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2. What changes occurred during the

Neolithic Revolution that made the

development of cities possible?
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The Hunter-Gatherers
of the Old Stone Age

CTiNEPOINT- Just as people do today,
peoples used technological'innwaﬁom, inc
tools, to change their physical environment.
The term Paleolithic Age is used to design:
early period of human history from approxi
2 500,000 to 10,000 B.C. in which humans used sin
stone tools. Paleolithic is Greek for “old sto
and the Paleolithic Age is sometimes called the

Stone Age.
For hundreds of thousands of years, huma
beings lived in small communities, seeking to su
vive by hunting, fishing, and gathering in an of
hostile environment. Over a long period of time
Paleolithic peoples learned how to create mor
sophisticated tools; how to use fire; and how to adapt
to, and even change, their physical envi
Paleolithic peoples were primarily nomads (people
who moved from place to place) who hunted anil
and gathered wild plants for survival. They also @

ated a human culture that included sophisticated
cave paintings. b
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The Neolithic Revolution
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Geography

Agriculture developed independently in different regions

of the world.

1. Interpreting Maps Between what latitudes did the
earliest farming develop?

2. mmﬂ What geologic, geo-
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The First Razor
Archaeologists have unearthed evidence that
prehistoric men were shaving as early as

18,000 8.c. Some cave paintings portray
beardless men, and early gravesites contain
sharpened shells that were the first razors.
Later, people hammered razors out of bronze
and eventually out of iron.

The Emergence of Civilization

In general terms, the culture of a people is the way
of life that they follow. As we have seen, early human
beings formed small groups that developed a simple
culture that enabled them to survive. As human
societies grew and became more complex, a new
form of human existence—called civilization—came
into being.

A civilization is a complex culture in which large
numbers of human beings share a number of com-
mon elemen

An increase in food production in the riyer vall,
of Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, and China led o 5 g,
nificant growth in human population and the rise of
cities. Growing numbers of people, the need o Main.
tain the food supply, and the need to build wqjj for
defense soon led to the growth of governments i
these new urban civilizations.

All of the new urban civilizations developed rejj.
gions to explain the workings of the forces of nature
and the fact of their own existence. Rituals were
developed to please the gods and goddesses. A ney
social structure based on economic power also arose,
Rulers and an upper class of priests, government offi-
cials, and warriors dominated society.

Abundant food supplies created new opportuni-
ties, enabling some people to work in occupations
other than farming. The demand of the upper class
for luxury items encouraged artisans and crafts-
people to create new products.

Writing was an important feature in the life of
these new civilizations. Above all, rulers, priests,
merchants, and artisans used writing to keep accu-
rate records. Significant artistic activity was another
feature of the new civilizations. Temples and pyra-
mids were built as places for worship or sacrifice, or
for the burial of kings and other important people.
The emergence of civilizations was a dramatic new
stage in the story of world history.




