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The Mongols were masters of military tactics. John of Plano Carpini, a Franciscan
friar, wrote:

@®As soon as they discover the enemy they charge and each one unleashes three or
four arrows. If they see that they can’t break him, they retreat in order to entice the
enemy to pursue, thus luring him into an ambush prepared in advance. If they con-
clude that the enemy army is stronger, they retire for a day or two and ravage neigh-
boring areas. Or they [set up] camp in a well chosen position, and when the enemy
army begins to pass by, they appear unexpectedly. ®®

—L’Empire des Steppes, Rene Grousset, 1939

Due in large part to their military prowess, the Mongols rose to power in Asia with
stunning speed.

China Reunified

The Han dynasty came to an end in 220, and China fell into chaos. For the next
three hundred years, the Chinese suffered through disorder and civil war. Then,
in 581, a new Chinese empire was set up under a dynasty known as the Sui

(SWAY). The Sui dynasty (581-618) did not last long, but it managed to unify
China once again under the emperor’s authority.

Mongol oremn

The Tang Dynasty A new dynasty, the Tang (TONG), soon emerged. It would
] last for almost three hundred years, from 618 until 907. The early Tang rulers
| began their reigns by instituting reforms, as rulers often did in the early days of
new dynasties. They restored the civil service examination started by the Qin
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arolled all of China, The Mongols overthrew (he
w and created a new Mongol dynasty
JONR

Government, Economy, and Society The era fro,
e beginning of the Sul dynasty to the end of the
.\‘:". dvnasty lasted nearly seven hundred years,
puring that period, a mature political system based
principles tirst put into practice \lurin,-‘ the Qin
{ Han dynasties gradually emerged in China, Ag
Han Era

on
an
China was a monarchy that

in the

:m}‘i\““{ a relatively large bureaucracy. Beyond the

capital, government was centered around provinces,

districts, and villages. Confucian ideals were the
cement that held the system together,

During the long period between the Sui and Song
dvnasties, the Chinese economy grew in size and
complexity Agriculture flourished, and manufactur-
ing and trade grew dr.nn.nlic.\lly. In Chinese cities,
f(‘\"hn\‘l‘\.‘:l‘“l developments added new products
and stimulated trade. During the Tang dynasty, for
example, the Chinese began to make steel for swords
and sickles and invented gunpowder, used for explo-
sives and a flamethrower called a fire-lance.

Long-distance trade had declined between the
fourth and sixth centuries as a result of the collapse
of both the Han dynasty and the Roman Empire.
Trade revived under the Tang dynasty, in part
because of the unification of much of Southwest Asia
under the Arabs. The Silk Road was renewed and
thrived as caravans carried goods between China

and the countries of Southwest and South Asia.

Economic changes had an impact on Chinese soci-
ety. For wealthier city dwellers, the Tang and Song
Eras were times of prosperity. The Song capital of
Hangzhou, for example, flourished. In the late thir-
teenth century the Italian merchant Marco Polo
described the city to European readers as one of the
largest and wealthiest cities on Earth. “So many
pleasures may be found,” he said, “that one fancies
himself to be in Paradise.”

The vast majority of the Chinese people still lived
off the land in villages. Most peasants never left their
Villages except for an occasional visit to a nearby mar-
ket town, Changes were taking place in the country-
side, however. Before, there had been a great gulf

een wealthy landowners and poor peasants. A

more complex mixture of landowners, free peasants,

ppers, and landless laborers now emerged.

Describing Identify one of the broad
80als of the Tang dynasty and describe how Tang rulers
Warked to reach it

The Mongol Empire

'he Mongols were a pastoral people from the
region of modern day Mongolia who were organ
1zed l(um'ly into clans. Temujin (teheMOOjuhn),
born during the 1160s, gradually unified the Mon
Bols. In 1206, he was elected Genghis Khan (“strong
ruler”) at a massive meeting somewhere in the Gobi
From that time on, he devoted himself to conquest.

The Mongols brought much of the Eurasian land-
Mmass under a single rule, creating the largest land
empire in history. To rule the new Mongol Empire,
Genghis Khan set up a capital city at Karakorum.
Mongol armies traveled both to the west and to the
east. Some went as far as central Europe.

After the death of Genghis Khan in 1227, the
empire began to change. Following Mongol custom,
upon the death of the ruling khan, his heirs divided
the territory. The once-united empire of Genghis Khan
was thus split into several separate territories called
khanates, each under the rule of one of his sons.

In 1231, the Mongols attacked Persia and then
defeated the Abbasids at Baghdad in 1258. In the 1260s,
a new wave of invasion began when Mongol forces
attacked the Song in China. In their attack on the Chi-
nese, the Mongols encountered the use of gunpowder
and the firelance. By the early fourteenth century, for-
eigners employed by the Mongol rulers of China had
introduced gunpowder and firearms into Europe.

This silk watercolor shows students taking a civil
service examination during the Song dynasty.
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? ‘ne History

In the thirteenth-century battle shown above,
Mongol troops storm across the Chang Jiang
on a bridge made of boats. Which Chinese
dynasty do you think the Mongols were
attempting to conquer in this battle?

The Mongol Dynasty in China In 1279, one of
Genghis Khan’s grandsons, named Kublai Khan,

completed the conquest of the Song and established
a new Chinese dynasty, the Yuan (YOOeAHN).
Kublai Khan, who ruled China until his death in

ity, and foreign Visitors e P
city,
splendor:

The Mongo!

- e

dynasty eventually fell victim &
oblems that had plagued other dynasties, «
i Yuanzhang Joo YOO* AHN ] AHNG), s
easant, raised an army, ended .the MOngol
12 set up a NeW dynasty, the Ming dynasty.

Ny

_ .

: . e the Mongols established g
Religion B}(/: }t-llzr?at,n:leligious preferences in thetge:ir_
dynasty Tha 4 undergone a number of changes. Cg,
nese cour inciples became the basis for Chip,
fucian P:nt during the Han dynasty (202 BC-pp
ggg)e rr];r; the time of the Sui and Tan‘g dynasﬁeS'
123ud;ihism and Daoism rivaled the influence ‘
Confucianism. During the Song dynasty, Rowese )
Confucianism became dominant at c01.1rt, a position
it retained until the early twentieth cen

(1] (See page 773 t0 read excerpts from The Buddha's Sermonj,  § |

the Primary SOurces Library.)

e S

A Golden Age in Art and Literature The periog
between the Tang and Ming dynasties was in
ways the great age of Chinese art and literature. Dyr-
ing the Song and Mongol dynasties, landscape paint-
ing reached its high point. Influenced by Daoism, -
Chinese artists went into the mountains to paintand
find the Dao, or Way, in nature. This practice @M
in part the emphasis on nature in traditional C
painting. The word for landscape in Chinese
“mountain-water” and reflects the Daoist
balance between the earth and sky.
Chinese artists tried to
reveal the hidden forms  Song ink ana
of the landscape. Rather  drawing
than depicting the realis- g




literary talents. Chinese poems celebrated the beauty
of nature, the changes of the seasons, and the joys of
friendship. They expressed sadness at the shortness
of life and the necessity of parting.

Li Bo (LEE BWAW) was one of the most popular

ts during the Tang Era. Li Bo was a free spirit
whose writing often centered on nature. The follow-
ing is probably the best-known poem in China and
has been memorized by schoolchildren for centuries.
It is entitled “Quiet Night Thoughts”:

@ @Beside my bed the bright moonbeams bound
Almost as if there were frost on the ground.
Raising up, | gaze at the Mountain moon;

Lying back, I think of my old home town.®®

Summarizing What invention

helped make literature both more available and more popular?




Like knights, the samurai fought on horseback,‘ clad
in helmet and armor, although a samurai carried a
sword and a bow and arrow rather than a lance and
shield. Like knights, the samurai were supposed to
live by a strict warrior code, known in Japan as
Bushido (“the way of the warrior”). Above all, the
samurai’s code was based on loyalty to his lord.

The Kamakura Shogunate By the end of the
twelfth century, rivalries among Japanese aristocratic
families had led to almost constant civil war. Finally,
a powerful noble named Minamoto Yoritomo
defeated several rivals and set up his power near the
modern city of Tokyo.

To strengthen the state, he created a more central-
ized government under a powerful military leader
known as the shogun (general). In this new system—
called the shogunate—the emperor remained ruler in
name only, and the shogun exercised the actual
power. The Kamakura shogunate, founded by Yorit-
omo, lasted from 1192 to 1333.

At first the system worked well. The Japanese
were fortunate that it did, because the government
soon faced its most serious challenge yet from the
Mongols. In 1281, Kublai Khan sent nearly 150,000
warriors to invade Japan. Fortunately for the

st of the Mongol ships were destroYEd
(violent storm) before the forceg coulg
1d not again face a foreign inva i
ps landed in the summer of 1945
he Mongols put a heavy strain on the POlit:
In 1333, the Kamakura shogunate Ma
by a group of powerful families Joq by

Japanese, mo!
by a typhoon
land. Japan wou
until American troo

Fighting t
ical system-
overthrown

: ily.
the Ashikaga fami : .
eThe power of the local aristocrats grew durmg the

and fifteenth centuries. Heads of noble
;Zrl:ii?:srtt:ow called daimyo (DYemee*OH), ~ P
names,” controlled vast landed estates that oweq s
taxes to the government. By 1509, Japan was close
chaos. A disastrous civil war, Wthh. lasted from 14¢7
to 1477, led to the virtual destruction of the capita]
city of Kyoto. Armies passed back and forth throy ™
the city, burning temples and palaces. Centra]

authority disappeared.

m Describing What difficulties did

Japanese rulers encounter in establishing a strong central
government?

Life and Culture in Early Japan

Early Japan was mostly a farming society. Its peo-
ple took advantage of the limited amount of farmland
and abundant rainfall to grow wet rice (rice
grown in flooded fields). As we have seen,
noble families were able to maintain contro|
over most of the land.

Trade and manufacturing began to
develop during the Kamakura period. Mar-
kets appeared in the larger towns, and indus-
tries such as paper, iron casting,
porcelain emerged. Trade between r
also grew. Foreign trade, mainly with
and China, began during the eleven
tury. Japan shipped raw materials,
swords, and other manufactured

-
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[n Japanese art and architecture, landscape serves
a5 an important means of expression. The landscape
currounding the fourteenth-century Golden Pavil-
ion in Kyoto displays a harmony of garden, water,
and architecture that makes it one of the treasures of
the wol"ld.

Identifying What industries emerged
in Japan during the Kamakura period?

india after the Guptas

In the early eighth century, Islam became popular
in the northwestern corner of the Indian subconti-
nent. The new religion had a major impact on Indian
civilization. This impact is still evident today in the
division of the Indian subcontinent into mostly
Hindu India and the two Islamic states of Bangladesh
and Pakistan.

One reason for Islam’s success in South Asia is that
it arrived at a time when India was in a state of great
political disunity. The Gupta Empire had collapsed,
and no central authority had replaced it. India was
divided into about seventy states, which fought each
other constantly.

When the Arab armies reached India in the early
eighth century, they did little more than move into
the frontier regions. At the end of the tenth century,
however, a new phase of Islamic expansion
place when rebellious Turkish slaves founc
Islamic state known as Ghazni ted

¥

The Impact of Timur Lenk During the latter half of
the fourteenth century, the Sultanate of Delhi began
to decline. Near the end of the century, a new military
force crossed the Indus River from the northwest,
raided the capital of Delhi, and then withdrew. As
many as 100,000 Hindu prisoners were massacred
before the gates of the city. It was India’s first meet-
ing with Timur Lenk (Tamerlane).

Timur Lenk was the ruler of a Mongol state based
in Samarkand, to the north of the Pamir Mountains.
Born sometime dur-
ing the 1330s in
Samarkand, Timur
Lenk seized power in
1369 and immedi-
ately launched a pro-
gram of conquest.
During the 1380s, he
placed the entire region east of the Caspian Sea
under his authority and then occupied Mesopo-
tamia. After his brief foray into northern India, he
turned to the west. He died in 1405 in the midst of a
military campaign.

The death of Timur Lenk removed a menace from
the various states of the Indian subcontinent, but the
calm did not last long. By the early sixteenth century,
two new challenges had appeared from beyond the
horizon. One came from the north in the form of the

oguls, ging nomadic power. The
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by suspicion and dislike rather than friendship and

understanding.

m Evaluating What was the relation-

ship between the Muslims and Hindus in India?

Civilization in Southeast Asia

i Between China and India lies the region that today
| is called Southeast Asia. It has two major parts. One
| » is the mainland region, extending southward from
il the Chinese border down to the tip of the Malay
: 1 Pen.insula. The other is an extensive archipelago, or
| chain of islands, most of which is part of present-day
Indonesia and the Philippines. Located between
India and China—two highly advanced and densely
populated regions of the world—Southeast Asiais a
melting pot of peoples.

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

The Formation of States Between 500 and 15,
number of organized states developed throyep..
Southeast Asia. When the peoples of the
began to form states, they used models from

At the same time, they adapteq

and India.
models to their own needs and created thejr

unique states.

The Chinese conquered Vietnam in 111 g¢_

the Vietnamese overthrew Chinese rule in the

century. Chinese influence rem?ined, thot
wed the Chinese model

namese rulers follo
tralized government, calling themselves er
and practicing Chinese court rituals. The new

namese state, which called itself Dai Viet (Great
also adopted state Confucianism.
In the ninth century, the kingdom of Angkor a
in the region that is present-day Cambodia. A ,
ful figure named Jayavarman united the
(kuheMEHR) people and established a capital 4
Angkor Thom. For several hundred years, Angko,
or the Khmer Empire—was the most powerful siote 1
in mainland Southeast Asia. T
In 1432, the Thai from the north destroyed the
Angkor capital. They set up their own Mt :
Ayutthaya (aheYUetuheyuh) on the Chao Phoss
(chau PRYeuh) River, where they remmme&
major force for the next four hundred years. '
The Thai were threatened from the we&
Burman peoples, who had formed their own s
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Angkor Wat, which is encircled by a three-mile (4.8-km) moat, is located in northern
Cambodia at the site of the ruins of the old capital city of Angkor Thom.

ya majority of people were probably rice farmers who
2 lived at a bare level of subsistence and paid heavy

Indian architectural techniques with native inspira-
tion in a structure of impressive grace. The construc-

rents or taxes to a landlord or local ruler.

Chinese culture made an impact on Vietnam. In
many other areas of Southeast Asia, Indian cultural
influence prevailed. The most visible example of this
influence was in architecture. Of all the existing struc-
tures at Angkor Thom, the temple of Angkor Wat is

tion of Angkor Wat, which took 40 years to complete,
required an enormous quantity of stone—as much as
it took to build Egypt’s Great Pyramid.

‘m Contrasting How did the develop-

ment of the Malay Peninsula and the Indonesian Archipelago

the most famous and most beautiful. It combines differ from development elsewhere in Southeast Asia?
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