights and
Panama Canal. In November 1903, the Hay Bunau-Varilla treaty
nited States the right to build a canal in Panama that
ct the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Additionally, the US




