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On April 18, 1521, Martin Luther stood before the emperor and princes of Germany
in the city of Worms and declared:

@@Since then Your Majesty and your lordships desire a simple reply, | will answer
without horns and without teeth. Unless | am convicted by Scripture and plain rea-
son—1 do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have contradicted
each other—my conscience is captive to the Word of God. | cannot and | will not
recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here | stand,
| cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen. ®®

— Here | Stand: A Life of Martin Luther, Roland Bainton, 1950

With these words Martin Luther refused to renounce his new religious ideas.

— e Luther’s words became the battle cry of the Protestant Reformation.

the emperor in Worms

Erasmus and Christian Humanism
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human beings to reason and improv

They thought that if people ree?ci.th.e © i
espécially the basic works of Chrlsl‘tlamty,.they woul
become more pious- This inner piety, or inward reli-
gious feeling, would bring about a reform O.f the
Church and society. Christian humanists believed
that in order to change society, they must first change
the human beings who make it up.

The best known of all the Christian humanists was
Desiderius Erasmus (ih‘RAZ’muhs). He called his
view of religion “the philosophy of Christ.” By this,
he meant that Christianity should show people how
to live good lives on a daily basis rather than provide
a system of beliefs that people have to practice to be
saved. Erasmus stressed the inwardness of religious
feeling. To him, the external forms of medieval reli-
gion (such as pilgrimages, fasts, and relics) were not
all that important.

To réform the Church, Erasmus wanted to spread
the philosophy of Christ, provide education in the
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Why were Erasmus and others calling for reform?
Corruption in the Catholic Church was one reason.
Between 1450 and 1520, a series of popes—known as
the' Renaissance popes—failed to meet the Church’s
sp%r%tual needs. The popes were supposed to be the
spiritual leaders of the Catholic Church. As leaders of
::e Papal States, however, they were all too often
more concerned with Italian politics and worldly
mtere.sts than with spiritual matters :
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 person could gain. an indulgence—releasQ
i ;” - part of the Pumshment for sin. Frederick
f“’mwise, Luther’s prince, had amassed over five
o ¥ elics. Indulgences attached to them could
th"”be i ® purgatolf)' by 1,443 years. The Church
. c \d indulgences, in the form of certificates,
0 :her people sought certainty of salvation in the
0l pt cal movement known as the Modern
». The Modern Devotion downplayed relj.
? dogma and stressed the need to follow the
g g of Jesus. This deepening of religious life
jeac 9 within the Catholic Church, However
2 people soon found that the worldly-wise’
puid 4 dli ttle. mterest in the spiritual needs of their
le. It is this environment that helps to explain
e dous impact of Luther’s ideas,
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reformed German church. Luther also atta.cked the
Church’s system of sacraments. his view, they
were the means by which the pope and the Church
had destroyed the real meaning of the gospel for
thousand years. He kept only two sacraments—bap-
tism and the Eucharist (also known as Communion).
Luther also called for the clergy to marry-

against the long-standing Catholic req
the clergy remain celibate, or unmarried.

Through all these calls for change, Luther contin-

ued to emphasize his new doctrine of salvation- Itis
faith alone, he said, and not good works, that justifies

and brings salvation through Christ.

Unable to accept Luther’s ideas, the Church
1521. He was also

excommunicated him in January
summoned to appear before the imperial diet—or
legislative assembly—of the Holy Roman Empire,
which was called into session at the city of Worms by
the newly elected emperor Charles V. The emperor
'fhought he could convince Luther to change his
ideas, but Luther refused.

The young emperor was outraged. “A single friar
who goes counter to all Christianity for a thousand
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The Rise of Lutheranism During the next fe,
years, Luther’s religious movement became a revojy,.
tion. Luther was able to gain the support of many of

ors among the NUMETOWS states thas

the German rul :
made up the Holy Roman Empire. These rulers
ook control of the Catholic churches in their

quickly ¢
territories, forming state churches whose affairs were

supervised by the government.
As part of the development of these state.

dominated churches, Luther also set up new religious
services to replace the Catholic Mass. These featured
a worship service consisting of Bible readin
preaching of the word of God, and song. The dodﬁil
developed by Luther soon came to be known
Lutheranism, and the churches as Lutheran Church:
Lutheranism was the first Protestant faith.

In June 1524, Luther faced a political crisis when
German peasants revolted against their lords. The
peasants looked to
Luther to support
their cause, but
Luther instead sup-
Pfll‘ted the lords. To
him, the state and its
rulers were called by
God to maintain the
~ peace necessary for
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read of the gospel. It was the duty of Princes t
e ’pre\'olt' By the following spring, the Gairhd
af crushed the peasants. Luther founq him-
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;:f‘\{h of his church.
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Reformation
from its Very Mgm@g, the fate of Luther’s
ovement Was closely tied to political affajrs.

garles v, the Holy Roman emperor (who was also

(harles 1, the king of Spain), ruled an immense

anpire consisting of Spain and its colonies, the Aus-

ian Jands, Bohemia, Hungary, the Low Countries,

e duchy of Milan in northern Italy, and the king-

som of Naples in southern Italy.

1555 with the Peace of Augsburg. This agreement

Clement VI.I. Guided by political considerations, the
Pc(l’Pe had joined the side of the French king. The
advance of the Ottoman Turks into the eastern part of

Charles’s empire forced the emperor to send forces
there as well.

Finally,

the internal political situation in the Holy
Roman E

mpire was not in Charles’s favor. Germany
Was a land of several hundred territorial states.
Although all owed loyalty to the emperor, Ger-
many’s development in the Middle Ages had
enabled these states to free themselves from the
€mperor’s authority. Many individual rulers of the
German states supported Luther as a way to assert
their own local authority over the authority of the
empire and Charles V.

By the time Charles V was able to bring military
forces to Germany, the Lutheran princes were well
organized. Unable to defeat them, Charles was
forced to seek peace.

An end to religious warfare in Germany came in

ly accepted the division of Christianity in Ger-

- many. The German states were now free to choose
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