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Confucius wanted to promote good government in China. Confucius said:

:]GIf ﬂ)e people b_e led by Iayvs, and uniformity be imposed on them by punishments,
ey'wﬂl try to av.md tlTe punishment, but will have no sense of shame. If they be led
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. msae“(:)es‘:\;l‘:leti1 andthwnll be"come good.” He also said, “Let the ruler be filial and
; then they will be faithful to him. Let him advance th
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— The Chinese Classics, James Legge, 1893
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Early Civilization in India
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mlr?. sites of what
the major
ties of Harappa
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Mohenio-de (mOh.

; cejoh DAHReoh). An advanced civilization—
m as Harappan or Indus civilization—flour-

k_no\\
ished in these cities for hundreds of years.

The Arrival of the Aryans Eventually, floods, an
earthquake, changes in climate, and even a change in
the course of the Indus River weakened the once-
flourishing civilization in the Indus River valley.
jnvaders brought its final end. '

Around 1500 B.C., a group of Indo-European
nomadic peoples began to move out of their original
homeland in central Asia. Known as the Aryans, they
moved south across the Hindu Kush mountain range
into the plains of northern India. They invaded and
conquered the Harappans and created a new Indian
society based on Aryan culture and institutions.

Like other nomadic peoples, the Aryans excelled
at the art of war. Between 1500 and 1000 B.C., the
Aryan peoples gradually
advanced eastward from the
Indus Valley, across the fertile
plain of the Ganges River.
Later they moved southward
into the Deccan Plateau.
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Eventually they extended their control throughout
all of India.

Society in Ancient India The conquest by the
Aryans had a lasting impact on Indian society. Out of
the clash between conqueror and conquered came a
set of social institutions and class divisions that has
lasted in India, with only minor changes, to the pres
ent day.

The caste system of ancient India was a set of rigid
social categories that determined not only a person’s
occupation and economic pntcnlial, but also his or
her position in society. There were five major divi-
sions of Indian classes (known as castes in English) in
ancient times.

The priestly class, whose members were known as
the Brahmans, was usually considered to be at the
top of the social scale. They were in charge of the reli-
gious ceremonies that were so important in Indian
society. The second caste was the Kshatriyas (KSHA*
treesuhz), or warriors. The third-ranked caste in
Indian society was the Vaisyas (VYSHeyuhz), or
commoners. The Vaisyas were usually the merchants
who engaged in commerce.

Below these three castes were the Sudras (SOO*
druhz), who made up the great bulk of the Indian
population. Most Sudras were peasants, artisans, or
people who worked at other forms of manual labor.
They had only limited rights in society.

At the lowest level of Indian society—and in fact
not even considered a real part of the caste system —
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Early Hindus believed
in the existence of a single
force in the universe, 3
form of ultimate reality or
God, called Brahman. It was
the duty of the individual
self—called the atman—to
seek to know this ultimate
reality. By doing so, the self
would merge with Brah-
man after death.

By the sixth century B.C,
the idea of reincarnation
had appeared in Hindu-
: ism. Reincarnation is the

belief that the individual soul is reborn in a different
form after death. After a number of existences in the
earthly world, the soul reaches its final goal in a
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world. The physical surroundings of humans, he

believed, were simply illusions. The pain, poverty,

and sorrow that afflict human beings are caused by

their attachment to things of this world. Once people

let go of their worldly cares, pain and sorrow can be
forgotten. Then comes bodhi, or wisdom. (The word
o, called  bodhi is the root of the word Buddhism and of Sid-
and soon dhartha’s usual name—Gautama Buddha.) Achiev-
was the ing wisdom is a key step to achieving nirvana, or
a (she  ultimate reality—the end of the self and a reunion
hd 563 BC.,  with the Great World Soul.

‘ Siddhartha preached this message in a sermon to
his followers in the Deer Park at Sarnath (outside
India’s holy city of Banaras). It is a simple message

based on the Four Noble Truths:
s ondimxyhfe is full of suffering.

2 suffering is caused by our desire to satisfy

3. The way to end suffering is to end desire for

| desire is to follow the Middle

wn as the Eightfold

e Four Noble
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Siddhartha accepted the idea of reincarnation, but because silk was China's most valuadie produy
he rejected the Hindu division of human beings into Silk Road reached from the city of Changarn u
rigidly defined castes based on previous reincarna- across central Asia 10 Mesopotamiz, covens
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The Grear Wiell of China

The Mandate of Heaven, however, was double
edged. The King was expected to rule according to
the proper “Way,” called the Dao (DOW). It was his
duty to keep the gods pleased in order to protect the
people from natural disaster or a bad harvest, If the
King failed to rule effectively, he could be overthrown
and replaced by a new ruler.

The Mandate of Heaven was closely tied to the
pattern of dynastic cycles. From the be

pinning of
Chinese history to A.D. 1912, China was ruled by a

series of dynasties. The Zhou dynasty, as we have

seen, lasted for almost cight hulidmd'yc

did not last as long, but the

ruled with the Mandate of Heaven,

M:gw:mozcl:ng the dynasties lasted, all went

PO “:;;ge. A new dynasty established
decling

ars, Others
king of each dynasty

- fully for many years, and then

. Power of the cent

ment

s ‘"°“l‘f begin to collapse, Biving rise to rebellions

dymstvu “‘“m' ey s the dynasty collapsed and o new
2 8 ning another dynastic cycle,

ral govern-

The Qin Dynasty The ollapse of the Zhou dynast
was followed by two hundred vears of civil war /
new dynasty, known as the Qin, then created an er
of Chinese unity. The Qin dynasty was founded |
Qin Shihuangdi (CHIN ] TURe HWONCG o DFI
meaning “the First Qin I'lmpvmr.”
Qin Shihuangdi, a person of much

ambition, un
tied the Chinese

world, but his major foreign concer
was in the north, In the vicinity of the Gobi resided a
nomadic people known g the Chinese as the
Xiongnu (SYEN*NOO), whe often made raids int
Chinese territory, Qin Shihuangdi’a answer to thi
problem was to strengthen the
walls to keep the nomads out,
Today we know Qin Shi
Great Wall of China, Howey
know today from films
1,500 years after the ryle
the walls built by Qin Shi
but many of them we
sand, or piled rubble,

existing system of

huangdi‘y project as the
er, the Great Wall that we
and Ph(’h)gmph-, was built
of Qin Shihuangdi. Some 0!
huangdi do remain standing
re (‘Onstructvd of loose stone
nd disappeared long ago
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a system In which every
The concepl 18

| see later in

Thus, the term describes
family member had his or her place
important i Contucianism, as you wil
this section

What explains the

ancient China? The need to we
In ancient times, as

the work of many
| to the family’s

importance of the family in

sk together on the

land was a significant factor
today, farming in China required
people. Children, too, were essentia
needs. They worked in the fields during their early
vears. Later, sons were expected to take over the bur
den of physical labor on the
for the well-being of their parents

Male supremacy was a key ele
as it was in the other civi

family plots and provide

sment in the social

system of ancient China
lizations that we have examined. The male was con-
sidered so important because he was responsible for
providing food for his family. In ancient China, men

worked in the fields. They also governed society

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY

L

Papermaking in Han China

The ancient Chi_nese were responsible for four remarkable inventions
that were crucial to the development of modern technology: the

magnetic compass, paper, printing, and gunpowder, How to
make paper was one of their early discoveries.

The oldest piece of paper found in China dates from i
the first

century B.C. Me from hemp fibers, it was thick, rough, and

useless for writing. That was not a problem for the ancient

g;ise however, because they preferred to write on bamboo

Paper with writing on it dates from around i

: _ AD. 100. By th

nme,myﬂle mc:rmhe:e had ﬁgured out how to make paper of Kengr
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_ of Confucian ideas, an important part of

‘ g WM" ;

B da believed that the universe was made in
fal Cor way that if humans would act in harmony

- their own affairs would prosper.

was with human behavior, The

had to subordinate their own
needs of the family and the
> should be governed by the

sibling and younger sibling,
friend, and ruler and sub-
tionship had a duty to the
e loving, and children should
Husbands should fulfill their
1ld be obedient. The elder sib-
‘younger sibling respect-
be considerate, and the
lers should be benevo-

uty is often expressed
” If each individual
r her duties, then the
d prosper as well.

An army of life-sized terra-cotta soldiers was found in
Qin Shihuangdi’s tomb.

Above all, the ruler must set a good example. If the
king followed the path of goodness and the common
good, then subjects would respect him, and society
would prosper.

The second key element in the Confucian view of
the Dao is the idea of humanity. This consists of a
sense of compassion and empathy for others. It is
similar in some ways to Christian ideas but with a
twist. Christians are taught, “Do unto others as you
would have others do unto you.” Confucius would
say, “Do not do unto others what you would not wish
done to yourself.” Confucius urged people to “meas-
ure the feelings of others by one’s own.”

m Describing Describe the meaning of

duty and humanity in the Confucian view of the Dao.

Critical Thinking Analyzing Visuals
6. Analyze how the Hindu system of rein- 8. Examine the photo of Qin Shihuangdi's
~ carnation supported the Indian caste tomb shown above. These soldiers
oy were to accompany the emperor to the
CokingNotes Usingan O TS, et st what peoplevaued nd
be the Confucian ideas of the Five  believed during the Qin dynasty?
Constant Relationships
d Child
9. Expository Writing Write an essay
in which you compare and contrast
ﬂ_n_inmgme of the caste system on
Indian society to the influence of
filial piety on Chinese society. How
- doboth the caste system and filia
| piety help to organize relationships

| between individuals? How are the
‘ ~ two systems the same and how a¢
different?
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