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7 Into the 21st century, 1980-2000

e final two decades of the 20th centy : TR
g:hc changes that would occur during?h(t)):eg ;2::slﬁllnfelvgglgdgauons
as elected presid § i G
Reagan was ¢ P ent of the United States to usher in a period
of conservatism and reassuring calm differing from the tumultugus
revious two decades. The world still seemed to be divided between
the USSR and .the USA. In Latin America, autocratic regimes were
solidifying their POWET, economies underwent significant changes, and
qvil wars raged in several countries, If one looked beyond the nev'vs
headlines, however, changes were underway. The personal computer
was already on the market and voices of democracy were already
being heard in city squares in South America. In a short 20 years,
democratic institutions would flourish across Latin America, the cell
phone would change the idea of calling a place to calling a person,
using the World Wide Web and sending email would become
commonplace. People would talk of “shopping on line.” Globalization
become a word of progress, exploitation, and polarization.
The Soviet Union disappeared. AIDS and climate change became
jor concerns in the region and around the globe. It was a time
change.
chapter looks at a number of major events, developments, and
ose two decades. The political, economic,
tural, and social changes of the period and region
mportant ways, both evolutionary and revolutionary.
is 1ould keep in mind the concepts of
: use and effect, to understand the
ork in the 1980s and 1990s.
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of Reagan, Bush and Clinto,

The last two decades of the 20th century hosted three American
presidencies: those of Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, and %
Bill Clinton. In his presidential inauguration speech, {anuary 1981,
Reagan announced that, “government is not the solution to 'OUI'
problem; government is the problem,” becoming the embodiment
of the anti-government politician. Reagan’s domestic goals of
shrinking both taxes and the size of the government to stimg!ate the
economy contrasted with his desire to rapidly expand the mlllta.I'Y
and present a robust and aggressive anti-communist foreign policy
to the world. This two-pronged set of policy directions became
known as the Reagan Revolution. During the eight-year Reagan
presidency, taxes were lowered and raised, the overall size of the
government did not shrink, the military grew, the United States
was involved in military and covert action from Lebanon to the
Caribbean island of Grenada, Nicaragua and its neighbors and
negotiations took place between Reagan and the last leader of the
USSR, Mikhail Gorbachev. Yet, by the end of Reagan’s two terms he
left office as one of America’s most popular presidents.

Riding to office on Ronald Reagan’s popularity was his vice president,
George Bush, a man of vast governmental experience, including
ambassador, CIA director, and senator, a member of the Washington
establishment, the opposite of Reagan’s outsider appeal. Bush ran
for office as a kinder, gentler president who would continue his
predecessor’s policies, but with a more compassionate outlook.
en running for president, Bush proclaimed, “Read my lips: no
new taxes,” a pledge eventually abandoned under the continuing
growth of the deficit. More environment-friendly than his
predecessor, Bush’s domestic achievements included a strengthened
Clean Air d civil rights legislation. On the foreign policy
front, Bush ordered an invasion of Panama to seize the dictator of
that country on drug charges, created and led an international
coalition of armed forces to oppose Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, and
presided over the United States’ response to the breakup of the
Soviet Bloc and the dissolving of the USSR into many separate

5. Face recession near the end of his term, President
n policy achievements were disregarded by a
d US electorate. Bill Clinton, the first baby-boomer
ndidate, and the first since Franklin Roosevelt to not have

the military, broke rank with the experience of

. ,:P.residen,t Pportraying the occupant of the White

ouch with the people of the United States.

onomy, the youthful Clinton entered the

y 1993 overﬂowipg with progressive ideas:

‘military, fixes for the €conomy and many

ves. Over the course of his presidency, many

failed, some failures due, in large part, o

that ended with him being only the :
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<econd US president to be impeacheq, 1, and foreign policies of Reagan, Bush and Clinton

te. Clinton successfully lowereq the ongoj
ugh tax hlkCS and €conomic growt 5 S;\glirl:g EUdget"deﬁdt
N S pom. His political strategies led to seeki o oo
£ gislation' eventually declaring in a Rea
of big government was over. While not origina]
ouside W?rld, Clinton pad to deal with forgeignlgofl(i)cusied s
including u?volven.lem In Somalia, 3 coalition with I?A’lfz)u: :
military action against Serbia, an AIDs initiative in Africa : l-d
ace talks to end the Serb-Bosnian conflict. Despite his -
travails and almost being removed fro ot

* m Ofﬁce, Presid ‘.
left office in January 2001 as a popular president. sident Clinton

The Reagan years: January 1981 - January 1989
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. Note-taking for US presidents

Orgapize your notes as you take them. Create a simple Presidential
Policies Table as below. The three column chart can be drawn in a

 notebook and expanded as needed. Create a different table for each
.“pr'@ident. This type of table allows for policy narratives or analysis.

Ronald Reagan: Policies
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d contrast between presidents, as well
ion is packed into a confined
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the troubled presidency of Jimmy
; and fine communication skills
films, Reagan projected

goals: to
‘the budget, and

ures that, as a
agan followed a theory
pply-side economics is

Ronald Reagan was called “The Great
Communicator” Press conferences were
often contentious, but Reagan projected
friendliness appearing to enjoy the give
and take.




d businesses less, they will invest more
ments will stimulate productivity,
with a growing GDP stimulating greater
ponents called it “trickle-down” economics.
uration Reagan proposed a 30% income
according to the New York Times
White House has informed members of

or a reduction of $40 billion to $50 billion
1e fiscal year 1982, making cuts in virtually

“xcept the military” The result was 3

military spending of
ould reduce government
€ase private wealth for capital
onomy while reducing the size
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n’s supply-side program was

Laffer curve: the idea that lnpc::zlxzeza:::
ues could occur with a decrease in tax rates
eagan stated on April 29, 1982, in 3 speech t.
nation, “high taxes, destroying incentive had0
wributed to reduced productivity and a re,duct'
& savings, which left us without the capital we g
2 ggdéd for industrial expansion.” In other words, if
(axes on income and investment are lowered opl
will work harder and take more capital risks 'lE:dixr))e
a much greater GDP. In turn, this would l;ad o -
increased tax revenues with decreased individual
rates. The Reagan administration assumption that
Jowering tax rates would increase revenues was
pased on the belief that tax rates were so high that
they discouraged working and investment.

193 1, the president was shot by John
mentally ill man who thought the he

emingly confusing Foster’s role in the

ith real life. Reagan, more badly
and dealing with the trauma
e more popular. When he

 H

ree years, not
as much as

t programs to the

.conomy and, in doing so,

eding Reagan’s presidency
r of the year, before any
»v another 8.2% annual

w by almost 5%,
Reagan’s presidency
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Discussion point

Laffer and Reaganomics

Arthur l;affer, an economist whose ideas influenced
Reagan s economic policies, explained how his
view of tax rates and revenue:

At a tax rate of 0 percent, the government would collect
no tax revenues, no matter how large the tax base. -
Likewise, at a tax rate of 100 percent, the government .
would also collect no tax revenues because no one »
would willingly work for an after-tax wage of zero e
(i.e, there would be no tax base). Between these two .
extremes there are two tax rates that will collect the ®
same amount of revenue: a high tax rate on a small tax
base and a low tax rate on a large tax base. -
Source: Laffer, Arthur. “The Laffer Curve: Past, Presentand
Future” The Heritage Foundation. June 1,2004. ¢

hittp://www heritage.org/Research/Reports/ 2004/06/
The-Laffer-Curve-Past-Present-and-Future.

Questions
1 How can Laffer's explanation be used to justify
lowering tax rates?

2 For what reasons did Ronald Reagan want to lower
taxes? Was maximizing revenue one of the
justifications? (For further reference, see Reagan's
first inaugural address at htp://millercenter.org/
scripps/archive/speeches/detail/3407.)

.0.0.0-00.-..-..l'n'....l..n;n..loo-o'

that Reagan would cut taxes.
rs taxes were raised—1982,
reform. The taxation rate did
ere when he took office.

.'.....Il.'lll..l.-".-.
-

Discussion point

The standard definition of a
recession is two consecutive
quarters of negative growth.
Should consideration of other
economic factors be part of
the definition?

@

..I.......O......

How would you define a
recession?
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until May ; &

Discussion point :
Economies have cycles, ag

do presidential terms, US
presidents often claim, and are
assigned responsibility for,
improving or harming the

until July of 1983, but did not drop below the 7.5% mark
1984. Unemployment continued to drop, interrupted by an
occasional minor rise throughout the rest of the Reagan years:
Employment growth usually lags behind economic growth, but
there was a long period of higher than normal unemployment.

While Reagan pursued his economic agenda, the Federal Reserve

SeoccsRLsNsRINGOES
T L

Bank tried to bring down the inflation that had plagued the last two economy. :
years of the Carter administration, reaching above 13% in 1?80- - Ak 2 :
Keeping interest rates high, bank chairman Paul Volcker limited t_he 9 Exa_m émng:th'er fime

money supply by making borrowing much more expensive, causing : per ":1 S ?'" P af:S. how .
grief to farmers, small businesses and much of the middle class. , . ma‘:icon:: L:)elir::?:s I::g '
However painful it might be, Reagan supported the Federal Bank's Zconomis cycies? B A

monetary policies, believing that for the economy to grow and
investments to be more profitable inflation had to drop significantly.
Inflation plummeted to 3% by 1983 and hovered in the 3-4% range
for most of his presidency.

v
.
...... PPEOP0R0000IRIGEL,

The views as to whether Reaganomics promoted economic growth are
mixed. Some economists argue that the growth was a normal part of the
economic cycle, while others claim that the lowered taxes stimulated a
faster, longer, and more vibrant period of economic growth. A third
view is that Reagan practiced Keynesian policies despite proposing to
shrink government. Government spending increased each year, and the
gross federal debt soared from 33% of GDP in 1980 to 52% in 1988.
Over the eight years 1.6 trillion dollars in deficit spending was injected
into the economy. Another factor in the evaluation of Reagonomics is
the fact that wages did rise for the lowest quarter of earners, but the |
wage gap with higher earners increased considerably. Regardless of the government could act to
view of Reagan’s economic programs, the economy did grow. out of ﬂieewnomy'&?

Falan
e

A significant problem facing the United States during the Reagan
years was the Social Security System, which was becoming
financially unsound. Social Security, known as the “third rail”
of US politics, was close to impossible for either Congress or the
executive to reform. In the United States, the elderly turn out for
elections in much higher percentages than voters in their 20s. This
makes any changes to Social Security potential political suicide.

In this case, Reagan reached across the aisle to the Speaker of the
House, Thomas “Tip” O’Neil, a Democrat, to form a commission,
The commission came up with a package that assured the viability
of the system for decades by raising payroll contributions and the
retirement age, and also taxing benefits for the more wealthy.
The bill was signed into law in the spring of 1983.

port his election went on strike: 12,000
the air traffic controllers union took action
thg,su'iking controllers, filling in the gaps with
, including those in management and
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y new appointments made, Despite fears that flyin e
1d be unsafe, the airlines continued o function a :
.d accidents did not occur. The dismissals seng a ,: the
gt afamn:;;“o" would, indeed, be less memly?uwge
anions and emboldened corporations ¢
:Oﬁdon of power. © Negotiate from a

Reagonomics SAAASNINR AR TR ARRA RN,

The following sources discuss Ronald Reagan's economic policies.
Source A

jan has always accommodated the beliefs :

the supply-siders, who believe that by ’
ic growth: on the other side sit the .
the inflation rate by tightening the '
ently high interest rates and the threat of 3
ynomic experts is no longer singing as if .

%5\:;‘..9).1..&0‘.-1-.‘..-oc.-o-'.

from Wall Street to Capitol Hill. True
ly argue that their religion is not a

e, October 19, 1981.
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iourm D Questions -
1 What does Alan Brinkley (sourge  +

2 C) mean by the phrase “he ‘
Reagan economic program™ 3

2 What s the message of soyrce
D?

3 Compare and contrast the Views
of sources A and B in evaluating ¢
the success of Reagan's
economic program. ;

4 With reference to their oniginand +
purpose, evaluate the value ang  *
limitations of sources Aand Cty
historians studying Ronald
Reagan’s economic policies,

5 Using these sources and your !
own knowledge, evaluate the !

c; short- and long-term success of
M_ Ronald Reagan at implementing
“President’s car hit by ‘projectile’!” by Nicholas Garland, first published in the Daily his economic program.

Telegraph, February 4, 1982, 3
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Regulations :
Another way Reagan wanted to reduce the size of government ctivitY +c<ssatemgigees.. .,
was to reduce regulations. He felt that the government should be Choose another country in the

Americas. Compare and
contrast the activities and
influence of labor unions in:

less involved in how people lived and worked. Interestingly, the
Carter administration had already deregulated the airlines,

trucking, railroads and the financial industries. Major emphasis on
deregulation went into the environment and business areas. A look
at his environmental and business regulation and enforcement record

e commercial activities

998 voseveevase
" esoesascsssnanar

e government policies.

reveals a mix f goals and achievements with uneven results. i :
His administration had more success in slowing down the issuing of oo e R e s R ¢
new regulations t in eliminating existing ones. He did manage to

deregulate rules regarding corporate mergers, effectively lessening

onopoly efforts. Many of his other efforts were
cooperative House of Representatives.

by many as an enemy of environmental
. tration made a consistent effort to deregulate or
ent of existing laws and regulations. Due to lawsuits
ction many of these efforts were unsuccessful. For
d a renewal of the Clean Water Act in 1987, but was
e and Senate. But, in Reagan’s first year there
ds reduction in the filing of EPA enforcement
d President Carter’s efforts at promoting
m the solar cells from the White House roof
t mileage reductions as well. The administration
nds to timber harvesting and mining. Personne]
and a degree of stalemate moderated some
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cost of any economic activity is the "Social Cost” The soci

sed of private costs and external costs (SC=PC4EC)eC§oan' &
‘.}9’;5 r:othat thlties);i attempt to tum external costs into ;.)riv';teevéxs
in re realistic price for any give ic activity
that regulations unreasonably rari‘syeg:i:encs;to 2\? rc:T::rcnmerce.bgthers
: businesses beyond the extemnal costs. By what standards, d
& you think, govemments should regulate business activities? Con idS' ¥
& these issues and questions in the following case study: G
ComPGTQ'Za"d contr§st gnvironmentaL financial, or labor regulations of
;ﬁerent countries in tf_\'e Americas during the 1980s and 1990s. To
exter did the regulations achieve their goals, and to what extent

cause the harm that opponents predicted?

A ',:...p...".O..'..l..l!o.tol......c.oc.uo..c!.‘

s

with many of the laws, agencies and public lands
{ 1 years mostly intact. Some conservatives are
>cord as a lost opportunity to undo the damage of
ns, but others argue that he expanded federal
y more than 10 million acres and led the
ign liminate ozone damage, resulting in the
)1 of 1987. Additionally, he did sign a number of
¢ ; hening the Safe Water Drinking Act
ling for the Superfund hazardous sites
Reagan'’s record on the
ith his philosophy of

attccsssscssntsnssconnn,

TOK Link

Ideology

Presidents are often viewed in
terms of faithfulness to a
particular ideology. To what
extent is pragmatism an
ideology? How does
pragmatism work in political
decision-making? Does
pragmatism preclude political
ideology?

Was Reagan an ideologue
or a pragmatist?

®sasvstensensosvnsoenece’

the first woman, Sandra
d a confused policy on
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Foreign policies >
Ronald Reagan’s entry into the White House followed a period mll :
which many people in the United States perceived a significant fall n
the international standing of their country. The loss of Vietnam 0
communism, the 444-day Iranian Hostage Crisis, the Soviet Invasior
of Afghanistan, and the inability of the Nixon or Carter administrations
to deal with the oil crises of 1973 and 1979 or with the increasing
power of OPEC, only served as evidence that the United States was
declining in power and its enemies, including the Soviet Union, on
the rise. Central American countries, including El Salvador, with a
strong communist themed insurgency and Nicaragua, with a
communist government brought the threat of communism close to
home. Reagan, believed in American Exceptionalism and that the
United States was on earth to rid the world of the “Evil Empire.”
Reagan, projecting the reasoning behind NSC-68 that Moscow was
the root of all communist aggression wherever it appeared, stated that
communism had to be opposed everywhere it materialized around
the globe. The foreign policy ventures of Reagan also dealt with arms
control and the Middle East. While Reagan is remembered as a fierce
anti-communist, the actions of his administration are quite varied.

‘“jhﬁny .0.-.0...0---nooooo.-'-0|-.o||-so.ao--o¢-.--u

Emotive phrases and national image

E In his first Inaugural Address Reagan used the phrase “last and greatest
: bastion of freedom” to describe the United States. In his farewell address
« Reagan described the US as “a shining city on a hill” Read through the

X2 R

ssevsvoe

inaugural address of Reagan, Bush, and Clinton and identify phrases that
reinforce the concept of American Exceptionalism.

.......I....'lOOG'Otltal...otoo-0-0-'-ne.onoonou
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The USSR and the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)
For decades Ronald Reagan had believed that the Soviet Union was
the “E npire,” a phrase he mouthed publicly in 1983. He strongly
distri adership and assumed their motives were bent on
unist domination. Every indication that the Soviets were
treaties was another reason to read aggression into
nowledging the effectiveness of containment,
usioned with the policy of détente that had
d Carter’s. Reagan believed that the Soviets
antage of the easing of pressure to greatly increase
ywer and influence around the globe. He also believed
ndancy of the USSR meant the descent of the United
e West: that was a state of affairs he could not Jet stand.

g of his presidency Reagan adopted a policy of a
, including a large expansion of the United States
wer. The idea was to force the Soviet Union into
trary to intelligence estimates which in
ed the strength of the Soviet economy, the
d that the USSR was in precarious shape. Defense
( creased steadily under Jimmy Carter, $102
ear his budgets took effect) to $154 billion in
 year of Carter budgets). The 50% increase was
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In Reagan’s first four years the US def ign policies of Reagan, Bush and Clinton

illion, a 60% increase in spending. it

:  into a missile defense system: tiepgga(t)igt::el;)elﬁgup w.ajs i
| s'DI‘-f“Cknmed Star Wars by opponents or doubters wa.:e mlm_t(lianve.
a5pac based system that would shoot down incomix;g imercf)xln?a :
pallist .:.mjssﬂes (ICBMs)_in Space, creating a defensive umbrella :an S
t}lfumtcd States and allies, rendering the Soviet nuclear threat 1 s
impotent. SDI was OI-IIY under preliminary research durin tha o
years, but played an impo ons

ears, rtant role in arms reducti e
bcmeen Reagan and Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbcanc(l):e\t1 B

seeRPERENBRIERBRORARORARS ,

Confrontation, engagement and arms talks Bt

For @c first four years of the Reagan administration, relations with the

USSR were tense at best. Beginning shortly after tak’ing office, the

: uncement of the largest peacetime arms buildup in the l;istory of
: States was announced. Secretly, the military initiated a

operation. The operation, known to very few people in the

Dr Strangelove, a character in
Stanley Kubrick's 1964 film of
the same name, said,
"Deterrence is the art of
producing in the mind of the
enemy ... the fear to attack”

nistration and the ‘Pentagon mosﬂy consisted of mili - How would SDI, if
; ’ tary flights ccesstully depl
the Soviet border or the launching of bombers, testing how the Zﬁer the Uh;s;g mdea(

quld‘re.act, According to the CIA, the purpose was two-fold:
for Soviet defense vulnerabilities and to keep the Kremlin

as to what the United States would do, ultimately producing e Ao

7 5 weapons have hoped that
Soviet defense establishment. The USSR maintained an ﬁ-\eimenﬁon woﬁ?fcreate
and moderate rhetoric in response to the provocations such severe damage that

But to the USSR, the proposed SDI of 1983 the weapon would prove a

‘b...ll.l....l.'..‘.l..'I.‘..tl'.....vn-..

, rendering the strategy of mutually assured deterrent to war, yet the
carious. The Soviets contemplated the 20th century produced the
0 ' k. Yuri Andropov most deadly wars in history.

the United States of g Is the nuclear deterrent
3 fundamentally different?
hope of winning it.” .

. Why or why not?
heightenedaleninthe 'o.l-v-l-uoaoooo-c-u.‘-‘
hter shot down Korean

69 people on board. The
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were restarted, but quick changes in Sovie?
leadership— from Leonid Brezhnev to Yurl
Andropov followed by Konstantin Chernenko
(who assumed the helm after the death of
Andropov in 1984)—all combined to deter
negotiations. The Reagan foreign policy team
headed by Secretary of State George Schultz
met with longtime Soviet ambassador Anatoly
Dobrynin in January 1984 to attempt 10 restart
negotiations. Andropov died the next month
and Chernenko followed, but appeared to be
more willing to engage the United States. In
March 1984, Chernenko, the last of the Soviet
old guard, died and Mikhail Gorbachev, a
protégé of Andropov and the only Soviet leader
to be born after the Russian Revolution,
became the General Secretary. After British
prime minister Margaret Thatcher told Reagan
that the new Soviet leader might be amenable
to serious negotiations, he sent a letter
proposing a meeting. Gorbachev, who believed that the Soviet
economy needed restructuring and desired lower defense
expenditures, responded affirmatively, and the two leaders met in
Geneva in November 1985. Talks started off well as the two leaders
agreed to seek a 50% reduction in strategic weapons, but no
agreement was signed because SDI emerged as a sticking point with
Gorbachey wanting to observe the traditional Antiballistic Missile
Treaty interpretation.

‘A‘thﬁty L R I R * o0 » "X

Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)
Source A

March 27, 1983, Soviet Premier Andropov stated in an interview published in
Pravda that SDI:

-

Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald Reaga
in Geneva.

n the floodgates of a runaway race of all types of strategic arms, both
'gnSiYe. Such is the real significance, the seamy side, so t(; £
. ‘g“f.enswe conception.” ... The Soviet Union will neveé be calja}l;’to
y any threat.... E_ngaging in this is not just irresponsible, it is j ;
ctions are putting the entire world in jeopardy. b

Source B

In an interview with a US journalist, Marshal
Defense Minister and Chief of the General S
interpreted the real meaning of SDI:

. IRY

Nikolai Ogarkov, First D
‘ : epu
taff in the Soviet Union, o

.....I'.CQ........O.'.bt.'.lb.".l.'-.'..
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sa;.ndy:n_gﬂwed‘dﬁmllyofamsnegouatonsbemeenme
United States and the Soviet Union?

Uslng these sources and your own knowledge
‘ _the roles of ideology in arms reduction talks

1 the United Smtes and the USSR. during the
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in Moscow. No agreement of substance was reached, but it was in
Moscow that Reagan made a statement that to a significant degree
marked the end of the Cold War. On May 31, while walking
through Red Square, Reagan renounced his labeling of the USSR
as the “Evil Empire,” saying, “I was talking about another time,
another era.”

Reagan and Gorbachev engaged each other over four years. At the
time, there was a great deal of excitement over the positive working
relationship and the progress in relations between the two countries
that had been enemies since the end of the Second World War.
Issues such as human rights and SDI remained sticking points, but
nuclear arsenals had been reduced and the two superpowers had
turned from limiting strategic nuclear weapons to reducing them.

President Reagan viewed the threat of communism as among

the most serious threats to US security. Events in Nicaragua

and El Salvador demanded his immediate attention, otherwise
communism could spread northward and eventually into Mexico,
putting a communist country on the southern border. When the
government of the small island of Grenada turned communist,
Reagan saw the threat spreading to the Caribbean. With Cuba,
already a Soviet ally, only 90 miles off the Florida coast, Reagan
sought to reverse and roll back the gains of communism in

the Americas.

Nicaragua
In 1979, after three years of civil war, Daniel Ortega and the left-
leaning Sandanistas overthrew the longtime dictator of Nicaragua.
The brutal Somoza regime, first taking power in 1936, had been
supported by the United States. After the revolution, President
Jimmy Carter withheld financial support for the new government.
Orte | tried to bring social and economic improvements, but denied
ollars ought aid elsewhere, leaving the opening for Cuba to step
in vmh adwsors and technicians.

When Reagan became president in 1981, he wanted to get rid of the
Sandanista government. Reagan believed that communism anywhere
was a thxeétt'blktzéspeﬁany in what the United States considered to
; be its backyard. He directed the government to provide economic and
military resources to opponents. In November, he directed the CIA to
begn aining a countex:revoluuonary army who came to be known
as the Contras. The secret aid took a group of a few hundred men,
including former Guardia Nacional officers, and turned it into an
my of 9,000 by 1985 and up to 15,000 soldiers by the end of 1986,
ording to National Security Advisor Colin Powell, the Contras,
10 Reagan called “Freedom Fighters,” never mounted to more than
ighland fighting force.” Additionally, the United States secretly
bor, ipting to further destabilize the
ment. During this time the Boland Amendment
: » making it illegal to provide aid to the
w caused the Reagan administration to seek a way to
: timately led to the Iran-Contra
 aid the Sandanistas stayed in power until

AR R R N N R

TOK Link
Turning points in history

Ronald Reagan’s trip to
Moscow is considered to be 5
turning point in history. Is the
concept of turning point
historically legitimate? Debate
the concept of historical
turning points. List other major
turning points in the 20th
century, with particular
reference to the Americas,

P PN RENO PP AOPEN IR,
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Discussion point

To what extent was :
Eisenhower’s policy of roll back
more effective than Reagan's?




ections in 1989, arranged in a settleme
e nt created b
m eﬂcan nations, resulted in the election of an ang-::t:;anista

een left and right groups grew throughout the 1970s. The right-

' overnment increased its violent repression as a cilallengge to
ywer ev.o}ved 'from the FMLN (a group with ties to Cuba) and

position, including several leftist guerilla-supported groups

‘ cas de Base). Additionally, private right-wing death squads
; FALANGE and UGB assassinated leftist opponents of the

P2 i ,l.e‘ goals: to keep an anti-communist government in power
e at the same time deposing or significantly altering the behavior
ma Trights-violating Salvadorian leadership and military in
very aspect of governance and economic policy.

tration, having made human rights a significant
o,rel,gnp icy, and at the same time fearing other
und th globe, had difficulty producing a
sents further fragmented Carter
979, the army shot at about 300
 front of the Metropolitan
1gs were filmed by a
Soon some members of

Te i : i
The domestic and foreign policies of Reagan, Bush and Clinton
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to win, El Salvador will join Cuba and Nicaragua as a base for
spreading fresh violence to Guatemala, Honduras, even Costa Rica.
The killing will increase, and so will the threat to Panama, the
Canal, and ultimately Mexico. .
Source: Anderson, Thomas P. 1982. Politics in Central America.
Stanford, CA: Praeger. p. 2.

The Reagan policy was to provide US military advisors, train the

El Salvadorian armed forces (ESAF), greatly increase material aid,
and offer strategic assistance. With such strong emphasis on fighting
the perceived communist threat, Carter’s attention to human rights
receded even more. In fact, to make the massive aid increase
acceptable to the people of the United States, the Reagan
administration took on a policy of exaggerating the human rights
progress of the Duarte regime.

During the first years of the 1980s, more money was pumped into
El Salvador than in the two previous decades. From 1962 to 1979,
the US transferred approximately $50 million in arms grants to the
Salvadon‘an government, with more than $1 billion in arms grants
from 1980 to 1990. An additional $1.7 billion in economic assistance
accompanied the military grants. The Reagan administration was
not content to support the ruling government without reform. The
administration wanted a more centrist government and preferred
not to have human rights violations. There was still a conflict
between ideology and fighting the Cold War in the Americas.

After elections in 1982, that the CIA spent $2 million to help

conduct, there was a show of popular support for the right-wing

ARENA Party leader Roberto D"Abuisson, a man President Carter’s

ambassador called a “pathological killer.” Further pressure was

exerted on El Salvador to install a banker, Alvaro Magaiia

(considered to be a moderate), as the provisional president.

The Reagan administration also pushed for land reform and greater

emocracy. Every six months the administration presented a report
Congress on the status of human rights, but some media and

s@,‘ cal opponents claimed that the administration exaggerated

the progress of El Salvador on that front. While pressuring the

ment of El Salvador to reform, the Reagan administration

ed a policy of not negotiating with the guerilla organizations,

should not provide victories to the left-wing groups that

ad not been accomplished on the battlefield. The administration

nued to claim that the anti-government groups were funded by

us any concessions would advance the cause of communism.

ESAF controlling the cities and the FMLN and allies
 C yside, the war was still evolving. The ESAF
battlefield, taking the battles to the rural

switched to hit-and-run tactics. Still, there
tion in the ESAF officer corps and the
nfront the concept that their victory

s the needs and grievances of

ed. The Reagan administration strategy
uerillas at bay while building legitimate
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1 the goal of democratizing ang | =1 train Sa] .
sernment. The policy operated liberalizing 4 vadorians

. €ctors of th
Wit €
tates had leverage through Htllilti?: l;SSu(Ilnption that the
- and e

Conomic aid to

:i about stopping
ent, so while some reform the Salvadorian

z St i
or major changes. 00k place, the regime saw little

1g to the policy analyst Benjami

g i Jamin Schwartz, a significant

.’_h:;:):a:t,r: t:vngs ;vﬂ%mg to liberalize institutions was that the

o Opera ng during the 1970s and the first half of the
'successful in weakening the left-wing opposition.

ly 8,000 victims were killed by right-wing death squads

a rovided some space for
‘rtemié. .I'.....I.QQ...II-I.....

* TOK Link
. History and foreign
ada grabbed the attention of s
ear the southern end of the s
uela, separating the Atlantic
hdependence from Great
la, a mall country with a
0. had been ruled by Maurice
tionary gOVemment (PRC),
ba and the USSR. In 1983,

affairs

The foreign activities of ':
nations are based on many .
factors, including its .
perceptions of its role in the .
region and world, judgements
of events in other countries, ¢
and its capabilities. .
To what extent do perceptions  ©
of circumstances and events 4
create different versions 3
of reality? A
What questions should .
powerful nations seek answers
to before acting to influence ¢
events in other countries? .
<
.
*

Analyze the Grenada invasion
from the point of view of
Cuba, as well as the US
administration. Refer back to
the discussion in chapter 5
(p. 312) to assist you in
your research.

'.-ooooco.oooooooo---.-' ‘

-
B
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
.
.
o
-«
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
°
.
L4
.
L
.
.
-
.
.
L
.
-
-
.
.
.
.
.
.
-



~ 7 e nto the 21st century, 1980-2000

on November 3 hostilities were declared over. The only US military
intervention of the Reagan years was deemed a success by the _
administration, with the 599 US citizens rescued and the Marxist
government deposed. Operation Urgent Fury was supported by most
members of Congress, both Democrats and Republicans, and much
of the US public. The quick, decisive action by Reagan was a :
welcome success after years of perceived US decline. An interim
government held power until elections were held in December
1984. The New National Party won 14 of 15 seats and Grenada’s
constitution, suspended since 1979, was restored.

The Middle East

Ronald Reagan was confronted by a number of issues in the Middle
East. Among these was a civil war in Lebanon, a hostile government
in Iran, and the Iran-Iraq War. Lebanon and Iran proved especially
troubling to the conduct of effective foreign policy. The first direct US
military intervention in the region was in Lebanon in 1958 in
support of the pro-Western government headed by Camille
~hamoun. In the context of the Cold War and the Eisenhower

rine, involvement meant stopping the Soviets. The intervention
n one US death, and significantly reduced civil disturbances,
-and violence. The United States would again send forces into

years later.

anese Christian Militia, Palestine Liberation

1y other armed factions; all had been fighting

en years, with the exception of a fragile

ered by US negotiators in place by

Iranian armed forces also had a Lebanese

2 Israel, a long time American ally, invaded

top shellings of Israeli settlements near the

'he invasion had a second purpose: to destroy

ut a political order favorable to Israel. After the

- e deaths of scores of civilians, Reagan

had to stop, and called the Israeli prime
August 12 urging him to stop. Begin

multinational peace force would be

administration had voiced support for
> g writing a public letter backing
rkis. Additionally, a special emissary,
signaling an elevation of Lebanon's
olicy. In the same time period, the
raeli Defense Force (IDF) activities,

Alexander Haig delayed delivery of
nse to the Israeli bombing of an Traqi

ressure Israel to reduce violent

1 Israel as a bulwark against Soviet
ngoing, but this was a significant
e that the Middle East was
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Looking for patterns

The Monroe Doctrine first
defined the United States sels.
determined relationship to the
rest of the Americas. The bette
part of a century later the
Roosevelt Corollary announced
a more aggressive approach, |n
the mid-century the US wanted
to be a “Good Neighbor."

Create a data table in
chronological order of US

military involvement in the
Americas. Can you identify
a pattern?

P00 0 00000 RORRERS g,

I S R A P



. G —

into the summer of 1982, th, ;
icted about how to act. Whi;el::igga:nz .
of Sta;ule), ?eorge Schulz, both fay,
ecretary of Defense, Caspar Wej
s of Staff were quite reluctant alsgsii:t:?ii e i
+ecome anot?xer Vietnam. The United States Wasi what could
violence in the region for political, military an gllllcemed about
in June still had not given serious thought to djrel;m;nn;;easons'
ry

g of Beirut, involvement

Hnistration was
his successor as

ored deeper involvement,

3

an al towards the !sr.ael-l:ebanon border. Additional
cations b){ t}i‘e administration included guaranteeing the safety
an civilians and restoration of Lebanese government
ol. The PLO withdrew and the IDF began its pull out, followed
rapid redeployment of the MNF away from Beirut by
yer 10. Violence returned later that month, almost
ately upon withdrawal of peacekeeping forces. On
er 14 the newly-elected president, Bashir Gamayel, was
a bomb and the following day IDF moved into West
ber 16-18, approximately 750 Palestinians were
These developments, especially the
Reagan, as one purpose of the MNF was
) tember 20, Reagan announced a
ican, French and Italian forces.

:ad no clear plan. John Kelly, former

nt Reagan’s second term, labeled

s began deployment on

)0, but increasing in the next
sition force, but it was

es they were interposed.

ecame a bargaining chip for

ations to leverage each

Lebanese Christians, the
triment of all other

States announced

PLO, and Israeli
L T e d an
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: newly formed Hezbollah for the attacks, ordered the bombing of their
headquarters. Initially, Reagan insisted that US forces must remain
there, on the advice of Secretary of State George Schulz, as leaving
would be a major victory for radical and rejectionist elements. The
deaths of so many marines, however, caused anger at home. The
administration reassessed its Lebanese policy in the next n')ontl.1§,
coming to the conclusion that without a sizeable increase It military
forces the United States could not significantly influence events. On
December 4, US planes attacked a Syrian air defense site that had A divm eescersennn,,,,
fired on American planes, and while the administration debated. Looking ahead
policy, it appeared that the United States was choosing to take sides ' ;
in the Lebanese conflict. In January 1984, Schulz stated that the Write down the_t_actns and
United States would continue to pursue the mission in Lebanon, but results of US‘mlhtary
Defense Secretary Weinberger disagreed and on February 7 Reagan involvement in Lebanon. Take
announced that US forces would withdraw to ships off the Lebanese note of Johg Kelly's comment,
coast. Embassy officials began to leave that day, and by March 5 all _BeLPLepa“; t;ot ﬁg"ap?ffsve\lents
US military personnel had been redeployed. On May 17, the Itlr"l ?Pg:f;“ Doctrinel: Fmdar and
government of Lebanon cancelled the IDF withdrawal agreemgnt th: oncentiel futuré Secre?:r;
with Isra_el. US troops would never be deployed again in the Middle of State Collh Powells doctins
Bt dunng the Beagan yeafs. for use of military force.

smevacsavevsnse

hbeosecencscecsodocansoenso

S sacssansenmnanan

To John Kelly, the mission was doomed to be a failure from the Which war laid the
beginning: “Token military force with a vague mission was probably foundation for the Powell

a recipe for failure. The responsibility rests firmly with the leaders . Doctrine?

‘who made the decisions.” ‘eesescesssnsesansesisiet

The Iran-Contra affair

at came to be known as the Iran-Contra affair resulted from the
ge coincidence of the Reagan administration’s Middle Eastern

y and the support for anti-government “Contra” forces in

agua. Reagan, who called the Contras the “moral equivalent of
“ounding Fathers,” was extremely concerned about US citizens
d hostage in Lebanon as well as the revolutionary government of
The combination of hostages, secret funding for the Contras,

i ed attempt to sell arms to supposed Iranian moderates

' hope that they would overthrow the radical clerics who took

e 1982 mid-term elections Democrats gained seats in the House
nate, empowering them to put a legislative halt to the
ation’s support of the Contras. The Boland Amendment,
C : votes, made it illegal for the CIA
to support the Contras. A stronger
nt that banned third-party and any US
ne law in 1984. The United States,
‘Managua harbor, which the CIA director
denied. Reagan wanted to keep supporting
al Security Director Robert “Bud” McFarlane and
liver North acquired money from several
! bia that was transferred to the
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President Reagan approved a se estic and foreign policies of Reagan, Bush and Clinton

srael to bot X cret pl
Isr h support Iranian modeerl;ti::s1 :r)xcsleubm i
Obtain the

~ta
nk Weapons were sold to

Iran—Contra Affair, however,
icﬁIIYlglg a;rtrlxs to the Contras
nber brought newspaper articles i i
s chultz a;;d Vice Ifresident Geolrx;eL xlﬁo;dﬁf:ﬁgg &

publicly ad.mlt to the arms-for-hostages deal beut

ref ed to consider the proposal. Forced by contilnuin
Reagan approved a commission headed by John Towcgerptress
e affair, but the pressure continued to build and in :

unraveled when a US cargo
was shot down in Nicaragua.

TOK Link

What knowledge issues was
Reagan confronting with his
statement about trading arms
for hostages? How can
reason and emotion lead to
different truths?

°

h@gtage§. My heart and best intentions still tell me

°ts and the evidence tell me it is not,”

1e hac approved what Secretary of State George

‘a hostage bazaar.” Reagan never admitted and

ere able to ascertain specifically what Reagan g How should a historian
. NSC officials involved in the interpret Reagan's

estified that they had kept the : remarks?

,him- Cossssonnssanonessssnsse

ecssERBtsscecRt,

Seasnesnenes

the reputation of the president.
/as lying, while others saw his
their own foreign policy
s ha Hif delegation style. It was the
d the Reagan doctrine of fighting
th his well-documented
an ill-understood Middle East
; n, more hostages taken, and a

89-93
to follow Ronald Reagan as
of 40% when the Iran=

: § increased

the U
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On January 20, 1989, George Bush took

office. When he left office four years later,

the Berlin Wall had fallen, the Soviet Union

no long existed, the government of China had
killed hundreds of its own citizens on Tiananmen
Square, the United States had invaded Panama,
and sent hundreds of thousands of troops to the
Middle East to fight in a war against Iraq. It was a
period of major changes in the world for a
president who approached the responsibilities of
the office with a pragmatic and deliberate style.
President Bush took office with the idea of
continuing Ronald Reagan’s policies, both foreign
and domestic. He lacked what he termed, “the
vision thing,” and appeared to enjoy foreign policy
more than the domestic realm. However, he
wanted “to make kinder the face of the nation and
gentler the face of the world.” On the domestic
front, he promoted volunteerism, instituted
policies to improve the lives of the disabled, and
other measures that made the government do

its part to encourage a more compassionate nation.
Additionally, he had to deal with a savings and
loan crisis, a rising federal budget deficit, a massive
oil spill along Alaska’s coast, and placing two
justices on the Supreme Court.

Domestic policies

A major accomplishment of the Bush
Administration was the 1990 Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). The Act extended some
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to people with
disabilities. It prohibited discrimination and
required reasonable accommodations in the

workplace, as well as expanding public accessibility. The Congress
had been working on a bill for several years. Many conservatives
opposed the ADA as a betrayal of the Reagan Revolution. They
believed that government was the problem, not the solution and

that the ADA was a huge intrusion of the federal government into
the commercial arena, requiring the expenditure of dollars for a
myriad of accommodations and the pursuit of many new regulations.
To Bush, the ADA increased freedom. To the ADA’s supporters the
Act is the single most important accomplishment of the Bush

administration.

Bush was not always supportive of civil rights legislation. In October
1990 he vetoed a civil rights bill that the New York Times called the
“most comprehensive civil rights legislation since the Voting Rights
Act of 1965,” arguing that it maintained racial quotas. Congress
passed another civil rights bill concerning employment discrimination
that did become law in 1991. Bush twice vetoed family and medical
Jeave bills because he did not believe that the federal government
ould mandate companies to provide a specific benefit. The decision

L4

Geon , Herbert Walker
Bush (1924-)
George Bush, possibly the
most experienced man ever
elected president, was born
to a well-to-do and we}l-
connected family in Milton,

chusetts. His father was "
mr prescott Bush. He attended the prestigious

e Academy. Upon tuming 18 he imrpediately

::;:gfgd in the Jnited States Navy, bgcommg the
youngest fighter pilot in U.S. naval history. He flew sg
missions and was shot down once. The Navy
awarded him the Distinguished Flying Cross for
bravery. He married Barbara Pierce in 1945. Among
their six children is John (Jeb) Bush, the former
governor of Florida, and George W. Bush, the 43rd
president of the United States. Bush attended Yale
and after graduating went to Texas 10 pursue a career
as an oil man. His career in politics began in 1966,
when he was elected to Congress from Texas. After
four years (1967-71) he became the United States
ambassador to the United Nations. He then served a
year as chairman of the Republican National
Committee, followed by stints as chief liaison officer
to the People’s Republic of China, CIA director,
director of the Council of Foreign Relations, and eight
years as Ronald Reagan'’s vice president. After a four-
year term, Bush was defeated by Bill Clinton. George
and Barbara Bush retired to Kennebunkport, Maine.
In later years he became active with relief efforts,
including aid for the victims of the 2004 tsunami in
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, among other nations.

J

George Bush speaking at a NATO
conference.

soensesns?

Filling in your chart

As you read, continue to fill in
the chart. Highlight similarities
between the policies of Reagan
and Bush in one color and /
indicate differences with another

.
e
secenneesn?
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deral regulation of pollution lhanulsltil Was more comfortable
e proposed major amendment 1o ths Predecessor. In June
sl cally reduce‘ pollution in three areas.(:1 1,:63 'Clean Air Act to
tion, and toxic emissions. It also strerigt;l ra:in' bt aie
ol ene
ngVmCh llalassed the House and Senate by large nf:rfoi;ccmem. The
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al Protocol. The new amendments signed by B‘i;ltf (‘;V‘th the
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mt T 15&12990, a;ided some §1gmf1cant changes, including
b aSJI;Sn e u_se P markFt principles, performance-based
. t_ 2 ’nussxon trading. Low-sulfur coal and natural gas use
Oted as was encrgy conservation, and the law effectively
imports by one million barrels per day, The president’s

but to Reagan conservatives it was more proof that his
as betraying the less-government theme by introducing
vernment interference in the market.

t two months after the new president assumed
an oil supertanker, ran aground in Prince William
1 coast. Within hours millions of gallons of
o the water, eventually contaminating more than
“The oil spill was the largest in United States
onificant damage to fisheries, shore habitats,
tional areas over a widespread area.
‘esponse from private clean-up crews
Joe continued to be felt into the
\anies were responsible for much of
icant federal government presence
Environmental Protection Agency
A port to President Bush later that
onses were inadequate,
Jage than necessary, but_also
srimary element in protecting the
As a result of the oil spill,

.......‘.'Qltliil....'

1'“Wd° .
mestic . ny
and me dical lea and foreign policies of Reagan, Bush and Clinton

Acﬁvm tessacscanrranne,

Presidential decision-
making

A simulation

You are President George Bush
Snr's chief domestic policy
advisor. It is the beginning of
his term and your job is to
create a list of domestic policy
initiatives. Create a priority list
for the president, based on his
political philosophy, the
country’s needs and wants, and
political reality. Present your
priority list to the class as if you
were making a proposal to

the president.
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TOK issues

Discuss the importance, s
accuracy, and trustworthiness ¢
of eye-witness accounts, >
presidential memoirs, “tell-all” 3
books, and speeches. How .
does a historian determine .
intent? Is it the role of the .
historian to find intent, or o
simply to present a variety o
of evidence and let the 2
reader decide? .

How do historians know
the reasons for presidential
. decision-making?
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s passed the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 which required tht >
rd to strengthen regulations on oil tankers, their owners

TS.
Education :

During the 1988 campaign, in a contentious interview with CBS TV
network anchorman Dan Rather, Bush stated that he wanted to be
the “Education President.” Partly spurred on by the 1983 A Nation
at Risk report that pointed out many weaknesses in public
education, President Bush called together the nation’s state governors
for Education 2000. The Education Summit took place in autumn
1989. Attendees included the future president, then Arkansas
governor, Bill Clinton. The summit participants met with directives
from the president to meet the rising expectation of US businesses
and to change the emphasis from ensuring access through programs
such as Title I to improved results based on specific academic
oOutcomes. The proposals that came out of the summit included
higher academic standards and federal demonstration grants for
education vouchers among several proposals. Congress did not
turn the initiatives into a bill that could pass, so Bush’s educational

efforts resulted in increased attention to education, but not
immediate federal action.

ucceeding Reagan, with the largest gross federal
of the United States. The annual deficit had
0 over $250 billion. The combination of Reagan
the increases in defense spending while failing to
domestic spending is often cited as the causes of
ing economy failed to overcome the increasing
. The gross debt totaled 53% of the nation’s
centage since 1962. Both Congress and the
leeded to act. Bush was constrained by his
e not to raise taxes during the presidential
 lengthy and sometimes acrimonious
Democrat-controlled Congress for the 199]
he conclusion that to get a budget deal he
me icreases. The Democrats wanted
vealthy, as they claimed that the
ately from Reaganomics over the
nt in June 1990 that back-
by claiming the necessity of
emism for increased taxes. Despite the
ation, Bush was harshly
ty for compromising with
t of 1990 that cut

PR AL R R R N R N N I

.‘..l‘.................l

Discussion point

Presidential terms

After the Roosevelt years, each
president was limited to two
four-year terms by the 22nd
Amendment. This made the
president a “lame duck" for
the entire 2nd term. How

do term limits help or hinder
the function of a presidential
democracy? How does

this differ from a

pariiamentary system?
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s a1 o »and t
re than $4 trillion, rising 1o twO_third‘lslsze(?;;al debt totaleq

dministration
v » close to 600 S&Ls were
The total cost to taxpayers for all institutions resolved by the

::1 fi il ;3‘biélio.n. Certainly, those costs contributed to the
le; lde cit during the Bush years. In total, the crisis resulted
e of a thousand banks. FIRREA was a significant

ment Act to protect the US econom ici
’ : y and gave federal
er than before. 3 S

, along with several crashes in real estate prices,

‘an indicator that the economy was not as healthy
d the Oval Office as it may have seemed.

d around 3% each of the first three quarters

st quarter of 1990, but by autumn the
. The technical recession (two or more
growth) lasted about six months
umbers in mid-1991. The recession
roduction, but unemployment
e workforce at the peak and stayed at or
91 to the end of Bush's term of office.
 lower than the 10.8% unemployment of
‘ before, but Bush was criticized a great
<ening economy. In December 1990,
1ight be possible and that the
o lessen the effects. The 1991
with a discussion of foreign policy,
red more about the international
ted that some regions of the Y casssosconcsass
. distress and that some people Ad‘l" .,
ed by remarks about the Public support

: ‘valmon J9be Research the support levels for
George H. W. Bush vs. Ronald
Reagan during the first terms
of their presidencies. To what
extent were the levels of
support for their economic
policies similar? Compare and
contrast the responses and
results of each administration’s
€economic measures.
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Assessmgthe presidency s
n 1991, S“phe“M"ore.Dwector of Fiscal Policy Look at the evidence to <_:lecutdh: |;Nhgoore s}v;as
Studies, Cato Institute (a libertarian think tank) wrote: Organize a table comparing presidents on

domestic policy using the following criteria (yoy oy
add others if you like):

L]
o civil rights
e healthcare

'.............‘....I...O....ll..‘...'.l..'!...l‘..l...l...'....'.......'..l......

Foreign policies

President George Bush came into office with a turbulent Central
Am SSR undergoing perestroika and glasnost, and China in
the midst of a small degree of political liberalization. By the time he

b the time Bush took over because of the Tela
1989, in which five Central American presidents
wvhich would result in fair elections the next
emobilization of the Contras. Bush changed
jectives from the Central American equivalent
ent e Sandinista regime, making sure
1aintaining support for the Contras despite
other words, while Reagan could not abide a
d, while working with
future.

uponin August 1987 and
duled for February 1990, Bysh stated
ut insisted that the Contras,
’ ”mdﬁras,‘ needed continued support
$ 10 keep to their promises of
d the Congress agreed to the

R e
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‘The Tela Accords

it The following passage is the lead para SOurce b
{19 ; 5 : ", graph of th N
York Times article “Contras, Lost Cayse)” € New  The following i Acci
: ] g is the text i i
+  Uhlig, August 10, 1989: by Mark A the Sumrpit of Central Age?;:e;?esid::tjss :Lxg:eudg\::t
71989, in Puerto de Tela, Honduras. The signatories

zere Osca; Arigs Sénchez, president of Costa Rica;
Mfredo Cr!spam Burkard, president of El Salvador;
arco Vinicio Cerezo Arévalo, president of Guatemala;

L esesccssscansnnancsne®

Voluntary Demobiliza epatriation, or

Ry lsac it »b

TRV ROSCOPC 0Nt ercrsscessvernvsrncsvinne®

José Azcona Hoyo, president of Honduras; Daniel

Ortega Saavedra, president of Nicaragua.

k. . ¥ The System of Central American Integration (SICA) is an
‘the unnamed Central American international organization created by the States of the

Republics of El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala,

Costa Rica and Panama. Its headquarters is in El Salvador.
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of more than a dozen anti-Sandinista groups, an el 0 okl L gl
the administration helped create). The administration also administration surpri
‘complained of unfair election procedures even before the ele ; the election resyly
100k place, hinting that the Sandinistas would not accept election

results if the votes did not go their way.

The election took place in February as scheduled and i
surprise to the Bush administration Violeta Chamorro won the .Cl 0
with 55% of the vote and the UNO claimed a majority of seats in the
National Assembly. The Contras refused to disband even after the
election. Daniel Ortega and the Sandinistas peacefully gave up POWeT:
defying the Bush administration’s predictions. After inauguration day
the Contras agreed to disband and the Bush administration let its
eeconomic assistance flow to the new government of Nicaragua witl}
the approval of Congress, led by Democrats who felt that as the United
States had significantly contributed to the economic distress of the

~ country, it was obligated to assist in its rebuilding and recovery. The

- debate was only over how much to spend.

in a welcome

,wadh_linistration' focus in Central America continued
d to Panama, which, in December 1989, would become the
%01’ litary operation of the Bush presidency. Operation Just
ild involve Manuel Noriega, the military dictator of
already under indictment in the United States on drug

set of the CIA whose contributions included helping
ras and reportedly allowing the SR-71 Blackbird spy
d take-off rights. . Early in the Reagan years he

: anctions caused serious harm to Panama’s financial
remained in power, but opposition to Noriega
‘the U.S., especially after the 1988 indictment.

1s of the Bush presidency, Panama policy was

was opposed by the CIA and Defense
practical advantages to Noriega. Elections
aturing Noriega’s hand-picked candidate,
eled $10 million to the opposition candidate.
te lost, he refused to abide by the election
of U.S. policy against Noriega. The Bush
al pressure, increased the number of
h then engaged in agressive military
economic measures. Bush worked
condemnation of Noreiga by most
ortantly, Latin American nations, To solve
tion of American States (OAS), seeking
er and prevent intervention from the
Mo;m to leave office and to
: 1orm a new government, T
!remPamma‘s leader. An Octoll)‘:r
 of the Panamanian Defenge Forces

%8
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(PD

ak execution, and steps taken by
~val PDF troops. Bush was criticizeq
jor ot supporting the coup attempy,
put his National Security Advisor,
colin powell, a serious man whose
yienam experience contributed to his
prudent approach to military action,
supported Bush'’s decision.

puring the cTisis some conservatives
in Congress wanted to use Noriega’s
criminal activities and illegitimate
hold on power as justification to
revoke the Panama Canal Treaty

sident Jimmy C i
PIESldCta - Yf t;rtf!r had. SIgr{eq, but Bush, echoing Reagan’s Children cheering US marines following
nnder.s nding of the imperialistic image of the United States in Lati offensive in Vecca Monte, west of
America, refused to go along, separating the ill-deeds of Manuel 510 e R MRE Cprnan
Noriega from the country he ruled. ﬁ,ﬁ?&? ff ‘;Z'g‘a"'mga“’;",;‘;n”;ieus

pecember brought critical changes. On 16 December, Noriega Manuel Noriega.

declared that a “state of war” existed between the United States and
panama. On the same day members of the PDF shot an unarmed US

Idier when he and several friends drove through a roadblock. Two
citizens who witnessed the shooting were beaten. Bush felt the
 and beatings offered more than ample justification for an
ort to remove Noriega. In a televised speech on 20

he declared:

riega’s reckless threats and attacks upon Americans in

created an imminent danger to the 35,000 American citizens in
President, I have no higher obligation than to safeguard the

ican citizens. And that is why I directed our Armed Forces

the lives of American citizens in Panama and to bring General " . .
ice in the United States. - Discussion point

What makes a cause

120,000 US troops attacked PDF forces across Pfullam‘a in "ust’? o
on called Operation Just Cause, overcoming oppositionina . Examine several ethical
. For more than a week Noriega took refuge in the - systems for a definition of
N dered in early January. «  “justice” Then determine
Ppanama City. He surren g
Pan ed to the United States where he was . how just the US invasion of
v ‘an_.gf: : ven'l i convicted of drug . Panama was from a variety
: 19 rial in April 1992 He was - of perspectives.

reduced to 30 years,

s later
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nch Court

and further reduced for good behavior. (In July 2010a Ffe seven
convicted Noriega of money laundering and sentenced him 10 i
years in jail. He had also been sentenced in Panama to 60 year ath an
prison on various charges.) During the fighting and the afterm s
estimated 200-300 Panamanian civilians died, 314 PDF soldiers W
killed, and 23 US troops lost their lives. Physicians for Human Rig 5
estimated that 15,000 civilians lost homes and businesses: It wasln
until 1993 that the GDP of Panama returned to pre-invasmn‘lf&'Ve 5.
Operation Just Cause was popular in the United States. .PrESldem
Bush gained a reputation as a deliberate, firm, and decisive le{ider .
However, the United Nations and the OAS contemned Operation Just

Cause as a violation of international law.

The Persian Gulf

On August 2, 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait. The
Iraqi army quickly overwhelmed the Kuwaiti
Defenses and seized control of the country.

The invasion was caused by a dispute over oil,
Iraq having accused Kuwait of both stealing
and overproducing oil. The Iraqi army had been
massing on the border, and while it is unclear
as to what message the Bush administration
sent to Iraqi Dictator Saddam Hussein, it is
most likely that neither the neighboring Arab
states nor President Bush expected Iraq to do
more than occupy the oil field in dispute. The
day of the invasion the United Nations Security
Council approved Resolution 660 demanding

Iraq leave Kuwait and imposed economic sanctions four days Chiefs of Staff, phoning the Pentagon,
later. That same day Saudi Arabia gave permission for the United via satellite, while on duty in the
States to put defensive forces in that country to defend against an NS st

attack. On August 8, Iraq announced that Kuwait was a province

of Iraq. The annexation of Kuwait by Iraq caused great concern by

the countries of Western Europe, the United States, and Japan,

among other nations. The threat of Hussein controlling the vast

oil supply of the Persian Gulf states comprised a large part of

that concern.

Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint

dvm...'..'....'.‘l"lllo-).unﬂonnn'lor.',nep:n.-,.:“,<.‘ 4 =
A - A B AR A R R RN R RN
’

'

»

President Bush and Operation Desert Storm
The following sources are related to Operation Desert Storm in 1991,

Source A

The January 16, 1991, speech by George Bush announcing the commencement of war against Iraq

¥
.

an an attack on military targets in Iraq and
- Ground forces are nog engaged.

hen the dictator of Iraq invaded a small ang helpless
Ara ag}xe and a member of the United

®eessvoscenesnass

.Q)1’!"...0.........000ooooooooio‘bn-..,.Qn Boe o
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0 leave Kuwait. Others traveled
1d justice. Our Secretary of Sta
only to be totally rebuffed. This past
aeneral of the United Nations went to the
ond such mission. And he came back from
addam Hussein to withdraw from Kuwait.

area have exhausted all reasonable efforts
oice but to drive Saddam from Kuwait by

stlraq” January 16, 1991. The History Place.

American History: A Survey (1999) by Alan Brinkley, a textbook widely
in colleges in the United States.

nce Resource, a website run by
rsity of Virginia.
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«e®Peossscensenvens
.
8 e-_

5 mass on the border, President Bush announced the depl : = ration Desert
- desert kingdom. He also articulated the four principles that guided “Ope

it: the restoration
Shield”: the immediate and complete withdrawal of Iraq fron? Ku;’ﬁ:; Itlli ddle Bast:
of the legitimate Kuwaiti government; the stability and security O :

and the protection of Americans abroad.

On the day of the invasion, the United Nations Sde
660, which condemned the invasion and demande s
and unconditionally”. The United States also quickly moved to .freeze Kuwal(;l nggEd
Iraqi assets. Shortly thereafter, the UN imposed economic sanctions on Iraq ;’51&
to try to convince Iraq to withdraw. The Iraqi invasion allowed President Bush to
emphasize one of his greatest strengths—personal diplomacy. He had many \
international contacts, and he personally telephoned world leaders and U.S. allies to
start building the coalition that would force Iraq to withdraw. However, the
administration did not want Israel to join the coalition because it feared tha} .
involvement would alienate the Arab countries that had already agreed to Jo the
alliance. Israel agreed to stay out of the coalition and not retaliate if attacked in order |
to allow the coalition’s greater resources to deal with Hussein.

J

Source: “George H. W. Bush. Foreign Affairs.” Miller Center of Public Affairs. http://millercenter.org/
academic/americanpresident/bush/essays/biography/5.

oyment of U.S. troops to the

curity Council passed Resolulign
d that Iraq withdraw “immediately

t Israel’s

e

Source D
Cartoon by Nicholas Garland first published in The Independent (UK) September 12, 1990.

“W‘C......'QDQQQ..I..l....n0't!ol...t...vu..stltlul..ln-n-o-n-v-o .o
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- Questions _

' 1 :g:?ltme:tr?;lomr:}erﬁa?eem efflc?rlio gzseﬂg ie Bush 3 With referen igi

Iraq without miltary action? e O o My & o b e
b What is the message of source D7 studying the Gulf War of 1991n. ek
et o e R e e ity
. * action against Iraq in 1;%:) and ;r;;h]e sl sy

LY
Penes
LA
SRR scvencsnsvsncesnsasennon,

"o e

-2
5
e

.

B

.2‘......oooooc.oonco--.,,..'....
..l"‘...-...

tsow
'..U.ﬂ.'"9..0'.0'0"'-‘.‘..'.."

invasion was not only condemned b

_but also the Soviet Union, r ; :
n the Gorbachev-led M budding relationship
: ed USSR and the United
%211 of the Berlin W nited States after the
e n Wall and the accompanying collapse of
ist rule throughout Eastern Europe. When United States
fo;'ces yvere depl?yed, Bush announced the four principles
d gmde Qperanon Desert Shield: the immediate and
_ thhdrawal.fyom Kuwait, the restoration of the Kuwaiti
n nt, the s,t_a}nhty of the region, and protection of US
Tt was at _thl,s time that George Bush began to apply
diplomacy and work the contacts he had developed

Y the United States and its

ihCKuWaiﬁgovemmentmountedapublic sGs00secssccssossnenss
o1 ding mjllions Of dollars in the United States Discussion point
d ion of the Iragis from Kuwait. Included
 15-year-old Kuwaiti girl,

Leaders and nations

Compare the administration’s
approach to the actions of

iped infants out of Panama's Manuel Noriega
to die. The story was and Irag's Saddam Hussein.

How did President Bush
distinguish between the
citizens of the two countries
and their leaders?

Assess the policy statements
and discuss the decisions
made.

peated by the press,
by the president himself.

sessenesessecrssenns

) (certainly there was
ess during the Irag—

SeshedsssRssesORRDANIRITRRRNSRE,
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The president’s popularity soared at the conclusion of Op;l’aﬂ"n
Desert Storm. There were few US casualties. Bush had led a
coalition of nations, many providing manpower and some atmed
including Japan, forbidden by its constitution from using nsthe Y
forces except for defense, provided significant funds. It WflS

major operation of what Bush hoped would become the “new 2
world order.” Some were critical of Bush for halting the war befor
the Iraqi army was destroyed and Saddam Hussein removefi, but
Bush defended the cease-fire. The Security Council resolutions
stated that Iraq had to withdraw to positions held on August 1,
1990, therefore there was no authority for the United States .tO
continue into Iraq. Furthermore, removing Hussein could shift 'the
balance of power in the region to the favor of Iran and if Hussein
was removed the United States would be an occupying force for a
long time, a state of affairs Bush did not want. Leaving Saddam
Hussein in power did cause problems for the United States in

future years.

The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
To many observers the Cold War was already over when George
Bush became president. Several increasingly friendly meetings
between Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald Reagan had taken place in
the preceding four years, and in 1988 the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan ended. Bush, who practiced caution and exhibited a
calm demeanor in domestic affairs, exhibited a similar deliberateness
when dealing with the Soviet Union. The slow approach was called
pauza (meaning pause) by the Soviets. But events in the region

: eemingly independent of the president. In 1989,

vt-hc first the Bush presidency, Poland, East Germany, Hungary,
Romania and the Baltic State gained independence from the USSR.
Gorbx tellite states break away, crucially revoking the

which, since 1968, advocated intervention to
ist state from leaving the fold.

ness of the events of autumn 1989 caught the
se and Intelligence agencies and President Bush
Pm‘:h of the western bloc boisterously rejoiced
came down, Bush maintained his typically
or. When criticized for his lack of passion and
" or Reaganesque grand speech befitting the
Cold War in the city that had been the focal
des of tension, Bush explained that he
the hardliners in the Kremlin an excuse to get
* the progress of the previous months by
n the Berlin Wall.

that ran through the middle of

’ ow Germany would reunite, A

,f.]ggpastamd the present affected

the Russian fear of a united

ny’s economy to the USSR, and the

! >d Germany would become a

Germany, or become a neutral nation.

n as “Two-plus-Four” (East and West
, France, Great Britain and the



i TT00PS Would poy 1 VeTe:
viet Union, plagued byoth“:‘:ry assistance 1o ag 225“‘: nllfl!ave, : Role play :
gﬂct fluctuations, and the loss of xPen?es of the Afghanista cally  » Create groups of four or five: :
satellite nationg nWar, : One person plays George H. W. 3
ot only the events of Eastern ang ; * Bush, one Mikhail Gorbachev,
cy between the United States Central Europe that saw : and two or three leaders of .
the fall of the Berlin nd the Soviet Uniop . other countries (suggestions .
rin Wall and the e : * include, b limi s
tions over the future of Germ, culmination of : e, but are not limited to
any, Bush ¢ Cuba, Nicaragua, China, France,
nce in December and again in June to g _G°fbachev met ¢ Egypt, Hungary, Israel, Iran, :
f START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treare o, ¢ final : Nigeria, Poand,the UK e).
at the July 1991 Moscow Summit w saty) ; The treaty, * Each individual proposes a new |
egotiations that began in B ’Ic :;ls a major, concrete step * world order that their country 1
discussions of Mikhail GOrbachév eland, 1986, with the + would support. After sharing .
B iR 5 p e e
e i . :
B iih confintied Supposr(tng?rtb::; l:l;:’n:ack Gorbachey’s + outline of how it would operate.
ga month after the Moscow summit) fai.ledCo?fhatterf!pt in i e e
a hero of reform and rule of law. The i'JV;ISR Boris Yeltsin & 1o represent a nation. The group
S theSoviet Renubliccd : began to . would create a proposal for a .
. 7 epublics declared independence from the . new world order and present .
n. On Deqcmbcr 21, the Alma-Ata Protocol was signed by . it as a PowerPoint. The class .
tatives of all the Soviet Republics, declaring the end of the : would debate the merits and .
1 watched as Gorbachev, the man who thought  possible resuls of each proposal.
»Si'gnedaspl'esidentofthe 'n-oa---o--~o--n-ou-'-|'
tmas Day 1991.
‘enemy Bush employed his
) build a new world order. The idea
: al with problems around
d the bipolar world that had
n communist or anti-
f the administration wanted
by the collapse of the USSR
tinct was to look for
5. nd” did not come about as
§ ction in defense spending.
ce in the breakup of

pm]itsidesdcscended Moo-o-oooo----o...

troops into Somalia, 2 Different eras

creating a new world . e
e Cl.lltul'al Ompal'e e po icies an
ot actions of President Eisenhower
during the CIA-supported coup

in Guatemala in 1954 and the
Hungarian uprising in 1956 to
the US response to the
Tiananmen Square
demonstrations in 1989. What
actions did each president
take? How important were the
circumstances surrounding
each event? Did circumstances
dictate actions? Explain.
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discussions with the Chinese leadership. In the first m 4
administration the President had tried to work with the Chines
on the traditional rivalry with the USSR, but was u
Consequently, when Tiananmen occurred, the adm :
struggled for an effective response. Bush was concerned bk
stability of the Chinese leadership and its control of the Chines€
armed forces. In China, as opposed to Eastern Europe,. force won
and democracy lost. The Bush China policy worked wi
understanding that cultivating a sound relationship wit
military was critical for regional stability. To t
Democrats in Congress whaq, saw little reason to tolerate hu
violations on the part of the Chinese government, Bush seemed to
abandon the push for democracy. The Bush condemnation of the
Chinese crackdown was tepid in their eyes, but to the president,
prudence left options that rash statements would have eliminated.

President Bill Clinton, 1993-2001

Bill Clinton, the Democrat governor of Arkansas, a southern state,
was little known outside his region when he began his run for the
presidency. Clinton won the the nation’s highest office in a three-

onths of the mu}ndm M‘HN
ebased " requiresa majority of elecora
nsuccessful. for a candidate to become pr, ‘
inistration Each state is anoﬂedmmmh
h the of number of representatives ang
senators. Most of the 50 states ang
the Distrct o Columbia have “yippe,
ththe take all” elections, so it is possibje
h the Chinese for a candidate to win the majoriy
he vocal dismay of tbe electoral votes without obtaining g
man Hghts 4.t 5006 of the popular vete.

way contest with incumbent George Bush and Texas billionaire

Ross Perot, who ran a folksy campaign
focusing on patriotism, deficit reduction and
economic issues, but the result was Clinton
won an impressive majority of electoral
votes but received only 43% of the popular
votes cast.

Clinton, whose election campaign was based on
the phrase, “It’s the economy, stupid,” was most
interested in domestic policy,

especially healthcare. Even though he had
studied foreign policy at Georgetown, he
focused on domestic issues in the light of the
first presidential election after the fall of the
Soviet Union. His presidency was marked by
great failures and great triumphs in foreign
policy, domestic policy and personal travails.
Included in those episodes were Somalia,
‘Bosnia, Kosovo, healthcare, deficit reduction,
gay rights, racial, ethnic and gender diversity,
economic prosperity, a technological revolution
rket crash, and a presidential

hment trial for only the second time in

resident promising to
United States was the
'y in the world without a

re system, and it was estimated
) million Americans had

qulhm Jefferson Clinton

(1946-)
Unlike his predecessor, Clinton did
not come from wealth. His father
died just before he was bom, and
his mother was an alcoholic, he
was not a war hero (he had avoided
the draft), was charismatic, personable,
enjoyed domestic policy, and was quite polished. He had
a good education: Georgetown University, Oxford
University as a Rhodes Scholar, then Yale Law. He became
the youngest govemor in the country in 1978 at the age
of 32, lost his reelection attempt, then came back to sene
as govemor for four additional terms. Clinton was part of
the Democratic Leadership Coundil, a group of Democrats
who were more moderate and tended towards a view that
pragmatic policy formulation, combined with moderate
:l}?erahsm was the way to get elected and to rule. They

ffered on key points with liberals in supporting capita!
punishment and championing welfare reform. A risky
strategy for primary elections where the left wing of the
party was most powerful, Clinton managed to secure the

I rmocratic nomination for the presidency, despite
%lﬁpgynshpf marital infidelity and being labeled “Slick 4
the United E critcs. After senving two terms as presidert

- -nred States, Clinton moved to New York and his
wife, Hillary, won election to the United States Senate al
Clinton worked on many humanitarian pro lowing

his eight years in office, including AID
iy X ) d
Joining with his predeore.:s,-lorummA"‘."'s i

b




: ngly |; :
ut 15%, and-predlcted to keep risiﬁgy 13"1;&3 Portion of the (31;11! :
es in which technology haq decr'eas‘;dke Mmany other ;
R co

Jebt man ageable due to reduced Medicare P
'come.' 0 B s p erate' side, it would enable compani x
orofitability and invest in new technologies S © hang

{he nation grow. There seemed to be little donv;:xl:iigg Btk

pespite this, there was great opposition 1o the p]

~ealt o RET an. i
healthcare ref.orm as a significant expansi<§1 of lt,epublu:ans
sentially huge victory for the Clinton government, a

et : presidency and a cat
. the Democrats that could bring “Reagan Democrats” baikaliz;stto

h Also, healthcare reform would bri i
stem that worked for a majority of theb;?c:;)gull:is;xllvi;ﬁi?xgee iy
s of he‘althca.:rg reform helped to feed the uncertainty. Clinton
 wife, Hillary, an accomplished attorney and former
f education reform in Arkansas during Clinton’s
[ as head of the task force. The task force—appointed
edicine, managed care, and finance—met in private.
's relationship with the president reportedly caused
) mute their criticism of proposals that she favored.
ippeared that the Clintons were forming policy
t reminded many of corrupt old-style
osal came out, it exceeded 1,000 pages.
-d to present Congress with a complete
ther than present specific goals
let congressional committees hash out
TS . court forced the
the task force public,
nt Clinton announced

< fierce. Republicans led
omplex, and

d small business
had it.
The famous

'l...Ill.l..llQ..l..O.l.

Discussion point

glooking back in history

Following the First World War,
Woodrow Wilson advocated in
his 8 January 1918 “Fourteen
Points” speech to a joint
session of Congress that there
should only be “Open
covenants of peace, openly
arrived at’

......C...-.

How open should
governmental processes
‘be in a democracy?
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when Clinton’s name was part of the question, Clinton had spent
whatever political capital he had on reforming healthcare. The failure
of the proposal was a huge defeat for his presidency.

The economy

When looked at as a whole, the eight Clinton years brought strong
economic growth. There was low inflation, low unemployment

and sustained increases in GDP averaging 4% per year. Worker
productivity was on the increase. An ever-increasing federal deficit,
despite the Bush budget deal, was converted into a budget surplus by
the end of Clinton’s second term. A look at economic data supports
the strong economy of the Clinton era. In January 1993, when
Clinton entered office, unemployment stood at 7.3%. Four years
later it had dropped to 5.3% and when Clinton left office,
unemployment stood at 3.9%.

The question is how much of the economic success was due to
Clinton policies. Was he lucky or good or both? One argument is that
the deregulation and policies of the Reagan-Bush years set the stage
for sustained economic growth. But the legacy also included a
massive federal debt. Clinton understood the need to get the federal
budget under control. His first budget passed only because Democrats
held majorities in both houses. The budget contained aggressive
deficit reduction strategies. Several times during his presidency,
especially when he was weakened by scandal, Republicans pressed
for tax cuts as the deficit receded. Clinton resisted the pressure and
pushed a second deficit reduction program in 1997.

The $290 billion deficit that Clinton inherited became a $124 billion
surplus when he left. Many economists argue that as the federal

W nent competes for loan dollars when it runs a deficit,

g the government’s borrowing lowers interest rates by

re capital available for investment. Clinton, following the
asury Secretary Robert Rubin, followed a controversial
ong dollar. Conventional wisdom said that to increase

e allowed for a low-inflation economy and provided
0 Iﬁoﬁtg e inflation-averse Federal Reserve not to raise interest
slow the economic expansion.

her nations as he looked at the United States

omy. Clinton promoted the North American

AFTA) against the voices of labor

: ; , t supporters of Democrats), a treaty that George

li | o on, and it was approved by the Congress in 1993,
e sods rld Trade Organization (WTO) to encourage

rce. The administration also provided funds

Asian economies, as well as through the

d (IMF). The assistance was unpopular
ft and the right.

| favor of Republicans. Voter anger at
hical questions revolving around the
Republicans taking over the
rich offered a “Contract with America”

sbvevrsnncn,,,
"

President’s policies

Remember to continue addin,
to the table you created at the .
beginning of the sectionon ~ *
presidents’ policies.

A‘ﬂvity tesecerensnns,,,
- Online activity

“Harry and Louise”

Watch several “Harry and
Louise” commercials on
YouTube.

1 Identify the message of each
advertisement. Then, describe
the theme of the campaign,

What was the origin of the ads -
and what was the purpose?

3 Explain the values and
limitations of the Harry and
Louise campaign for historians  +
studying the failure of ;
healthcare reform during
the 1990s.

"ernecscsesncesnsssnnton’t
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Discussion point

Economic successes

Answer the following question:

1 To what extent were the
economic successes of the
Clinton administration the
result of
a The actions of the two
previous presidents
Clinton’s own policies

¢ Economic factors :
beyond the control of
the president?
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tpromised smaller and more egjy
sgvercly weake_ned and soon after {
nat he was “still relevant.” The pre
‘ ) with a hostile legislature, he

he embraced welfare reform traditi
id that it was time to move peopl
campaignmg for election, Clinton

the promise to “end welfare as we knoy it” soy
poor” rhetoric, but in a growing €conomy jobs l
Training was included as part of the legislation
much of the bill. Federal aid to families witp do':
replaced with block grants to states. The devol
state authority was a departure from tradition
succeeded in getting the minimum wage raise
Tax Credit was expanded, too. Due to the gr
| the new laws welfare rolls dropped by half.

Diversity in government appointments

During the 1992 campaign Clinton said that he
wanted a presidential cabinet that looked like
the United States, meaning his cabinet
secretaries would feature racial and ethnic
minorities as well as women. Although he ran
into trouble with two ill-considered nominees
for Attorney General, the heads of the

xecutive departments did indeed differ in

en took a prominent place in many parts
 administration: Janet Reno became the
ale attorney general, Donna Shallala
inted Secretary of Health and Human
and Madeleine Albright was the
appointed ambassador to the
ations, later becoming Secretary of
O’Leary, the Secretary of Energy
an American, as was Dr Jocelyn
new surgeon general. Other womexn
f prominence in the
1 American appointees
: ecretary, Ron Brown,

ical 8OvVernmen;
h‘e election he
sident’s worgs
had 1o change
Onally a Repyy,
€ from “welfay,
eferred to him
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Television drama

The West Wing TV series, created by Aaron Sorkin, that
was originally broadcast on NBC from September 22,
1999 to May 14, 2006, features a fictional White House
administration, loosely inspired by the Clinton era in
government.

Choose an episode and reflect on the policies and
personalities being discussed in relation to real life policies
and issues in government in the 1980s and 1990s.
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A White House cabinet meeting in January 1993,
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5 Personal times, thys lifting her

can President: An Online Reference

1 a What evidence is there in Source B that issues

President ClintOn?

surrounding impeachment affected the actions of

Cartoon by Bill McArthur, featuring Benjamin Netanyahu,
Yasser Arafat, and Bill Clinton. First published in The
Glasgow Herald. December 14, 1998.

3 With reference to their origin and purpose, assess the
values and limitations of sources B and C for historians
researching the Clinton presidency.

4 Using the sources and your own kncn,vledge, evaluate
the affect of the Whitewater and Lewinsky §canda|s on
the ability of Bill Clinton to carry out his policy goals.
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7 ¢ Into the 21st century, 1980-2000

The scandals themselves were peripheral to the policies of the cis
president. However, the controversies, which spam.xed both tfi /
demanded significant attention from Clinton and hl§ staff, al;h
weakened the president in dealings with the legislative branch.
Clinton was accused of attempting to distract the col'u.xtl’.Y by .
launching missile strikes — even his foreign policy initiatives Wer ¢
questioned by critics who citied the scandals. Many obser-ver . o
United States politics claimed potential legislative accomphShm.en
had gone unrealized because of the scandals. Thus, the allegat-lonsil
which became known as Whitewater, are critical to understanding the
Clinton presidency.

The main scandal, Whitewater, revolved around real estate
investment linked with a Savings and Loan that involved dosF
friends of the Clintons. Attorney General Janet Reno, the chief law
enforcement officer of the federal government appointed a
Republican as an independent counsel, but a three-judge panel felt
that Reno, a presidential appointee, could not be sufficiently
independent. Kenneth Starr, an attorney and former federal judge
with numerous conservative connections, was appointed instead.
Starr pursued his investigation with vigor and expanding resources.
The investigation soon went beyond the limited Whitewater
allegations to many aspects of Clinton’s public and private life. To
Clinton’s critics the reach of Starr’s investigation was appropriate for
a man they believed had committed many crimes and abuses of
power, but to supporters the Starr inquiries were a witch hunt. Due
to the independent counsel law, people could be prosecuted for
crimes unrelated to the original reason for the counsel’s
appointment. Starr defended the scope of the investigation as
necessary etting to the heart of Clinton’s activities.

continued for several years without charges being

7 the Supreme Court ruled that a lawsuit by

- Clinton for sexual harassment while he was

sas to go forward, disregarding arguments that it

he sitting president from his duties. Clinton’s affair

nica Lewinsky came to light. The independent counsel
er oath and questioned him, reasoning that his

a pattern of illicit activity. The veracity, or lack

nt’s testimony became the foundation of

on. As evidence of Clinton’s affair became

¢ tawdriness of the affair affected the president’s

17 August 1998 Clinton gave a televised address

d to an affair he had previously adamantly

ed cting any cover up.

s report to the House of Representatives. After

es of impeachment were passed: perjury and

Ihe Senate trial took place in 1999. At times,

1€ a surreal discussion of whether lying about

ed as a high crime or misdemeanor as intended

ors. In the end the Senate failed 1o convict

charge, with 45 of 100 members in favor of a

d 50 yot‘ing that he was guilty of obstruction of
te is required for 4 guilty verdict). There were

uitted, but tainted, president’s term, In
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Ethics

1 How are public ethics linkeq
fo private ethics?

2 To what extent are ethica|

codes situational rather than
absolute?

How do ethics inform g,
expectations of people i
public office? Research
the history of issues of
impeachment.

i




¥ Underestimageq the sitting

discrimination 1lssue that had some Parallels 1o g
to ban racial segregation in the armed for arry Truman's
ise on winning the election to €¢S was Clinton’s

y 5 end the bap
in the military. A court decision, hOWeVe‘;“f::mosexuals
. > - forced cli
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€ or the planning. : 3

i d openl i
the United States armed forces continued to ef dug'eg::]}’e;:cruns,

rvatives, numerous veterans, and the milita

ed any changes, but after more than six morl;i,hts0 glti);?ciix

ed “don’t ask, don't tell,” a policy that allowed homosexuals to
secret. A soldier could not reveal and the military could not

he or she was gay. The policy pleased few people. A more

ctive bill came out of Congress, but the essential elements of

compromise became the policy of the armed forces.

4

Sassssssnne

sidency focusing almost exclusively on the
after counting presidential speeches and
president spent 10% of his efforts on
linton was the first president elected since
he long Cold War contest, it is
as on domestic affairs. For the first
as (¢ ecific international target—
1 which to focus. Near the end of his
‘a new world order, and the
tv to create a new US foreign
fairs have a way of

energy and attention the €ase woulg deman;h € amount of Ac:v':(y 3 h A St
. - . anking the three
,mosexuals in the military presidents

Rapk'ing presidents is a favorite
activity of many historians.

Using the information from
your presidential policies table,
examine each presidents’
successes and failures.
Decide the extent to which
outside events influence or
interfered with presidential
actions.

Examine the domestic goal of
the presidents upon entering
office and evaluate the extent
to which each accomplished
his objectives.

Based on those three factors,
rank the presidents.
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supporting multinational alliances, and a policy of intervention thge
became known as the Clinton Doctrine. Clinton, explaining why
United States was at times involved in places seemingly beyond the e
scope of the US national interest, said: “... what are the consequenc
to our security of letting conflicts fester and spread. We cannot,
indeed, we should not, do everything or be everywhere. But where
we can make a difference, we must be prepared to do so.” For a man
elected to fix domestic problems, a full foreign affairs agenda faced
the new president.

Afica Acﬂ"m Rbd bt ST T

Unexpectedly, two nations in Africa, Somalia and Rwanda: l.)ec?me Research ;
part of the United State’s foreign policy portfolio. U.S. policies In For what reasons did the Unitg ;
each nation were largely unsuccessful and brought a great dgal of Nations Security Council choose *
criticism: inyolvement in Somalia and a lack of involvement in to withdraw the vast majoriy of
Rwanda. peacekeeping forces in Rwanda |

U.S. involvement in Somalia began in August 1992, six months ®erevevsnsevesnsinceny,s
before Clinton took office. Beginning with food delivery, the U.S.

joined a United Task Force (UNITAF) of almost 40,000 soldiers from

twenty countries in December to provide needed security in the war-

torn nation. The task force, including 26,000 U.S. troops, operated in. =~ | .o svscveccossssaaan,,,

e®tssensasoyw

Somalia until May 1993. An effort followed to create a manageable TOK Link
tion for Somalis. The United States reduced troops to 4,000, but
in Somalia. Different Somali factions drove through Language ;
) What is genocide? In your .

judgement were the mass
killings in Rwanda genocide? ~ *
Why do labels matter? ;

inton added marines, but in a limited mission soldiers ®ecssecssseenarasnennest
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mges OfdeadUS marinesbeing dragged through e®00nsosnne -o.-ocuonnocc..
Discussion point

To what extent is Tony Lake's
statement that the United
States could not solve “other
people's problems” consistent
with US foreign policy in the
20th century?

]
et
“ecccssnnsnnsnnennns’

malia descended into further disarray with
itrol in the absence of foreign forces. Critics of
m;lia a fiasco while supporters, still admitting
ed the previous president for getting into the
won foreign policy mission failed to achieve

© advancement was an important compone
nd !fb‘reign;poli'cies;"lmportant trade ey
TT, WTO, and fast-track action on
his two terms Clinton advocated
ushing for increased global commerce

X lic antagonized traditional Democratic
ns and environmental groups.
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ot AFTA), a trade agreement between c N Free Trade Agreeme
nited States. Upon entering the wh; anada, Mexico, ang th o

position was fierce, and include he did so. @

ctories w](:il:d le.a\fe the United States for ch

exico, ta i%m millions of .jobs with them. Coer?per labor in

ct, a cc:immM MENLt 1o regional economic jnge 8IesS approved the

resenteem ;’:11;0 with the OPportunity to anrirc:uon' i

vestment. Environmental provisions were 5 new foreign

concern of environmentalists who f, s0 included, a

g : elt that X
~ yould simply relocate to the countries Withpt(;xueu;;:ft industries
’ restrictive

: : dministrati
would stimulate Mexico’s economy, sta::irl;lztil:;:;1 t}:;pse dlithat i
alinas

response the Zapatista National Liberati
: ration Army rose up i
) e of Chiapas. Overall, NAFTA was an early success gsl? tge
acreased more than 20% in the first year alone piten

Clinton hoped that NAFTA wo i

he 1994 General Agreement on Taﬁﬁ::ingr'(l)':;g: l(er:’?rg)e =

sotiations with Europe and Japan. GATT was a set of

national commerce rules with enforcement provisions.

oal was to increase trade between countries by reducing

barriers in an equitable manner. GATT was to open new

ce the price of imports, allowing the US

in ways not possible in eras of tariff wars and

3 sult of the negotiations was the creation of

ld Trade Organization (WTO) by 75 GATT members.
an WTO officially began on in 1995.

rmed as an organization to regulate trade

had enforcement powers. But the

Discussion point

Economic sovereignty

Two critical components of a
nation state's authority are
political and territorial
sovereignty. In what ways and
to what extent is economic
sovereignty critical to the
survival and success of a state?
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Clinton, undeterred by Seattle, looked across the ocean to the

emerging market of China and, gnoring China’s human l’ishtsto
violations, granted Permanent Normal Trading Partner status
China the following year, easing China’s entry into the WTO.

Europe
After the breakup of the Soviet empire, many parts of Europe e
in turmoil. Economic and political integration caused uncertainty
many former countries of the Soviet Bloc. One such area was the
former Yugoslavia. In 1992, Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina took up
arms against each other. The Serbs quickly gained the advant'age_ and
took Bosnian towns, burning homes and killing and raping civilians.
As the world watched atrocities, NATO and the United States did
little to stop the war. Against the advice of many foreign policy
advisors, stating that involvement was not of US national intere.st,
the Clinton administration embarked on efforts to stop the war in the
Balkans. The United Nations declared “safe areas” but the Serbian
armed forces disregarded enclaves and continued killing. By 1995,
the Clinton administration tired of the violence, pushed NATO to
act. Led by the United States, NATO repeatedly bombed Serbian
positions. The September air raids had the desired effect, driving the
Serbian leader, Slobodan Milosevic, to negotiations. The talks took
place in Dayton, Ohio, in November and the Dayton Accords were
signed in Paris the following month. Clinton sent 20,000 troops to
enforce the agreement. The troops succeeded in keeping peace and
setting the stage for elections in 1996.

Serbia did not stop its war-making with the Dayton Accords. Serbia
entered into a conflict in the province of ethnic Albanian dominated
Kosovo. After attacks by the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), the
superior-armed Serbian army began an offensive, resulting in the
us civilians. Atrocities by the Serbians, resulting in
dead Albanians, again came to the attention of the
community. After repeated attempts to come to an

h Milosevic to stop the fighting, in 1999, NATO

' bombing campaign against Serbia. Again,

g in talks, Serbia agreed to withdraw from
States, United Kingdom, France and Russia

n of the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact, the

“ork‘e'd for a safer and stable Europe. A topic of

disposal of nuclear weapons and the stock of

rking with Senator Sam Nunn, a legislator

e, and his Republican counterpart, Richard

vided for monitoring and securing of

erous materials, and the dismantling of

nton supported IMF loans to Russia
even as Yeltsin faded in popularity
eased. Finally, several former Warsaw

gary and the Czech Republic, became

that no NATO weapons or troops

s similar to the Two-Plus-Four

f Germany.
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Process

glinton’s foreign policy flexibility was w

“hen both the Senate and House vy eakened from January 1995
among the actions of the new ¢ Onge:’SiI:)nder Republican control,
reduction of foreign aid by more than 20:/181 leadership was the
additional conditions: it directed the State‘;ﬁ Congress added

co.umry as cooperating in the drug war to bee g;gi':l‘;fil to certify a
cnntqn chose' to continue the anti-drug focus of the n(:)atriecellve a}d.
Am_c.nca.n policy, but did change emphasis from drug int::nS Ijemn
e__p;q;c.atlon a.nd cartel-busting. While the Clinton Doctrine i;lt]?.n (;0
cohesive policy in Latin American to strengthen democracies :nlz s
cxpand markets, it can also be viewed as a series of individual event
dealt with as circumstances permitted. T

aiti posed a difficult problem for the new president. Haitian refugees

floating to the United States on boats and rafts had been prevented
reaching shore by the Coast Guard and returned to Haiti by the
administration. The sitting president took no steps to restore
rtrand Aristide to power. During his election campaign
took the position of restoring Aristide to power, criticizing

denying refugees of the dictatorial regime
But, after winning the election, he reversed
ion in response to media reports that
ands of Haitians were about to getin
ade boats to flee to the United States. The

ons worked out an agreement with the

ow Aristide to return. In October 1993,

: re confronted by Haitian

d not allowed to come ashore.

. By June 1994, Clinton

vithout the threat of force

er pressure from political

-t, Clinton took the lead
ty Council to pass a

UN troops:
an occupying

Vicki Huddleston on

the car was not
e . The protesters shouted that they would not allow
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An anti-Aristide protester kicks the car carrying US diplomat
11 October, 1993, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti,

allowed entry to the sea port to welcome

force in their country.
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Haiti, Raoul Cedras. In the same speech he demanded the Haitian,
rtuler and military supporters relinquish power immediately- ke
day, after arrangements by former president Carter, a meeting “’1
military leaders and Carter, Democratic Senator Sam Nunn, an
General Collin Powell took place. Two days later the negotiators i
reached an agreement that allowed Aristide to return to power:

hitch came when Cedras was informed that US forces were about 10
invade, but Clinton called off the invasion and the agreement ik
signed. Eventually, after further negotiations, 20,000 US soldiers came
ashore to secure Haiti. On October 15, Aristide was reinstated as
president. Clinton’s efforts resulted in the restoration of a fledgling
democracy. Two years later, US troops left Haiti.

Summit of the Americas

In December 1993, the Clinton administration decided to follow up .011
NAFTA with a meeting of the heads of the 34 leaders of Latin American
democracies—the Summit of the Americas. The meeting took place in
Miami a year later, just after the Republican election landslide. To the
Clinton Administration, the summit was an advancement of both
domestic and foreign policy. The focus on the economy demanded
expanding markets for domestically produced goods and the evolving
Cﬁn  Doctrine added promotion of democracy to the first priority.
The it of the Americas was a prime opportunity.

vas a gathering of the leaders of 33 democratic states
umericas and President Salinas of Mexico, a one-party state. By
1994 conference, the countries of the region had reduced

s by 80% through a variety of trade pacts. The summit

eclaration of Principles supporting democracy,

on, free trade, and sustainable development. There

1t to create a Free Trade Area of the Americas by 2005.

ambitious one, and Clinton was unable to convince
ongress to confirm the agreement or work toward

1 of the Americas (FTAA).

I phs and setbacks can be viewed as symptoms of

I as a developing policy of enlargement

ined by an uncooperative Congress.

olence on several continents, an

‘and absence of the stability of a bi-polar

licy legacy is still debated.
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Comparing doctrines

Using a Venn Diagram, compare
the foreign policy doctrines of
Reagan, Bush, and Clinton,
Draw a circle for each president
and place policies where they
intersect (and with which world

sgt%0cnebasencones
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A poster presentation

Review the human rights policies
and actions of the Reagan, Bush
and Clinton administrations
toward Latin American military
dictatorships. Choose one
president and, using specific
examples, create a poster either
praising or criticizing his human
rights focus.

.
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