IB07-3



7 » Into the 21st century, 1980-2000

Into the 21st century: the United States

the 20th century saw significant changes

The last two decades of i from the Cold

within the United States. The focus of leader.s shiftec 5
War to working within an increasingly mulu-cel‘ncrcd W(:I; ¢ ;an g
The period was marked by significant technological changes rang
from the introduction and growth of cell phones, personal iy
computers, and the formation and transformation of lhe‘lnlt me
from part of the defense industry and scientific community to a "
commercial World Wide Web. The 1980s and 1990s saw cha_llcngtb
in the areas of health, with the AIDS epidemic, and the environment
with acid rain, ozone layer depletion, and an increasing awareness of
global climate change. The concept of globalization came to the
forefront as the impact of communication technologies increased the
flow of information and capital across international boundaries.
Popular culture evolved across the diverse geographical regions of
the United States. New cable channels such as CNN, ESPN, and MTV
challenged to primacy of the big three networks: ABC, CBS, and
NBC. The video-cassette and the Compact Disc (CD) began to change
the way Americans enjoyed entertainment at home. New trends in
music included “hip hop” and “grunge,” while self-help books and
suspense thrillers were among bestselling books. Films in the 1980s
included the Cold War themed Rocky IV and Red Dawn and in the
1990s Clint Eastwood’s western, Unforgiven, and the James Cameron
blockbuster Titanic. Singer and actress Madonna became a cultural
symbol in, and of, the 1980s, combining showmanship, artistry,
assertiveness, sexuality and materialism. In sports, Magic Johnson,
Larry Bird, and Michael Jordan made professional basketball a
popular sport, and in the closing years of the 1990s, teenage sisters
Venus and Serena Williams re-popularized tennis in the United
States. It was indeed a busy 20 years.

Technology
Technological evolution and revolution drove
many, but not all of the social and cultural
changes of the latter part of the 20th century.
Developments in technology changed the way
people in the United States worked,
communicated with each other and entertained
- It also influenced the way
ent was created and introduced new
ito the vocabulary. Areas worthy of
nation are the personal computer, the
1d the mobile phone. These two
! vailable network system
people worked and
use of this, ideas, products
around the nation and
into homes and
1d was understood.

mMost Americans had of the computer,

In the 19605 and 1970s the mainframe computer was the image




The computer
T *1nto the 21st century:
ry: the United States
Th? Corfl;.)uter had been used in gover
u: 1vers.1t1fes, and Industry for decades ﬂTI}r:er}t,
the mainirame compuyter was familj - 1he idea of
people, even though hoy ar to most

computer became sma]j e
and consumers did not h

size along with user-

friendly software made the
Imost as commonplace as the

teleyision by 2000. During the 1960s and 1970s Microsoft founders Bill Gates and Paul Allen were all smiles in
varous microcomputers—a term that would bel _c:i%'3 L {8 =5 M2 00¢ fouthe ey loptip and
replac.ed by the phrase personal computer (PC)— R G s

were invented. Manufacturers such as Hewlett-Packard and Micro

Instrumentation and Telemetry Systems (MITS) produced machines. A‘ﬁvm b ol RN ] o
The MITS Altair (1975) featured a programming language called - Analyzing advertising :
BASIC, the precise Altair Basic was written and licensed by future G b d
Microsoft founders, Paul Allen and Bill Gates. The computer sold . SEZ:S,YTS& ffa?-_?,:tggh :
in kits, at a cost of only $400, but were mainly purchased by  Commercial. Watch the ‘
enthusiasts. Its functions were still quite limited. The next year - advertisement.

..

brought the Apple I, followed a year later by the Apple II and the 1 Whatis the message of the  ©
Tandy Radio Shack TRS-80, each new development bringing greater advertisement?

capability to do what is now called word processing as wellastoplay  © 3 \who or what does the
games. The greater capabilities of these machines helped bring more

on-screen face and voice

computers into homes. The TRS required no prior knowledge of symbolize?
computers to use, and it sold 10,000 units in the first month. 3 Who is the gray audience
supposed to be?

important year for the PC. IBM brought out its first
the appropriately named IBM PC, and the first
buter was manufactured by the Osborne Computer

1981 was an
desktop m

4 Understanding US culture:
For what reasons was the

P R N )
LT Tl L R N )

1 ed only 24 pounds. Soon KayPro mr:s;r:g;):oadcast
ter as well. All the computers offered a owd forre?
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Steve Jobs (left) and Steve Wozniak, co-founders of Apple Computer Inc, at the first
West Coast Computer Faire, April 16-17, 1977.

full array of business software: spreadsheet, database, and word
processing. In 1984, the Apple Macintosh, debuting at $2,495, half
the $4,997 base price of the “econobox” Chevrolet Chevette or the
$5, 249 standard two-door Honda Civic, was introduced by an
advertisement broadcast only once, during the Super Bowl football
championship game. The “Mac” was the first personal computer to
come with “What You See Is What You Get” (WYSIWYG) graphics.
The first Microsoft graphical interface was released in 1985, but was
limited in capability compared to the Macintosh. The graphical
interface made the computer significantly more useable for many
computer-illiterate consumers. The evolution of personal computer
capability and an increase in affordability shows in the number of
PCs in use. In 1981, just over two million were on desks in the
United States. In 1985 the number was 25 million, but the growth
rate slowed to a doubling by 1990 (54 million PCs). By 2000, there
were 161 million personal computers in use in the United States.
Computers were in businesses, factories, schools, and homes.
Millions of children were exposed to word processing through ket B IC o B oCT (O TN X
programs such as Apple Writer and learned about westward i i i
expansion by playing Oregon Trail. In the office people used Discussion poimt
WordPerfect or WordStar. Accountants could create financial : Towhat extent did the
spreadsheets with Lotus 123 and sales managers kept track of clients computer revolution differ in
with dBase I1I+. Programs that were considered vital to the industr its effects on society from the
and drove users to purchase the supporting hardware or software : T o 04, S ecsing:
necessary for the programs to run became known as “killer What other technological
applications.” The growth in personal computers beotight An sctire innovations have had
industry with it: software. Not only were there business applications, SO it e vt

svee,

SesENORBINIERNARS

but software was created for drawing, music, des Peaple live?

il A » design, photograph
“to m late scanned phOlOﬂl’&phS) and thousands of gamesi.)h:, VVhy do some advances in
the first two decades, the focus seemed 1o be a dual focus on the technology have greater
physical PC (hardware) and programs (software). « impact than others?

.
$esescstcenavenaaenne?
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The rise of the PC ing
: ust
ecor;omlc bonanza for m?;lly)r(;'c‘liléced an
- Micr.
Appcarsios famous €Xamplesg ofo sssft 3,
ccessfyl

- Lotus (hor, | Wesniak (1s50.)

the foll(;vvlilng year. Collectively: l:z}clzch started Ste“ebbs,&emnder =
many of the companieg were locat use so A":'pl‘eCﬁrﬂpul!arsf. with Steve
Clara County, Californja ed in Sant, “‘“»-QZ'A tiak, was born the same
mgredicatof o , and Fhe main - Yer as Bill Gates. While in high
area Bopae L e aI;uSul:ir chip was silicon, the | ?vsheol 1r? California, Jobs ands
also saw the rise and falllo C?Irll valley. The erg em?';tes athe:vslestttlgmg
any companies After collen. Iorr hackard, the electronics giant.

An example is Ashton

dBase, considered a kil]

€T applicati i
released but failing by 1991?1;1&’1;:?3? s
bought out by Borland after a | s

ifespan of 11
years. Many people became extremely wealthy:

-Tate, the creator of

famous billionaires.

A number of issues grew along with computer
sales. By 1990, a rivalry had developed
be.tween the IBM PC hardware (and clones)
with its MS-DOS (Microsoft Disk Operating

Steve Jobs (‘955-) and Steve

Jobs and Wozniak got together

' formedAle Computer, with Wogztniak as meazisigner-

| engineer and Jobs working the business-marketing side

Of the partnership. Together, the two employed prior

ventions, such as T.gle mouse, to develop a user-

_ riendly computer. The Macintosh, known to most

Bill Gates and Steve Jobs were two of the most | PEOPIE 8 @ “Mac became a leader in innovative
persona puter design. The computer and software

jorite of creative artists. Apple became

later years for the iPod, a portable digital

er released in 2001 that became so popular

me now stands in for any pocket-sized

R AT R |
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e

System), and the Apple Mactintosh machine
and operating platform. Files produced by a
DOS-based computer and a Macintosh could not be read or shared
cross-platform. Even if conversion was possible, to the average
computer user, the compatibility issues forced companies and home
users to decide on one or the other. Loyalties developed along with
marketing strategies. Consumers used to electronic devices such as
televisions and phonographs had difficulty understanding why
they were supposed to buy upgrades to computers and software
that they’d just spent thousands of dollars acquiring and months
lea: ‘how to use. Even as capabilities and speed advanced,
ers used their home computers to keep their
do school work and play games. To keep

companies produced more attractive and
. o and software companies created more

s, along with new capabilities

lotoshop, released for

T ke Al SR o
The Internet |
w due t
sion of the PC was not only due to°
Thed:vx:;nmd software, but to a communications network ]tlhat had
har jop f om the early 19708 into a system that eventually o
fpeionel S i over i d through the World Wide Web. The
: e Internet, started ::ls a i
_ A
‘ s in 1969. It expanded quickly
b2 e anded the system beyond

~ [
te link to EUIOISS' t;i system grew im;]foo.ooo
esses. An email program

S ving email simpler, came 10.0¢
new users

o improvements in

users. The
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. : P
ernet through an Internet Service Prov'lier (ISP)
and then the modem,.wn a
1d negotiate a connection. This

connected to the Int :
by using a modem to dial the ISP

sequence of beeps and hisses, wou e
allowed home and business computer users to ¢

transfer files via FTP, often through Programs su.ch ?s I;t:)t;f;u :;11 N
Macintosh program that featured a simple graphic (()1 a ks
as a file was downloaded. At this stage, the user pa t; Fos
to go to get the files as there were no search eflgmes. :i g'a

signed up with “bulletin boards” where t%lose mtcrest; e
particular field could post messages and.ﬁles. Hux'ldre s 0 -
groups, usually open associations of online cqmnbutors wi b
common interests, ranging from hobbies to history and mathem,

to literature, also found vast numbers of users. The Ifnernet. was
becoming more than a way to connect and communicate with
others—it was becoming cyberspace.

In the early 1990s, the World Wide Web was added to the Intemet.'
ISPs such as Prodigy, America Online (AOL) and MSN made accessing
the Web easier. AOL, with its famous email client greeting, “You've
got mail,” was among the first of a series of ISPs that provided .
dedicated software to make connecting and using the Internet simple
for the new computer user. The AOL platform became so well-known
that it featured in the movie of the same name, You ‘ve Got Mail
(1998). Other Internet films from the 1990s included Hackers (1993)
and The Net (1995). The growth of the impact of the Internet is
illustrated by the fact that in 1990 the mainstream US media are
recorded as using the word “Internet” only 346 times. In 1995 there
were 71,000 mentions, and in 1999 over half a million.

ment of the browser made the Internet easier to use.
used browser was Mosaic, developed by the

7 n. r for Supercomputing Applications, University of

inois in ign-Urbana. It allowed the ordinary computer

user World Wide Web without needing to know

P, creating room in the ever-widening
inguage called hypertext markup

led web designers, often amateurs, to

d both text and graphics. The creative

€N page, connection
ni se. While many large

Nt agencies, and educaﬁonal
Speed) conne most

_—

Acﬂvity.................,

Infrastructures

Research the expansion

of previous technologies

and supporting/enabling
infrastructures: Telegraph and
telephone, railroad, electric
light, road transport. Can you
identify a relationship between
government and industry?
Compare another country in
the Americas to the United
States in the development
and expansion of three
technologies, including the
computer (Internet).

.
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their own broadbang Connect;

: ed Stat
people, Belgium g, Canada “e; ey

A study undertaken by the

: Ction, Te
5the: natdnate 2002' et a lowe i s Into the 21t century: the United States
than that of severa] gy, 8ure haq reached 1o, 1 11 OC of i
South Kore b oy o };ean Nations apq paled j © DUl wag Jegg 4 G 1 -
Broadband subscriptions p’;;‘WO users had 5 high:;: II(;Darison with - TOK Link
the same yeat the Unj; hiledio a simi : ;Onnection_ Vi i

S1on: in .

How do search engines direct

R knowledge acquisition?

University o 1 Choose five terms (may be

:1 Ugll.r.?t)e:zl:d that two-thirqs of the poplflaaltiifgrrln iefl'ul;os s : nitri g

a access, 769 % Gie Uni : :

of half bf TRbestiE: % of those useq €mail daily, ang LSl : 3 i‘ter :"e Sl
Sers had made ap onlin. DS ks

e-commerce totaled $150 b. on up f.r 'e purChase. In 2000, englnes- .

3 Record the top ten results of
each search engine. Analyze
the results in terms of
consistency and direction.

4 Go to search results

access as punishment. The Web : :,L?l;;.fg and drff?rznca

in the results when
compared to #1-10.

5 How do search engines
The flurry of Web activity spawned the dot-com bubble. Beginning direct knowledgee;1g .
with the IPO of Netscape in 1995, investors saw Internet and tech R e R e P TS
companies as good investments with the potential for high yields.
The peak years of 1998-2000 saw billions of dollars invested in new
offerings, creating a speculative bubble. In 1998, the average first day
increase in share value on a dot-com IPO was 22%. In 1999, the first
day increase averaged 71%, meaning that a dollar in company value
at the beginning of the day was worth $1.71 several hours later. The
bubble burst on March 10, 2000. In two years, the NASDAQ index
fell from 5133 to 1114 (a 78% drop). Hundreds of companies failed
and thousands of investors lost fortunes.
Tl  arowth of the Internet and increasing public reliance on
frive o Of. mmerce led to issues around access. Would
 the Internet, either due to geography or
cational, commercial, and informational
States already took for
nd geographic location were all
.ople with a college degree
nternet as those without

esacconessans

25% less viewing time. Spending time on the World Wide Web had
become a commonplace activity in less than a decade.

esscscnnsen

on found that
n $25,000 a year

mdividualsfﬁ : .» S A- te less thr::s it those above $50,000.
u‘s'e:d.:the. Ipt?ltl!,_lgt a; :nf?'gé 7 and 2001 the percentage of computer
‘ rtheless, : cmwith family incomes below $ 15.,000 grew from
gl inferpct DAgn) e differential in Internet use is _oftgn whgt_li
-Thc g)ividc 'l‘he study also showed tl;at Iéli‘;;f:mﬂc;"; ;
1 acsifications at faster rates lor tHIspatres -
1 dais?ﬁﬁi&s, Asian Americans, and P“’flgfemet
B ces in computer availability an
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The Digital divide

The following documents relate to the alleged disparity |
of computer technology between different racial and soci
in the United States in the 1990s.

Source A

in the availability
ioeconomic groups

Source B
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mob’le phene v

'umcl-mcao.o-boooooo-o'




7 © Into the 21st century, 1980-2000

: ! :
written to newspapers about etiquette. Whu; ‘Zla
it okay to talk on the phone? In a reslauranl. =
a bus stop? Being available more of the time was

sometimes a positive, but it became more difficult

to ignore a call.

The computer, the Internet, and the cell phone
were not the only technological advances in the llasl
two decades of the 20th century. Integrated circuits
(chips) became commonplace in automobiles,
household appliances, even toys. The Sony .
Walkman first accompanied early adapters in
1981, making music both portable and personal.
The video cassette recorder (VCR) could be found
connected to television sets, freeing viewers from
the time constraints of network broadcast schedules
and providing the movie industry with an entirely new way of
distributing films. The compact disc (CD) replaced the vinyl long- .
playing (LP) record album, provoking arguments over sound quality
and issues of copyright infringement. Unlike audio cassettes’ ana!og
degradation, CD “burners” made exact copies of digitized music; it was
impossible to tell a copy from the original. DVDs appeared at the end
of the 1990s, doing for video what the CD had done for audio. Millions
of homes had several, if not all, of the VCRs, CD players, DVD players,
internet-connected computers, and computerized game units, in living
rooms, family rooms and bedrooms. Many of the manufacturers of the
new electronic products were Japanese (for example, Sony), and
South Korean (Samsung), supplanting or buying US companies such
as RCA, Zenith and Motorola. By 2000, many devices that had not
been invented or affordable for common use decades earlier were a
part of the everyday life of the average consumer.

The effects of globalization on
the United States

Many discussions of globalization involve consideration of the

impact of US governmental policies and corporations on economies,
environments, and peoples, in lesser developed countries (LDCs).
Since the Second World War, the United States has generally pursued
a policy of trade liberalization, allowing for expanding markets for
American goods around the world. As the world's largest economy
during the 1980s and 1990s, the dollar was the world’s currency,
involved in most of the major international trade and financial
transactions around the globe. The United States promoted increased
trade (to many observers, mainly on its own terms), and exported
products from Coca Cola to garbage. It follows that the people and
businesses of the United States were the major beneficiaries of the
increased economic activity. A number of factors, however, test the
validity of this assumption. 3

This section turns the gaze around and examines th
: SR G i L eeffectof
globalization on the United States. A number of factors influenceq

the growing awareness of globalization, even if the term wags

unfamiliar. Increased trade volume and new 800ds from new places

Photo shows the comparative size of a
Sony Walkman cassette player and a
pack of cigarettes. The Walkman was
among the first of many Japanese
electronics products to dominate the US
market in the 1980s. Coincidentally,

as portable-personal music players
expanded in popularity, cigarette

sales declined.

The term early adopter came to mean

Discussion point

The format war over the video ~ *
cassette is similar to the .
format battle between HD and
Blu-Ray. Why do consumers :
and manufacturers seem to -
. settle on one format rather
*  than welcoming a variety?

°
B

©
$4o0vvesosnsovvcesnvens?

Globalization is a process of
interaction and integration
among the people, companies,
and governments of different
nations. It is a process driven
by international trade and
investment and aided by
information technology.

Globalization101.0rg
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gl e acturing fobic dropped - St century: the United States
same products became ip, omobiles at the same tim e ctivity -
SRS Or(‘lr f;smgly familiar. 1 Seemeg Imports of the Al B s P es s o :
immigrants artived frou a e street§ of US towns and qgt s : Class debate :
the Caribbean, and N America, East Asia o : s globalization good

’ the Horn of ica. Unfamil 'cslomhmSt e itz
. 1ar clothi

music, and ideas arrived wi, the ng, food,

1 Divide into groups by topic:

2000, one i : million neyy
?hyem wer:ne e ;en residents was of foreign bif;xop]e iia
not of European ancestry. The global lza‘naor; most of
sibly taking place in ¢

Positive effects

82?:;11;2:) & r]e)sul.ted L llu.mber of positive outcomes in the
€s. uring the period of increased globalization, the
number of jobs in the United States increased, as did GDP. In the last
quarter of the 20t¥1 century, employment for college-educated
women and men increased 400%. The 1980s and 1990s brought
significant and almost continuous economic growth. Consumers
benefitted enormously from the sheer variety of imports. Economists
: Christian Broda and David Weinstein argue that Americans
' underestimate the economic gains from increased foreign trade. They
argue that the economy experienced a net gain of $260 billion from
1972 to 2001 due to the increase in the variety of products available
in the United States. During those same years, the quantity of
different kinds of imported products more than doubled, and the
total variety of products grew from 75,000 to 259,000. It follows
that, for consumers, greater choice leads to many benefits. The gains
are higher quality, lower price, and the expansion of choices from
new fruits and vegetables, to clothing, washing 'machlnes and
% e sentially, most people in the United States
: g dard of living due, in part, to accelerated
; i US had greater access to new
ymple, the documentary,
999), a film about a

e’ ‘i’éﬂ,' symptomatic of an

zation .t he nation as a whole.
tural decline for the nation as & ¥ d
e S political right and
r from both the poli  with

e SRSCsARARSERNIINORANIRROIRRRPTRNS

€conomics, environment,
religion, health, conflict and
any additional topics the
class would like to discuss.
Each group researches their
chosen topic for different
countries from the Americas,
Asia, Africa, and Europe.
There should be as many
countries as group
members,

As a class, discuss the
benefits and disadvantages
of globalization for each
topic and decide whether
globalization is, on balance,
beneficial or harmful.

P eesnavevssassnsncernens
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rating shift of capital that
w factories an

d significant
llar workers.

The increase in global trade and the accele '
allowed for multinational corporations opening ne
ocean away from the factory that was closing', cause
worker dislocation, especially among well-paid blue co
workers in the Rust Belt lost their jobs as Japan, Korea
biles that had

ania and

d half of

Factory
and other nations exported steel and automo

previously been made in places like Pittsburg, Pennsylv
Detroit, Michigan. US automobile companies had produce
the world’s cars in 1960; by 1994 the figure was 25%. Garment
factories in the south closed as clothing manufacturing moved. to
Mexico and Malaysia. Nike opened a shoe factory in Vietnam 1n
1995. As a share of the total labor force, manufacturing jobs fell by
more than a third from 1980 to 2000. Even white collar jobs were
exported to countries such as India. As it became easier for
corporations to make products in places with lower wages and
fewer governmental regulations, to sell in more affluent

markets, the comparative advantage of the United States in
manufacturing and agriculture was declining. Government officials
watched as the trade deficit grew from a few billion dollars and
0.7% of GDP in 1980 to approximately$400 billion or 3.6% of GDP
in 2000. It seemed that, economically, the United States was losing
its world power status. Interestingly, people on both ends of the
political spectrum saw downsides in the evolving world system.
Unions, environmentalists, isolationists, small businesses, among
others felt that the increasing power of multinational corporations
and international financial institutions was causing a decline in the
political and economic status of the ordinary citizen, as well as the
degradation of the environment. The willingness to embrace
globalization worked against the interests of many workers and
communities in the United States and overseas. The opposition
resulted in a variety of protests exemplified by massive protests
against the World Trade Organization summit in Seattle,
Washington, in 1999.

Additionally, especially in the latter years of the
Clinton administration, the United States saw many
other nations challenging its global political position.
Conservatives, including Patrick Buchanan, claimed
that the United States was losing national sovereignty
to international institutions such as the International
Criminal Court and the United Nations. Leading up
to the 2000 Republican primary election campaign,
Buchanan said: “This then is a millennial struggle
that succeeds the Cold War: It is the struggle of
patriots of every nation against a world government
where all nations yield up their sovereignty and
fade away.” Others, including an organization called
the Project for a New American Century, wrote of
the -nec.e-ssity of US leadership in the century to come. In their vi
the United States could not relinquish its 20th-century hegemon;W'

The decline of US power would mean the decline of the United States

itself and an increase in crises around the world
| : s . They saw ] '
internationalist foreign policy as furthering that declizxe. el

The Rust Belt is the region of the
United States near the Great Lakes.
Once known as the industrial heartland,
factories producing steel, automobiles,

¢ s
~ product at a lower cost than another

Protest march against the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) through Capitol Hill
Seattle, before talks begin, November
27, 1999,
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The results of globalizatigp,
Ecgnomlcauy and Politically, globali
United States. The 1980s anq 199il)lmat
manufacturing jobs, A sd
: ER President

embrace internat 2 S Bush a :
L 1onal coalitions and o n(.i Cl.mton moved to
[« 0 grow. Job growth conyi rgamzauons, the .

1 my

the manufacturing s 2 nued in ¢ :
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ion i
had Mixed regy]ys in the

id see the decline of

reported, the proportj § €conomj
on o ; Mist Rus; :
economy had fallen ste, djlfy";?“llfactunng jobs as a D:’ltl:fo;erts . Change or continuity?
: ince t e .

ensuing 55 years, the ma““facturinhe Second World War. 1n the - Research the practice of :
rate than the rest of the €conom 8 Output rose at a slightly faster . lSNOtecnomsm e
workforce requiring the ys Y. He argues that a more edu : hmes' i el
machiieryice 1= 3 .e of more teChHOIOgicall 9 cated - lstqucal periods. How similar

i 0 the dedline in manufacturin Ry BiNldectongs the feadin
8! ation itself. Still, the shifys in empl £ ploymnent—aat SHict s much os fobor 10
dislocation and forced S Ployment sectors caused * international trade in the late

Y to move or accept a lower standard of 20th century compared to

1iv?ng. Job retraining was encoura
going to school was a challenge. 1
job sectors held the most potenti
1990s saw the United States wo
solve problems. Solutions to environmental problems, in particul

became more international with the approved Momréal PP;ot;zglar'

ged, but for middle-aged workers earlier times?
t was also difficult to anticipate what ~ : /S 2 variation on the above,
alina quickly shifting econo my. The you could research the

rking with international coalitions to beydsnos of progecianen) D
a country of your choice in

the Americas. How have
various interest groups reacted

"e

seve
sscsanenses

ce

regardi ion i
niatdmg ozonF dep}etmn in the 1980s and the unratified Kyoto ! to international economic

y concerning climate change in the 1990s. By 2000, the impact . pressures? .
of the many aspects of globalization was still a hotly debated topic. T RO :*

New concerns in health and the environment

The last 20 years of the century brought new concerns in both
healthcare and the environment. The two decades in this case study
began with President Reagan, who removed solar panels from the
roof of the White House, and ended with the close defeat in the
presidential election of 2000 of sitting vice president Al Gore,
author of the 1992 best seller The Earth in Balance. But, to view
environmental concerns through the lens of the White House is to
minimize the sheer quantity of issues. In a country as geographically
diverse as the United States the environmental issues were both _local
and national. Logging of old-growth forests provok.ed confrontations
the Pacific northwest and brought legislative action concerning
k£91:¢:;=t~sssm Alaska Pollution of land and water by toxic chemicals in
1 areas with unexplained high in idences of cancer and other
ﬁ detrimental health conditions brought headlines in loca:;nnd ¥
nationally influential papers, and were populanzed l?y f : s 5111 thj;
FErin Brockovich (2000, Dir. Steven Soderbergh). Sn.xdxes showe ;
icides used in agriculture caused illness in consumers an
e Ry Concerns regarding water quality were many.
agricultural G en, recreational boaters, and
R anst, i e ked for solutions as the
environmentalists wa

tched and wor . :
Chesapeake Bay was contaminated by nutrients from agricultural
I run-off and sewage.

Ocean fisheries suffered from over—fis:ﬁng.. Salfg
drinkin [ was a concern in cities across t.he country, ead 1tng
2 ! Wﬂtl; tion. Water shortages in the arid southwgst le of %
}iﬂﬁm&l ksis ? te;' allocation between farmers, the residents }(:cs o
2 . a:ifil;; vivr?dustry and environmentalists. Even the beac
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Long Island brought fears of a spoiled ecosyste

m when medical waste
washed up on the sands. Air pollution, often a local conceil;ln of
smoggy automobile-dominated cities such as Los Angeles o
California and industrial municipalities such as Gary i Indlaﬁufta o
garnered national attention. The location of high levels of po

and concerns over the effectiveness of government regula.uon e
enforcement caused some activists to level charges of enmmen :
racism. Lead from gasoline was deemed a health hazard and acid r:m
that was the result of the burning of sulfur-rich fossil fuels damage
not only watersheds in Canada and the northeastern United States,
but also caused building damage, including pitting the monuments
on the National Mall in Washington DC. Awareness of a quickly
growing “ozone hole” above the Antarctic followed by growing
concern of the effect of greenhouse gasses on the global climate
added to the plethora of environmental issues that confronted the
United States during the two decades.

Health concerns
rin, 90s, life spans of the average person in the
In fact, most health indicators showed

cans. Deaths from heart disease declined by
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0. The iy .
tabo s death of the movie WO k_ - i
legend Rock Hudson from Apps TKing with 5 graph
Bt o v o+ o
iz aylor holding , ~ People i
, aun 1,0 #ople living wi
Hud§0n it heined s 1%1 Otet 00,000 4 | __ New Hiv |:fgecv:;hr: 0,
public discussion ang action, 800,000
Another 1:*.IDS case, 13-year-olq
Ryan. White, provoked 4 strong S
reaction. White, a hemophiliac 400,000
contracted AIDS through a ' '
transfusion. When his school gl
found out, he was ba
campus, but in ti iy OJ
p 1 u in ume a Coun r': 7 i i u"\ 'L qI\ T T T T T T T T3
orderedtheschooltoallowhim g e e 'é- g 8 888 g g8
to attend. Classmates made fun e ayEvingd

of him, but Ryan White helped
change common perception of
the disease.

By the time of Hudson'’s death
and White’s diagnosis, more than
10,000 people had died of AIDS
in the United States. The number
of deaths per year increased
during the 1980s from 130 in
1981 to 51,000 in 1994. In 1993,
AIDS was the leading cause of
death for men aged 25-44,
reaching a quarter of all deaths for
that age group. AIDS rates among
minority groups increased in the
C o American men (in

esssaneeae

RIS

e S

ht 1e introduction

¥

with AIDS
treatment. For eX.
showed that a third
well-known religious 1
Falwell, the founder of
a pur ent to homos
.te homosexuality. Some
hg;?:mrrﬁﬂcc of HIV/AID
AIDS was a creation

e,

African

ple living with HIV/AIDS” became
ear that HIV/AIDS changed from

felt no duty to treat:
eaders called AIDS a

‘Moral Majority, as |
tg;u?; but aljso a punishment to societies that

e Lee wrote an ;
g h Ifénc_f_tha; AIDS was a “government

1o kill “gays

The graph above is from the Centers for Disease Control. It details

::g sprevalence of HIV infections and the number of people living with HIV/

Source: http://www.cdcgov/hiv/topics/surveillanceﬁmages/infections—lg.jpg

Questions
1 What does the solid blue line stand for?

When did people living with HIV/AIDS cross the 600,000 mark?

What was the peak year for new infections? Why?

Using your own knowledge and the graph, for what reasons did the
number of people living with HIV/AIDS continue to rise from 1994-90,
when new infections declined?

P e RN AANARAPRRAEINNERIBRANNIRENRENRaS

2
3
4

early 1990s: it accounted for a third of
the same age group) and 22% of
omen—the most affected groups in the United

of anti-retroviral drugs and death

being a manageable disease,
nense in healthcare provision.

con
punishment for sin. Jerry
said that AIDS was not only

American activists, seeing the

S in their communities, discussed the
of the United States Go_vemmen,t. In

essay that appeared in Rolling

and minorities.” A 1993
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greed with that

survey revealed that one-third of African Americans a,

mndusnl'.;xvl. But the 1990s also brought a shift among many Pﬂ’;ﬁ;ﬁs
compassion. At the 1991 Tony Awards, participants wore re ol
to illustrate awareness and concern for people living with AID d

ribbon is often cited as the first time that public pressure worked to
promote action on health issues. Also in 1991, Magic Johnson, a ;
basketball star for the Los Angeles Lakers, announced his retiremen 2
because of HIV, bringing an upbeat celebrity face to the fight against the
disease. The rap and cross-over group Salt’ n Pepa included a public
service announcement on their new CD, and the popular MTV sho_w
The Real World added a cast member with HIV/AIDS. Angels in America
(1991), a play by Tony Kushner on the subject of AIDS, won a Tony
Award. The 1993 film Philadelphia (Dir. Jonathan Demme), starring Tom
Hanks and Denzel Washington, two major Hollywood stars, focused on

the case of an attorney who was fired because he had AIDS. In the teesssscssacanans,

1990s, many school districts added AIDS education to their curriculums, St bics and pablic

often invoking heated debate within communities. Discussions of illness et P

and sexuality became more open and homosexuality appeared to gain healt

greater acceptance, as evidenced by the popular television show Will and A 1990 survey of African

Grace broadcast on NBC 1998-2006. American church-attendees in
five cities revealed that a third

'HIV/AIDS did not stop at the end of the 1990s. By then, many

nations around

believed that AIDS was an
artificial disease. Why might
some Americans have
suspected that HIV/AIDS was
a government conspiracy?
Research the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study (1930-72),
and its impact on African
American perceptions of
public healthcare conspiracies.
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puring the 1970s, cocain
middle class rose. Cocain

. ew.
the view that it wag not addials wie
epidemic that began 5 centuy
among the wealthy anq cqj

8 the wealip,
nsive Y and the uppey

: and worg.
ctlve. Of-mouth
ry befo(fee?: lt(;hi? forgotten the cosg;i?ed
€ United st
persistent use peaking in 19§§e educated rq ates.) Use

S€ in the ear]
Th S arly 1980s, wi
problems as emergency room od €re were indicationg of addictionmlh

among high 00 much money,” :
declinge, b%xt ;f:(()’[(:l St;adlllates rose until 1985 befgre lb):;igfxicr?;atg]e
e C0mparisongto teh cast educated, cocaine uge (originally quite
surpassing college & aforememioned groups), rose slowly until
cars fnia 8 graduates' n 1990 and high school graduates tvw
y €r. At1ts peak, cocaine users made up an esti ks
people aged 19-50. stimated 5% of

:};er:se Ty :ZiOCan.le use among the poor and less educated came with
matic drop in price. A new form of cocaine, crack—a rock that
was smoked rather than a powder usually ingested through the
nose'—brought the price to $5 a dose in New York City. Nevertheless,
the first reported consumers of the new form of cocaine were the
same upper-class cocaine users. It was after the low price created a
demand for larger markets for cocaine that the use of crack spread
significantly. Most reports record crack spreading quickly into poorer
neighborhoods with large minority populations in the mid-1980s. As
cocaine entered city neighborhoods, and left the privacy of living
{ rooms and businesses, its use became more visible. Violence
accompanied the new markets as gangs competed for turf, shooting
j and sometimes killing rivals. Between 1987 and 1989 firearm
fatalities among black males increased by 71%. Unlike crimes link(?d
with heroin in earlier decades, in which junkies committed r.obbenes
to get money to support their addiction, the majority of cocaine-
,, omi‘c:ide were committed by dealers protecting Or trying }0
n “turf wars.” As the shootings escalated, so did
| crack cocaine and violence also
e in sexually transmitted disease
ed to illegal drugs in the wc?mb.
 increase in incarceration
. late 1980s, many people in
cant problem worthy of

. D

o | iy s onied 4 d action by the Drug
-overnment responded with increase
Iji‘lxi?ofrccif;ilngtilgency (DEA). The DEA also funded sit;)at.e :lmcii lc(;caal task
i i + o Crime Control Act (1984) include
e o of assets. The 1986 Anti-Drug Abuse

‘ seizure :
jat alovied e sgémny for cocaine enforcement. The First

$8 million spe aine ¢ 1

Riagam began her “Just Say, ‘No, zmt?:sltg?m OM;nn};v 4

' formed to fight drug use. Amons e 2o 704
. _Free America. Nurerous news O

=3 Dr:gls included cocaine in all forms in drug

s:‘I‘»’:l;llé: eﬁgctiveness of public outreach was

o
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.................

What is the effect of
criminal penalties?
Research the debate over
disparity in criminal penalties
awarded for powder and

sePevansens

1 How much of a difference
was there in sentences for
powder cocaine possession
vs. crack cocaine possession?
What were the reasons
given for the different
sentending rules?

What were the effects of

e

Were the sentencing

GEBssORIDEIEOIERERONNS
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t its peax,
: . ile at a lower level tha forts may
uestioned as cocaine use, while a ment effo
gonsstt:xm into the latter half of the 1990s. Law Cf:ijoga‘: incarceration
have been more effective as crime levels fh'om;el s. The cocaine
rates remained high, especially for minority maies.

ers in 1980
epidemic that cost upper class people money and careas R
continued to burden communities across the country

ended.

Concerns about the environment

Concerns about the environment were numerous. Air polluuﬁrlll,
water pollution, radiation leaks, and chemical waste were am lg
the environmental hazards. However two places, the Lovs Cana
and Three Mile Island, and two global environmental t(?plcs, ozone
depletion and global climate change, became major topics for' ]
concern. While there are numerous problems, including dech_mng
fisheries, home pollutants (like asbestos) these places and topics
demanded a great deal of attention and action in the United States.

The Love Canal : ;
The Love Canal was constructed in the 1890s near the Niagara River

in New York to provide hydroelectric power. It was never used.
Instead, beginning in the 1920s, the site was used to dump chemical
waste until its closure in 1952. The following year the disposal site
was covered and sold for one dollar to the Niagara Falls Board of
Education. The school board was informed that chemical waste was
buried under the ground by the Hooker Chemical Company. Despite
the warnings, or because of a misunderstanding of the dangers, an
elementary schoo built on the site and in 1955 the 99th Street

( Homes were built as well, but homebuyers were not
Jinformation about the site’s potential hazards. From
70s, residents complained about odors and strange

the ground. The response of the school
2 clay. In 1976, the city




Three Mile Islang
Three Mile Islang (TMI) is 4 %

uclear POWer plan; in P

desi ; ennsylyanj
and human error, there B deficiencies, equipmemy faﬂumr:'

. Wasag
Reactor 2. Within, T evere meltdowr, of

»

4 non- i
The containment dome wag essential Personne]

Nuclear Power Industry appears straightforward. While plants under
construction at the time of Three Mile Island were completed, no
new nuclear plants have been approved and built since the accident.
) Many industry observers blame overreaction to the dangers of

: nuclear power plants for the halt in construction, but others point to
high initial construction costs requiring huge amounts of up-front
investment capital compared to coal and natural gas power
generators. Three Mile Island did make the public suspicious of

sent the Montreal Protocol Treaty
eag‘?treaty committed nations to reduce
mok effect on January 1, 1989, and
emicals. In the 1990s, new
some redesign of
) in the 1990s to

the single most

Perha

. CofrarEg 'ttodAté.'
g oful international agreement to
K- - suwsful ~oncern that gained significant public aue;xstion:
ond global concern as global climate change. In the 18905,
1 l%w B 2% thatponuﬁoncouldmuse
therbimy 4 1980s that reports of

lic attention. In 1977, the
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) remained in the atmosphere.
continue research to

(anthropogenic) carbon dioxide (CO2
onal Academy Panel

The panel urged the scientific community to
examine the issues. The chairman of the Nati

that reported on global warming was Roger Revelle. Al Gore, @
congressman from Tennessee, and a former student of Revelle’s
became a co-sponsor of the first hearings on global climate change.
Late in the decade, NASA climate scientist James Hansen reported
that global warming would become manifest in the following decade
and would have a major impact on the environment. With concerns
mounting, the United Nations established the Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 1988.

At _the same time as awareness of climate change was increasing, the
United States was experiencing an expanding economy and rising
expectations. US voters had rejected President Jimmy Carter’s call to
low.er.expectaﬁonsand conserve resources in favor of Reagan'’s
optimism and a culture that celebrated consumption and enjoying I
the many material benefits of a high standard of living. The world’s o3
lva;;g;;s; ;co;fl:;lny also emxtted th-e largest share of greenhouse gasses.
s  of the world’s population the United States emitted 25% of
0, As the economy grew, people purchased larger homes, more
appliances, and b:gger automobiles, including SUVs. As a result,
i mgi’gg:l l:; as did emissions of gasses that

+sate

IET Mot deriods
v p ¥ TEITaNITe

esinil uiting) o



Assessing public opinion polls

adaptation was o5 i .
P Preferable o Mitigation, 1 : Visit WWw.amencans-world.org to find summaries of
NBC/ Wall Street Jo ini L 21999 2 palls ona variely of ey es in thi
urnal opinion pojj G s : a variety of issues discussed in this chapter.
agreed that concerng about globy] Y 11% -

imate change : ! Towhatexent do the acions of political leaders

tion and 4 2000 Hars . coincide with public opinion?
b arris poll : ol ey
ri::;:g:;at 72% of Us Citizeng believed thaI: . % :—iwv gffhe: :;f polls asking similar questions have
asse 2 esul t di 1o 74 7
Ig)ubhc opmifn ag:lifsltlssid gIOb?l Warming. Despite 3 Math link: Ma:;sﬂﬁn:fy' Whz‘H
unta : n, " . o
practice among €nvironmenta] Organization: & - =~ rapdom o T e :
individuals, and b S, . Perspective on randomness, read The Drunkard s
4 sses. . Walk: How Randomness Rules our Lives by
Over tl}e two decades the environmental issues in - g Mooy 00e). :
[he Umted States pl‘Ovoke “eresssnevsnssensae SeecrRRvTIOITARNRIRROLES o

d a variety of responses.

below the standards of critics, but often with lengthy litigation and
debate. Concerns that involved the entire planet received mixed
responses. Reasons for the differences may be due to political climate,
economic well-being, political leadership, the immediacy of a local,
visible problem vs. a global one in the indefinite future, or
perceptions of costs and benefits that affected national interests.

Acﬁvity Biblaiss'assahsinisesesecessaseiveannssesonessesieesesens SeAS SusesaoinenanEses

Global climate change

The following sources discuss or provide information about global
climate change:

Source A
{ Northern hemisphere anomaly (°C)
(elativg 15,1201 100, — Instrumental data (AD 1902-1999)
1.0 — Reconstruction (AD 1000-1980)
it — Reconstruction (40-year smoothed)

e e e e o . B
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S k cecsessRRstrstRten,
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Source B
~ Using tree rings as a basis for assessing past temperature changes back to the year 1,000
| AD, supplemented by other proxies from more recent centuries, [Michael] Mann
| completely redrew the history, turning the Medieval Warm Period and Little Ice Age
i j consigned to a kind of Orwellian “memory hole” ... (the hockey stick
the last millennium ...

revision of the climatic history of
eted the coup and crudely grafted
wn in red and itself largely the ,
ring record. The effect was visually dramatic as the 20th

ate ting out of control. The red line extends all the
the millennium”), a year warmed by the big El
be no t the surface record is completely at variance
re record. Had the latter been used to represent the last 20

 to make the 20th century much less significant when

the surface temperature
product of urban heat
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conflict between old liberali

G_

Questions
1 What are two main points of Source D7
2 Compare and Contrast soy .

rces A and g
3 To what extent andi 3 A
support source B”dTIg ww:a'( Ways does source ¢ gi?r:ss &t]he]mte
source A? 3t &xtent does it support g the 19905,

nation the identificati
trends in popur;:rﬁszE(t)xrrleailsu;i):(:lsjzfrr:;:ittd()f ke Sign'ificam

: Ll ue to geographic, socio-
econqmlc and ethnic diversity; consequently, the task falls first to the
sel.ecnon of cultural products which collectively best serve as a “guide
to its culture.” Thus, expanding Darnton’s point to include other
forms of cultural media, a study of popular culture in the last two
decades of the 20th century needs to include music, television, and
film, as well as the printed word.

Television
In the United States, while major networks dominated television
show production and audience share, the rise of cable television
channels (cable had been available in some areas for decades, but
the proliferation of satellite-based cable-only channels was a new
development) significantly affected what people watched. The most
successful challengers to broadcast networks were stations such as
Music Television (MTV) which began broadcasting in 1981, the
Emevrtainment and Sports Network (ESPN) which debuted in 1979
and became a 24-hour network in 1980, and Cable News Net.work
(CNN) which began as a 24-hour news station in‘ 1980. Spanish
language stations used cable to expand their audience reach. By
1980, stations including Home Box Office (HBO) and Cinemax
broadcast full length, commercial-free movies via Fable as well.
challenged the traditional

The rise in television offerings 2
entertainment venues, creating unease among broadcast television
stations, the movie theater industry, and even booksellers, as more

tions competed for the entertainment dollar. The three natior.lal
ggtworks ABC, CBS, and NBC, began to feel the pressure of this

new competition.
The popular netw

flected general societal trends. In
L e - ily Ties reflected the

eagan, comedies such as Fami
e b e sm, represented by the parents, and the

m of their son, Alex. Another, even

was The Cosby Show, starring comedian

young, energetic conservatis
. successful 1980s comedy

T o nt, i
0 the 21st century: the United

States

4 Usi
SINg your own knqwledge and the documents,
Mational response to global warming

Activity

Historical analysis

Write one or two paragraphs to

answer the following questions.

1 For what reasons did the
United States government
officially support and take
supportive action on the
Montreal Protocol and not
the Kyoto Treaty?

2 Why did the Love Canal
and Three Mile Island have
national importance, even
though the immediate
effects were local and
somewhat limited?

the term memeinthe 1976 book The

TOK Link
Link to science

Read Richard Dawkins'
definition of meme above.
Do you think that ideas are

- evolutionary as are genes? In

*  other words, are the longevity,

«  proliferation, and influence of
cultural ideas determined by :
the “survival of the fittest?” - 489

T T T e R A R R NN IR
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ActiV

Bill Cosby. Both shows illustrated a trend celebrating the idealized

levision :

nuclear family. The 1980s was also the era of prime-time soap OP“Z:; : Race and tele :
shows dominated by themes of power, betrayal, and wealth, the m - Many 1980s and 1990s TV :
famous of which was Dallas. Detective shows continued to be « shows featurt;d malrr‘rlay IP‘3°Ple ¢
popular, led by Murder, She Wrote, starring Angela Landsbury as a R : °f one Sr'aci.e l?arde)/(\afri C;; ne, .
middle-aged amateur detective and writer. Shows centered aroun : L/VIng mgmain el 2
women characters were among the most-watched half-hours on . arr?:en;:sg N Cheers' E
television, including Golden Girls and Rosanne. The 1980s alsq saw . s i eds sl o werle :
continued success of Monday Night Football, the only continuing - czrn'/vh . il :
prime-time sports program. However, the show that wielded real : gthers ity do action' :
power to set agendas was the CBS news magazine, 60 minutes, which Rl 5,_ L AT ond :
drew more viewers than any television show during the 1980s. : sever,a el Beheh daras
In the early part of the decade shows about women, mostly comedies, (Hill Street Blues, NYPD Blue, -
were among the most watched. Rosanne, starring Rosanne Barr as an . LA Law) had mixed casts. :
outspoken, often abrasive lead character, began a trend of more edgy ¢ 1 Research the characters ’
comedies. The decade also featured a shift away from traditional and 2 of television shows and .
largely content families solving universal problems, to dysfunctional - audience appeal. .
families with dim-witted and incompetent fathers. Two such shows . 2 Were there identifiable 2
were both on the emerging fourth major network, Fox: Married With . settings or environments .
Children and The Simpsons. The Simpsons created by Matt Groening, was - that favored racial/ethnic .
a consistently clever and topical cartoon that addressed a broad range : diversity? :
of social issues. Debuting at the end of 1989, The Simpsons continued {3 Whatdoesthe castingsay ~ °
i became the longest-running sitcom . about the television industry
ited States’ television history. While The e and its perception of its 2

but imperfect, family, Married With Children . viewers? »

the Bundy family as four confused, morally  © 4 What does the racia/ethnic -

centered : characterization say about -

: US popular culture and b4

. society? E

- 5 Additional exploration: .

. Observe the racial/ethnic, ~ *

E gender and age group ’

; n sho :

. e

E 3
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e 1990s, even as 5
th €N as more enterta; \ ¥ o0 the

Pl it a - 21st cen he United <
The increased attendance br nment optigng became gya; Ist century: the United States
multiple screens in 5 Aing) r()uji;hz the rise obthe m()viL available, ActiVitY

. & € lacilit : € comple

selection of - K Y. offerin : X : S
Stltil ; ihllms. Addmonanyl the douk gfmovu-g,,t.,S a broad Science fiction
studios sold theij : : ; € featiire Atats :
W ir ‘Iesser films dlrcctly L0 cable s .dlsaphcarcd as Science fiction is often used

aatia 11’ assmarket sales commercj MOvie stations, ang to ask questions or voice
tabS(IIL‘S when the videq S rcially produced video commentary about current
increasingly popular h"m(’-viewi p a)Lr./recorder became an social or political issues.
studios looked to blockbusters o 118 option. As the 1980 progressed 1 Why do writers create a new
formulas, popular Ao 2 S 10 make money, often choosing safe ’ world rather than write about
But the broader distribution Sec!ut‘ls to big hits to insure profitability the one in which they live?
film-makers to et Varie[(;pufons also made room for i“dt‘pcndcni 2 Watch a science fiction film,

of mo ing fi ; : v

contemporary issues, and re daring films addressing then discuss the issues

£ resented.
traditional genres, p

Studios often did well with low risk sequels, conventional formul

and proven movie stars. The original 1976 hit about an undcrr:;:)l .
boxer, Rocky, starring Sylvester Stallone, was followed by Rocky I?in
1979, Rocky IIT (1982), Rocky 1v (1985), and Rocky V ( 1990). Aﬁothcr

theater-filler was Steven Spielberg’s Raiders i ollywood
: 8's Raiders of the Lost Ark, the first of iti
several films featuring Harrison Ford as Indiana Jones. Ford became RS e long £ S

the middle-aged male action hero of the 1980s and 1990s, starring = htuaaencednd

Double feature The showing of two
films for the price of one ticket.

in more than a dozen action hits from science fiction to techno- :ntago'.nlss:nc mm:?&hfmé
thriller. The science fiction genre proved popular with Arnold Stherid ;icome'friends. kel

Schwarzenegger as the Terminator (1984) and Michael J. Fox as
teenager Marty McFly in Back to the Future (1985), and in the
multiple sequels that followed each film.

Buddy films were quite popular, especially
the mixed-race buddy action/comedy. These
films appeared to combine the tight drama of
Tony Curtis and Sidney Poitier in the The
Defiant Ones (1958) with the humor of Pau!
Newman and Robert Redford in Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid (1969). Three pairing§ of
actors began successful series of films: Eddie
Murphy and Nick Nolte in 48 Hours (1982),
Mel Gibson and Danny Glover in Lethal
Weapon (1987), and Will Smith and 1iom‘rr'xy
Lee Jones in Men in Black (1997). A significant
new direction in the buddy genre were female
protagonists, as celebrated in Thelfna and
Louise (1991), starring Geena Dav1§ and Susan
sarandon, which became a huge hit for
director Ridley Scott.

often a male-dominated genre, featured strong
rminator (1984), featuring Linda .Hamx!ton
d Sigourney Weaver as Ellen Ripley in

i rtant movies that
i d the three sequels. Other impo
it (ld9f7e9:1)1:l': leads were Fried Green Tomatoes (1991), 7]':1;’ I{Z}; :al:jCk
fcatur6993 and The First Wives Club (1996). Women 100 S
C'hlb (tli th );:amcra as well. Directors Susan Sondheim (gestl)vron y
bs:éhkx‘u:zg Susam, 1985), Penny Marshall (Big, 1988), Nora EP

A scene from Rocky IV directed by
Sylvester Stallone in 1985.

Science fiction ﬁlrrlls,
female characters 1 The Te
as the savior of mankind, an
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(When Harry Met Sally, 1989) and Kathryn Bigelow (Point Break, 199 1)
were responsible for many critically-acclaimed and successful films.

Films by and about minorities were an important part of US film
culture in the 1980s and 1990s. African American themes came L0
the forefront. For example, director Spike Lee’s School Daze (1988)
took a look at student life in a historically black college. Other well
regarded Spike Lee films of the era include Do the Right Thing (1989)
and Malcolm X (1992). Boyz N the Hood (1991), based in South Central
Los Angeles, brought director John Singleton an Academy Award
nomination for Best Director, the first such honor for an African
American. Ramén Menédez’s film Stand and Deliver (1988) was a
movie portrayal of math teacher Jaime Escalante. The film detailed
how Escalante led high school students in East Los Angeles to success
in Advanced Placement calculus while fighting against the teaching
staff, school administration and even some of their parents.

Literature
The 1980s and 1990s brought changes in the book retail industry.
The proliferation of other forms of entertainment did not bring
 decli il book sales. The 1980s featured yearly sales

8%. However, how readers bought their books
: In 1980, independent book stores

[ -

s
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4
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Genre and gender

Gender often forefronts
different points of view in its
application to genre. Compare
and contrast two US films
from 1980-2000 of a similar
theme or genre to highlight
the different points of view
represented through male and
female characters. Your
analysis might also want to
include, the point of view of
the director or screenwriter,
and an analysis of gender
roles and models.
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Teen movies

Watch a selection of US teen
movies from the 1950s (for
example, Rebel Without a
Cause or Blackboard Jungle).
Then compare them with US
teen films from the 1980s.
1 Create a table of characters,
ikt
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potential for adaptation
whose The Hunt for Re,4
game and a film,

+ s demong;
Tated j
October vyag 1 the work of 1o, Clancy,

su
bsequently made intg 5 video

: » books by conservative media
stars such as Bill O'Reilly and Rush Limbaugh began a trend that

continued into the next decade. The books of John Gray, including
Men are From Mars, Women are From Venus, reflected a fascination of
many Americans with the differences in male and female
communication patterns. The exploration of men and women’ S
innate behaviors also found expression in Rob Becker’s Defending the
Caveman, which began its decades-long run in 1991.

Popular music
Charismatic personalities, ethnicity, geography, and technology have
influenced American popular music for more than a century. The end
' of the 19th and the first decades of the 20th century brought the first
mass-production sound-playing devices, the Edison Phonograph and
ola, into homes in the United States. John Philip Sousa’s
uge crowds and, according to the Dallas Wind
Before the Rolling Stones or the Beatles ... they were the
ravel more than a million miles and perform for
” Regional and ethnic influence in the
issippi and Chicago, Appalachian Bluegrass,
o sounds of Texas, Dixieland Jazz,
have continually illustrated
e variety of forms, by the

in popular music during
in relation to other

tralized m;lslcv;l f’déVclopment. Scores of

] i and Los

tions, from the 1a tropolitan areas of New York :
e ﬂ’om ttil:dlr:irgx:arln:ouo:try music center of Nasl_wﬂle, to
7 e of college towns became starting points fora s
orms Hlp Hop, Techno, Rockabilly, Heavy Metal,
! , College Pop, Teen Pop, Roq.ts
- the aforementioned types all commanded
‘ --'Boy bands, girl bands, and pop

The two decades saw decen
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Analyzing best-seller
lists

Research US best-seller book
lists from the 1980s and
1990s to find out what books
people read. A good starting
point is the New York Times
adult best-seller lists that are
archived by year on the
Hawes Publications Website:
http://www.hawes.com/
pastlist.htm. Identify trends in
publishing and or particular
themes or genres in research
and writing that captured the
popular imagination in 1980~
2000. Discuss your findings in
relation to current events and
social issues discussed in this
case study.

.....

The Oprah effect

Oprah’s Book Club is a popular
segment of her TV talk show.
Oprah Winfrey started the book
club in 1996, selecting a new
novel for viewers to read and
discuss each month. Because
of the book dub's wide
popularity, many obscure titles
have become best-sellers,
increasing sales in some cases
by as many as several million
copies. This occurrence is
widely known as the Oprah
effect. Select some examples
from her lists in 1996—2000
and discuss why you think she
chose to give them her
influential seal of approval.

.................
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megastars filled television screens and blas'ted from a:to:]l(())b::fems
speakers during the era. Among the most }mponant e\‘/j % meSic
was the changing delivery of popular music, represente }l' 19
television channels, and the rise of hip hop from a local style
national and then international form.

Music video channels, such as Music Television (MTV), C.ild not invent
music videos, but made them mainstream and available in t.he home
24 hours a day. Prince, an artist who at one time.changed his name to
a symbol, had several enormous hits including Little Red Corvette
(1983), and a popular movie with its own hit song by the same name,
Purple Rain (1984). Madonna’s music videos featured provoca'uv.e
visuals and costumes, and captured one view of the commeraz#xsm of
the decade with her song Material Girl (1984). Teen pop star_aney
Spears’ 1999 debut album Baby One More Time attracted millions Qf
devoted fans, but was also the subject of criticism for her Lolita-like
video rendition of the title tune. But, the biggest musical star of the
era was Michael Jackson. Jackson’s videos, among them Thriller
(1982), featured elaborate choreography, costumes and sets, and
catchy music. Jackson’s productions became so much a part of pop
culture that people who had never watched a music video or heard a
song of his knew of the “King of Pop’s” “moon walk” dance step and
his signature glove. The visualization of pop music created a music-
video industry of producers, writers, directors, and actors and made
the video an indispensible part of popular music.

Some musicians and audiences rebelled against the elaborate

production and easily accessible music rifts. A rockabilly revival,

punk, new wave, and Seattle-based grunge provided alternatives to
oard Magazine charts pop. Additionally, a number of

ns jumped from style to style, often combining different

t while never settling on one. Texas’s Michelle

10 herself as a “skateboard punk rocker” in

1988), recorded songs ranging in style from big
to blues, to country, and seemed to personify

10 a predetermined musical label,

fenvesnsnnans
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TOK Link

Ethics

With the invention of digital

music (first CDs, then mp3

files), the duplication of music
became easy. Internet music-
sharing services such as

Napster appeared, facilitating

the free distribution of music

tracks without permission from
the copyright holder.

Discuss the concept of

ownership of creative products,

1 Who owns a song?

2 When a recording is
purchased, what rights of
use does the owner of the
recording possess?

3 Examine the issue of
copyright using the ethical
reasoning of Jeremy Bentham
and Immanuel Kant How
would each ethical system
resolve the issue?

cow
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Applying cultural theory

Malcolm Gladwell's The
Tipping Point (2000) explained
his theory that social
phenomena spread like
disease epidemics. Gladwell
came up with three rules—the
law of the few, the stickiness
factor, and the law of context—
to explain why certain cultural
products become popular.
Read a summary of Gladwell's
theory, then, choosing one
musical form or performer,
research the rise to popularity
of your subject.
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of the 1990s. Accord

in
Renford Reese, in th 8 10 author 4y

d
€ year 200q the o

of US sodiety. The someri . any segments

and rou
gh language of rappers upset g movements
SOme

the grou
; dmginistrr)a}t?‘igdy QOUnt Provoked heated condemnation from the Bush
n with the 1992 song “Cop Killer.” The controversies

regarding rap lyrics conti
popularity. i ontinued throughout the decade, as did its

As the 20th century came to a close, there was no dominant musical
st.yle. The two decades featured genres that evolved, combined,
disappeared, or grew to absorb other styles. Rap music was just one
of many genres that included country, metal, and techno, along with
songs from both pop princesses and maturing rock legends.

Conclusion

Popular culture continued traditions and evolved in form during

the 1980s and 1990s. If examined for trends, television, film, and
literature continued many previously popular themes, but brought
diverse new material to new audiences. Hundreds of new musical
artists appeared and sold millions of records, but, several artists',
including Michael Jackson, Madonna, and Britney Spears dominated
sales. Perhaps the most important musical development was rap,
which significantly influenced both music and culture across thg
country. The popular culture of the period reﬂecte.d broader. social
change, while also illustrating the desire for escapist entenamn]lem :
and, for some, a wish for a return 10 previous, more comfortable an

better-understood values.
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Language
Language is one of the
1 What are the purposes
2 Who owns words?

3 Can an offensive word be ren
Find examples to illustrate your point, a

penben

sessseesassvriis

Ways of Knowing.
of offensive language?

dered harmless by changing its meaning?
nd discuss in your group-
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Pop group Menudo featuring Ricky
Martin (left) in 1987,

Queen Latifah performs at KMEL
Summer Jam 1994 at Shoreline
Amphitheatre in Mountain View

California, August 13, 1994.
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