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The Nile was crucial to the development of Egyptian civilization.

~55The Egyptian Nile,” wrote one Arab traveler, “surpasses all the rivers of the world
In sweetness of taste, in length of course and usefulness. No other river in the world
an show such a continuous series of towns and villages along its banks.” In their
f:oy;n: :?‘ itl':e Nll?,'.' Egyptians wrote of their reliance on the river: “The bringer of

; provisions, creator of all good, lord of majesty, sweet of fragrance. . . .

[The Nile] makes the granaries wide i i
et A » and gives things to the poor. He who makes

—Ancient Near Eastern Texts, James B. Pritchard, 1969

Egypt, like Meso i i
Wy miap,ot:‘aemEla' Was one of the first river valley civilizations. Like the peo-
Mesopota 8YPtians left records of their developing civilization.
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The first states in Mesopotamia were city-states
hat came to have political and economic contro|

cities e : ?
{ e surrounding countryside). They were created

over th 3 AR
py the Gumerians, a people whose origin remains a
B

ystery. By 3000 B.C., the Sumerians had established a
m}mbt“' of independent city-states in southern
\desopommia' including Eridu, Ur, and Uruk.
" The most prominent building in a Sumerian city
was the temple dedicated to the chief god or goddcg:,vs
of the city. The Sumerians believed that gods and
oddesses owned the cities. The people devoted
much of their wealth to building temples, as well as
elaborate houses for the priests and priestesses who
served the gods.

Priests and priestesses, who supervised the tem-
ples and their property, had a great deal of power.
Eventually, however, ruling power passed into the
hands of kings. Kings led armies and organized
workers for the irrigation projects on which
Mesopotamian farming depended.

m Explaining What role did geography

play in the development of Mesopotamian civilization?

Empires in Ancient Mesopotamia

As the number of Sumerian city-states grew
and the city-states expanded, new conflicts arose.

City-state fought city-state for control of land and
water. Located on the flat land of Mesopotamia, the
Sumerian city-states were also open to invasion by
other groups.

To the north of the Sumerian city-states were the
Akkadians (uheKAY *deeeuhnz). Around 2340 B.
Sargon, leader of the Akkadians, overran the Sumer-
ian city-states and set up the first empire in world
history. An empire is a large political unit or state,
usually under a single leader, that controls many
peoples or territories. Empires are often easy to create
but difficult to maintain. The rise and fall of empires
is an important part of history.

Attacks from neighboring hill peoples eventually
caused the Akkadian Empire to fall. Its end by 2100
B.C. brought a return to warring city-states. Not until
1792 B.C. did a new empire come to control much of
Mesopotamia. Leadership came from Babylon, a city-
state south of Akkad, where Hammurabi (HA*muhe
RAHebee) came to power. He gained control of
Sumer and Akkad, thus creating a new Mesopo-
tamian kingdom. As ruler, Hammurabi built temples
encouraged trade, and brought an economic revival
to his land. After his death in 1750 B.C., however,
Hammurabi’s empire fell to new invaders.

m Evaluating Why was it so easy for

Sargon and his army to invade the Sumerian city-states?
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is the king of Upper and Lower Egypt? Heis a god by was placed over the head and shoulders

whose dealings one lives, the father and mother of all mummy. The mummy was then sealed in a case and
men, alone by himself, without an equal.” In obeying placed in its tomb.

their pharaoh, subjects believed that they were help- Pyramids were tombs for the mummified bodies
ing to maintain a stable world order. of pharaohs and their families. The largest and mos:

; magnificent of all the pyramids was built under Kinz
The Pyramids One of the great achievements of Khufu (KOO*F00). Constructed at Giza around 25+
Egyptian civilization, the building of pyramids, B.C., the famous Great Pyramid of King Khufu covers
occurred in the time of the Old Kingdom. Pyramids 13 acres (5.3 ha), measures 756 feet (230 m) at each
wer‘e built as part of a larger complex of buildings side of its base, and stands 481 feet (147 m) high
i;dxcated.to the dead—in effect, a city of the dead. Guarding the Great Pyramid at Giza \ : huge
m'::l i;:aﬂl‘re‘ C:Jﬁitaio;e':el:al ‘S;I"uctures: a 1"“89. pyra- statue carved from rock, known as the Great Sphin
his family; and several n“::sia’bsar:aizai}g:::;f: This colo§sal statue is 240 feet (73 m) long and 66 feet
tures with flat roofs used as tombs for the pharaoh’s o has thg body of a lion and a h
officiale head. The head is believed by many to be a likeness

of Khufu's son Khafre, who ordered the statues
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canal to connect the Nile to the Req

~The Middle Kingdom came to
with the invasion of Egypt
wmmh\owntothe

For the next thousand years, Egypt was domi-
nated by Libyans, Nubians, Persians, and finally
Macedonians after the conquest of Alexander the
Great (see Chapter 2). In the first century B.C., the
pharaoh Cleopatra VII tried to reestablish Egypt’s
4 independence. However, her involvement with
troubles, Rome led to her defeat and suicide, and Egypt
became a province in Rome’s mighty empire.

m Contrasting What were the major
differences between the Old Kingdom, the Middle Kingdom,
and the New Kingdom?

Society in Ancient Egypt
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sChildren of Israel” The Israelites were a group
5¢mitic-5peaking people. Much of the history and
the religious beliefs of theh Israelites were eventually
recorded in written form in the Hebrew Bible, parts
of which are known to Cl"\ristians as the Old Testa-
ment. According to their history, the Israelites
mjgrated from Mesopotamia to the land that they
referred to as Canaan. They followed a lifestyle based
on grazing flocks and herds rather than on farming.
Then, because of drought, the Israelites migrated to
Eeypt, where they were enslaved until a leader
named Moses led them out of Egypt. They wandered
for many years in the desert of the Sinai Peninsula
until they returned to Canaan.

Recent interpretations of archaeological evidence
sometimes contradict the details of the biblical
account. What is generally agreed, however, is that
between 1200 and 1000 B.C., the Israelites emerged as
a distinct group of people, organized in tribes, who
established a united kingdom known as Israel.

By the time of King Solomon, who ruled from
about 970 to 930 B.C., the Israelites had established con-
trol over much of Canaan and had made Jerusalem

of

into the capital of Israel.
Solomon greatly strengthened
royal power. He expanded the
government and army and
encouraged trade. Solomon is
best known for building a
temple in the city of Jerusalem.
The Israelites viewed the temple
as the symbolic center of their reli-
gion and of the Israelite kingdom
itself. Under Solomon, ancient
Israel was at the height of its power.

After Solomon’s death, tension between the north-
ern and southern Israelite tribes led to the creation of
two separate kingdoms—a northern kingdom of
Israel and a southern kingdom of Judah. Both king-
doms eventually fell to the large empires of the
Assyrians and Babylonians. However, the people of
Judah survived, eventually becoming known as the
Jews and giving their name to Judaism. It became a
stateless religion based on the belief that God was not
fixed to one particular land but instead was creator
and lord of the whole world.

King Solomon

NS Past To Present

Conflict in Palestine

~ Conflict in Southwest Asia has a long history. When
the Israelites entered Canaan, around 1220 B.C, other
peoples were already settled there. One of these peo-
ples was the Philistines. For over two centuries, Israelites
and Philistines fought for control.

By 1020 B.c,, the Israelites found themselves on the
verge of being conquered by the Philistines. The
Israelites decided to give up their loose tribal organiza-

ing to unite behind one of their members—
~as king, ;

At first, Saul and the small army he organized were
successful, Around 1000 8.c,, however, when they dared

. Philistines on an open plain, Saul and his

: next king of the Israelites, defeated the
W&nﬁd over much of Canaan.

Israelites eventually would be conquer
G n (later called Palestine) remained

ﬁu,gmindsofmﬂwlews-

In 1948, the independent
Jewish state of Israel was estab-
lished in part of Palestine. About
90 percent of the people in
Palestine were Arabs who were
not eager to be governed by the
Israelis. Arab neighbors of the
new state were outraged. In
1964, an Arab organization called
the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation was founded to bring
about an independent Arab state
of Palestine. Conflict between
Arabs and Israelis over Palestine
continues to this day.

4. Conflict in the
Middle East

Research the steps that have been taken to reach a
settlement between the Israelis and Palestinian Arabs
over the past five years. What actions have been the
most successful? What are the most significant rez
sons that a lasting peace still does not exist”
















