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This painting by Luca Carlevaris, titled The Pier and the Ducal Palace, shows the wealth associated with Venice.

emerged as increasing wealth created new possibili-
ties for the enjoyment of material things.
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g trade that had expanded in the Middle Ages. Ital-
\ ities traded W ith both the Byzantine and s} ami
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Avilizations to the ¢ ast. ltalian trading ships had also

woved Into the western Mediterranean and then
rth along the Atlantic seaboard. These ships
achanged goods with merchants in both Englam\i
4 the Netherlands. Italian merchants had profited
wom the Crusades as well and were able to set up
~ow trading centers in eastern ports. There, the Ital-
, merchants obtained silks, sugar, and spices,

which they carried back to Italy and the West.

Milan Milan, located in northern Italy at the cross-
roads of the main trade routes from 'ltalian coastal
aties to the Alpine passes, was one of the richest city-
sates in Italy. In the fourteenth century, members of
the Visconti family established themselves as dukes
of Milan and extended their power
over all of Lombardy.

The last Visconti ruler of Milan
died in 1447. Francesco Sforza then
conquered the city and became its
new duke. Sforza was the leader of
a band of mercenaries—soldiers
who sold their services to t}*\é high-
est bidder.

Both the Visconti and Sforza
rulers worked to build a strong’

centralized state. By creating an efficient tax sys-
tem, they generated enormous revenues for the
government.

Venice Another major northern Italian city-state was
the republic of Venice. As a link between Asia and
western Europe the city drew traders from all over
the world. Officially Venice was a republic with an
elected leader called a Doge. In reality a small group
of merchant-aristocrats, who had become wealthy
through their trading activities, ran the government
of Venice on behalf of their own interests. Venice’s
trade empire was tremendously profitable and made
Venice an international power.

Florence The republic of Florence dominated the
region of Tuscany. In the course of the fourteenth cen-
tury, a small but wealthy group of merchants estab-
lished control of the Florentine government. They led
the Florentines in a series of successful wars against
their neighbors and estab-
lished Florence as a major city-
state in northern Italy.

In 1434, Cosimo de’ Medici
(MEH eduhechee) took control
of the city. The wealthy Medici
family controlled the govern-
ment from behind the scenes.
Using their wealth and per-
sonal influence, Cosimo and
later, Lorenzo de’ Medici, his

Lorenzo de’ Medici

Geography

Italian city-states prospered
during the Renaissance.

1. Interpreting Maps
Using your text, identify
the three most powerful
city-states. What geo-
graphic features did they
have in common?

2. Applying Geography
Skills Which city-state
was in the best location
to trade by land and sea
Empire to the east?




grandson, dominated the city ata time when Florence
i was the cultural center of Italy.

During the late 1400s, Florence experienced an eco-
nomic decline. Most of its economy was based on the
manufacturing of cloth. Increased competition from
English and Flemish cloth makers drove down profits.

During this time a Dominican preacher named
Girolamo Savonarola began condemning the corrup-
tign and excesses of the Medici family. Citizens, tired
1l of Medici rule, and frustrated by economic events,
| turned to Sa\px.mrola. So many people followed him
| that the Medici family turned Florence over to his
% followers.

: E\rentuﬁll}v pegple tired of Savonarola’s strict regu-
atnops on gambling, horseracing, swearing, paintin
music, and books. Savonarol 1 -
: a also attacked the cor-
I ruption of the Church, which
i + WhiCh angered the pope, In
‘ 1498, Savonarola was accused i
ed of heresy and o
tenced to death. The Medici famil i
Y returned to power,

Histo through Art
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A decisive turning point in their war came in 1527.
On May 5, thousands of troops belonging to the
Spanisl{ king Charles I arrived at the city of Rome
along with mercenaries from different countries.
They had not been paid for months. When they
yelled, “Money! Money!” their leader responded, “If
you have ever dreamed of pillaging a town and lay-
ing hold of its treasures, here now is one, the richest
of them all, queen of the world.” The next day the
invading forces smashed down the gates and pushed
their way into the city. The troops went berserk in a
frenzy of bloodshed and looting. Church officials
Z:ifecsiox}vci\ le;s Zlaves, and churches and palaces were
The destr\::tiot;\urg(izn o e spf){ls.
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Machiavelli, as portrayed by Santi di Tito

Machiavelli’s central thesis in The Prince concerns
how to acquire—and keep—political power. In the
Middle Ages, many writers on political power had
stressed the ethical side of a prince’s activity—how a
ruler ought to behave based on Christian principles.
Machiavelli rejected this approach.

From Machiavelli’s point of view, a prince’s atti-
tude toward power must be based on an under-
standing of human nature, which he believed was
basically self-centered. He wrote, “One can make this
generalization about men: they are ungrateful, fickle,
liars, and deceivers, they shun danger and are greedy
for profit.” Political activity, therefore, should not be
restricted by moral principles. A prince acts on behalf
of the state. For the sake of the state, he must be will-
ing to let his conscience sleep.

Machiavelli was among the first to abandon
morality as the basis for analyzing political activity.
His views on politics have had a profound influence
on political leaders who followed.

m Explaining Why was The Prince an

i important work on political power?

Renaissance Society
In the Middle Ages, society was divided ir.xto three
estates, or social classes. Although this social order
- continued into the Renaissance, some changes
~ became evident. We examine the nobility and the
| Peasants and townspeople here. The clergy are dis”
Cussed later in the chapter.

o
' m’v Throughout much of Europe, lan
ng nwbies. wese duced wWith declining incomes

t?(t:::::ﬁ(l\lxl.m‘ﬁ:;:ivll‘]};.‘\':]tl::‘trl\h:"th;:r}wnth mel‘mtwnth
: ) e old nobility, how-
ever, lj('t(nnvd their lands and titles; new blood also
came into their ranks.

l?y' 1500, nobles, old and new, again dominated
society. Although they made up only about 2 to 3 per-
cent of the population in most countries, the nobles
held important political posts and served as advisers
to the king.

By this time, the noble, or aristocrat, was expected
to fulfill certain ideals. These ideals were clearly
expressed in The Book of the Courtier,
the Italian Baldassare Castiglione (KAHSeteele
YOHeNAY) in 1528.

In his work, Castiglione described the characteris-

written by

tics of a perfect Renaissance noble. First, a noble was
born, not made. He was expected to have character,
grace, and talent. Second, the perfect noble had to
develop two basic skills. Because the chief aim of a
noble was to be a warrior, he had to perform military
and physical exercises. Unlike the medieval knight,
however, who was primarily concerned with acquir-
ing military skill, the Renaissance noble was also
expected to gain a classical education and enrich his
life with the arts. Third, the noble needed to follow a
certain standard of conduct. Nobles were not sup-
posed to hide their achievements but to show them
with grace.

A portrait of Baldassare Castiglione by Raphael, c. 1516

Renaissance and Reformation

CHAPTER 5
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Europe. In the fifteen o metal type: Johannes
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rocess Gutenberg's Bible, printed about 1455, was the

First Eurbpean book produced from movable type:
By 1500, there Were over a thousand printers in Europe. éo:,an::: O
nd titles had been published. More utenberg s

Almost forty thousa . 4
than half of these were religious books, including ¢. 1450
yer books; =

Bibles in English, French, and German; prd
hers were Latin and Greek

and sermons. Most ot
classics, legal and philosophical works, and romances.

The printing of books encouraged scholarly research and
increased the public’s desire to gain knowledge, which would
eventually have an enormous impact on European society. \
The new religious ideas of the Reformation would not have
spread as rapidly as they did in the sixteenth century without
the printing press.

Printing allowed European civilization to compete for the first time with

the civilization of China. The Chinese had invented printing much earlier, as
well as printing with movable type.

Analyzing Why do you think the printing of books encoura, i
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What was the purpose of these standards?
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masters, and guild members who pro-
vided the goods and services for their
re”““ townspeople.
elow the patricians and the burghers
were the workers, who earned pitiful
wages, and the unemployed. Both
roups lived miserable lives. These peo-
ple made up perhaps 30 or 40 percent of
the urban population.
puring the late 1300s and the 1400s,
arban poverty increased dramatlcally
throughout Europe. One rich merchant
of Florence, who had little sympathy for
the poor, wrote:

@@Those that are lazy in a way that does
harm to the city, and who can offer no just reason for
their condition, should either be forced to work or

expelled from the city. The city would thus rid itself of
that most harmful part of the poorest class.®®

Family and Marriage The family bond was a

source of great security in the dangerous urban

world of Renaissance Italy. To maintain the family,

parents carefully arranged marriages, often to
~ strengthen business or family ties. Details were
~ worked out well in advance, sometimes when chil-
dren were only two or three years old. The most
~ important aspect of the marriage contract was the
size of the dowry, a sum of money given by the wife’s
family to the husband upon marriage.

The father-husband was the center of the Italian
j mily. He gave it his name, max \aged all finances (his
ife had no share in his wealth), and made the deci-
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mﬂlﬂ through Art

Celebration of a Marriage by Ghirlandaio
Domenico During the Renaissance, a marriage
was more of a business arrangement than a
matter of love. How does this painting sup-
port or contradict that statement?

sions that determined his children’s lives. The
mother’s chief role was to supervise the household.

A father’s authority over his children was absolute
until he died or formally freed his children. In
Renaissance Italy, children did not become adults on
reaching a certain age. Instead, adulthood came to
children when their fathers went before a judge and
formally freed them. The age of adulthood varied
from the early teens to the late twenties.

m Contrasting How was the Renals-

sance noble different from the medieval knight?

Analyzing Visuals
8. Identify details in the painting of

'Venice on page 158 that show it is a
major city-state with a profitable trade
1 empire. Find other images of Venice in
- your school library and compare them
‘to this painting.



