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• Jacksonian America 
• Politics 

– Expanding Voting 
– Spoils System 

• Loyal party members 
get jobs 

• Opened government 
to common man 

– New way to 
nominate: 

• Old Party Caucus 
– Small meeting of party 

members 

• New Party Conventions 
– State delegates choose 

candidates 
– More power to the people 

Some rich 

people 

saw 

Jackson’s 

ruthless 

power.   

King 

Andrew 

Jackson  



• Nullification 
– Declaring a law invalid 

• Tariff of 1828 
(Abominations) vs States 
Rights 

– John C. Calhoun 

– Daniel Webster 

– Robert Hayne 

• The Union 
– South Carolina threatens 

secession 

– Jackson says no!! 
• Force Bill 

 



•The Native American Issue 

•War of 1812, many 

Native Americans took 

British side 

•Indian Resistance 

•Creek War 

•Red Stick Creeks (Brits) 

vs. Lower Creek (Amer) 

•Uncivilized vs. Civilized 

•Seminoles, Kanache 

•Battle of Horseshoe 

Bend, Ala. 
 

 

You charge me with killing 

your people, stealing your 

cattle and burning your 

houses;  it is I that have cause 

to complain of the 

Americans...I shall use force to 

stop any armed Americans 

from passing my towns or my 

lands. 

---Kanache 

Major Ridge John Ross 



Jackson & Indians 
• Indian Removal Act 

– Send them west to Okla. 

• Trail of Tears 

• 5 tribes 

– Creek 

– Chickasaw 

– Cherokee 

– Seminole 

– Choctaw 

 New Echota State Park, Ga., 

Cherokee Nation 



Jackson & Bank 

• Bank provided stable 
money supply 

• Vetoed by Jackson 

• Panic of 1837 

 



• Democratic vs. Whigs 
• Martin Van Buren 

– Democrat 
– Jackson’s Party 
– Less federal power  

• lower tariffs 

• “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too” 
– William Henry Harrison 
– John Tyler 
– Whig 
– Expanding Federal power 

• Higher tariffs 



Martin Van Buren 
Magician of 

Kinderhook, NY 



 



 



• Changing Culture 

• Immigrants 

– Irish 

• Potato famine 

• Desperately poor 

• Catholic 

• Settle in cities 

– German 

• Had money 

• Catholic 

• Settled in Mid-west 

• Nativism 

Over there in Germany common 

sense and free speech lie in 

shackles...I invite you to come over 

here, should you want to obtain a 

clear notion of genuine public life, 

freedom of people and a sense of 

being a nation...I have never regretted 

that I came here, and never! never! 

again shall I bow my head under the 

yoke of despotism and folly. 



Gangs of New York 
(Forbidden!) 

Bill the Butcher and 

“The Natives” 



• First Great Awakening 1700s 
– Rational and Enlightened 

• Second Great Awakening 1800s 
– Emotional Revivals 
– Rejects Calvinism & 

predestination 
• Charles Finney-Methodism 
• Joseph Smith-Later-day Saints 

(Mormonism) 
• William Miller-Seventh Day 

Adventism 

• Utopian Communities 
– Brook Farm 
– Shakers 
– Transcendentalists 
– Romanticism 

• Art 
• Nature 
• Feelings 
• Inner souls 



• Charles G. Finney 

• Growth of Baptists & 
Methodists 



American 
Writers 

• Transcendentalists 
– Emerson 

– Thoreau 

– Cooper 

– Hawthorne 

 

• Romanticists 

• Melville 

• Poe 

• Whitman 

• Dickinson 



Herman 
Melville  

• Moby Dick 



 



• Reforming Society 
• Benevolent Societies, Beecher 
• Temperance 

– Anti-alcohol 

• Prisons 
– Dorothea Dix 
– Rehabilitation vs. punishment 

• Education 
– Horace Mann 
– Public schools 
– Normal schools for teachers 

• Women 
– True Womanhood? 
– Elizabeth Stanton 

• Seneca Falls, NY 
• All men and women created equal 
• Women’s voting 

– Emma Willard school for girls 
– Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, M.D. 
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”We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights...“ 

–Declaration of Independence 

 

”We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all 

men and women are created equal; that they are 

endowed by their Creator with 

certain inalienable rights...“ 

–Declaration of Sentiments 



 



• Abolitionists in 
the North 

• Gradualism 
– Stop importation of 

new slaves 

• American 
Colonization Society 
– Back to Africa 

movement 

• Emancipation 

• American Anti-
slavery Society 

• Quakers 



• Abolitionists 

• William Lloyd Garrison 

– Anti-slavery society 

– The Liberator 

– Immediate emancipation 

• Sojourner Truth 

• Frederick Douglass 

– Runaway slave 

 

I am an abolitionist! 

I glory in the name; 

Though now by slavery’s minions 

hiss’d, 

And covered o’er with shame; 

It is a spell of light and power-- 

The watchword of the free:-- 

Who spuns it in this trail-hour, 

A craven soul is he! 

 



Where’s 
Waldo? 

• Frederick 
Douglass 

• Abraham 
Lincoln 
Museum, 
Springfield, Ill. 

I stole myself from Slavery!! 



A city slave is almost a freeman, compared with a 

slave on the plantation. He is much better fed and 

clothed, and enjoys privileges altogether unknown 

to the slave on the plantation. 

- Frederick Douglass 1845. 

 

In principle it is as sinful to hold a human being in 

bondage who has been born in Carolina, as one 

who has been born in Africa. 

- Angelina Grimke 1836 

 

On this subject, I do not wish to think, or speak, or 

write, with moderation. No! no! Tell a man whose 

house is on fire, to give a moderate alarm…but urge 

me not to use moderation in a cause like the 

present. 

-William Lloyd Garrison 1831 



• Reaction to Abolitionism 
• Attack on Southern way of life 
• Lovejoy’s press  

– Destroyed & Lynched 

• Personal Liberty Laws 
– Citizens don’t have to enforce fugitive slave 

law 

• Nat Turner’s Rebellion 
• Gag Rule 

– No debate in Congress 


