
Chapter 22 
Enlightenment and Revolution 

(1550-1789) 
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•The Scientific 
Revolution 
•Geocentric 

• Earth 
• Ptolemy  

• Scientific 
•Heliocentric 

• Sun 
• Copernicus  
• Kepler 

 



• Church Conflict 

• Scientific Method 
• Observation 
• Galileo 
• Bacon 
• Descartes 
• Newton 

• Tools 
• Microscopes 
• Barometers 
• Thermometer 
• Anatomy 
• Inoculation/vaccinati

on 
• Chemistry 

With sincere heart and unpretended faith I 
abjure, curse, and detest the aforesaid 
errors and heresies of Copernicus and also 
every other error…contrary to the Holy 
Church, and I swear that in the future I will 
never again say or assert…anything that 
might cause a similar suspicion toward me. 
---Galileo Galilei 
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•The Enlightenment in 
Europe 
•Government 

•Hobbs-social contract 
• Locke-natural rights 
•Voltaire-tolerance 
•Montesquieu-

separation of power 
•Rousseau-freedom 
•Beccaria-Justice 

It is true that in democracies the people seem to 
act as they please;  but political liberty does not 
consist in an unlimited freedom…We must have 
continually present to our minds the difference 
between independence and liberty. Liberty is a 
right of doing whatever the laws permit, and if a 
citizen could do what the laws forbid he would be 
no longer possessed of liberty, because all his 
fellow citizens would have the same power. 
---Baron De Montesquieu 



•Spreading the 
Enlightenment 
•Paris Salons 
• Encyclopedia 

•Art 
•Baroque vs. 

neoclassical 
•novels 

Cybercafés 
These days, when people around the world gather to 

explore new ideas and discuss current events, many do so 

at Internet cafés. These are coffee shops or restaurants that 

also provide access to computers for a small fee. While 

Internet cafés originated in the 

United States, they are thought to be on the decline in 

America as more people become able to afford their own 

computers. Overseas, however, Internet cafés continue to 

boom. Observers estimate that some 200,000 operate in 

China. Most of them are illegal. China’s Communist 

government has little desire to give so many of its citizens 

access to the kind of uncensored information that the 

Internet provides. As was the case with the Enlightenment, 

however, the spread of new ideas is often too powerful to 

stop. 
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•Enlightened 
despots 
•Frederick the 
Great 
•  Prussia 

• Joseph II 
•Austria 

•Catherine the 
Great 
•Russia 

Old Ideas 
The state ad its citizens exist to serve the 
monarch.  As Louis XIV reportedly said, “I am the 
state.” 
 
New Idea 
The monarch exists to serve the state and 
support citizens’ welfare.  As Frederick the Great 
said, a ruler is only “the first servant of the state. 
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• Enlightened America 
• Economic growth 

• Mercantilism b/w England & 
Colonies 

• Locke’s natural rights 

• Hobbs’ Social Contract 

• Rousseau’s freedom 

• French & Indian War 
• Taxes 

• Tyrant King George III 

• Taxation w/o Representation 

• Declaration of 
Independence 
• Rights and Freedom 

• Social Contract 

• Justice for Complaints 

 

Thomas Jefferson 1743–1826 

The author of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas 

Jefferson of Virginia, was a true figure of the 

Enlightenment. As a writer and statesman, he supported 

free speech, religious freedom, and other civil liberties. 

At the same time, he was also a slave owner. Jefferson 

was a man of many talents. He was an inventor as well as 

one of the great architects of early America. He designed 

the Virginia state capitol building in Richmond and many 

buildings for the University of Virginia. Of all his 

achievements, Jefferson wanted to be most remembered 

for three: author of the Declaration of Independence, 

author of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, 

and founder of the University of Virginia. 



• Revolutionary War 1775-1783 
• Washington’s Patriots 
• British & Loyalists 
• Louis XVI’s French 
• Treaty of Paris, American Victory 

• United States Republic 
• Articles of Confederation 1777-1789 

• Weak 
• No taxing power 
• No separation of powers 
• No national leader 

• Constitution of 1789 
• Federal System 
• Checks and Balances 
• Taxation 
• Separation of Powers 
• 3 branches 

• Executive 
• Legislative 
• Judicial 

• Bill of Rights 
 


