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Classical Greece is the name given to the period of Greek history from around 500 B.C.
to the conquest of Greece by the Macedonian king Philip Il in 338 B.C. This period was
marked not only by a brilliant culture but also by a disastrous war among the Greeks,
the Peloponnesian War, described here by the Greek historian Thucydides:

@@The Peloponnesian War not only lasted for a long time, but throughout its course

brought with it unprecedented suffering for Greece. Never before had so many cities

been red and then devastated, whether by foreign armies or by the Greek pow-
: had there been so many exiles; never such loss of life—both in



Greece's geography helped shape Greek civilization.

a number of islands to the west, south, and east of the
Greek mainland. It was no accident that the Greeks
became seafarers.

The First Greek State: Mycenae Mycenae
(myeSEEenee) was a fortified site in Greece that was
first discovered by the German archaeologist Hein-
rich Schliemann. Mycenae was one of a number of
centers in an early Greek civilization that flourished
between 1600 and 1100 B.C.

The Mycenaean Greeks were part of the Indo-
European family of peoples who spread into south-
ern and western Europe, India, and Iran. One of these

e from the north around 1900
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HOT“I‘;r;gS and the Odyssey were the first great epic
ms of early Greece. An epic poem is a long poem
¢ tells the deeds of a great hero. The Iliad and the

odyssey were based on stories that had been passed

own from generation to generation.

gpecifically, Homer used stories of the Trojan War
{o compose his epic poems. The war is caused by
Paris, a prince of Troy. By kidnapping Helen, the wife
of the king of the Greek state of Sparta, Paris outrages
all the Greeks. Under the leadership of the Spartan
king's brother, King Agamemnon of Mycenae, the
Greeks attack Troy and capture it ten years later.

The Odyssey recounts the journeys of one of the
Greek heroes, Odysseus, after the fall of Troy, and his
gltimate return to his wife. The Odyssey has long
peen considered Homer’s other masterpiece.

Homer did not so much record history; he created
it. The Greeks looked on the Iliad and the Odyssey as
true history and as the works of one poet, Homer.
These masterpieces gave the Greeks an ideal past
with a cast of heroes. The epics came to be used as
basic texts for the education of generations of Greek
males. Homer gave to later generations of Greek
males a model of heroism and honor. The Iliad taught
students to be proud of their Greek heritage and their
heroic ancestors.

m Summarizing Why is Homer
to have nJﬁtheE than to have recorded, Greek

L };,History through Art

Golden Mask of Agamemnon, . 1500 B.C.
This gold mask was found by Heinrich Schlie-
mann at a royal grave circle at Mycenae. Who
was Agamemnon? What was his role in Greek
history?

in population. Athens had a population of more than
three hundred thousand by the fifth century B.C., but
most city-states were much smaller, consisting of only
a few hundred to several thousand people.
The polis was, above all, a community of people
shared a common identity and common goals.
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Sparta

Between 800 and 600 B.C., the lives of Spartans
were rigidly organized and tightly controlled (llll/l[‘v/
our word spartan, meaning “highly self disciplined”)
Males spent their childhood learning military disci
pline. Then they enrolled in the army for regular mil
itary service at age 20. Although allowed to marry,
they continued to live in the military barracks until
age 30. At 30, Spartan males were allowed to vote in
the assembly and live at home, but they stayed in the
army until the age of 60
While their husbands lived in the barracks, Spar
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tan women lived ome. Because of this separation,

opartan womer greater freedom of movement
and greater pow n the household than was con
mon elsewhe in Greece. Many Spartan womer

fl !
upheld tl irtan values, expecting their hu
: |

bands and sons to be brave in war, The story is told

of a Spartan w

yman who, as she was handing her

s shield, told him to come back carrying his shi

or being carried o1

The Spartan government was an oligarchy headed
by two kings, who led the Spartan army on its can
paigns. A group of five men, known as the ephor
(EH efuhrs), were elected each year and were respon
sible for the education of youth and the conduct of all
citizens. A council of elders, composed of the two
kings and 28 citizens over the age of 60, decided on
the issues that would be presented to an assembly
made up of male citizens. This assembly did not
debate; it only voted on the issues.

To make their new military state secure, the Spar-
tans turned their backs on the outside world. Foreign-
ers, who might have brought in new ideas, were

uraged from visiting. Except for military reasons,

re not allowed to travel abroad, Whe
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The ruling Athenian aristocrats 1
sis in 594 B.C., by giving full power to Solon, 2
reform-minded aristocrat. Solon canceled all land
debts and freed people w

ho had fallen into slavery
for debts. He refused, however, to take land from the

rich and give it to the poor.

Solon’s reforms, though pop-
ular, did not solve the problems
of Athens. Aristocrats were stil
Powerful, and poor peasants could
Mot obtain land. It was not untl
508 B.C. that Cleisthenes (KLYS*
'fhflh'neez), another reformer
8ained the upper hand.

cted to this co-
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Vases such as this one are an excellent source " e

cveryday life in ancient Greece

Cleisthenes created a new c« wndred
that supervised foreign
and pmpn,\cd the laws t ‘ 1 b d e
assembly. The Athenian asser nposed of male
citizens, was given final ) pass laws after
free and open debate. Because the 1ssemblv  of

Rulers and Gods

Al of the world's earliest civilizations believed that
there was a close connection between rulers and gods.
In Egypt, pharaohs were considered gods whose role

!smamta‘ 1 the order and harmony of the universe
s. In Mesopotamia, India, and
ught to rule with divine assis-
seen as rulers who derived their

vho were the agents or rep-
Many Romans certainly
creating an empire was a

M  one Roman stated, “We
"@frhewoﬂd,becausewe
< directed and governed

citizens now had the contes

ad the cey
political system, the

the foundations for Athenian de
¢ lem

U Reading Check Explaining

Classical Greece

- POINT-| pericles expanded the involvement

of Athenians in their democracy. By creating a direct
democracy, he enabled every male citizen to play a role
in government
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form of examining the
sacrificed animals or the

of birds to determine th

of the gods. The Chinese used
oracle bones to receive advice
from the gods. The Greeks con-
sulted oracles.

Underlying all of these practices
was a belief in a supematural uni-
verse—a world in which divine forces
were in charge and human well-being
depended on those divine forces. It
was not until the saentific revolution of the 1600s that
many people began to believe in a natural world that
was not governed by spiritual forces.
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| Why were rulers of early cvilizations considerad to
have divine powers? How did this affect thew sys-
tems of government?
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i 4 ; » time, democracy flout
empire abroad. At the same time, democrac

ished at home.
+h historians have called the Age of Peri

T'his pl'l'nul of Athenian and Greek

history, whic
cles, saw the height of Athenian power and brilliance

In the Age of Pericles, the Athenians became
deeply attached to their democratic system, which
was a direct democracy. In a direct democracy, the
people participate directly in government decision
making through mass meetings. In Athens, every
male who was a citizen participated in the governing
assembly and voted on all major issues

The growth of an Athenian Empire, however, left
the Greek world divided into two major camps: the
Athenian Empire and Sparta. Athens and Sparta had
built two very different kinds of societies, and neither
state was able to tolerate the other’s system. Sparta
and its allies feared the growing Athenian Empire
and a series of disputes finally led to the outbreak of

the Great Peloponnesian War in 431 B.C.

This disastrous ¢ ivil war lasted until 405

et
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‘ 'llll"”l'f\”‘lllh“\ll!), Within the pe

‘,\\'h(,n
was destroved at Avg“\P()h
am;

s e % Year
Athen: surrendered. Its walls were torn dowp th
/ 5 " 2 » he
and the Athenian I"npm'd(‘ﬁtmvu

I J&a,
yonnesian War weakened the
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navy disbanded,

The Great Peloj oo e majy,
Greek states and ruined any possibility of COOperg.
tion among them. During the next 66 years, Spart,
Athens, and Thebes (a new Greek power) 'itrug?%lm!’
to dominate Greek affairs In continuing their Pett,
wars, the Greeks |;§l11»!t‘«1 the ;;mwing power l;?

Macedonia to their north.
Explaining How did the Great Pelp.

onnesian War weaken the Greek states’

Greece

Classical Greece, espec ially Athens undor thL‘ rulcm

Pericles, witnessed a perio 1 of remarkable intelle(-

YOUNG PEOPLEIN . ..

baths; these human indulgences they
were allowed only on some
few particular days in
the year. They lodged
together in little bands
upon beds made of the
rushes which grew by
the banks of the river
Eurotas, which they
were to break

off with their

hands with

a knife.y



Discobolos, a famous Greek
statue, pays tribute to athletes
and the Greek ideals of sound
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ual and cultural growth, The developments of this

|u-nml became the main source of Western culture

The Classical Ideals of Greek The arts of the

Western world have been largely dominated by the

Basically, the Spartan system worked.
Spartan males were known for their tough-
ness and their meanness. They were also

~ known as the best soldiers in all of Greece.

d an education simi-
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standards set by the Gre

_ eks of the ¢]
Classical Greek art was conce

eternal ideals —reason, mode
mony in all things. The subj
the human being, presente

assical period.
med with expressing
ration, balance, and har-
ect matter of this art was
d as an object of great
beauty. The classic style was meant to civilize the
emotions.

In architecture, the most important form was the
temple dedicated to a god or goddess. At the center
of Greek temples were walled rooms that housed
both the statues of deities and treasuries in which
gifts to the gods and goddesses were safeguarded.
[hese central rooms were surrounded by a screen of
columns that made Greek temples open structures
rather than closed ones.

Some of the finest examples of Greek classical
architecture were built in Athens in the fifth century
B.C. The most famous building, regarded as the great-
est example of the classical Greek temple, was the

writing, and arithmetic. Another taught
physical education, a necessity to achieve
the ideal of a sound mind in a sound
body. A third taught him music, which con-
sisted of playing the lyre (a stringed instru-
ment) and singing. Education ended at 18,
when an Athenian male formally became
a citizen.

Girls of all classes remained at home,
as their mothers did. Their mothers taught
them how to run a home, which included
how to spin and weave—activities expected
of a good wife. Only in some wealthy fami-
lies did girls learn to read, write, and per-

~ haps play the lyre.

NECTING TO THE PAST

1. Summanzmg Information Describe a Spartan
upbringing. How does this differ from the childhood
of an American child?

2. Compare and Contrast Compare a well-educated

Spartan boy with a well-educated Athenian and a

well-educated American. What are the differences?

3. Writing about History Does your education today
mmmorate any Spartan or Athenian ideas? If so,

-




itasophy The term philosophy comes
hilos glaty means “love of wisdom ” Ef:;;
2 hers were concerned with the 4
Gr‘:::n}:h;lfosgl':tical or rational thought abgy tevel.
ﬁ}a)ture of the universe. Socrates, Plato, anc'l Aristoﬂe
remain to this day ;(};ree of the greatest phﬂosophers
world.
of ?:cgf::ex;s a sculptor, but his true love wag ohi.
losophy- He taught many pupils, but he' accepted p,
pay. He believed that the goal of education was only
to improve the individual. - |
Socrates used @ teaching method that is s
known by his name- The Socratic method of tea ching
uses a question—and-answer forpnat to .lead pupils to
see things for themselves by using their own reason,
Socrates believed that all real knowledge is already
present within each person. Only critical examina-

Parthenon. It was built between 447 and 432 B.C. tion is needed to call it forth. This was the real task of

Dedicated to Athena, the patron goddess of Athens, philosophy, because, as foeea Lis _saxd, i H_‘e b
and to the glory of Athens itself, the Parthenon was ined life is not worth living.” This belief in the indi-

Greek P

a Greek W ord

el
Socrates

an expression of Athenian pride in their city-state. vidual’s ability to reason was an lmportant
The Parthenon shows the principles of classical archi-  contribution of the Greeks.

tecture: the search for calmness, clarity, and freedom One of Socrates’ students was Plato, considered by
from unnecessary detail. many to be the greatest philosopher of Western civi-

Greek sculpture also developed a classical style. lization. Unlike his teacher Socrates, who did not
Lifelike statues of the male nude, the favorite subject write down his thoughts, Plato wrote a great deal. He
of Greek sculptors, showed relaxed attitudes. Their was particularly fascinated with the question of how
faces were self-assured, their bodies flexible and we know what is real.
smooth muscled. Greek sculptors sought to achieve a Plato’s ideas about government were explained in
dard of ideal beauty rather than realism. a work entitled The Republic. Based on his experi-

s ences in Athens, Plato had come to distrust the work-
acy. To him, individuals could not
ss they lived in a just (fair

:  state led him to construct
. people were divided inf0
¢ was an upper class of
group in Plato’s ided!
ed society. The thi
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Iik;e Plato, Aristotle wanted an effective form of came to the Macedonian throne. A great admirer of
ould rahona]ly du'ect human Greek culture, he longed to unite all of Greece under

' Macedonia. He finally did so in 338 B.C. at the Battle
of Chaeronea (KEHR®*uh®NEEeuh), near Thebes. The
Macedonian army crushed the Greeks.

Philip insisted that the Greek states form a league
and then cooperate with him in a war against Persia.
Before Philip could undertake his invasion of Asia,
however, he was assassinated, leaving the task to his
son Alexander.

Alexander the Great was only 20 when he became
king of Macedonia. After his father’s death, Alexan-
der moved quickly to fulfill his father’s dream of
invading the Persian Empire. In the spring of 334 B.C,,
Alexander entered Asia Minor with an army of some
thirty-seven thousand men, both Macedonians and
Greeks. By 331 B.C., Alexander had taken possession
of the Persian Empire. However, he was not content.

Over the next three years, Alexander moved east
and northeast, as far as modern-day Pakistan. In 326

CHAPTER 2 Ancient Greece and Rome 59
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& from wounds, fever, ant

too much alcohol, he
died at the age of 32.
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3 y idontlfymg What changes in the
L states resulted from the Greeks' defeat at the Battle of

he Hellenistic Era

Alexander created a new age, the Hellenistic Era.
o word Hellowistic is derived from a Greek word
neaming “to imitate Greeks.” It is an appropriate
way, then, to describe an age that saw the expansion
of the Greek language and ideas to the non-Greek

world of Southwest Asia and bevond.

The Hellenistic Kingdoms The united empire that
ang mued by his conquests fell apart soon

any hope of unity was dead. |
lenistic kingdoms emerge
Alexander Macedonia, SyTi (.
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and scientists—s
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from the idealism of earlier classicism
tional and realistic art. This is especially evident in

the numerous statues of women and children
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emerged following Alexander's death?
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Analyzing Visuals
8. Examine the photo of the Parthenor
shown on page 54. Where i the
Parthenon located? When was it
buil?? How does this famous temple
delmaeﬁemmes' iples of classic?

different?




