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Nixon’s Domestic Presidency
• Nixon’s background

• US Navy in WW II
• Anti-Communist in the McCarthy years
• VP under Eisenhower
• Loses 1960 election against Kennedy
• Loses California Gov. election in 1962

• Election of 1968-most turbulent year 
since WW II
• Humphries-democrat
• Wallace-states rights
• Nixon-republican

• southern strategy

• Nixon’s law and order presidency
• Warren Burger-limits rights of criminals
• Conservative…Silent Majority
• New Federalism

• Revenue sharing with the states
• Aid to Families with Dependent children

• Election of 1972
• Nixon vs. McGovern
• Watergate?

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Nixon_mask&sa=U&ei=bUdyU7m7IMynyASY7YL4Cg&ved=0CC4Q9QEwAA&sig2=0HlFA02Gyjl_wj2XKHQVLQ&usg=AFQjCNFtSo4uvJ3wUPz8Gx7wcNNdrc1RAQ


Nixon’s Foreign policy
•World leader
•Cabinet home politics
•Henry Kissinger

• pro Israel
• Sec. of State

•Détente with Soviets
• Nixon visits

•Reproachment with Chinese
• ping pong diplomacy
• Nixon visits

•Multi-polar
• US, Soviet, China, Japan, 

European

• Summit leads to SALT 
• nuclear limits

Evaluating Nixon
1.  What were four of  Nixon’s achievements?





Nixon’s Watergate Scandal
• VP Agnew resigns

• bribes

• Nixon’s enemies list
• liberal media…Bob Woodward

• Concern about re-election
• Watergate break in of Democratic HQ…Judge 

Sirica

• Committee to Re-elect the President
• James McCord, John Mitchell, CIA, FBI, cover up 

by Nixon?

• Watergate
• Saturday night massacre!!!
• Sam Irvin’s investigation
• Nixon, Dean, and Tapes

• Butterfield  
• executive privilege?

• House committee recommends impeachment

• Nixon resigns

• Laws to limit presidential power



Review Nixon

1. List two defeats for Richard Nixon that seemed 
like his political future was dead?.

2. Nixon appointed ___ to the supreme court

3. What was Nixon’s policy toward China?

4. Who was Nixon’s vice president that had to 
resign due to accusations of bribery?

5. What item was discovered that doomed Nixon in 
the Watergate scandal?

6. ___ was Nixon’s policy toward the Soviet Union.

7. What did Nixon call his conservative followers?





Ford’s presidency

•Domestic Policy
• Nixon’s Pardon lingers
• Economic problems

• OPEC, US need imported oil!!

• Inflation
• WIN…Whip Inflation Now…failed

• Stagflation
• High inflation and unemployment

• How can that happen?

•Foreign Policy
• Continues Nixon’s Multipolar approach 

• Europe, US, Soviet, China, Japan

• Helsinki Accords
• Détente 
• Cambodia

• Mayaquez incident

•Insider politician!

•Too much like Nixon!

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.history.com/photos/gerald-ford&sa=U&ei=2kZyU8mVCseGyASJrIHgBQ&ved=0CDYQ9QEwBA&sig2=JSccGOCAnsknDz53VAsHHw&usg=AFQjCNGo6dP2KSdEE-IcT-oGCke8ilcCag


Carter’s Presidency

•Domestic policy
• Honest government!!!
• Oil Shortage continues

• Department of Energy

• Crisis of confidence
• malaise speech

• Foreign policy
• Moral High Ground
• Human rights
• Panama Canal
• Soviet invasion of Afghanistan

• Olympic boycott
• Grain embargo

• Camp David Accords
• Egypt/Israel peace???

• Iran Hostage crisis, 444 days of captivity…America 
held captive
• Khomeini
• Rescue mission failed

•Smiling peanut 
farmer from 
Georgia! 

•Or

•Brilliant scientific 
analyzer!

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fair.org/blog/2014/03/21/hawks-want-obama-to-be-more-like-jimmy-carter/&sa=U&ei=PUZyU_3xHIGUyATYuoGYAg&ved=0CDQQ9QEwAw&sig2=Uu4NyJUkamsuk3t-CiaYzw&usg=AFQjCNFP_GsxybCiFiVofoS58_VAMY0ZEg
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://i-cias.com/e.o/khomeini.htm&sa=U&ei=MUdyU5ndL5OfyASbn4HoCw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&sig2=Czwg0rdsXKS58qBtOLw7VQ&usg=AFQjCNE0brqGs2qNKl-A-Vn7jEoO8SW6BQ


Carter and the 
Soviet Union

Ten years ago, the United States and the 
Soviet Union made the historic decision to 
open the strategic arms limitations talks, or 
SALT. The purpose of SALT, then as now, is 
not to gain a unilateral advantage for 
either nation, but to protect the security of 
both nations, to reverse the costly and 
dangerous momentum of the nuclear arms 
race, to preserve a stable balance of 
nuclear forces, and to demonstrate to a 
concerned world that we are determined to 
help preserve the peace . . . . If the Soviet 
Union continues to negotiate in good faith, 
a responsible SALT agreement will be 
reached.
–President Carter
1. What does SALT stand for?
2. What weapons were SALT’s primary 

focus?
3. Outline the four key points of the SALT 

agreement.





The Me Generation
• New Age Movement

• Zen

• Transcendental meditation

• Gurus

• Yogi

• Family life
• Divorce skyrockets

• TV
• Mary Tyler Moore

• All in the Family…Blue Collar TV

• The Jeffersons

• Good Times

• Music
• John Denver…The Eagles…Barry Manilow

• Disco…Saturday Night Fever

• Fads
• CBs

• Aerobic Exercise 

• Running

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Smiley.svg


Review: Ford/Carter
1. List three major economic problems in the 

1970s.

2. Carter gave control of the _____ to panama in 
1979.

3. Who was the leader of Iran during the Hostage 
Crisis of 1979?

4. List 4 popular TV shows during the 1970s.

5. Where did the Mayaquez incident occur?


