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; TeThe festoration of democracy in Latin America

The restoration of democracy in Latin

America
:. .O...‘..........
1977, all but f9ur countries in Latip America were headed b i
tho ritarian regimes, and most of those were mili :
The 1980s and 1990s saw democracy return or co
countries of Latin America. In South America

with varying success. Cuba Was a notable exception to this trend.
Several Central American nations, most after significant periods of
war, such as Guatemala and EJ Salvador, slowly worked their way
- into democratic forms of government.

Following the Second World War, Import Substitution

Industrialization (ISI) proved a success to most Latin American

economies through the expansion of industry, improvements in 2
employment and real wages, as well as the transfer of technology.
into the region. In the political-e '
struggles ov: distrib
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divity cssesscsenssreve,
Neoliberalism

Using search engines and
economics reference works,
establish a class definition of
neoliberalism as government
economic policy between 1980
and 2000. The class can be
divided in small groups to
research different perspectives.
Useful resources for this would be
the UN Economic Commission for

i i tation of
i _ A good example is the implemen
b eon g gusto Pinochet between 1973

similar policies by Chilean dictator Au

and 198p;: installiyng as his economic advisors many'PhDs wh(s> :
studied with Friedman and were known as the “Chicago Boya;es "
Countries following neoliberalism generally saw steady incre e
GDP. This came at a great social cost: higher unen.1plloyx.'nent, #
wages, and an increase in the number of people. lfvmg ‘m poverty.
Economic disruption, social dislocation, and political violence

both on the part of those seeking to maintain control and those
challenging the established order generated many changes over

the next two decades. In Guatemala, it sparked the birth of .
revolutionary movements. In Bolivia, it ignited a strong reaction by

>

the coca-growers union in the 1980s. Democracies emerged and Latin America (or ECLA, also
retreated; the particular structures of governments were a result of known by its Spanish acronym
tradition, power relationships, and circumstances on the grqund, i CEPAL), with headquarters in
especially those related to the end of the Cold War. Economic policy Santiago, Chile.

changes sometimes accompanied the political transformations,
but outside forces often determined the degree of change as

See www.edac.org and online
references such as www.

e P00 RAT RGO ERNANYRSRNAENNOONONRABORORBERGLY

globalization increased. oxfordreference.com available

through your school or local library.
Histo'icalexplanaﬁons P s B0000R0R000RRORRRTS O
‘Some historians have pointed to three significant themes that may

o g

Adivﬂy evsessccssssssena,

Neopopulism

In groups, or individually,
research definitions of
neopopulism and compare
notes in dass to come up with a
working definition for your class.

®osscescccsncsensacsssss®



who were more focused on the
their broader electoral constitue

vias oljen neutralized through a mechanism for voters 1o express
hen V‘ers;les directly. Consequently, the €merging democracies of
Latin America were shaped by a variety of fo i

forms of government, ty of forces that influenced the

Latin American scholarship views the resurgence of democracy in the
region from different perspectives. Argentine political scientist
Enrique Peruzzotti writes that in Argentina, since the end of military
authoritarian regimes in 1983, the country has been able to resolve
crises using representative institutions. He maintains that human
rights abuses by military governments have made the public demand
constitutional and institutional solutions. Brazilian political scientist
Maria Pereira da Nobrega Jr. describes these ruling
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Geography

impenetrable jungles in ¢ Ly
[he east make communication and massive ﬁvel's in
s Commerce betwee %
difficult. Efforts' tq form cohesjye legislative Bodies thl:: communities
were severely limited by the ime < S Akl ahgeg

he equatorig) region,

t of a vacuum of power, notably the
caudillos of the 19th century, like Argentina’s Juan Manuel de Rosas.
Dictatorships, often out of reach of the people most negatively ¢
affected by government’s policies, were able to thrive . 0
overthrown by powerful factions placing their support elsewhere,
often resulting in the imposition of yet another autocrati regime.
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Culturalism -ion is based on

A third explanation for the authoritarian tradmo:ﬂl;bil S oaly
culture. Spain and Portugal influenced Latin Amt thr;)ugh the
through economic and governmental control, btl; i Porruguese
establishment of the Iberian culture. The Spanis S anhur ch. A belief
colonies were also under influence of the Qathoh(?ll C erSOH. o
in the legitimacy of a rigid hierarchy in V.Vhl('h eact fmobﬂit}h In
specific place is the antithesis of economic and socia i
many Latin American communities, a stable, unchang ?nty e
with respect for authority was valued above mg }mcelxl‘ta o
dynamic one, such as in the United States. Additionally fl bt
understood the “general will” of the people acted on their 5 n.ce
Thus, the cultural combination of faith in hierarchy and prelere

for stability provided the necessary conditions for dictatorships.

On top of these explanations was the development of the C0_1d War
and, in 1959, the Cuban Revolution and its effect on the Latin
American republics. To the United States, the most impo-rtant
component of relations in the Americas was the prevention of
another Cuba and establishment of communism in countries to the
south. This led the United States to support anti-democratic and

often corrupt regimes which violated human rights. Thousands of
soldiers from Latin America were trained in counterinsurgency tactics
at the School of the Americas in Fort Benning, Georgia. Many
officers who trained there were later accused of human rights
violations and some became dictators themselves, employing brutal
measures to keep opposition at bay. The additional influence the
United States exerted post-1945 led to anti-American sentiments and
increased nationalism in Latin American countries, both feelings that
populist leaders and movements could exploit. The give-and-take
a"ﬁ"iﬁcsof*legi’slames?weighingfcompeﬁng‘ide‘as were a weak
©opposition to the strong message of a single voice.
ywhen examining the progress of democratic governments in the final

des ot the 20th century, five questions come to mind.

PR

TOK Link

Language

Why do scholars attempt
to categorize explanations?
How does labeling affect
understanding?
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Democracy chart

Make a chart with each of the
five questions as a heading.
Add a row for each country
examined in this chapter, and
take notes as you read
through the evidence.

.
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At coa i

The burden became a crisis and, in 1975, the
military replaced Velasco with General Francisco
Morales Bermuidez. During his presidency, in a
pattern seen in other Latin American countries
such as Chile, an austerity program was put in
place as forcefully suggested by the IMF. Peri had
significant foreign debt, and the IMF imposed
conditions for the continuance of loans. The urban
working class saw their wages reduced by 40%
percent. Morales followed IMF guidelines in
attempting to implement a plan of economic
decentralization, austerity, and open access of
Peruvian economic resources to foreign
investment, meaning state-owned industries
would be privatized. The

S gaesnsese
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Tieary strikes to N EAlgmya:
e military strl " T0K Link

funds. Rising violence caused Belatinde to us i
g olence contributed to

suppress the opposition groups. The rise in Vi : .
civil instability, and the military, seeing a lack of pf)pular support, : Ways_ of |.(.nOWIng.
decided to shift Peru’s leadership to a civilian presidency. : Whatis political charisma?

. What is the role of emotion

Belatinde's presidential term ended in 1985. The charism.atic, 36-year- . i molifics? What is the 1ol of
old Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana (APRA) candidate, Alan * political rhetoric (language)
Garcia, won the 1985 general election. APRA, a party founded 'mkl to . in leadership? In what ways
1924, also controlled the bicameral legislature. Garcia acted quickly - do charisma and rhetoric

repair Peru’s problems, beginning with the economy. He expanded - compliment and distort the

the government’s role in the economy by freezing prices, reducing - workings of democratic states?

interest rates and devaluing the Peruvian currency. Wages were. . : :

increased as taxes were cut. All the changes placed more real “sols” in 9 Is it preferable that a s
government make '

the hands of consumers, resulting in greater demand. The
government, seeing the social unrest in the highland areas where the
Shining Path was expanding its influence, began programs to aid
small farms. All the changes resulted in a short-term growth in the
economy, but also an increased trade deficit. To free the government
to pursue his growth policies, Garcia defaulted on foreign debt
obligations. The economy soon collapsed as new loans were not
available and labor unrest caused entire industries to halt production.
Additional actions by the APRA government only accelerated the
collapse as GDP declined by a third and inflation rose to 7,500% by
the end of the decade. Civilian leadership only seemed to accelerate
Perti’s social and economic decline.

decisions rationally—to
the exclusion of emotion?

P
fesmen

"200000ne o000 RESPIOLRERSETY

to divil violence. He won an outright victory.
‘l'l:n_eg:'_lc on of Fujimori began Per(’s retrez
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Incumbent President of Peru, Alberto Fujimori, campaigns in a poor neighborhood on
the outskirts of Lima during national elections in 1990.

gains went to a select few. Furthermore, the programs had doubled
foreign debt and increased the trade deficit, making Peru into a net
debtor nation.

As the decade came to a close, Fujimori once more exercised his
dictatorial powers. When the Supreme Court ruled that he could not
run for president again, he removed the justices. He authorized
phone taps on political opponents and whatever opposition press still
existed was beaten, kidnapped and tortured. The tactics led to
candidate Alejandro Toledo denouncing the elections as fraud and
withdrawing. Popular support for Fujimori all but disappeared. There
was a general strike and protests in the street. Toledo helped rally
Peruvians against the authoritarian regime. The Peruvian Congress
finally acted and removed Fujimori from the presidency. He left for
exile in Japan.

Soescon0oonagw
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Discussion point

Important concepts to
consider:

1 How did shifting leadership
affect the restoration of
democracy in Perti?

2 Evaluate the importance of
political opposition and
economic conditions for
democracy in Pert.

3 Why was Fujimori at first
able to assume greater
powers?

4 What makes populism
appealing to voters?
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Argentina: democra

presidential authorict; and expanded

conducted a “dirty war” again

of people “disappeared.” Thro

solidified power and initially wea

ugh violent mea

ns the military

_ k e
the left. Seeing a need to addres. ened the opposition, especially on

the weak economy, Finance
Mini.ster José Alfredo Martinez de
Hoz imposed neoliberal economic
reforms. The changes resulted in
massive inflation and the
destruction of many large
Argentine corporations. The
number of people living in
poverty quadrupled. Eventually,
the brutality of the government
and the worsening economic
conditions opened a fissure in the
foundation of military rule. There
was growing opposition.
Community organizations like the
Neighbor’s Commission, organized
protests over taxes, inflated food
prices, housing, and health,
among other issues. The most

Nora Morales de Cortifias (1931-)
Nora Morales de Cortifas is an Argentine
housewife and mother, whose 24-year old
son, a Perdnist, disappeared in 1977. After

looking for him in morgues and police stations,

she and her family tried appealing to courts of
i the Church, the Pope and human rights
* associations. She still has no news of what

children. In 1980, they adopted the
Cortifias is one of the original
human rights association
ce o finding out the truth about
killed over 30,000 Argentines.

Assessing historical
similarities and
differences

Research opposition

movements in other countries

of the Americas or in other
regions.

1 What conditions are
necessary for protest
movements to succeed?

2 What constitutes success?

CQQCI'lcotnco-cco-u-oo-'

S EARERNAsGENONOOBIROIRAS
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famous of the protest organizations was the
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo. The women
occupied the central plaza in Buenos Aires and
demanded the return of their “disappeared”
children and grandchildren. Their courage in
the face of the brutal military became a symbol
of principled and brave opposition. The
combination of protest movements and
economic disarray further widened the crack
in the foundation.

In 1981General Videla turned over power

to General Roberto Viola, who served for

the better part of one year before the
commander-in-chief of the army, General
Leopoldo Galtieri assumed the presidency.
Galtieri, inheriting a worsening economy and
a huge foreign debt, saw challenges to the
military’s rule. He decided to whip up
nationalist fever by starting a war against the
British over the Malvinas (Falkland) Islands.
In April 1982, Argentina attacked the
British-held Falklands, 300 miles off the coast
of Argentina. The military expected little

opposition from the United Kingdom and no interference from the
United States. The reality was different, as the British reacted to a
challenge to their national honor and fought to maintain their
territory. The United States lent support to the British as well. The
war lasted over two months with almost a thousand

combatants killed, Argentina’s forces suffering most of the losses.
Argentina suffered a humiliating defeat. The ruling generals were
discredited by the failed war, and in the face of military and
economic disaster (inflation was up to 400%), along with ongoing

..‘....OI.........O..‘..l.'..ll......'......lI.

Point of view

ﬂeneral Leopoldo Galtieri

(1926-2003)

tine Army officer who
gvz:i::mm the School of the
Americas in 1949. He was
commander in chief when the
military junta took over in 1976 and |
tried to divert attention from the abysma :
state of the country’s economy by waging a foreign war.
The first attempt was in 1978 against neighboring Chile
over three small islands in the Beagle Channel, but}hg
Pinochet govemment appealed to the pope for arbitration.
The second attempt at war was against the United Kingdom
over the South Atlantic Malvinas (Falkland) Islands. The war
lasted from April to June of 1982 and ended in defeat for
Argentina, as the UK rallied to defend the Islands. The_
United States, in a strong reversal of its Monroe Doctrine,
‘supported the European power. Galtieri resigned and was
~ sentenced to prison in 1986 for military incompetence, but

| soon released. In 2002 he was convicted of human rights
I in the 1980s. He died under house arrest in

Ranking importance

Cause and effect

When a historian makes an
argument, he or she must
decide what evidence is most
compelling. This activity will help
you to do so.

veue

.“s

Make a three column table of
the causes of the fall of one or
more military regimes between
1980-90 in Argentina, Chile,
Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay,
Bolivia, Guatemala, Honduras
and El Salvador: Column 1 is
“Causes”; column 2 is Level of
necessity”; column 3 is “Final
order”. Rank the factors in
terms of importance.

w
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i social unrest, the military alloweq the

lish s

reestablishment of civilian ryje i 1983, Activity:....... .~

Rratl Alfonsin, a human i o p >
ACRDE e Radicalncl;:rgiilg lfiCtMSt and Aéréwfm

elected president in 1983 i 'O party, was f8entina’s Perénist Justiciafista Party (PY)

;ggemer)t 'Mportant changes between 1980 and
0. Using the source suggested below or other
sources, find out how Per6nism's traditional labor
pamc_lpatlon and clientelist networks were
substltuteq. What is the role of unions in the P) and
what beapng did this have on the election of Carlos
Menem I 19897 How did diminishing union
influence help to draw middle-class support?
A gqod source is Transforming Labor-Based
Parties in Latin America: Argentine Peronism in
Comparative Perspective (Cambridge University

votes against a variety of cap didl:tge a majority of

also won control of the Jow, o hOus: Tfhe RCU
- bicameral legislature, whyije the rival (;’e:-}g;’ t
is

~ Partido Justicialista (PJ) vy -

the Senate. Alfonsnfn’s)ma(;:racrr)ils:ilsravlvl:z ?}i Seat.s iz
economy. By 1985, inflation was over 1 (;Oggn %
per annum. Argentinian industry was ' :
technologically backwards where it existed
at all. He rejected free market ideology and
implemented the Austral Plan. The austral Press, 2003) by Hanvrd professor and Agenine
became the new currency, replacing the peso. b S R
wages aIldpl'iGES’Wereoontr-olledbythe . S8 voescscrecnsnvesressnsnasnsennnsne®
government. Government spending was reduced
to lower the debt. Unions reacted to the
stabilization plan by leading 13 general strikes.
Inﬂaﬁon droppeddramaﬁcanytezs%. wm-nll.tc.Ql..oo.o-o.-o----ooooci .

el

....'....O..l-.‘...l.....-......
Peserscsevscnsonevcncnennsrnsonent

Alphonsin’s economic remedies did stabilize the ~ ; Linking the regional study with
economy, but unempl stayed high, the : topic 1
Gt S€ Was I talized jcontmuing *  The Malvinas—Falklands War is part of the Material

for Detailed Study in paper 2, topic 1. Explore the
causes of the war, the strategies and tactics of
Argentina and the United Kingdom, and the results
for both countries. Consider how you would answer
e following question in an essay:
To what extent was the Malvinas (Falklands)
" War responsible for the establishment of

ctsesmassanvssRsteessonvesae®
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¢ Beagle
rized by the
ty with

issues. The first was a possibility of war with Chile over th
Channel Islands. Even though it was not specifically autho
constitution, in 1984 Alfonsin initiated a referendum on a trea s
Chile over the disputed islands. In appealing to the Pe(fple' Pres blic
Alfonsin used direct democracy to push his foreign policy. The gu %
voted for the treaty and war was averted. Alfonsin also had'to e

with the perpetrators of the violence during the “dirty war.” The
creation of procedures to punish members of the militar).' for t}?e
thousands of people who were kidnapped and tortured, mclud{ng q
many deaths, fell to the Alfonsin administration. There were m.als an
convictions of top military officials who served significant time in
prison. Alfonsin did not prosecute low-rank soldiers on the grounds
that they had simply followed orders. His refusal to hold the soldiers
accountable infuriated many of his supporters. Alfonsin also faced
military revolts in 1987 and 1989, neither of which succeeded.

The combination of public anger over insufficient “dirty war”
prosecutions and the devastated economy led to the election of the
Perénist Partido Justicialista (PJ) party leader Carlos Menem in 1989.
Menem was governor of the small province of La Rioja, and used his L
neopopulist outsider appeal to win the presidency. He took office six
months early after Alfonsin resigned. His supporters expected him to )
repeal the economic policies of his predecessor, but he did the
opposite. In fact, Menem appointed many neoliberals and
representatives of big business to his cabinet, including economics
minister Domingo Cavallo. Menem immediately began to
concentrate power in the executive branch. From 1989 to 1994, he
issued 336 legislative orders known as “Need and Urgency Decrees”.
These had the effect of law without legislative action. The
concentration of legislative power with the executive was a huge
change, as only 25 such decrees had been issued from 1853 until the




unemployment, the increa

disapproval of governmeng 8¢ of people in
. Y OrTuption, A Poverty, ang
- Work, Justice, and Education - €W party, the Allja Activity - -
g . A ’ n ‘..'.O.I......
groups) gained control of (2 Combina .

; the lo ¢ :
- Argentines were disillusioneg «\... 1 US¢ BY 1999 many Perli vs. Argentina

- preceding four years. 1995 brough e TMIC progress during the Debat? the following question: ~ *
caused by the Mexican Peso crisis ThCOnonmc problems partially ‘glhuch transition to A
A ; ’ e 2. = .
| of Argentina’ paricoation in MERCOROR v TSNNSO
originally between Argenting Branhl P a trade agreement ; e .
" tounravel. Trade, especially with Br. araguay, and Uruguay, began ~ : : :
: important for cenah Brazil, became increasingly . Consider the following factors: &
e g mic growth, so when Brazil devalued its . Degree of political participation &
Cy in 1999, effectively making Argentine products SRy e Wil e :
1 expensive and Brazilian ones more affordable, Argenti m e SHERIRED o valie policy :
4 deficit exploded, causing severe economic dist'ressg Then::vter:tgel | aes: eﬁec?veness p :
rose to incl: ; d eve . economic policies; :
clude more than one out of five Argentines. e effectjveneﬁg of foreign g
The !999 elections resulted in the election of the Alliance’s :. piloRs; b fights
;:landldate, Fernando de la Riia. The new government was, kD e
owever, restricted by the control of the senate by the PJ
: party. By
2000, the national debt had risen to $155 billion. In response to AT RS LT
mtern.::\tional economic pressures, de la Rua instituted harsh The IMF
austerity measures including reducing wages and pensions for The Intemational Monetary
public workers, cutting total government expenditures by a fifth. Fund (IMF) refused to bail
Many segments of the public saw increased privatization and Argentina out and the country

reliance on the international economy to the point of perceived

subservience to foreign economic powers as the cause of their

economic misfortune. President de la Riia resigned in 2000 as the
public lost confidence in his leadership.

plunged into economic chaos.
What is the role of the IMF in
Latin America? How did IMF
lending conditions affect
Argentina between 1980 and
20007 The Argentine economy
went into the steepest drop
since the Great Depression.
Find out what happened to

“the country's per capita
income, unemployment,
exports and other economic
indicators. How did this affect
the Argentine people?
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approval by voters. By 1984, in the face of opolansky (1944-)
Y Lucia Topo

economic disarray, the military was forced to A,
abdicate power and Uruguay returned to ‘LUda ng“g?gd?: who in
democracy. The reestablishment of democracy Umsu.aYizeg the Tupamaros,
confirmed the power of the traditional parties, but 196IZ:f‘t(|?st raiade

a rewritten constitution created the opportunity for th:e acién Nacional (MLN),
the success of the Frente Amplio (Broad Front), \Lnjh e; ohe was in her 20. An
a leftist coalition. By the end of the century, urban guerilla movement, she lived

Uruguay’s civilian democracy was solidly in place. underground (iiterally, in the se_wers'), but was
arrested in 1970, tortured and imprisoned. She was
released in the amnesty of 1985. Topolansky then
ioined legitimate politics as the leader of the

Like other South American countries, Uruguay
experienced economic difficulties in the late 1960s.

Urban guerilla movements such as the Tupanmaros, joINecite AT 2

an armge: leftist guerrilla group, contributed to {“'_ov’m:;";g_rg; tgaAm%agf gg;‘é/%'o::] ;:?h!;t =

political instability and a highly repressive military ga“ﬁi n party. She was e:l ected mayor, then to the

regime took power in 1973, the first one in N en of D s d finally to the Senate. She
o House of Deputies and finally ;

Uruguay’s history. The one area that was left to H n'iép resident of the Uruguayan Senate, and fist

civilian administration was the economic program. i ¢ of the nation when her husband, José Mujica,
The program, run by Alejandro Végh Villegas for the | ] afonnertupamaro. was elected in 2010.
initial two-year phase, was one of free markets, g

some lower tariffs to protect home industries,
significant public investment in infrastructure, the
abolition of corporate income tax, and promotion of exports. The
economy grew the first six years of the regime’s rule. Corporate
profits rose, but real wages fell significantly, so that by 1984 real
earnings were less than half what they were in 1968. Much of the
decline was caused by anti-inflationary measures that followed Végh
Villegas’ resignation.
The brutal military dictatorship suppressed political activity, and was
»specially harsh o politicians of the left. In 1976, facing elections,
rdabe anted t lish political parties, but military leaders
nal political parties as an essential stabilizing
Tu As a result, Bordaberry was forced out and a
ed. To protect its power, the




Colorados 7% behind. In 1983
repre§ef;} ativesl began talks w;
The civilian politician vs. mil: :
rivalry was the source of ;?gli:ltfig :tfflcer
disagreements. Eventually, the pjg,,
withdrew; follawed by the Coloradoscei‘ch
govermment responded by suspenduan
public political activity, g all

¢ and the publi
responded with a demo"s’tratio,f)in ¢

Montevideo (the capital) of

! a qua illi
people calling for a return to t‘llle i
1966 constitution,

the new
th the regime.

The military rulers faced a dilemma. They
wanted to withdraw from power and to return
to their traditional role within a civilian
government as both the political and economic
structures unraveled, but they did not want
leftist elements to take power. Talks resumed in
1984, as the traditional parties and the military
wanted a solution before the radical left gained
enough support to win elections. The strategy

included legalizing the leftist political coalition known at Frente
Amplio (Broad Front), and freeing their leader, Liber Seregni, from
captivity. But, a prominent leader of the Blancos, Wilson Ferreira
s arrested trying to enter the country. The military
g  Aldunate was attempting to strike a
The rumor had the desired effect, and

Te )
The restoration of democracy in Latin America
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Continuity and change

Case study: Uruguay

1 Why did the military seek to
retum to its traditional role?

2 Towhat extent was the
Uruguayan restoration of
‘democracy a retum to
tradition? To what extent
‘was change necessary?

3 Research how the Blanco
 changed over the history of
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963, and granting legal

e Movimiento de Liberacion
unced violence late
had provided a solid

;1;;;1211}' opposed the government since 1

g Iparty_ y status to its political arm, th

s fi (MLN) aha the Marxist rebel group reno

e ecade. By the end of his term, Sanguinetti
or the reestablishment of democracy.

ates and parties, a

In e

BIatrltlcs ::::35?““ , a contest of several candid

el F ke ;glg;sl electefi president. Luis Alberto Lacalle was the
only Bl e e presidency in the 20th century. Elected with
Heal pare deve{’ODUlar vote, Lacalle worked with the traditional
growth and lower i‘:ff’le‘fonomlc policies designed to stimulate
privatize many gove ation. Lacalle proposed a law that would
approved in 1991 Ttrlnm e fflflCﬁonS, which the legislature
referendum; and t'he-: ;’IPPQSIUOD parties demanded a national
rejected by thfee-’foﬁr:)hsowmg year the law was overwhelmingly
the electoral weaknes of the voters. The 1992 defeat confirmed
the Blancos. The <:omb-s of _the administration and public rejection of
executive led to the frlnatmn of a divided legislature and weak
Other referendums in:lq";em use of consultas in this time period

a modification of the rlil ed approval of cost of living ﬂdillstme;lts
funding for educati ; vatization law, an attempt to increase :
system. The elecﬁo:: thand a reform of the social security
representation to the B o ey cmg yeais [ater gave mor

the main three par ‘;if;i%tgiﬁnhont in the balance of seats of ”
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Source D .
' Questions )
| 1 What evidence is there
| military regime comm
2 What conclusion do sou
response of post-dictatorst ;
rights violations by the military?
3 Referring to origin and pu
limitations of sources A an
govemnment's | ‘
during the period of dictatorship.

Relatives of the disappeared marching in Montevideo,
Uruguay.

Source: Etchart, Julio & Hopkinson, Amanda (eds.). 1992.
The Forbidden Rainbow: Images and voices. London:
Serpent’s Tail.

O R R I I I N R R T

.
i I N

Brazil: establishing democracy

Brazil came to democracy after two decades of military and
authoritarian rule. When the 1980s began, the military was firmly
entrenched in power. The problems of the country were numerous,
an economy weakened by the oil crises of the 1970s and a huge
national debt, massive poverty, violence, unequal land and income
distribution that led to homelessness for the rural poor, and
consumer demand so lethargic that it could not support industries.
The military regimes sought solutions through neoliberal economic
policies and strict political control, along with the support of private
militias that controlled unrest in rural areas. As the military
dictatorships | 1ore unpopular in the 1980s, the leadership
‘ ntrol slightly. Freer elections eventually took
re vernment went to popular
tled into a presic

ere in source A that Uruguay's
tted human rights violations?
rces B and C reach about the
hip govemments to human

mpose, discuss the values and
d B for historians studying the
approach to human rights violations

Using the documents and your own knowledge, discuss
the societal impact of, and the response to, human‘
rights violations by the military during the dictatorship.
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commonplace for children over the age of tep t
work. Inflation was over 2 %

00% and j
500% by mid-decade. Income distril;ﬁg'::s?li %
uneven, became more SO, limiting the puréha:viraxys
ability of the middle classes, 100. The econom wgas
largely based on exports, anq multinationa] 3
corporations which funneled profigs out of the
country exercised control o

intr . Ver almost half of the
major industrial corporations and mines. In

addition, foreign debt increased from an already
high $55 billion to $85 billion,

Ivival leyel]. It was

Long-running land disputes accelerated. The land-
grabbing increased when the Trans-Amazonian
Highway and connected roads were completed.
Most of the arable farmland was owned by

just 3% of the population. Brazil’s Amazon
Development Agency furthered the interests of
agribusiness by subsidizing cattle ranchers. As land
became more accessible in the Amazon region,
19 out of 20 new landholdings were granted to
existing large farmers and ranchers. The new,

7 ® The restoration of democracy in Latin America
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7 ® Into the 21st century, 1980~2000
instituted

Stabilization Plan, commonly called Plan Cruzado. The Plan e

austerity measures including freezing wages and prices. m::) A new
the cost of utilities and raising taxes on alcohol and tc.)baccbi.l o
currency, the cruzado, was introduced to add economic sta y-

Brazil under a new constitution

Beginning in 1987 and continuing into the following year a
constitutional convention was held to draft a new constitution.

The constitution included provisions for direct democracy: ('mly the
National Assembly could vote to hold a referendum, but citizens
could submit a proposal to the Chamber of Deputies. Citizens, even
the illiterate, could vote if they were over 16 years of age. The
constitution allowed for the participation of multiple political parties.
The constitution was effective as of October 1988. In March 1990,
the first democratically elected president took office, Fernando Collor
de Mello. A charismatic man and favorite of the elites, Collor de
Mello followed policies that helped secure economic interests. As in
other Latin American countries, the IMF influenced policies in
exchange for loans. Collor de Mello reduced government spending,
reduced the negotiating power of unions, and moved to privatize
state functions. The economic policies made government more
efficient, but GDP dropped, interest rates rose, unemployment rose,
and government debt increased. The land disputes in rural areas
worsened, but the administration rarely intervened to investigate the
murder of hundreds of activists. The Brazilian people became
increasingly dissatisfied with Collor de Mello.

Soon a corruption scandal hit the Collor de Mello administration.
The president and his associates were accused of taking over

30 million dollars through misappropriation of public funds.

As the National Assembly moved to impeach him, in 1992, Collor de
Mello resigned, averting a potential national crisis in the fledgling
democracy. The office was assumed by vice

president Itamar Franco. Franco sought to fix the

economy but did not have a particular philosophy,
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government should coHMuQ?ISCS:)II’i;‘:SH llssue was whether the Rion
switch to greéter state control ang 4 fejzrc;:;m}omc policies or Direct dem?cracy vs.
with international financia] Institutions, Th Ol overt cooperation representative
Luiz Inagio da Silva (popularly knoyn s 1. Workers Party candidate SovsEment
finance minister Cardoso, 1. 1Y OWn as Lula) was up against 1 The dlass selects an issue
health improvements, ang 1. Fan on a platform of agrarian reform, suich as "How many points
Cisn e n Cd}lcatlonal reform and increased funding an assignment should be,”
' : espected sociologist, won the election and continued G houod ghuad e
with his program of austerity measures, but did increase educati jena it st
- funding by a third. Exports increased duri . 0. cafeteria. Then, the dlass is
. d Aty : eased during the first years of the dided o 4 16.6 ou
] Car .o.so a : m{strat-lon, but unemployment stayed high and most k) g g ps.
Bra.zﬂxans sull. lived in p.overt‘y-. The weak economy suffered a blow representative for the dass
during the Asian ﬁnzgnaal crisis of 1997 and Cardoso raised interest legislature. The dass also
rates 1o an astronomical 40% in an attempt to stabilize the currency. selects a president.

He raised taxes and cut spending again in an attempt to put the

2 The legislature meets

government’s foreign obligations under control. The austerity separately to consider the

measures had the predicted effect: the economy slowed and Brazil issue and makesa

entered a severe recession. The recession did not spare the rural legislative c:gston glhout

farming communities, with five million farm families now landless. ms rest

This homelessness was despite a land reform law passed in 1993 that e

allowed the government to seize and redistribute land that was 3 wnszfz'on ﬂ;‘ Sy

largely unused b wner. Little was done to enact this law in e T

it 98 ers. The farmers,aided by the Catholic 4 P Sk
People’s Movement. The movement mm' oy Ty
; the will of the populace was

carried out by the two
different methods.
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‘Levels of success
1 Fom a group of four
2 Decide on the aiteria each

- group will use to evaluate
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